
I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE C O M M I S S I O N 

W A S H I N G T O N 

R E P O R T N O . 3626 

T H E P E N N S Y L V A N I A R A I L R O A D COMPANY 

I N R E A C C I D E N T 

A T M A P L E , O H I O , O N 

A P R I L 2 2 , 1 9 5 6 



2 R e p o r t N o . 3 6 2 6 

SUMMARY 

D a t e : 

R a i l r o a d : 

L o o a t i o n : 

K i n d o f a c c i d e n t ; 

E q u i p m e n t I n v o l v e d : 

T r a i n n u m b e r s : 

E n g i n e n u m b e r s : 

C o n s i s t s : 

E s t i m a t e d s p e e d s : 

O p e r a t i o n : 

T r a c k s : 

W e a t h e r : 

T i m e : 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

C a u s e : 

App&l 3 $ 5 6 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 

M a p l e , O h i o 

C o l l i s i o n 

P o r t i o n o f f r e i g h t 
t r a i n 

E x t r a 6 9 3 2 E a s t 

D i e s e l - e l e o t r i o 
u n i t 8 9 3 2 

19 c a r s , c a b o o s e 

S t a n d i n g 

: P a s s e n g e r t r a i n 

: 3 6 1 

: D i e s e l - e l e o t r i o 
u n i t s 5 7 6 9 a n d 
5 7 6 3 

: 7 o a r s 

: 35 m. p . h . 

M o v e m e n t s w i t h t h e c u r r a n t o f t r a f f i c b y 
s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n s ; m o v e m e n t s a g a i n s t 
t h e c u r r e n t o f t r a f f l o b y t r a i n o r d e r s 
and m a n u a l b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m 

D o u b l e ; 0 ° 4 0 ' o u r v e ; 0 . 4 0 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g g r a d e e a s t w a r d 

C l e a r 

11 a . m, 

28 i n j u r e d 

A u t h o r i s i n g a t r a i n t o * o v e a g a i n s t t h a 
c u r r e n t o f t r a f f l o o n a t r a c k w h i c h was 
n o t o l * a r o f o p p o s i n g t r a i n s and 
a d m i t t i n g i t r a i n t o a n o c c * j > l . * A c l o c k 
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-* 5 ™ 

I N T E R S T A T E C O H H E R C S C O M M I S S I O N 

1.1 -¥ 

I N T H S M A T C T O F M A E I M A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 
U M D E R T H S A C C I D E I 7 ? R S P 0 R T 3 ACT O F H A Y 6, 1 9 1 0 . 

THE P E N N S Y L V A N I A R A I L R O A D C O H P A F T Y 
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A C C I D E N T A T H A P L E , O H I O , on A P R I L 2 2 . 1 9 5 5 . C A U S E D B Y 
A U T H O R I Z I N G A T R A I N t-O JEOVE 0 G A I N S T T N E C U R R E N T 
O F T R A F F I C O N A T R A C K E H WXB N O T C L E A R 0 / 
o p p o s i n g T R A I N S A N D A D M I T T I N G - A T R A I N TO A N 
O C C U P I E D B L O C K U N D E R C L E A R » B L O C K A U T H O R I T Y . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

C L A R K E , C O M A L F L S L O N E R : 

On A P R I L 22, 1955, there was A C O L L I S I O N B E T W E E N a 
P A S S E N G E R T R A I N A N D T H E rear P O R T I O N O F A FREI$it T R A I N 
O N T H E P E N N S Y L V A N I A R A I L R O A D at M A P L E , O H I O , W H I C H R E S U L T E D 
I N the I N J U R Y O F 21 P A S S E N G E R S A N D 7 E M P L O Y E E S . T H I S 
A C C I D E N T was I N V E S T I G A T E D I N C O N J U N C T I O N W I T H A R E P R E ­
S E N T A T I V E O F T H E P U B L I C U t i l i t i e s C O M M I S S I O N O F O H I O . 

1 
U N D E R A U T H O R I T Y O F S E C T I O N 17 ( S ) O F T H E I N T E R S T A T E C O M ­

M E R C E A C T T H E A B O V E - E N T I T L E D P R O C E E D I N G W A S R E F E R R E D B Y T H E 
C O AUUI S A L O N T O C O M M I S S I O N E R C L A R K E F O R C O N S I D E R A T I O N A N D 
D I S P O S I T I O N . 



