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SUINARY 'l’

Date: December 2, 1285

Railroad: Pennsylvania

Location: Bradley Jct., Pa,

¥ind of acelcdent: Head~end colllsion

Tralns involved: Frelght : Frelght

Train numbers: Extra 8811 Zouth +  Extra 9519 North

Locomotlve numbers: Diesel-erlectrle : Diesel-electric
unlte HE11 ond unlts $519,
582% 9544, and 9684

Consists; 20 cars, caboose +  Catoose

Speeda: 26 m. p. h. 3l Me Do s

Operation: Onerating rulesg and manval-block
system

Track: Single, 8° curve, 1,01 percent
ascending grade southward

Teather: Pockets of fog

Tine: 7:35 a, o,

Casualtles: 3 killled; 7 injured

Cause: Train occupying bloex wlthout

authorl ty ‘
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VATTZR OF MAKING ACOTTENT INVESTIGATION ArFPORSS
A AGOTDES™ [EZPORTI ACT CF LAY 6, 1810,

TFE PENNSYLVANTA PATLPCAD CCOMPAXY

o

J1

ebruary 17, 120G

1685, causcd

Accident ncar 3radley Jet., Fa., on December 7,
by a trawn occupylng a block without autnority.

SIPORT OF THE COMITSSTON

CLaRZE, Comrlssioner:

On Decembor 3, 1255, there vas a ncad-end collision
betwecn o froizght trains on ihe Penneylvanla Rollroad
aear Bradlouy Jet,, Pa, . vhich resulted i1n the dzath of tarce
cToloyers, end <he 1ajury of sevon employess. This sccldent
wzg investlgated 1n congenetlon vitn & verr sentative of f£1c
Penmaylvan.a Public Utility uoqli sLON.

=

;
Under authority of scetion 17 (£) of the Intcrstate Comncree
Act the acove—-entitlzd procccedine was referred by the Comm.s-—

~

cion to Jommissiconcr Clarie for ceongiderstion and disposs Sion,
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location of Accldeont and lMethod of Ovpcration

This eccldent occurrcd on that psrt of the Pittsburch
Division ¢ ﬂs*gnatﬁd as the Crcsson sccondary Trac“, tich
cextonds betrczn Fordham and Cresson, Pa., 63,3 milcs., In
the vicinity of thec point of accident this 1s a slngle-track
line, over -"hich trains are orcrated by oncrating revlces ond
a manual-tlock system. At Bredlcy Jet., 52,0 miles south of
fordham, a linc deosignated as the Susquchanna scecndary track
cenvorgas 1ith the Cresson linc from the north--cst at 2 spring
switch whlch 1s a tralling-point for socuth-bound movcmecnts,
The Suscuchanns secondary track cxtends betweon Cherry Treo,
Pa., and Bradloy Jet.,, 17.5 miles. In thc vieinity of Bradlcy
Jet. 1t 1s o sinelo-track linc, over vhich tralna arc opcratcd
by opcreting rulcs and a manucl-block systcm. A block-1imit
st-tion designated as DF 1s locatod on the Svsquchenna secon-
dary treck 794 fcot nerth of the Junction switch at Bradley
Jct. The acecident ocecurrcd on tho Cresson scecondary track
at a point 2,8 miles south of thls block-limit station, ZI'rom
the north thore are, In succcssion, 2 compound curve to the
risht, having a meximum ocurveture of 6%, 2,120 feoot in lonobh,
a Tengent 1,337 fect, snd an 8° curve to the left 888 foot To
the point of accldent and 1,447 fcet southuwrd From the
south therce arec, in succosslon a tengont 1,350 fect in lcacth,
o 2° curve to the Loft 465 fcot, g tangcnt 565 f.oct, ond the
curve on vhich the aceldcent cccurrcd. The grade for south-—
bound trains 1s approximately 1.00 ncorecnt aqcundlng thrcugh-
ovt a considerable distrnce irmmediately north cf the print of
accldent ond 1s 1,01 norcent asccnéing at that peint, The
grode for north-hound tralns avernges 0.54 porecnt dosceonding
thrcughout o distonce of approximotcly 1,000 fcot scuth of
the point of accident,

At Bradlcy Jet., a slding 3,228 fcoct 1n lcocngth parallels
the Susguchonne »~nd th:z Cresson scccndery trocks on the west,
The north siding-svitch 1s locotcd on the Susquchorn~ line
228 fcct north of DF bleock-1imlt station, and the scuth siding-
srtitch 15 locotod on the Cresson seccondary track at a peoint
3,020 fecot south of this st-tlen.

