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Svmmary
Inv-2157
Railroad: Pere Marouctte
Date: llerrch 7, 1937
Location: Michigun City, Ind.
Kind of accid:nt: Dereilment
Train involved: Frcicht
Train number: 56, CDS-6
Engine number: 1032
Congist: 42 cars snd caboose
Speed: 45-50 m.Dn.h.
Track: Tangcent; grade C.1 percent
deccending eastwvard.
Westher: Rain
Time: 11:Z5 pelle
Casuslties: 5 injured
Cause: Kinked track; track reported

g'11tebly for gervice whan
proper rcpairg had not been
made.
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To the Commission?

& was & dercilnernt of a freipht
train on the Pare Morqguette vay, neer lMichiran Saty, Ind.,
vhichh resulted in the injury o ive Pmplo3eus. The 1nvistia—-
ticon of this accident vesg mzde 1n con*unpt'on 7ith a representa-
tive of the Public Service Commiscion of Lndlana.

On March 7, 1937, ths
'L“

Location and mcthod of oneration

This accid-nt occurced on Sub-Divieion No. 1 of the

Chicza, o0- Pnuos“ey Pivigion, c¢xtending between Porter, Inag., end
Grand Rapide, 'lich., 5 aiatonce of 1306.34 miles. In the vicinity
of ths point of sccident, thin is & single tracxz line over vhich
traines are opersted =y tlme toble, train orders ¢n¢ an =utomatic
block siznal system The trecx is 12ic¢ with 110 FDJH@ rails, 39
fect 1n len.th, vith 24 tre=t:=3 herdiood tiec to the rail length,
fully tie plected, single spiked vﬁth four rei1l anchors ger rail

end bhzllastied with from 10 to 1% inches of vashsad gravel, and 1is
well meintained. The accildent oocuW“eﬁ gt a point cbout 1 1/2
miles vest of the etasion at Michigan City. Apnrroaching this
point from the wvest the tra~k is tengent Tor morec than 2 miles to
the pnint of zcnident and "or same Aistence beyond; the grade for
east-bound trains i1s slightly deccending, neing 0.1 nercent at
the voint of sccident.

The Chiec=zco, Indianavolis and Louleville Railway, here-
inafter desigrztaed as the Llornon, crosses the Fere Masrquette track
at a noint 4,532 Teet west nf the etation at Michigan City, this
crossing ©bzing nrotectcd by sn interlocliing plant. The point of
derailment was 3,360 feet west of the crossing. A farm road
crocsee the Pere Maroustte tracks at a vpoint atout 3,500 fect west
of the lionon crogsing. The east swirnch of the “veet passing
track ig onmcrated from the irterlocking tower and 1g locszted just
weat of the crogs ing; this neceing trncek is 5,715 fe=t in length

and prrellels the main traclk on the south.

The maximum suthorizad ecrve-d Tor frelins otner than
passcager trains 1e 40 milcos per Tour, but a ec1al tTimetable
rule nermits & muximun spaod of 20 ma 1(9 21 hour for Train No. 56.

It wag raining at ths time of =ccicdent, which occurred
abo‘it 11 :'§'5 e Dle

£
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Description

Trzin Noe. 86, an east-bound second class freight train,
onsisiea of 42 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 1032, and
as in cherge of Conductor Galimore end Zngzincenaen Bekkering.
This train left Porter at 11:15 p.n., one hour late, accovding to
the Train cheet and vhile treveline at a speed estimated to have
besen betirecn 45 and 50 miles per hour, wog dereiled at about 11:35
p.me cue to the truck having been thron out of 1line by a drawbar
vhich dropped from a car in prceceding freight train, Extra 1019
Ec st. The 2nine, tender snd the first 24 cars of the train were
derailed; the cngine and tendocr stomped spproximately 800 fect
gast of thec initial point of cderailment, upright and with the
front cen? of the enpine neaded slightly tovard the north and the
tender foulaing the vest passing trecks The first car remained
upricht, to the north of the mein track; the following 20 cars .
stopred ir various wocitions within & space of epvroximetely 300
fe:t; the 2Znd end Z261rd cars remained upright, wvhile the lead
truck of the 26th car was also derailed; 11 c~rz vere dsegtroyeds

e

The erployveces injured verc the engineman, fireman, con-
ductor, Iront brakeman and rcar brakeman of Train No. 58.