ALLIANCE, OHI«> 
29*9 MI. 

Hudson 
3 . 6 ML, PLAAFC OF FORD KOTOR COMPANY 
4« 8 MI. MAPLE 

(Point of accident) 
5.7 AI. HARVARD 
0,9 MI. 

ERIFL CROSSING 

C LOVELANDJ OHIO 

TO 1 'A 
•̂4 Ĵ  SB . a 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t a n d M e t h o d o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e L a k e 
Division e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n C l e v e l a n d a n d A l l i a n c e , O h i o , 
53.0 m i l e s , a d o a b l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s m o v i n g 
with t h e c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r e o p e r a t e d b y s i g n a l i n d i ­
cations and t r a i n s m o v i n g a g a i n s t t h e c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c 
are operated b y t r a i n o r d e r s a n d a m a n u a l b l o c k - s i g n a l 
system. T h e m a i n t r a c k s f r o m s o u t h t o n o r t h a r e d e s i g ­
n a t e d a s H o . 1, e a s t w a r d , a n d N O * 2 , w e s t w a r d . A t M a p l e , 
9 . 7 m i l e s e a s t o f C l e v e l a n d , a t r a i l l n g - p o l n t c r o s s o v e r 
c o n n e c t s the two m a i n t r a c k s . W e s t o f M a p l e t h e t r a c k s 
of B e d f o r d E a s t - b o u n d Y a r d p a r a l l e l t r a c k N o . 1 o n tha 
s o u t h , a n d the t r a c k s o f B e d f o r d W e s t - b o u n d R e c e i v i n g Y a r d 
p a r a l l e l t r a c k N o , 2 o n t h e n o r t h . A r u n n i n g t r a c k i n t h e 
e a s t - b o u n d yard d e s i g n a t e d a s t r a c k N o . 99 c o n n e c t s w i t h 
t r a c k N o . 1 a s h o r t d i s t a n c e w e s t o f t h e t r a i l i n g - p o i n t 
c r o s s o v e r a t M a p l e , a n d a r u n n i n g t r a c k i n t h e w e s t - b o u n d 
r e c e i v i n g > a r d d e s i g n a t e d a s t r a o k K o . 98 c o n n e c t s w i t h 
track Mo. £ at a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the e a s t s w i t c h o f t r a o k 
No. 99, B o t h o f these s w i t c h e s a r e t r a i l i n g - p o i n t f o r 
e a s t - b o u n d m o v e m e n t s . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t r a o k N o . 
1 a t a p o i n t 292 feet v e s t o f t h e e a s t s w i t o h o f t h e 
t r a i l i n g - p o i n t c r o s s o v e r a t M a p l e . F r o m t h e w e s t o n t r a o k 
N o . 1 there i s a t a n g e n t s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d f e e t i n l e n g t h a n d 
a 0*40' c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 3 7 1 feet t o t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
a n d 2 , 7 8 9 f e e t e a s t w a r d . F r o m t h e east t h e r e i s a l e c u r v e 
to the l e f t 1,860 feet i n l e n g t h and the c u r v e o n w h i c h t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . T h e g r a d e I s 0,40 p e r c e n t a s o e n d l n g 
e a s t w a r d a t t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r e a d i n p a r t a s f o l l o w s : 

F o r m a o f T r a i n O r d e r s 

D-R 
P r o v i d i n g for a M o v e m e n t A g a i n s t t h e C u r r e n t 

o f T r a f f i c 

(1) N o 3 Big 451 has rl^tit over o p p o s i n g t r a i n s o n 
No 2 track C t o F , 

« • * 
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A train must not toe moved against the current of 
t r a f f i c unti l holding orders have been issued and the 
track on which i t i s to run has been cleared of oppos­
ing t ra ins . 

# # # 

Manual Block Signal System 

D-308, When a train i s turned out against the current 
of t r a f f l o , manual block signal system rules must be 
observed; * * * 

317, * * * 
Before admitting a train to a block under Clear-block 

signal , the signalman in oharge of the block station or 
block- l imit station at the entranoe of the block must 
know that the block i s clear of a l l trains and that no 
other train has been given permission or a signal to 
enter the block. Signals governing opposing movements, 
where provided, must display Stop-signal. The eignal-
man w i l l then display a Clear-block signal for the train 
to be admitted to the block, * * * 

# * # 

Automatic Block Signal System 

502, A train or engine must not enter a block at a 
hand-operated switch or crossover nor foul the main 
track without permission of the signalman * * * 

# * • 

506. When a train or engine clears the main track 
at a hand-operated switch or crossover and the switches 
have been restored to normal posi t ion, I t must be 
reported clear to the signalman by the conductor, engine-
man, or member of their crew when authorized by the 
conductor or enginoman. 

