
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

REPORT NO. 3563 

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY 

I N RE ACCIDENT 

AT GLENMONT, OHIO, ON 

MARCH 25, 1954 



- 2 - Report, ̂ p. _3563 

SUMMARY 

Date: 
Railroad; 
Location: 
Kind of accident; 
Trains Involved: 
Train numbers* 

Engine numbers; 
i 

Consi st: 
Estimated speeds: 
Operation; 

Track; 
p 

We a ther; 
Time: 
Casualties: 
Cause: 

March 26, 1954 
Pennsylvanla 
Glenmont, Ohio 
Rear-end collision 
Freight 
Extra 9?30 South 

Diesel-electric 
units 9730A, 
9730B, 9732B, 
and 9727A 
144 cars, 2 cabooses 
Standing 

Locomo tive 
Extra 9664 
South 

Dlesel-electrlc 
units 9664A 
and 96S5A 

30 m. p. h. 
Timetable, train orders, and 
manual-block system 
Single; tangent; 0.25 percent 
ascending grade southward 
Clear 
1: 37 a. m. 
4 Injured 
Failure to operate following train 
In accordance wlth a permissive-
block signal indication and a 
flagman1s signals 
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REPORT NO. 3563 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY 

May 4 , 1954 

A c c i d e n t a t Glenmont, Oh io , on March 26 , 1954, caused 
by f a i l u r e to o p e r a t e the f o l l o w i n g t r a i n i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a p e r m l s s i v e - b l o c k s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n 
and a f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner-

On March 26, 1954, t he re was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween a f r e i g h t t r a i n and a l o c o m o t i v e on t h e P e n n s y l ­
v a n i a R a i l r o a d a t Glenmont, O h i o , which r e s u l t e d i n the 
i n j u r y o f t h r e e t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees and one employee 
no t on d u t y . T h i s a c c i d e n t was i n v e s t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Commission o f 
O h i o . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission t o Commissioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t l o n . 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 
This accident occurred on that part of the Lake Division 

extending "between Hudson and Division Post, near Columbus, 
Ohio, 141,0 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident 
this Is a single-track line, over which trains are operated 
by timetable, train orders, and a manual-block system. At 
Glenmont, 72.8 miles south of Hudson, a siding 1,43 miles 
In length parallels the main track on the west. The north 
switch of this siding is 1.44 miles north of the station. 
The accident occurred on the main track at a point 554 feet 
south of the north siding-switch. From the north there are, 
in succession, a 6°18' curve to the right 1,271 feet in 
length, a tangent 1,269 feet, a 1° curve to the right 250 
feet, and a tangent 2,693 feet to the point of accident and 
977 feet southward. At the point of accident the grade Is 
0.25 percent ascending southward. 

The block in which the accident occurred extends between 
KN block-limit station, 17.1 miles north of Glenmont, and 
Glenmont. The adjacent northward block extends between 
Orrville, 35.6 miles north of Glenmont, and KN. The offices 
at Orrville and Glenmont are open 'continuously. KN block-limit 
station is unattended and Is controlled by the operator at 
Glenmont, 

This carrier's operating rules read In part as follows: 
35, The following signals will be used by flagmen-
# # • 

Night signals—A red light* torpedoes and fusees. 
99. When a train stops under circumstances in which 

It may be overtaken by another train, the flagman must 
go back Immediately with flagman's signals a sufficient 
distance to Insure full protection, placing two torpedoes, 
and when necessary, in addition, displaying lighted 
fusees, 

• # # 

289. Permissive-block signal Indication—*Block 
occupied; * * * proceed prepared to stop short of a 
train or obstruction, but not exceeding 15 miles per 
hour. 
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305. Block signals govern the use of blocks, but 
unless otherwise provided, do not supersede the 
superiority of trains, nor dispense with the use and 
the observance of other signals whenever and wherever 
they may be required. 

At a block-limit station trains will be governed 
In their use of the block by Instructions of the -
signalman In charge of the block-limit station as 
Indicated on the time-table, 

317, (For absolute block for opposing movements 
and permissive block for following movements on the 
same track.) 

