INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO., 3563
THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT GLENMONT, OHIO, ON
MARCH 25, 1954




Date:

Railreoad:
Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:

Traln numbers:

Engine numbers:

Consigt:
Estimated speeds:

Operatlon;
Tracx:

Wea ther;
Time:
Casualtles:

Cause:

-2 - Report_No., 3563 .

March 26, 1954
Penngylvania
Glenmont, Ohlo
Rear-end colllsion
Freight
Extra 9730 South
DieBel-electric
units 97304,

97308, 97328,
and g7274

144 cars, 2 caboosges

Standing

- an w man

Locomotlive

Extra 9664
South

Diesel—-electric

units 9664A
and 96334

<0 m, p. h.

Timetable, train orders, and

manual-block system

Jingle; tangent; 0.25 percent
ascending grade southward

Clear
1:37 a. m,

4 injured

Failure to overate following train

in accordance with a permlsslve-
block signal 1lndicatlon and a

flagman's slgnals
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3563

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY

llay 4, 1954

Accident at Glenmont, Ohlo, on Merch 26, 1254, caused
by fallure to operate the following train in
accordance with a permlssive-block signal indication
and a flagman's signals.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commissioner-

On March 26, 1954, there was a rear-end collislon
betrreen a freight trailn and a locomotlve on the Pennsyl-
vanla Rallroad at Glenmont, Ohio, which resvlted 1n the
Injury of three traln-service employees and one employee
not on duty. This accident was investizated 1n conjunctlon
with representatives of the Public Utilities Commission of
Ohio.

1
Under avthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled procesding was referred by the
Commission to Commlssioner Clarke for conslderation and
dlsposltion,
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Location of Accldent and Methpd of Operation

Thlg accldent occurred cn that part of the Lake Dilvlslon
extending between Hudson and Divigieon Post, near Ceolumbus,
Ohlo, 141,0 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accldent
this 1s a single-track line, over which tralns are operated
by timetable, train orders, and a manual-~block system. At
Glenmont, 72.8 miles south of Hudson, a slding 1,43 mlles
in 1ength parallels the maln track on the west., The north
switeh of this slding ls 1.44 miles north of the statlon,
The accldent occurred on the maln track at a polnt 53¢ feet
south of the north slding-swltch, From the north there are,
in succession, a 6°18' curve to the right 1,271 feet 1In
length, a tangent 1,269 feet, a 1° curve to the right 250
feet, and & tangent 2,693 feet to the polnt of acclildent and
977 feet southward. At the point of accldent the grade 1s
0.25 percent ascending southward

The block in which the accldent occurred extends between
KN block=1limit statlon, 17.1 miles north of Glenmont, and
Glenmont. The adjacent northward block extends between
Orrville, 35,6 miles north of Glenmont, and KN, The offices

at Orrville and Glenmont are open contlnuously, KN block=1limlt

gtatlion ls unattended and ls confrolled by the operator at
Glenmont,

Thls carrler's operating rules read 1n part as follows:
35, The followlng signals will be used by flagmen-*
* % W
Night slgnals=-A red light, torpedoes and fuasees.
99. When a traln stops under circumstances in which

1t may be overtaken by another train, the flagman must
go back lmmedlately wlth flagman's signals a sufficlent

distance to insure full protectlon, placing two torpedoes,

and when necessary, in eddltion, dlsplaying lighted
fusees,

* o %

289. Permissive-block slgnal indication~~Block
occupled; * #* ¥ nroceed prepared to stop short of a
traln or obstructlon, but not exceeding 15 miles per
hour,
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305, Block slgnals govern the uge of blocks, but
unless otherwlse provided, do not supersede the
superiority of trains, nor digpense with the use and
the observance of other slgnals whenever and wherever
they may be required.

At a block-1imlt statlon tralns wlll be govern®d
in thelr use of the block by 1nstructlions of the
glgnalman 1n charge of the block-limlt statlon as
indicated on the time-table.

317, (Por absolute block for pppeosing movements
and permlsslve block for following movements on the
game track.)

#* W W

* % % Tf the block 1s clear of opposing tralins and
passenger trains, the signalman in charge of the block
station may permit a traln other than a passenger train
to follow a ftrain other than a pasgsenger traln into the
block by displaying a Permlsslve-block signal for the
train to be admitted to the block. The slgnalman 1n
charge of a Hlock-1limit statlod may glve a traln at :
that block-limit gtationh verbal permisslon to enter one
block. The slgnalmen, when authorized by the superin-’
tendent, will issue Clearance Card (Form X) to a traln
not governed by €lear-block silgnal to pass one or more
block-1imit statlons as though Fermlselve-block signal
were diagplayed.

