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INTERSTATE COMIERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3219

IN THE MATTZR OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICH REPORTS
UNDER THE, ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 5, 1910.

THE PITTSBURGH & WEST VIRGINIA RAILWAY COMPANY

February 14, 1949

Accldent near New Alexandria, Ohio, on December 11, 1948,
caused by fallure to provide adequate protection
for the preceding train.

1
REPORT OF E COMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Commissionecr:

On December 11, 1948, there was a rear-end collision
between a maintenance-of-way service train and a freight
train on the Pittsburgh & West Virginia Railway near
Hew Alexandria, Ohio, which resulted in the injury of three
train-service emnioyeus, and onec maintenance—-of-way cmployce.
This accldent was investigated in conjunction with a repre-
sentative of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.

1 ,
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstatc Com~

J

merce Act the above-entitled procceding was reforred by the

‘ Commission to Commisgsioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Hethod of Cneration
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Liig & the Pitteburzh Divigion,
which exten burgh Jet., Ohio, =nG Reolk, Pa.,
58,1 miles, a s : line, over which trrins ars
operated by timetable and traln ordere, There 1s no block
system in use. At New Alexandria, 15,5 miles east cf
Pittsvurgh Jet., a siding 2,973 feet in length parallels
the main track on %he north, This accldent occurred on fh

main track at a point 1,080 feet west of the west sidl ns-
switeh, From the west thers are, in a 1°441
curve to the left 4,867 fect in ler,: 1,005
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“Extro Trains may run ahead of Second and Third Class
m
Rk ).

40 miles per hour.

the crew of enginc 9~8 reueivcd coples of traln order Mo,
20 reading as follows:

Mingo 1is 8,1 miles east of Smifhfield 928 East, a

work

-6 - 3219

92, (c) When work trains ¥ ¥ % rre performing work
requiring flag protection, the flagman will be furnished
written instrucuﬂons Jnich will be shown to the engine-
men of all trains f]ug"ed

-:E %*4' . . . .

Timetable sneoial 1nuuructjons recd in part as follows!

15. Rules'49 and 50 ore modified to the.exbtent thab

The moximum authorized speed for freight trains was

Descrintian of Accident

At Smithfield, Ohio, 11.4 miles cast of Pittsburgh Jct.,

Eng 928 run Extra Smithficld to Mingo

No Ninety Onc 21 WLE Eng 6012 VWalt:

at New Alexandria until EZight Fifty Five
8 55 am

train, consisting of engine 928, powdod wcquword one

coach, sevcn meintennnce~of-way service cars ond a cabooup,
in the order named, departed from Smithfield, the last onen
office, 4,1 miles west of New Alexandria, at 9:44 a, m,

About 10:30 a., m, this train stopped at brldge No. 926,33 to

load
Just

bridge tiles, and, about 30 minutes later, when 1t had
started to mOve eastward 1t was struck by No. 92.

’

No. 925 an east- ooand second=class freight train,

conslsted of Diegel-electric unlte 53 and bz, coupled in

multi

ple-unit control, 75 cars and a caboose, in the order

named, Tlis *rain dep vted from Smithfield, the last open
office, at 10:85 a, m,, 7 hours 4 minutes l@tc ond while
moving at an estimated upe ed of 20 mm]eg per Four i% struck

the rear end of Extra 228 Easzt,
Nos 92 stopped with the front end of %he first Diesel- ‘
electirlc unit at a point 719 fest st of the point of
collision. Thv front wheels of the frent truck of this
unit were derailed.to the north. The front end of this
.F'

unit

was badly damaged., The cabnosge of Extra 928 Enst was

destroyed. The sixth, seventh, and eigth cars were deralled
and badly damoged., The first, second, fourth and fifth cors

werg

sligintly damnged. The rear truck of the fifth car was

Cerailed,
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The fireman and the front VBrakeman of Neo. ©2, and the
flarman of Extra 928 East, who was in the control compariment
of the first Diesel-electric unit of Mo 9%, and a maintenance-
of-way emnloyee were injured,

" The weather wags clear at the tilme of the sccldent, vhich
occurred about 11:01 a, m,