* # * 

# # # if the block is clear of opposing trains and 
passenger trains, the signalman in charge of the block 
station may permit a train other than a passenger train 
to follow a train other than a passenger train Into the 
block by displaying a Permissive-block signal for the 
train to be admitted to the blook. The signalman in 
charge of a block-limit station may give a train at 
that block-Jimlt station verbal permission to enter one 
block. The signalman, when authorized by the superln-" 
tendent,.will issue Clearance Card (Form K) to a train 
not governed by Slear-block signal to pass one or more 
block-limit stations as though Permissive-block signal 
were displayed. 

Firemen 
400N-7. * * * 
They are responsible * * * for assisting the engineman 

in all things requisite for the safe and prompt movement 
of their train. 
In the vicinity of the point of accident the maximum 

authorized speed for freight trains is 45 miles per hour. 
Description of Accident 

Extra '9730 South, a south-bound freight train, con­
sisted of Diesel-electric units 9730A, 9730B, 9732B, and 
9727A, coupled In multiple-unit control, 144 care, and 2 
cabooses. This train departed from Orrville, the last 
open office.,, at 12:14 a. m, and stopped on the main track 
at Glenmont about 1:23 a, m, with the rear end at a point 
554 feet south of the north siding-switch. About 14 minutes 
later the rear end was struck by Extra 9664 South. 
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E x t r a 9664 South, a south-round I n o o r a o t l v e a s s i g n e d 
to h e l p e r s e r v i c e , c o n s i s t e d o f D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 
9664A and 9665A, coupled i n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l . T h i s 
l o c o m o t i v e had a s s i s t e d a nor th-hound f r e i g h t t r a i n f ro r 
D a n v i l l e , 12 .5 m i l e s sou th o f Glenmont, t o O r r v i l l e . En 
r o u t e members of the c rew had r e c e i v e d t r a i n - o r d e r a u t h o r i t y 
f o r t h e i r l o c o m o t i v e to run e x t r a C r r v i l l e to Glenmont on 
the r e t u r n movement. A t O r r v i l l e the c r e v r e c e i v e d a u t h o r i t y 
to l e a v e O r r v i l l e and to pass KN as though p e r m i s s i v e - b l o c ' 
s i g n a l s were d i s p l a y e d . 'Th i s l o c o m o t i v e ^ d e p a r t O from 
O r r v i l l e a t 12 :22 a. m. , pa rked the n o r t h s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t 
Glenmont, and w h i l e moving on the main t r a c k a t an e s t i m a t e d 
speed of 30 m i l e s p e r hour i t s t ruck the r o a r end o f Ex t r a 
9730 South . 

The caboose at the r e a r o f t h e t r a i n and the r e a r t ruck 
o f the s e c o i d caboose f rom the r e a r o f Ex t r a 9730 South were 
d e r a i l e d . The r e a r caboose was d e s t r o y e d , and t h e o t n e r 
caboose was somewhat damaged The underf rame o f the r e a r 
caboose o v e r r o d e the buf : e r a t the f r o n t end o f the f i r s t 
D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t o f Ext ra 9664 South 2nd t e l e s c o p e d the 
c o n t r o l compartment . The c o n t r o l compartment van d e m o l i s h e d , 
and tne u n i t wa<3 o t h e r w i s e damaged, T h i s u n i t s t o r i e d 
w i t h the f r o n t end a c r o s s the r a i l s o f the s i d i n g and 
a g a i n s t t he unde r s ide o f the r e a r caboose o f Ext ra 9750 
South. The r e a r end o f the u n i t was be tween the main t r a c k 
and the s i d i n g , I t l e a n e d toward the w e s t a t an a n ^ l e o f 
about 30 d e g r e e s . A l l w h e e l s o f t r l ^ u n i t were d e r a i l e d . 
Wo o t h e r equipment o f e i t h e r t r a i n was d e r a i l e d . 