Firemen
400N~-7, * # &

They are responsible * % # for agsistlineg the engineman

in all things requlsite for the safe and prompt movement
. of thelr train,

In the vicinity of the point of accldent the maximum
authorlzed speed for frelght tralns 1s 45 miles per hour,

Descriptlon of Accldent

Extra 9730 South, & south-bound frelght train, con-
slsted of Diesel-electric unl ts 9730A, 8730B, 9752B and
97274, coupled in multiple-unit control 144" cars, and 2
cabooses. This tralin departed from Orrville, the last
open office, at 12:14 a. m, and stopped on the mailn track
at Glenmont about 1:23 a. m, wlith the rear end #t a point
554 feet south of the north siding-switch. About 14 minutes
later the rear end was struck by Extra 9664 South.
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Extra 9654 South, 2 sovtk<tound locomotlve assigned
to helper service, conslsted of Dlesel-electrle unlts
96684A and 9660A, coupled in multlple-unit control. Thie
lccomotive ad asaslsted 8 nortr-tound freleht train fror
Danville, 12.5 miles south of Glenmont, to Orrville, I
route members of the crew had recelved tralh-order auvtrority
for thelr locomotive to run extra Crrville te Glenmont on
the return movement. At Orrville the crew recelved authar
to leave Orrville snd to pass XN ag thouch perriszclve-bice
slsnals were dlsplaved., 'This locomotlve depert¢d from
Orrvilie at 12:22 a. m., parred %the north siding-rwltch at
Glenmont, and while moving on the main track at an estlimated
speed of 30 miles pesr hour 1t struck the roar end of Zxtra
9730 South.

P
\Ju,r

T

The cakbonsg at the rear of the traln snd the rear iruck
0f the sccoid caboose from lhe rear of Extra 8730 South wele
derailed, The rear caboose was destroyed, and tre otaer
caboose was sorewhat damared The undierframe of the rear
cakoose overrode the buf:er at the front end of the firat
Diesel-electric unlt of Extra 25864 South 2nd telescoped the
control compartment, The control commartnent a3 demolished,
and the unit wvas otherwlse damared, This unit stormved
wlth the front end acrcss the ralls of the sidlng and
againat the underside of the reayr caboose of Extra $730
Soutr, The rear end of the unit was between the raln tracw
and the siding, It leaned toward the west at an an~le of
about &0 degrees, All wheels of thls unlt were deralled,.

No other equlprent of eltlher traln was deralled.

The conductor of Extra 9730 South and the eneslneer
and the flacman of Extra 3884 South were inlured,

The vreather was clear at the tl-e of tke accldent,
vhielr occurred atout 137 a. 1.

The Dlesel-electrlic units of Exira 2€£4 South were
equipped wlith 24RL brake equipnent, 4 safely-control
feature aclunted by a foot-pedsl wes provided, An ener-
gency brake valve wis located on tre flremsn's slde of
each control compartment. The control compactuent of fhe
Tirst unit was provided -rith tralnphone eqguipment for
communicatlion wlth simllarly eg.ipped logcmotives, cabonses,
an¢ statlons,
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Dlgcussion

Under the rules of this carrier, when a traln stops
under circumstances 1n which it may be overtaken by another
traln, the flagman must go back lmmedlately with flagman's
slgnals a sufficient dlstance to insure full protection,
placing two torpedoes, and when necessary, displaylng
lighted fusees. A traln other than a pasaenger traln may
be admltted to a block occupled by a preceding frelght
train only under authority of a permiselve~-block sipnal
indlcation, -A train which enters a block under authority
of a permissive-block signal indlcatlon is requlred to
proceed wilithin that block at a speed not exceeding 15 mlles
per hour, and must be operated in such manner that 1t can
be stopped short of a precedlng train or an obstruction, A4
trailn suthorized by clearance card Form X to pass a plosk-
1imit statlon as though a permiselive~vlock slgnal were
displayed is slanllarly restricted in the block 1n advance
of the block-1imlt station,

Extra 9730 South dcparted from Orrville at 12:14 a, mnm,
Membera of the crew had received clear~block authority between
Orrville and Glenmont. This traln had stopped on the main
track at Glenmont to awslt the arrival of Extra 9664 Soutkh,
the helper locomotive which was to assist the train southward.
The conductor and the flagman were in the rear cnhoose. &4
traln-gervice employee who vas not on duty weas in the second
¢cbogse from the rear., The locomotlive was in the vieinlty
of the station, and the rear end of the traln wes at a nolnt
554 feet south of thie north siding-switch. Immedliately after
the traln stopped the flagman allghted fror the caboosc wlth
flagman's slgnals and proceeded northward to provide protectlon,
The marker llghts were lighted and dlaplayed red to the reer.
Tre flagman sald thnt when hec observed tre reflection of the
headlight of an approaching locomotive he lighted a rcd fusee
and continued to walk northiard. H2 later dropped this fusee
and lmmedlately lighted another and procceded Torthrard,
glving stop signals, Hls sipnals were not acknowledeed, and
he d1d not hear the grade-crossing whistle slenal sounded for
a highway crossing locatcd £,953 feCt north of the north
slding-switch., He gald that he dld not nlace torpedoes., The
helper locomotive was to be coupled te hls troln at Glénmont,
and he d1d not consider thelr use nesessory, FHe sald thet he
reasched a point north of the north slding-switeh znd continued
to give stop slgnals as the locomotive was closely eroproachlng,
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Immediately before the locomotive pscsed he tarew the
lighted fusee across the .track in front of the control
compartment in en effort to cttroct the altention of the
enginemen, He cstlmated that the sneed of the locomotlve
was about 30 mlles per hour. He azid that the sound of the
exhaust of the Diesel enczinea of the locomotlive indiceted
that power waa belng used,