« * * 



The maximum a u t h o r i s e d speed f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s in the 
v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s 5 0 s a l e s p e r h o u r . The 
maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s when moving 
a g a i n s t the c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c J o 50 s i l e a p e r h o u r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

E x t r a 8952 E a s t , an eas t -bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d 
o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 6982, 1 9 l o a d e d c a r s , anct a c a b o o s e . 
T h i s t r a i n e n t e r e d t r a c k Ho. 1 and p a s s e d E r i e C r o s s i n g , 6 .6 
m i l e s w e s t of Maple , a t 9 : £ 6 a . m. I t p a s s e d Harva rd , 6 . 7 
m i l e s wes t of Maple and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 9 ; 5 6 a , m, 
and s topped on t r a c k No. 1 fit Haple abou t 1 0 : 1 0 a , m, w i t h 
the f r o n t end o f t he f i r e t c a r 2 9 2 f e e t w e s t o f t he e a s t s v i t e l 
o f the t r a i l i n g - p o i n t c r o s s o v e r . The l o c o m o t i v e was de t ached 
and e n t e r e d the wes t -bound r e c e i v i n g y a r d v i a the c r o s s o v e r 
and t r a c k Ho, 9 8 . About 50 mlnuteo " l a t e r the f r o n t end of t he 
p o r t i o n o f t he t r a i n which m s s t a n d i n g on t r a c k S o . 1 was 
s t r u o k by Mo. 3 6 1 . 

No, 3 6 1 , a v e s t - b o u n d f i r s t - c l a s s p p s e e n g e r t r a i n , con­
s i s t e d of D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 5789 and 5 7 6 3 , c o u p l e d i n 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one e x p r e s s c a r , one s t o r a g e m a l l c e r , 
one p a r l o r c a r , one coach , and one combina t ion p a s s e n g e r -
b a g g a g e o a r , i n the o r d e r named, At Hudeon, 1 2 . 4 m i l e s e a s t 
of Maple , the members o f the crew r e c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n 
o r d e r Hb. 3031 r e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s : 

Ho 3 6 1 Eng 6769 has r i p h t o v e r 
oppos ing t r a i n s on No 1 trecfc 
Hudson to Harvard 

The orew a l s o r e c e i v e d c l e a r - b l o c k a u t h o r i t y on t r a c k No, 1 
from Hudson to H a r v a r d . This t r a i n d e p a r t e d from Hudecn on 
t r a c k No. 1 a t 1 0 : 4 3 a . a . , 1 7 minu tes l a t e , and w h i l e moving 
a t a speed o f abou t 3 5 m i l e s p e r hour i t s t r u c k the p o r t i o n 
o f t he t r a i n of E x t r a 3988 E a s t which was s t a n d i n g on t r a c k 
No. 1 . 
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The f i r s t oar of Extra 8982 East wag Semolished, and 
the rear truck of the fourth car was derai led. The second 
and the fourth cars were badly damaged, and the third ear 
was s l igh t ly damaged. The front truck of the f i r s t Dlesel-
e lec t r l c unit of No. 361 was derai led. This unit stopped 
upright and approximately in l i n e with the track. I t was 
considerably damaged. The f i r s t , fourth, f i f t h , and sixth 
care were s l igh t ly damaged. 

The engineer, the fireman, the conductor, the brakeman-
t lcket co l lec tor , and the flagman of No. 361 were injured. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which 
occurred about 11 a. m. 

DlSQUBSlon 

At the time the accident occurred track No. 2 between 
Hudson and Harvard was occupied by a power tamping machine. 
No. 361 was being operated over track No. 1 between these 
stations so that i t would not be necesflary for the maintenance-
of-way force to clear track No. 2. The investigation d i s ­
closed that the accident occurred ae a result of a misunder­
standing between the employees Involved as to the movements 
which were to be made by Extra 8982 East at Maple, but these 
employees were not in agreement in their recol lect ions of the 
conversations which took place concerning these movements. 