The conduc to r o f E x t r a 9730 South and the e n p i n c e r 
and the f l agman o f E x t r a 3664 South were i n j u r e d , 

The ^Gather was c l e a r a t the t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d about l r 3 7 a. m. 

The D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s o f Ex t r a 9664 South were 
equ ipped w i t h 24RL brake equipment . A s a f e t y - c o n t r o l 
f e a t u r e a c t u a t e d by a f o o t - p e d r j l wes p r o v i d e d . An emer­
gency b rake v a l v e was l o c a t e d on tne f i r e m a n ' s s i d e of 
each c o n t r o l compartment. The c o n t r o l compartment o f the 
f i r s t u n i t was p r o v i d e d - ' i t h t r a i nphone equipment f o r 
communicat ion w i t h s i m i l a r l y equ ipped l o c o m o t i v e 0 , c a b o o s e s , 
and s t a t i o n s . 
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D i s c u s s i o n 

Under t h e r u l e s o f t h i s o a r r l e r , when a t r a i n s tops 
under c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n which i t may be o v e r t a k e n by ano the r 
t r a i n , t h e , f l a g m a n must go back I m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f l a g m a n ' s 
s i g n a l s a" s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e to I n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n , 
p l a c i n g two t o r p e d o e s , and when n e c e s s a r y , d i s p l a y i n g 
l i g h t e d f u s e e s . A t r a i n o t h e r than a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n may 
be a d m i t t e d to a b l o c k o c c u p i e d by a p r e c e d i n g f r e i g h t 
t r a i n o n l y under a u t h o r i t y o f a p e r m i s s i v e - b l o c k s i g n a l 
i n d i c a t i o n , -A t r a i n which e n t e r s a b l o c k under a u t h o r i t y 
o f a p e r m i s s i v e - b l o c k s i g n a l ' I n d i c a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d to 
p r o c e e d w i t h i n t h a t b l o c k a t a speed not e x c e e d i n g 15 m i l e s 
p e r hour , and must be o p e r a t e d I n such manner tha t I t can 
be s topped s h o r t o f a p r e c e d i n g t r a i n o r an o b s t r u c t i o n , A 
t r a i n a u t h o r i s e d by c l e a r a n c e card Form K to p a s s a b l o c k -
l i m i t s t a t i o n as though a p e r m i s s i v e - b l o c k s i g n a l were 
d i s p l a y e d i s s i m i l a r l y r e s t r i c t e d In the b lock I n advance 
o f the b l o c k - l i m i t s t a t i o n . 

Ex t r a 9730 South d e p a r t e d from O r r v i l l e a t 12 :14 a, m. 
Members o f the c r e w had r e c e i v e d c l e a r - b l o c k a u t h o r i t y be tween 
O r r v i l l e and G-lenmont. T h i s t r a i n had s topped on the main 
t r a c k a t G-lenmont to a w a i t the a r r i v a l o f Ex t ra 9664 South, 
the h e l p e r l o c o m o t i v e which was to a s s i s t the t r a i n southward . 
The conduc to r and the f l agman were i n the r e a r c a b o o s e . A 
t r a i n - s e r v i c e employee who was n o t on duty was i n the second 
caboose from the r e a r . The l o c o m o t i v e was i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f the s t a t i o n , and the r e a r end o f the t r a i n was a t a p o i n t 
554 f e e t south o f the n o r t h s i d i n g - s w i t c h . I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
t he t r a i n s topped the f lagman a l i g h t e d from the caboose w i t h 
f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s and p r o c e e d e d nor thward to p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n . 
The marker l i g h t s were l i g h t e d and d i s p l a y e d r e d to the r e a r . 
The f l agman sa id t h a t when he o b s e r v e d the r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e 
h e a d l i g h t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g l o c o m o t i v e he l i g h t e d a r e d f u s e e 
and con t inued to walk no r thward . He l a t e r d ropped t h i s f u s e e 
and i m m e d i a t e l y l i g h t e d ano the r and p r o c e e d e d no r thward , 
g i v i n g s t o p s i g n a l s , H i s s i g n a l s were not a c k n o w l e d g e d , and 
he d i d no t hear %ho g r a d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l sounded f o r 
a h ighway c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d 2 ,953 f e e t nor th o f the n o r t h 
s i d i n g - s w i t c h . He s a i d tha t he d i d not p l a c e t o r p e d o e s . The 
h e l p e r l o c o m o t i v e was to be c o u p l e d to h i s t r a i n a t .Glenmont, 
and he d i d n o t c o n s i d e r t h e i r use n e c e s s a r y . He s a i d t h a t he 
r e a c h e d a p o i n t n o r t h o f t he n o r t h s i d i n g - s w i t c h and con t inued 
to g i v e s top s i g n a l s as the l o c o m o t i v e was c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g , 
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I m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e the l o c o m o t i v e panned he t n r e ^ the 
l i g h t e d f u s e e acros-i the . t rack I n f r o n t of the c o n t r o l 
compartment In an e f f o r t t o a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n o f the 
enginemen. He e s t i m a t e d t ha t the speed o f the l o c o m o t i v e 
v a s abou t 30 m i l e s p e r hour . He s a i d t h a t the sound o f the 
exhaus t o f t he D i e s e l e n g i n e s o f t he l o c o m o t i v e I n d i c a t e d 
tha t power waa b e i n g u s e d . 