Surmary of evidcnce

Engincman EBekkeriny of Train No. 56 stated that his
train left Porter about 11:20 pem.; 28 1t spporoached the ilonon
intérlocking plant =t Michican City, both the distant and the
home signrls were displaying procecd indications and these indi-
cations cre called bty menbers of the cre2v win vere on the engine.
As he van vatcehing the home signzl, he dic not observe anything
vrong vith the track, nor daid othsrs on the engine indicate that
they had noticed enything unusual. The {irst knowledge he had of
anything »rong vas hen the engine lurchod as 1t left the rails.
He estimatecd the snced ol the train ot that time to have becn be-
tveen 45 cnd 50 milcs per hour. The proner aii tests were made at
Rockricll Stre=t ¥szrd and ¢t Indiana Herpor and the brakes func-
tioncd properly enroutec. There vea « miety roin and the visibil-
1ty vas feir at the {time of the accident, vhich occurred about
11:35 pemes

Head Brakeman Stites, of Trocin No. 56, stated that
aporozching Michigan City, he vzs on the left side of the engilne
with the side wvindow open. Thc headlight was illuminsting the
frack ahcad and although it was dark and raining, he had no
difficulty 1in secing shead. Wihen about 3 or 4 car lengths from
the damafed track, and while the trein was moving at a speed of
at least 45 miles ner hour, he observed that the track was out of
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line; however, 1t was then oo late to wern the engineman and
the =nzine became derailed almost i1mmediately.

The statements of Fireman Throckmorton, of Train No. 56,
agreed with those of Brakeman Stites regarding signel indications .
sand speed approaching Michigan City, but he did not notice any-
thing wrong with the track.

Engineman Priest, of Extra 1019 East, the train having
the damaged drawbar, stated that apuvroaching the interlocking
plant at Monon Crossing, he applied the trailn brakes in order to
control his train in accordance with a caution indication dis-
played by the home signal. When the speed had besn reduced to
abovt 20 miles per hour, he attempted to release the brockes but
was uncble to do so snd the train stopped at about 7:30 p.m.
Investigation developcd that the draft gear and end-sill had been
pulled cut of the west end of the 47th car in his train., After
disposing of the head end of his trsin and the damaged car, by
placing them on sidings controlled from the interlocking plant,
the drawbar was removed from the trock viath a chaine. The drawbar
wes 1lying on the track near the head car in the rear portion of
thisg train and there was a nlank, evidently torn from a highway
crossing, lying under the drawbar. While moving over the track
in reassembling his train, he felt a decided jerk of the engine
and upon examination it was found thst the track was from 12 to
14 inches out of line at a »noint about 6 car lengths west of
where the drawbar was found and about 3 csr lengths vest of the
private crossing. When the rear portion of the traiin was pulled
up to the interlocking tower, the conductor rerorted the damaged
condition of the track to the dispatcher. Engineman Pricst
thought that the dravbar hed dropped upnon the track and vas then
dragged or pushed for about 2 or 3 car lengths, resulting in
throwing the track out of line.

The statement of Conductor Gabrion, of Zxtra 1019, was
substantially the scme as thet of Engineman Priest. Conductor
Gabrion further stated that he made a careful examinetion of the
track and found it to be from 12 to 16 inches out of line at a
point about 12 car lengths west of where the draft gear had been
removed from the track and about 60 feet west of the farm road
croseing. He reported this condivion to the train dispatcher.

Section Foreman Sonnenberg stated thot he has been a
section foremen for mor: than 18 yesrs. About ©:35 p.m., on the
night of the accident, the operator at Monon tower informed him .
by telecphone that an extra had pulled out a drawbar on the main
track at about the middle of the west passing track and that as a
result, ths track hsed becn thrown zbout a foot out of line. Fore-
man Sonnenberg called some of his men, loaded tools in his auto-
mobile, and drove to the vicinity indicated in fthe message.
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He found the dravbar on the north side of the msin track, asnd
nads an inopection of the track vestwrrd for a distance of
apvroximately 200 fe.t, but dil not discover any sicng of domage
to the track. During this ingnection he did not exemine the
frrm erossing "mich 13 at cvproximately the hall-way noint in the

nessing track, nor 3icd he incpect the track west of thie crossing
as he did not think the dravtar wres pulled wegt of the crocg n11’1@,
¢end there vere no narks of dratsing LQUiDant that he could dis-
tinzuish by lantern light. He ceid that had thare oeen any
marks on thc tr.ck he wvould luve folloved them back. Although
the ovcrator had told him thet the trein crew had repnrted the
treck as being out of line atout =z foot, hie ¢id not Tind =ny
such condition =nd a®ver this inerection g made he concludsd
that the track as - 11 rizht and vvent bock to the tortere  He vas
elled latcr, on account of ths Jerailment of Traln lNo. 585, but
2t thot time the track vas bedly dam-ged; e walkoed the entire

length of the trnin and did not notice any place Vh”ﬂﬁ the track

vree iinked, but could find nc othur reseson for the Jareilm:nt,.