According to the statements of the conductor of Extra 
8962 East, before his train entered track No. 1 he called the 
operator at Erie Crossing anfl requested permission to proceed 
to a plant of the Ford Motor Company, l o c a t e d 4.8 miles east 
of Maple, on track No. 1. He told the operator that there 
were 19 care in hie train and that t h e se cars would be l e f t 
on track No. 1 at Maple while 12 additional cars were added. 
The train then departed east-bound on track No. 1. When i t 
stopped at Maple the flagman proceeded westward to provide 
protection. The conductor called the operator at Hudson and 
requested permission to occupy track No. £ in order to enter 
the west-bound receiving yard v ie track No. 98. After he 
secured this permission the locomotive was moved into the yard 
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and t h e s w i t c h e s ware r e s t o r e d to n o r s a l p o s i t i o n . Th^ 
c o n d u c t o r then c a l l e d t h e o p e r a t o r a t Hudson and r e p o r t e d 
t h a t t h e 6982 was c l e a r o f t r a c k No , 2 a t M a p l e . He t o l d 
the o p e r a t o r t h a t t h e movement i n t o the yard was to be 
made with t he l o c o m o t i v e o n l y , b u t he d i d not men t ion t h a t 
a p o r t i o n of t he t r a i n was b e i n g l e f t on t r a c k No . 1 . He 
assumed t h a t s i n c e he d i d mi r e p o r t t h e t r a i n c l e a r o f t r a c k 
No, 1 I t would be u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e rear p o r t i o n o f the 
t r a i n ms s t i l l o c c u p y i n g that t r a c k - The c o n d u c t o r and the 
f r o n t brakeman accompan ied the l o o o m o t l v e i n t o the y a r d . The 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e the l o c o m o t i v e r e t u r n e d to M a p l e . 

A c c o r d i n g to the s t a t e m e n t s of the operator a t E r i e 
C r o s s i n g , when he t a l k e d w i t h the c o n d u c t o r o f E x t r a 8982 
E a s t the c o n d u c t o r t o l d him t h a t t he t r a i n c o n s i s t e d o f 1 9 
c a r e f o r t he p l a n t of the Ford Motor Company and t h a t 1 2 c a r s 
f o r tho same d e s t i n a t i o n would be added t o t h e t r a i n a t Map le , 
The c o n d u c t o r d i d no t tell him tha t he p lanned to l e a v e the 
1 9 o a r s on t r a c k No, 1 a t M a p l e , The operator g a v e the i n ­
f o r m a t i o n which he r e c e i v e d from the conductor to t h e t r a i n 
d i s p a t c h e r and a l s o to t he o p e r a t o r a t Harvard. There was no 
mention o f the manner I n which the movements were to b e made 
a t Map le , 

A c c o r d i n g to the s t a t e m e n t s of t he operator a t Harvard, 
t h e o p e r a t o r a t E r i e C r o s s i n g t o l d him t h a t E x t r a 8982 E a s t 
c o n s i s t e d o f 1 9 o a r s f o r Maple and would p i c k up 1 2 c a r s a t 
Maple f o r t he p l a n t o f t he F o r d Motor Company. S i n c e the 
t r a i n was d e s t i n e d to a p o i n t was t o f Hudson, the o p e r a t o r a t 
Harva rd d i d no t n o t i f y the o p e r a t o r a t Hudson o f t h e movements 
which were t o be made. About 45 minu te s after t h e t r a i n p a s s e d 
Harva rd the d i s p a t c h e r c a l l e d the o p e r a t o r and Informed him 
t h a t E x t r a 8 9 8 2 B a s t was r e p o r t e d c l e a r of t r a c k No, 1 a t 
1 0 : 1 8 a . m. The d i s p a t c h e r d i d no t s a y whether the l o c o m o t i v e 
o n l y o r the e n t i r e t r a i n was c l e a r o f the t r a c k , bu t the o p e r a ­
t o r assumed t h a t s i n c e the t r a c k was r e p o r t e d c l e a r the e n t i r e 
t r a i n was c l e a r . The o p e r a t o r a t Hudson a l s o t o l d the o p e r a t o r 
a t Ha rva rd t h a t E x t r a 8982 E a s t was c l e a r of t r a c k s Nos. 1 and 
2 a t 1 0 : 1 8 a . m. The o p e r a t o r at Harvard then t o l d the d i s ­
p a t c h e r t h a t t r a c k No. 1 between Harva rd and Hudson was c l e a r 
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with tha exception of Extra 9581 East, which had passed 
Harvard at 9;26 a. m. The dispatcher gave him the time 
that Extra 9581 East had passed Hudson. Re then issued . 
train orders Nos. 116 and U 7 . Train order No. 116, which 1 

was addressed to the operator at Harvard, was issued a t 
10:^4 a. m. This order read as fo l lows : 