Ex t r a 9564 South was on the s i d i n g a t O r r v i l l e when 
Ex t r a 9730 South d e p a r t e d . The f lagman communicated by 
t e l e p h o n e w i t h the o p e r a t o r I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r E x t r a 9730 
South d e p a r t e d and o b t a i n e d b l o c k a u t h o r i t y f o r t h e movement 
f rom O r r v i l l e t o Glenmont . E x t r a 9664 South d e p a r t e d from 
O r r v i l l e a t 12 :22 a. rr. As t h i s t r a i n was a p p r o a c h i n g the 
p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t o c - u i r e d the enginemen were i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e p o s i t i o n s i n the c o n t r o l compartment a t the f r o n t 
o f the l o c o m o t i v e . The f lagman w?s I n the c o n t r o l compar t ­
ment a t t h e r e a r . The n e a d l i g n t was l l r h t e d b r i g h t l y . The 
b r a k e s o f the l o c o m o t i v e had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when used 
en r o u t e . Both the t r a i n p h o n e a p o ^ a t u s and the speed 
i n d i c a t o r i n the f r o n t c o n t r o l compartment were I n o p e r a t i v e . 
The windows o f the c o n t r o l compartment wore c l o s e d . The 
e n g i n e e r s a i d tha t he r e c a l l e d l a s t u s i n r the b r a k e s to 
c o n t r o l the sored when the l o c o m o t i v e v ^ s In the v i c i n i t y o f 
K l l l b u c k , but he d i d not r e c a l l t a k i n g any a c t i o n a f t e r t ha t 
t i m e . He d i d not o b s e r v e the r e a r end o f the p r e c e d i n g t r a i n 
b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . The f i r eman sa id t ha t the 
e n g i n e e r appeared normal and tna t the speed o f the l o c o m o t i v e 
had ee^n p r o p e r l y c o n t r o l l e d by t h e use o f the b r a k e s a t 
v a r i o u s p o i n t s en r o u t e . He s a i d t h a t I m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e 
tne l o c o m o t i v e e n t e r e d the t angen t on wba rb tho a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d he r a i s e d h i s g lasses ' " t o h i s f o e r e a d and wiped 
h i s e y e s w i t h a hondr.erel 1 e f . Ke d i d not r e c a L l whe ther 
the g r a d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l was sounded f o r the h ighway 
c r o s s i n g I m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . He 
s a i d t h a t when he had comple ted w i p i n g h i s e y e s he r e p l a c e d 
h i s g l a s s e s and then o b s e r v e d the maimer l i g h t s o f the 
p r e c e d i n g t r a i n * Ke c a l l e d a w a r n i n g , but the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d b e f o r e he c o u l d tak^ a c t i o n t o s t op the t r a m , He 
e s t i m a t e d tha t the l o c o m o t i v e had been moving a t a speed o f 
about 15 m i l e s p e r nour I m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . The f l agman sa id the speed Ind l e c t o r i n the r e a r 
c o n t r o l comportment i n d i c a t e d a speed o f 30 to 35 n i l e s p e r 
hour a s the l o c o m o t i v e was moving on the cu^ve i m m e d i a t e l y 
n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . He became c o n c e r n e d , but 
then d e c i d e d tha t o t h e r members o f t h e crew had communicated 
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by tralnphone with the crew of the o reced ing t r a i n and had 
ascer ta ined the l o c a t i o n of that t r a i n . He said that he 
was unaware of anything being wrong u n t i l the locomot ive 
passed a l i g h t e d fusee Immediately before the c o l l i s i o n 
occurred. 