Operetor Euber, vho was on duty at Moaon tower, stated
that Extra 1019 storoped at the ensbt-bound home sisnal &t about
72D D.m. A drnvbar 128 mulled out and he vas engaged in operat-
ing the interlocking vhile the heed znd of the train was set on
the west passinzy track and the dawsged car rag n

‘

@]

anothsr track. Durinzg this time iuc conductor csme 1170 The

tover and talked vvith the disprbtchcr over the tzicphone, bus as

tihe opevrator vas rvusy he did not romember vhet Y26 saide AL about
ne

9130 peme ¢ recelved & megsonze from thoe dis cr, addressed to
the scetion foremar, advizing him of a kaink in th= track and
directing him to repair the track end advis~; he stated that he
tclephoned thies meseage to Section Forceman Sonnenberg. At about
10:45 p.m. Secction Forcmen Sonnenberg camez to the office and said
thet therc vas no damage such 23 hed becn reporteds The operator
then reported tiilys conversasion to the dispatcher, by televphone,
wvho asked 1f the track veg scfe for ususl snecd and The section
foreman stated that it vas; the opfrator then so adviged the dls-
patchar. After this tils DhOﬂe corvorgation, the sccticn foreman
d1cta+e6 a nessaze to the dispsicher, ~hich the opsrator conied,
steting that tho trsck ves safe Tor uuuul specd vhere Extra 1019
pullﬁd drawhar. Operator Huber nzid 1% did not occur to him that
p088101y tne gzction foriman had not mode a proper inspection or
insvcected the trzack in the prover loecation. As Train No. 56

"(\
v]
ct
O

ryfbﬁChFd he could tell when 1t pmered thh Gigtant sipnal; the
flrsf indicstion he had that snything as vrong s vhen he saw
the hcadlizht beam polnting torard tva: northcast.
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Train Disgpatcher Keller, on duty at Grand Rapids, stated
that about ¢:30 p.m. lie received a verbal report from Conductor
Cabrion, of Excra 1019, to the cffect that the msin treck was ‘l’
cbout 12 inches out of line at a point about midwsy between the
peassing track switches at Michigan City and that it would be
necessary to run trains through the passing track until the main
track was repsired. Upon receint of this information he issued
form 19 order No. 67 to all traing, to use the passing track at
Michigan City instead cof the main track. He then notified the
section foreman at Michigan City regzarding the damsged track, by
issuing a message r-oading: "Main track out of line about a foot.
Short kink in track aout middle of west nassing track Michigan
City; repair and advise." At about 10:55 p.m. the overator at
Monon tower notified him thet the section foremsn reported that
the track was all rizht foir usual speed. He then asked the fore-
man if 1t wvas necessary to iscue & slow order and he sald a slow
order was a0t required as the coanductor's repors was in error and
the track was not ocut of line. Digpoicher Keller thereupon
annulled the order for traine to use the west siding and restored
the main treck to normal service. He stated that in his message
to the section foreman he gove The location of the reported
damage to the track, and when the secfion foreman reported the
track to be in ssfe condition, he accepted 1t as wuthentic infor-
mertion and did not suestion vhether or not the track had been
inspected at the proper location.

Examination of the track after the esccident disclosed
that the first marke of derilment were on the inside of the
south reil, near a joint loc~ted about 78 feet west of the farm
crossing. Msrks of abrnsion were continuous in the center of the
track from a point acout 50 feet west of the crossing, up to the
crossing, and east of thot noint the track was demolished. There
were no marks of dracsing equipment west of the point of derail-
ment.

Discussion

The investication of this accident discloced thet the
main track near Michioen City was thrown out of olignment by a
dreft wear and cnd-gill dropuing from a car in train Extra 1019.
This damace to the track was renorted by the conductor of Extra
1019 to the dispatcher vho reroved the mein track from service
and renorted its dama.ed coadition to the secction foreman at .
Michigan City.
The section foreman, 'ith men end toolg, went to the
vicinlity indiczsted in the r.nort, ¢nd aftecr locating the draft
gecr vhich hed f=iled, he exemined the track for about 200 leet
westward from that point ane fsiling fto find any serious damege
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to the track he rsported it sefe for movements at the usual
speed, and thc dispstcher restored the track to service with the
result that Trein No. 56, the fi~st train to use the track
thercefier, nwas dorailed.

The statements of the crew of Extra 1019 indicate that
ths évre’t gear was dra,ged a distunce of from 6 to 12 car lengths
alfter 1t dronped; assumning th~t thre dawrge to the track occurred
2T the point whcre the draft ¢ zar fell, the shortest of these
estimated distances vould locacte that voint &t sbout 300 fest
west of the place vhere the draflt geor wes removed from the
track, or about 10C fcet vest of the form crossing. Seclion
Forcman Sonnenberg stated thet during the courss of his inspcction
he did not go vesgt of the farm croseing; the first marks of de-
railment vere aftcr—:rds found at% a roint 78 feet vist of the
crogssing and this point vas well within the limite fiven in the
statements of the crew of Extre 1019, and the message from the
digspatchcr to the ze<ction forcman.

While neither Dispatcher Kcller nor Operator Huber can
be criticized for aereliction of duty, yet in view of the posi-
tive and definite report mads by Conduvctor Gabrion, 1t apvears
that the receipt of Section Foreman Sonnenberg'!s contradictory
rcport should hsve been sufficient to prompt them to make further
inquiries regarding his failure to locatc the damaced track.

This accident vas caus

¢d hy kinked track, and feilure
to make proper inspection and reprirs after the trock had bec
reported 2s belng in damcged conditzion.

Respectfully submitted,
e J. PATTERSON,

Director.