Hold a l l eastward trains d e a r of No 1 track 
between Harvard ana Hudson 

Train order No. 117, which was addressed to a l l eastward 
trains on No. 1 traok at Harvard and to No. 361 at Hudson, 
was also issued at 10:24 a. p . After these orders were 
issued, the operator at Hudson reported to the operator at 
Harvard that Extra 9581 East had passed Hudson at 9:55 a. m. 
and that the 8982 had cleared track No. 1 at 10:18 a. m. 
He then asked the operator at Harvard for block authority for 
No. 361 on track No. 1. According to the station record of 
train movements at Harvard, c] ear-blocK authority was given 
for the movement of No. 361 on track No. 1 at 10:34 a. m. 

According to the statements of the operator at Hudson, 
the conductor of Extra 8962 East called him on the telephone 
at 10:12 a. m, and requested permission to occupy track No. 
2 at Maple in order to cross over into the west-bound receiving 
yard. The operator gave him this permission, and several 
minutes l a t e r the conductor called and reported that engine 
8982 was clear of traok No. 2 at 10:18 a. m. The operator did 
not Inquire whether the movement was made with a locomotive 
only or with a locomotive with ca^s, and the conductor did not 
volunteer this Information. A short time l a t e r the train 
dispatcher Inquired whether a locomotive had crossed over at 
Maple recent ly . The operator gave him the times that the 
conductor of Extra 8982 East had requested permission to 
occupy traok No. 2 and had reported clear of that track. The 
dispatcher then called the operator at Harvard and told him 
that the 8982 had cleared at Maple. The operator at Hudson 
Interrupted and said that the conductor had reported clear of 
traok No. 2 . Neither the dispatcher nor the operator at Harvard 
replied to him. The dispatcher asked the operator at Harvard 
Lf track No. 1 between Harvard and Hudson was clear, and af ter 
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ascertaining the time that Extra 9581 Bast had passed 
Hudson the operator at Harvard replied that the trade 
vA3 clear. After the dispatcher issued train ordere 
Kos. 116 and 117 the operator at Hudson called the 

ere tor at Harvard, told him that Extra 9581 East, the 
last east-hounu train which had been reported to him, had 
passed Hudson at 9: S5 a. m., and asked whether track No. 
1 was clear . The operator at Harvard replied that i t was. 
The operator at Hudson then asked for block authority for 
No. 361 on track No. 1, and the operator a t Harvard replied 
that the block was c lear . Extra 8982 East was not mentioned 
during this conversation between the operators. 

According to the statements of the train dispatcher, 
before Extra 9982 East passed Erie Cross!nz the operator at 
that point reported to him that there were 19 cars in the 
train and that 10 or 12 cars for the plant of the Ford Motor 
Company would be added to the train at Maple. The destina­
tion of the 19 cars was not mentioned. The time<j that the 
train paused Erie Crossing and Harvard were reported by the 
operators. About 10r20 a. m. the operator at Hudson reported 
that the 8962 was clear of track Ho. 2 at v ap le at 10:18 a. m. 
The dl spat oner then asked the operator at Harvard i f track 
No. 1 was cleared as a result of this -covenant, The operator 
replied that he dia net have a report of the time that Extra 
9581 East had pa399d Hudson. The operator at Hudson gave him 
thl? time, and both operators than to3d the dispatcher that 
track No. 1 was clear. The dispatcher did not inquire as to 
whether the movement of locomotive 8982 Into the yard was made 
with the locomotive only or with the entire train, and he did 
not r eca l l that the operator at Hudson had emphasised that he 
was only reporting the movement clear of traok No. 2. After 
the dispatcher was satisfied that track No. 1 was clear, he 
arranged to operate No. 381 over that track so that i t would 
not be necessary for the maintenance-of-my force to clear 
track No, 2. 