Discuoaior

The crew of. Extra 928 Eagt had instructlons to load
maintenance—of-way equipment and materials at points between
Smithfield and iinzo,  The crew received copies of frain order
No. 20, which designated the movement as an extra train instead
of a Work Extra.. The conductor orally inetructed the {lagmen
to remain at Smithfield for the purpose of Tlagging No., 92,
and to inform the encinesr of Ho, 2 that Erira 926 East
would be working VYeitween Smithfield and New alexandrias The
conductor further instructasd the flrgman to board the englne
of Wo, 92 in returning to the work troin. Extra 928 East
departed from Smithfield ot 9:44 =, m, and proceeded to a
point 2,14 miles c¢net of Smithii«ld, whore a plece of heavy
roadway equipment was loaded, About 40 minutes later this
traln proceeded eacgtuward and stonped cbout 10:30 a. m., with
the caboose gtanding on bridse No, 96,38, 3,39 mlles east
of Smithfield, where bridre tiec were loafed into the second
car from the engine Ly & nalntenance-of-why force. During
this time the engineer and the filreman wera in the. cab of the
engine, which was "neaded westward, and the other nembers of
the crew, except the flagman, were on the ground in the
vielnity of the car which was-being loaded, About 30 minutes
after the work train had stopped at this point, the fireman
saw No, 92 approaching and called a warning %o ‘the engineer,
The engincer immediately rcleased the brakes and started the
engine in beckward motion, but the troin hod moved only about
150 feet when the collision occurred, : Co :

s

]

Ag llo, 92 approached Smithricld tle engineepr, the fireman
and the front brakeman of this traln and tiic flagmen of Extra
928 East were in the control compartment of the. first
Dieselmeclectric unit, and the conductor and the flagman
were in the caboosey The crew had reccived no train order
restricting thelr train from procesding at maximum authorized
speed. ‘No. 82 had stopred at Smithfield in response to the
signals of the flagman -of Extra 928 Iast, As the flagman
was about to board the firgt Diessleelectric unit, he was
informed by the operator at thet station that Extra 928 East
was at New Alexandria, From this informetion, and assuming
that the conductor of Extra 928 East hod called the operator
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by telephone, the flagman told the engineer of No. 92 that
Extra 928 East would be into clear at New Alexandria, Ho.

92 departed from Smithfield at 10:55 a. m. When the engine .
was about 1,500 feet west of the point where the collision
occurred the speed wag about 35 miles per hour, and the
engineer made a brake-pipe reduction so that the flagmaen of
Extra 928 East could alight at the west sidingeswitch at

New Alexandria. Immediately thereafter the engineer observed
that Extra 928 FEast was occupying the main track about 1,200
feet ahead, He then placed the brake valve in emergency
position, The speed of the train had been reduced to about,
20 miles per hour when the collision occurred.

. The investigation disclosed that about 10:48 a. m,
the conductor of Extra 228 East called the dispatcher from
& telephone located near the west siding-switch at New
Alexandria to obtnin information concerninz an approximate
arriving time of No, 92, He informed the dispatcher that he
was calling from New Alexandria, but at that time he goave
the dispatcher no information as to the location of Extra
928 East, VWithout the knowledge of either the conductor
or the dispatcher, the operator at Smithfield overheard this
conversation and 1nformed the flagman that Extra 928 East
was at New Alexandria. The flacman said that his understanding
of the instructions were to flag No, 92 and to inform the
engineer of that train that Extra 928 East would be working
between Smithfield and New Alexandria, unless the conductor
called the operator at Smithfield, in which case Extra 928

st would be into clear at New Alexandria. VWhen the operator

at Smithfield informed him that Extra 228 East was at New
Ale candria, the flngm n saild he assumed that the conductor
had called the operator to inform him that Extra 928 East
was into clear at New Alexandria for No, 92. The operator
at Smithfield said that he had no knowledge of the instructions
given the flagman and that he voluntarily informed the
flagman that Extra’928'East was at lew Alexandrlia so that
it would not be necessary for Wo. 92 %to proceed at restricted
speed betveen Smithfield and New Alexandria., The rules redquire
that, when a work train requires flag protection, the flagman
will be furnished written instructions, which the flogman will
show to the enginemen of all trains flavged. Tre conductor of
Extra 928 East goid he thought this rude was applicoble only
in the case where a train ig designated as a Work Extra.
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At the time the accldent occurred, Trains were belng
operated in the territéry in guestion by timetable and
train orders only., FHowsver, the carrier now 1g insvalling
a centralized-trafficwcontrol gsvetem in tris territory.

Cauvge

t is-found that this azcident was cauvsed by fallure
to provide adequaste protection for the precsding train,

- Dated at Vashington, D, C,, thls fourteenth
day of February, 1949,

-By the Commigsion, Cemmiscioner Patiterson.

L

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.