The block-1imit signal at DF conslsts of a rced 1light -nd

a yellow light srranged horizontally, -ith thc ycllow light
rlaccd noxt to the track governced, above the reflcetorlzed
leotters "D", erreonged vurticnlly, in +hitc on a bleck bock-
cround, Thls sLgnal is mountcd on 2 nost adjrcont to the

cast rall of the Susguchanne s~condnrv track, -ri2th thc botton
of thc signﬂl approximatcly 7 feet 6 1lnches ruovo track levcl.
The dey ond the night agpeocts »rc vigibls from clther dircction.



3871
- 5 ~

The bloek in which the aceldeont oceurred extonded betweon
OF block-1imit astntlon on the Susquch-nne scegnd-ry trock 2nd
KY block-1inlt strtion on the Cresson sceondory track, XY is
57,2 mllecs scuth of Fordham, All block-1limlt stotlons on the
Cresson nnd Susquehanna sceondary tracks arc controllcd by
the slgnolman at EP block etotion, 1,3 mlles north of Crcesson.

Thig carricrta opcrating rules road 1n part as follors-
DEFINITIONS

Block~—A lcngth of track of defincd limite, tho vsc
of which by treins 1s governcd by block signals, block-
1limit signalg W #

Monwal Block Signal System—A block signrl systom
whereln the use of crch block 1ls goeverncd by block
slgnals controlled menunlly or b btlock-1lmlt slonnls
or both upon Informatisn by tolophone or othor morns
2T communlcntlon,

Bleck-Limlt Bignal-~4 filxcd sligncl indleanting the
Timlt of a block the usc of which by trrins 1s preserlibed
by manual bleoek signal system rulcs.

Block~LInit Station—a nl-ecc ot vhilch a black-1imlt
glgnel ls ¢lsplayod,

Flxed Slgnal—A slgnal of flxod loc~*icn indlcrting
2 condition offeefing the mevimont of o tr-ln cr oneinc,

Sceondary Track--A € slgnatcd trock wupon thich troins
~nd cnglines Noy be opornted +rithout time-teoble suthority,
traln orders # % #

24. Immedlately upon scoing o fixed signrl all ro—-
bers of ongine and train ercews must, -han practlecble,
cormmunicate to ench other oy 1ts name the indlentlon »T
eaech sighel affceting the mcvemont of thelr trown or
cngine,

106, BE~tk the conductor ~nd the englineman are res»pon-—
aible fecr the safety of the trein »nd the obsorvance cf
the rulcg * % %

305, ¢ ov

At a block-1imit strilon trolns will be govorned in
thelr use of the bloet ty instructlons of the slgnalm-n
in choroc of the block-1limit staticn g indleated nn
the timc—table,



217, fTcr sbs~lute Lio Tor cpprsiag rovencents ond
permissive bleck for f-~1levriac 1»vercnts -on the same
track, )

Beforce cdrltting a trein te 7 Block under Cleor-
bloex signel, the signelm'n i1n chorge of th- block
stotien or block-liTit stlicn ot th~ cntrance of
the bicck nust Inor thrt the blzck 1z clear cf all
trains ~nd *thot no ~tncr train ners beon glvon meorcls—
sion or a slrmal to ~ntcr the olecw.t # % The slg-
nelran in chnrge of o tloglk-1imit strtlon oy zive a
train at that Bloek-—11-lt station vorkbel porrlssicn
te onter ane Block, The signolmen, vhen ~uthorized
ty thc superintendent, +-111 issuc Jloer-necec Card
(Fara K) tn o train to pogs one nr 1rre bl-cl—1irit
strtlcens as thrurh Cleo-r-block rclgn~l rcre displeyed,

J

sforec ocdmitting ¢ traln athir then 1 poss-noor
troain to o bleecl, the slwn~1l-»n 1n ghorze ¢f the bloek
gtaticn or blovk~-lirit ss~ti~n at “the cntronece of the
black must znov thet the block is cl-or of opneslng
trains ~nd * * % th t n~ -pprain~ troin * ¥ ¥ heg been
given permissinn or o signel t~  at.r thy block, #* v ¥