Extro €564 Sonth wes on the siding at Orrville when
Extra 973C South departed. The flagmen conmunicated by
telephone vwith the operator lmmedintely after Extra 9730
South departed and obtained block auathority for the movement
from Orrville 1o Gleumont. Extra 92664 Sputh dcepsrted from
Orrville at 12:22 2. r. As thile trailn was aporozching the
polnt where the accldent ocrurred the engiremen were 1n thelr
respective positions in the control comp~rtiment at the front
of the locomotive. The flucman was in the control compari-
ment at the rear, The neadlirnt was lichted orightly., The
brakes of the Jloedmotive had furstlored properly when used
en route. Eoth the trazinpkone apo.:ratus and the speed
indicator 1n the front control cempartrent were lnomeratlve,
The windows of the contrel compariment wore closed. The
enclineer suld that he recalled last usine the »rekes %o
control the soeed when the locorotive wos in the vicinlty of
Killbuck, but he 4id not recall taling any ncticn after that
tlne. He did not obiserve the rear end of the mrecedlng traln
before the colllsion cccvrred, The fireqrn s.1d that the
encineer appearcd normal and thot the gneed of the locomotive
had tesn proverly controlled by the vee of the brakes at
varloug points en route., FEe sald that imredirtely before
tne locomeotive entered the tanecent on whirbk he nccident
occurred he railsed kis ~lasang to his fo ecrod and wiped
his eyes wlth a hondeoeralief. He did not recall whether
the crade-crossing wrissle sirnal wes sounded for the highway
erossins lmnedlataly north of the point of accident, He
gald taet whign e had corpleted wiplno his eyes he replaced
hie slasses znd trhen observed the mor ter llahts of the
preceding traln, He culled a waralrg, but the collislon
occurred be“ore he conld ttk~ sction to stop tre troin, He
estimated thet the locomotive had been movine at a epesd of
about 1% miles per nour immsdiately before the accident
occurred, The flagman szld the speed irndleetnr in the reer
control compartment indicatad a speed of 30 To 35 nlles per
hour as the locomotive was moving on the cuvve i1mmediately
north of the point of accldent. He became concerned, but
then declded that other members of the crew had communlcated
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by tralnphone with the crew of the vrecedlng traln and had
ascertalned the locatlon of that traln, He s21d that he

was unaware of anything belng wrong untll the locomotive

passed a lighted fusee immediately beforc the ceclllsion .
occurred.

The engineer of Extra 9664 South sald that he dld not
remember feeling 111 before reporting for duty, but he became
111 on the north-tound trip between Danville and Orrville.

He assumed that he was suffering from an attack of lndigestlon,
and before departing from Orrville he took some bicarbonate

of soda, This treatment failed to relleve the condition,

and after departing from Orrville he became violently 111.
After the accident occurred he was unable to recall at what
polnt he took charge of hls locomotive and could recall only
scattered detalls of the north-bound trip. He was ablée to
recsll events relating to the south-bound trip lnsofar as
movement from Orrville to K1llbuck was concerned, but apparently
he had lapsed into 2 coma in the vicinity of Klllbhbuck and

could recall no ineidents which occurred after the traln
passed that station.

In tests made between 11:05 p, m, and 11:45 p., m.,
March 22, 1954, it was found that =lth a scuth-bound traln
standing with the rear end at the point where the accldent
occurred the marker lights on the caboose were visible from
the control compartment of a following locomotive throughout
a dlstance of 4,252 feet 1lmmedlately north of the point of
accldent., A llghted fusgee placed on the track 450 feet
north of the polnt of accldent was visible from the contrecl
compartmnent of a scuth~bound locomotlve throughout a distance
of 5,032 feet north of the point of accldent.

The engineer of Extra 9664 South entered the service -
of the carrier as locomotive fireman April 8, 1913, and
was promoted to englneer October 16, 1917, He last passed
a perlodical physical examination by a physiclan of the
medical department of the carrier June 5, 1253. Whlle he
wng hospltalized for treatment of injuries recelved in the
accident he was found tc have an atnormel Xidney conditlon,
Laboratory tests disclogsed that non-proteln nitrogen of the
blood was 63.0, the normal limlts being 25-35, The physiclan
1n charge of hls treatment at the hospltal stated that such
condition could result in the affected individual being dulled .
mentally or lapsing into a coma. He further stated that the
engineer apparently had been suffering from this condition for
gome perlod prior to the time of the accldent.
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cause

Trle nceident wos caused by fallure to operate the

followin ' traln i1n esccovaance with a per~issive-block

1 indicrtlion ond a flarman's slgonals.,

Dated at Waghlirzton, D, C,, thls fourtn
day of May, 1954,

By the Cortlerion, Commiaslorer Clarke.

A
I

THAGT W, LATRD,

Secrctary.