As No. 361 was approaching the point where the accident 
occurred the enginemea were maintaining a lookout ahead from 
their poaltions in the control compartment at the front of 
the locomotive. The members of the train crew were in various 
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l o c a t i o n s i n t he t r a i n . The enginemen s a i d t h a t t h e y saw 
t h e t r a i n of E x t r a 8982 E a s t a t a d i s t a n c e o f 1 , 5 0 0 to 
2 , 0 0 0 f<?et. B e c a u s e of c u r v a t u r e of the t r a c k t h e s e 
employees cou ld no t d e t e r m i n e which t r a c k the c a r e were 
o c c u p y i n g u n t i l t h e l o c o m o t i v e r e a c h e d a p o i n t which the 
e n g i n e e r thought was abou t 1 , 0 0 0 f e e t e a s t of the e a s t 
o a r . The e n g i n e e r then made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n of 
the b r a k e s . A c c o r d i n g to the t a p e of the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g 
d e v i c e , t he speed was abou t 50 m i l e s p e r hour when the 
b r a k e a p p l i c a t i o n became e f f e c t i v e and about 35 m i l e s p e r 
hour when the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

B e c a u s e of the c o n f l i c t i n t he s t a t e m e n t s o f t he 
employees i n v o l v e d , the e x a c t c o n v e r s a t i o n s wh ich took p l a c e 
c o n c e r n i n g the movement of E x t r a 8982 E a s t were not de te rmined 
d u r i n g t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . O r d i n a r i l y when a movement i s 
made from t r a c k No. 1 to t r a c k No. 96 a t Maple a member of 
the crew o b t a i n s p e r m i s s i o n to occupy t r a c k No. 2 from the 
o p e r a t o r a t Hudson and r e p o r t s to t h e o p e r a t o r a f t e r t r a c k 
No. 2 i s c l e a r e d . I f t he movement c l e a r s t r a c k No. 1 , a 
member of t h e c rew r e p o r t s to the o p e r a t o r a t H a r v a r d , When 
a movement l a made from t r a c k No, 99 to t r a c k No. 9& a member 
o f the orew o b t a i n s p e r m i s s i o n to occupy t r a c k No. 1 from the 
o p e r a t o r a t Harvard and p e r m i s s i o n to occupy t r a c k No, 2 from 
the o p e r a t o r a t Hudson. He r e p o r t s to each o p e r a t o r a f t e r 
e ach t r a c k I s c l e a r e d . I n the i n s t a n t c a s e the o p e r a t o r a t 
Hudson d i d not know whether t he movement to t r a c k No. 98 was 
b e i n g made from t r a c k No. 99 o r from t r a c k No. 1 , and he d i d 
n o t know what a r r a n g e m e n t s the crew had made to occupy t r a c k 
No. 1 o r to c l e a r tha t t r a c k . A s a r e s u l t o f t he c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
be tween t h e two o p e r a t o r a and the d i s p a t c h e r a f t e r the l o c o m o t l v 
e n t e r e d t h e y a r d , each o f t h e s e employees thought t h a t the 
o t h e r employees had knowledge t h a t t r a c k K o . 1 v a e c l e a r . The 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t a p o r t i o n of t he t r a i n may have been l e f t on 
t r a c k No. 1 was not d i s c u s s e d . 

As a r e s u l t o f m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s d i s c l o s e d by t h e s e 
c o n f l i c t i n g s t a t e m e n t s , t he p a s s e n g e r t r a i n was p e r m i t t e d to 
move a g a l n e t the c u r r e n t of t r a f f i c vhen the t r a c k on which 
I t was run had not been c l e a r e d of o p p o s i n g t r a i n s , and i t was 
p e r m i t t e d to e n t e r a b l o c k under c l e a r - b l o c k a u t h o r i t y when tne 
b l o o k was o c c u p i e d by the r e a r n o r t i o n o f the o p p o s i n g t r a i n . 



- 13 - 3626 

Cause 
This accident was caused by authorizing a train t o 

move against the ourrent of traffic on a track which was 
not clear of opposing trains and admitting a train to an 
occupied block under clear-block authority. 

Dated at Washington, D. C., this third 
day of June, 1965. 
By the Commission, Commissioner Claras. 

(SEAL) HAROLD D. MoCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