. LTI L
1
a6l, ¢ o® %
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1
Unlcgs cthorrisc providad, tralng ~ust stop ot
plociz=11nit stoti~hs »ad tasz ennduetcr or cngineman
mnast cormunlente ith the signslrmencin ch-roe os o
the eondltisn ~f the noxt btleock, ¥ * #
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Trninporne g & 2o vzcd in Bmin ome ntlens ns
T~1lows

¥ K o

coeree ~I o Bloek-1irlt gtatisn
ines thot ~lapgke-l1mit girtinn
—

Far the g1
te cive o trorin -
verbel prrmiesi
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Tiretabklec grcei~l inr-truetl ns movidl thrt hetrrzon 207
block~1imit staticn, £,0 mlos s utz - wrdbhiim, ~nd TP on

the Cressrn seerndary frack, ~nd betircrm D0 bBlocz-11mlt stati-n
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at Cherry Trec -nd DF blmek-limit stotlon ~n the Susquehanna
sceendary track, rulcs for mavsment by treln crder do not
apply. All other rulcs as they anply to maln tracks ~nd
sldings rre in cffect, Extrn troins, except passenger cxtras,
run ¢n verbal pormisslen of tne signalman rhen authorized by
the superintcndent. The sighalmon zlves such peormisslcn ln
the form of block ~uthnrity,

The maximum authorized spced for freight troins 1s 30
miles por heur, but 1t is resirleted to 25 milcs per hrur
~n curves in the vicinlty of the polint »f ~celdent.

Degeripticon of Accldent

Extrs 5811 South, o south-b-und fr:ileht traln, cnsisted
cf Dlcsel-clectric units €811 ~nd 8R29, cruplcd in wltinle-
unit e~ntr~1l, 20 ears, 'nd a cabznsc. It was ~rsoubled on
the Susquekr-nna 1line 2t 2arnesbrrn, 14,7 niles north of The
print ~f rccident, Thlle the crew wos nirfarilng sitching
sorvice nt this p-int the conducter eomicod ~nd dcllvered t-
the cngincer a cl.oarrrec ¢cnrd Frrn K vhigh eontnlned instruc-
tions for the train tr prreced ~s thrugst clear-blerelr signal
wore disvlayed, trithrut repnorting eclcer, ~t WC, BN, o~nd IR
bleck—-1lnit strtl~ns, lcc~ted, rcspectively, 14,6 nlles,

12,7 ~1les, ~nd 6,2 riles nnrth ~f the print 2f ~ccldent,

Thls traln departced from 3-racsbor: obout 8:40 n, m,, masscd
the bBlock~1imit svotl~ns nt which 2t w-s authrrized to prn-
ceced, nosscd DF black-limdt str tien, where 1% +rs requirad

to atop untll permissl~n whs rcccived t~ cntcor the next bleelk,
cntcred the Cresgsn scerndory track, -nd vhilec meving at &
speed ¢f abcut 26 1llce per h-ur 1t ¢n11llded with Extra 90519
FVorth at a p~int 2,6 milce scuth »f Bradlcy Jet.

Extra 9819 North, a north-b-ound train in ninc-run frelght
scrvice, crnsisted of Dlescl-clcetrlc unitsg ©E19, 9544, ~nd
2684, ccupled in rmultiple-unlt contrel, -nd a caboosc, At
EP serbers <f the ercw recaived conieos of » elznrnnece ¢nrd
Form X which crntnlncd instrueti-ns for the train tc procced
as though clear-blnck signal werce dlsplayed, vithout reprrtl
clear, at XY block~limlt statinn, and o cnter the siding at
PF and repert cloar, This train departed fr-n EF -n a clear-
block indicnti~n at 7:21 a. Te, bagscd KY block=-1inlt station,
and ~hilc noving at a speed 27 abrut 31 nllcs ner hrur 1t
colllded wlth Extra 5811 Scuth,

The lececmntive, the first three corg, ~nd the front
truck -f the f-urth car ~f Extre 5811 3~uth werc derailcd,
The first Digscl-clectric unlt ~verturncd te the vest ond
stopped on 1ts slde with the fr-nt cond approxinatcly 25 fect
g-uth »f the psint of celllslen and 20 fcot west - the track,