The engineer o f Extra 9564 South said that he did not 
remember f e e l i n g i l l be fo re r epo r t i ng f o r duty, but he became 
111 on the north-bound t r i p between Danv i l l e and O r r v i l l e . 
He assumed that he was su f fe r ing from an at tack of I n d i g e s t i o n , 
and be fo re depar t ing from O r r v i l l e he took some bicarbonate 
o f soda„ This treatment f a i l e d to r e l i e v e the condi t ion , 
and a f t e r depar t ing from O r r v i l l e he became v i o l e n t l y 111. 
A f t e r the accident occurred he was unable to r e c a l l at what 
po in t he took charge of h i s locomot ive and could r e c a l l only 
sca t te red d e t a i l s of the north-bound t r i p . He was able to 
r e c a l l events r e l a t i n g to the south-bound t r i p Insofar as 
movement from O r r v i l l e to Kl l lbuck was concerned, but apparent ly 
he had lapsed in to a coma In the v i c i n i t y of Kl l lbuck and 
could r e c a l l no inc iden t s which occurred a f t e r the t r a in 
passed that s t a t i on . 

In t e s t s made between 11:05 p . m, and 11:45 p . m., 
March 29, 1954, i t was found that with a south-bound t ra in 
standing wi th the rear end a t the po in t where the accident 
occurred the marker l i g h t s on the caboose were v i s i b l e from 
the con t ro l compartment o f a f o l l o w i n g locomot ive throughout 
a d i s tance of 4,252 f e e t Immediately north of the point of 
acc iden t . A l i g h t e d fusee placed on the track 450 f e e t 
north of the point o f acc ident was v i s i b l e from the cont ro l 
compartment of a south-bound locomot ive throughout a d is tance 
of 5,032 f e e t north of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t . " 

The engineer of Extra 9664 South entered the s e rv i ce 
of the c a r r i e r as locomot ive fireman A p r i l 8, 1913, and 
was promoted to engineer October 16, 1917. He l a s t passed 
a p e r i o d i c a l phys ica l examination by a phys ic ian of the 
medical department of the c a r r i e r June 5, 1953. While he 
was h o s p i t a l i z e d f o r treatment of i n j u r i e s r e c e i v e d In the 
accident he was found to have an abnormal kidney cond i t ion . 
Laboratory t e s t s d i sc lo sed that non-protein n i t rogen of the 
blood was 63.0, the normal l i m i t s being 25-35. The phys ic ian 
in charge of h i s treatment at the hosp i t a l s ta ted that such 
condi t ion could r e su l t in the a f f e c t e d Ind iv idua l being dul led 
mentally o r laps ing In to a coma. He further s ta ted that the 
engineer apparently had been su f f e r ing from th i s condi t ion f o r 
some pe r iod p r i o r to the time of the acc iden t . 
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Cause 

Tr.i c a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e to o p e r a t e the 
f o l l o w i n 1 t r a i n in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a p e r m i s s i v e - b l o c k 
s i r Hal i nd i ca t i on and a f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D. C , , t h i s f o u r t n 
day o f Kay, 1954. 

By the Commission, Commiss lo re r C l a r k e . 

( S E ^ L ) G-EORCE W. LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


