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SUMIIARY

Pere lMarquette
May 2, 1947
Dean, Mich.

Rear-end collision

Frei:snt i Freight

Extra 74 West : Extra 1043 West
64 1043

27 cars, caboose : 26 cars, caboose
Standing 1 20 n. p. k.

Timetable anc %traln orQ=ru, and
manual-block system Tor folloving
passenger tralins; yard limits
Singzgle; tangent; level

Clear

10:52 a. m.

3 injured

Failure »nroperly to control sneed

of Tollowing train moving within
vard 1imits



-3 -

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTICGATICON NO., 3102

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICH RZPORTS
NDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY 5, 1¢10.

PERE MARQUETTE RAILWAY COMPANY

May 26, 1947

Accident at Dean, Mich., on May 2, 1947, caused by
failure properly to control the speed of the
folloving train moving within yard limits.

1
RZPORT Of THE COIMISSION

PATTERSOX, Commissioner:

On May 2, 1947, there was a rear—-end collision
vetveen two freight trains on the Pere Marquette Railrway
at Dean; Mich., which resulted in the injury of three
emplovees.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above—~entitled proceeding vas referred by the
Commisslon to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Toledo-
Ludington Division extending betveen Saginar and Ludington
Yard, !Mich., 135 miles, a single-track line, over which
trains are operated by timetable and train orders, and a
manual-block system for follouing passenger trains. Within
yard 1limits at Dean, 18.2 miles west of Saginaw, three yard
tracks, designated from south te north as tracks tos, 3, 2
and 1, parallel the main track on the south, and three yard
tracks, deslignated from south to north as trackxs Nos. 4, 5
and 6, parallel the main treck on the north, The east switch
of a crossover, 192 feet long ancd hereinafter referred To as
crossover 1, which cornects the main track and track No, 4
is 1.45 miles west of the east yard-limit sign and 61 feet
east of the yard oflfice. Crossover 1 is facing-point for
vest-bound movements from the main track to track No, 4, The
acclcdent occurred on track No, 4 at a point 233 feet west of
the wvest suitch of crossover 1. The main track is tangent
throughout a distance of 1.48 miles immediately east of the
east swlitch of crossover 1 and a considerable distance westrard.
At the point of accident the grade is level.

’

The suitchstand of the east switch of croscover 1 is of
the hend-throw low-stand type. It is provided with a
continuously lichted oil lamp., No target is provided. ‘hen
the switch is lined normally a green light is displayed.
When the switch is Yined for eaftry to the crossover a red
light is displayed.

Operating rules read in part as follorvs:

DEFINITIONS

ofs
%=
ofe
a8
of,
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Fixed Signals—-~A signal of a fixed location
indicating a condltion affectlag the movement
of a train.

ote~-The definition of a "Fixed Signal® covers
such signals as switch, ¥ * #* yard 1limit boards ¥* * ¥
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10. Color BSignals
Color InCication
(a) Red Stop.
%o % . "'
(c) Green Proceed, ¥ % %
*o %
03, % %

Within yard limits the main track may De used,
protecting against first snd seccnl-class trains,
All other trains must approach and move within
yard 1imits prepared to stop. Responsibility for
accident will rest with the approaching train.

Description of Accident

Extra 64 West, a west-bound frelight train, consisting
of engine 64, 23 cars and a caboose, stopped on the main
frack within yard limits at Dean about 10:20 a. m. Soon
affervard, the switches of crossover 1 were lineC for
movement from the main track to track No. 4, and 12 cars
and the caboose were placed on track No. 4, "ith the caboose
standing 233 feet vest of the 'rest svitch of the crossover.
The crossover switches were 1left in position for entry to
the crossover, About 10:52 a. m., while cngine €4 uvas
performing switching, the caboose of Extra 64 West was struck
by Extra 1043 West,

Extra 1043 West, a west-bound freizht train, consisting
of engine 1043, 28 cars and a caboose, nassed the east yard-
1imlt sign at Dean, entered crossover 1 at the east sultch
and. while moving on track No. 4 at an cstimated speed of 20
miles per hour it struck the caboose of Extra 64 Vest.

The caboose of Extra 64 West and the five cars immediately
ahead of the ccboose, and the engine and the first seven cars
of Extra 1043 West wvere Jerailed and damaged.

The engineer, the fireman and the front brakeman of
Extra 1043 West were injured.

&£
The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which {.
occurred about 10:52 a. m.
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Discussion

Extra 64 West stopped on the main track within yard

limits at Dean about 10:20 a, m. Soon afterward, the rear
12 cars and the caboose rere moved from thre main tracyi through
crossover 1 to ftreck U 4, and the remainder of the caro
of this train were placod on track No. 1, About 10:52 a. 1.,
while cnginz 64 vas performing switching on other yard traons

Xtra 1047 Yest entered crossover 1 at the east switch and
struck the rear end of Extra 54 Vest.

When the collision occurred the conductor of Extrs 64
West wes in the vicinity of the east switch of crossover 1
and the two brakemen were in the vicinity of their engine,

~hich vas on a yard track some distence east of the crossover,
The conductor said that when he first saw Extra 1043 West
approaching about 150 feet Aistant he attempted to line the
ast crossover switch for movement on the main track, but the
envine of that train entered the crossover before he could
operate the svitch.

As Extra 1043 West was aporoaching crosscver 1 the sneed
wae about 25 miles psr hour. The enginemen and the front
brekeman were maintaining a lookout ahead. Vhen the engine
wae adout 700 feet east of the east crossover svitch the
fTroat bruxeman observed that the switch vas lined for entry
to the crossover, and he called a varning to the enzinecr.

Then the en*inpar moved the brake valve to cmer gency poswt101

The speed of BExtre 1043 West vas about 20 miles per hour mnoq

the collislon occurred. The brazes of this train had been tcsted
and had Iunctioned properl? en route, The engineer sald

that hls viewv of the east sritch of crossover 1 wac obstrucived
by the members of a section crew vl vere engaged in trock

work in the vieinlty of the swi*ch,

The accident occurred within yard limits, and, under the :
rules, Extra 1G43 est vas required to be operated in such

manner that it could be stopped short of a trein or an
obstruction.

Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by failure
oroperly to control the speed of the following treain moving
7itkin yard linits,

Dated at Washington, D, C,, this twenty-sixth
day of lay, 194 7

By the Commission, Commissionecr Patterson.

(sSzaAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