—
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The rear cnd steopped »n the track structurc, The fr-nt cnd
of this unit wrae dcmzlished, The scend Dics~l-clcetric unit
stopped upright appr-~xlmotely 1n linc lth the track, Th
dorelled cors stopped In veriocus prslti~ns ~n cor nerr the
track, The first Dicscl-cleetric unit rras badly dnnagod, ~nd
the scernd unlt was c~nsiderably damaged. The flrst twe cars
were destreyed, ond the third ear wos badly d~mcged, The
first ond sccend Dlescl-glectrlic units nf the lecerimrtlve of
Extro 9519 H~rth were deralled, ~nd the cnb-~sc ~f thls traln
was meved ~ff centcr nt betn cnds, The first Tleosgcl-2lcetrlc
unit was deralled te the wost, n~nd the front cnd was m-ved
thrcugh on angle of aporoxinntely 120 degrces by the imprct
nf the eslliasion, This unit stopned upright with the frrnt
¢nd approxlantely 30 fcet s~uth ~f tho print nf erllilsicn ~nd
60 feet west of the track, ~nd the recar cnd inrcdlntcly west
of the treek., The frent end -nd the contr-l c-mpoartmont T
this unit were dearlished. The socrnd Dlcescl~clectric unlt
stoppcd uprlght apprexi=ately in line riith the track. 2-th
unlts were bedly danrged. The cab-csc wns slightly dan~ged,

The cngincer ond the flremen of Extre 5811 S-uth, and
the cnglnoer ~f Extra 9512 Nerth weore killzd. The e~nduct-r
ond the swing brekenan rf Extrs 5811 S-uth, ~nd the firenan,
the eonduct~r, the fr-nt btrakcman, the eing brakemen, 'nd
the flagran of Extra 9819 MNerth werc injurcd.

The wenthor wag hazy -nd there were pzckets »f frg nt
the time of thc aceident, which occurred cbrut 7:35 2o, o,

The lrermntives invalved were equipped +1lth troinph-ne
apporetus c-nsisting ~f a tclcephene hondsct, lrudspenlkecer,
*nd ass~clatcd ecpparatus for c-mmunicatli-n with si-ilarly
equipped lcermrtivcsg, rolling st~ck, -nd statl-ns. Troln-
ph~nc appocratus 1s prrvided in the ﬁlﬁck gtrtl~n 2t EP, The
cabrcges of the trains inv~lved were not an cnuipped.

Discussirn

In this tcorritcry extra tralns, cxcept passcnger cxtras,
run on vcrbal permlssi~n of the signrlman whon auth-rized by
the superintendcent. This pormissi-n 1s given in the form of
bleck auth~rity. The rulcs provide that ot a blrek-1limit
strtlen trelns will be grverned in their use ~f the blrck by
instructi~ng of tho signalman in charge nf thoe blnck-1imlt
staticn. The signalman in charge ~f o blrck-1limlt stotiecn
may glve a traln at that block<limlt stcotlen vorbel pormlesion
te enter cne bleck, and when auth-rized by the superintcendcent
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will lssuc clearance card (Form K) to s traln tc pass cne rr
"~rc block-1lnlt statl~ns o8 though Clear-block signel were
Glsplaycd, Excopt as ctherwise prrvided, o traln must nct

be adrltted t~ & block which is rccupied by an ~pprslng traln,
A frailn aust not eater a bl-ck with~ut preper bleck-slgnal
indlcatl-n cor permissi-n cf the slignalman,

On the day ~f the accldent the crew ¢f Extra 5811 Scuth
arrived at Barnesb-r- ~n 2 n~rthvard trip abcut 6 a, m., While
the traln vas belng resambled for the s~uthward m~voncnt the
¢ nducter used a wayslde telcphrne tr c-rmunleate with the
stgnelman ot EP ~nd requestcd auth~rity for the return mnve-
mcnt,  The signalman then issued a clcarance card F~rm K in-
structing Extra B8l1l S~uth te prrezed ~n clcar-bl-ck authrrity,
wlth-ut roprrting clcar, at the block-limit staticns ot WC, BN,
ond IR. Thc e nducter wr- te thesc lnstructl~ns -n a clearancc
cord F~ra K, ~nd he snld thet he undrst ~d this auth-rized
mevement ~f hlg tr-iln -nly bet-cn Bernesb~r~ ond DF bleock-
1imit stati~n -n the Susquchonna s:ie~ndary track, The clear—
ance was igsucd rt 6:19 a, m, The c-nduct~r then prrcceded
t~ the l~errrtlve and delivered 1t %~ thc cnginecr, At thot
timec the cnglncer was chonglng the e-ntr-~1ls t~ rpcr-te the
ircrm- tlve fr-m the e~ntr-1l c-mpartnent ~nt tho s~uth end, and
the e-nductrr hnd n~ ernvers~tli~-n with him, He szld that the
cnglneer made 1t a proctice t~ inform the flrcnan ~s t~ the
bleck authrrity, ~nd he sw him sh~w the fircman the clcar-
snec, Thc e~nduct~r theon allighted fr-m the loe~m-tive., The
fr-nt brokcmon sald thet no éld n-t sce the clearancc, but
the ¢ nduet~r infrrmed him that clcar-bl-ck ~uthcrity f-r
m-vencont betveen Barncsbor~ ond DF blrck-limlt statinn hnd
becen received, The flagman nd the sving brekeman sald that
thoy had remained in the vielnlty of the rear cnd of the traln
-nd that aft.r the eab-~sc had bcen placed nt the rcar they
had nr furthcr entact wlth - ther members ~f the ercw. They
s~1d that they did nrt kn~w what block authrrlty had been
issucd for the m~vement ~f thcelr tr-ain, A brake test wos
made befrrec the traln dcpartcd fr-m Berncsb-rr,

As Extra 5811 S~uth wrs onpro-ching the p-1nt vhere
the aceldent ~eccurrced the cnglnench werc in the e-ntrnl cro—
partment at the fr-nt ~f thc l-crm~tlve., The c-nduct-r ond
the fr-nt brakcecnan rrerc in the crntr-1l c-mpartacnt at the
rear ~f the scernd unlt. The flagman ond the swing broakomen
were In the eabrrge. The headlight 'msg lighted., The brakes
cf thls trein had funetirnod properly when uscd con reutce.
As thc ftraln wns clrscly apprraching OF bl-rck-limlt statlon
the spced was mateorially roduced by a service applicatlcen of
the brakes. The conduct-r seld that thils brake npplicatlon
wes then relcased, and when the train passcd the bl-ck-1imlt
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gtnticn he 9ssuricd thet the cngineeor had c-mmunicatzd by
tralnph-ne vith the slgnalran ¢t EP rnd hnd reoccived verbel
pernlssi~a to nteor the next bhleck, He said that 1t was a
regular »rectlice for cnglneers t~ uso the treinph~nc te re-
gucst bl-ck authrrity undeor such circumstances and, 1f bleck
auth~rity wes reccived, tr procccd, aftcrward informing the
c-nductrr ot the first ~pp~rtunity. The crnductrr sald that
he had heard s~me rumbkbling s~undg ~n the l-udspecaker nf the
trolnphone apporatus tthen the loenmntive was ~poproachling
Bradlcy Ject., but he hnd boen unable tr dlgtingulish #hy crn-
versetirn, The fr-nt brakoman said thot the rnly ¢ nversatirn
he heard cn the l-udsgpeaker was when thie loermrtive was a
shrrt digtance s~uth of BN blrck-1init steti n and that thls
c-nversnticn apparcntly related - o brakce test whleh was
becing mode ~n enethor trnin, The crnduct~r ~ond the fr-nt
brakcmon sald thot the brekes wers epplicd in cricrgoncy irmc-—
diately befrro the ccllisi-n occurrcd, The members »f the
crcw In the coebr~sc sald that they did net kneow whether the
brnkes had boen anplizd before the accident ~ccurred. The
cnglneer and the firceman wore 1lled 1n the aceldont, -nd

1t c-uld net be determincd why the traln was n~t -ovcratced

in accrrdance vaith the authrrity wnlch reguired thrt it be
gt-ppcd sh~rt ~f the bl-ck-limit signal ot DF -nd‘nct nr~cccd
untll pcormigsli-n s reeccived t~ cnter the noxt blrck.

As Extka 9512 M-rth wos coppr--ching thec » 1nt vherc the
acerdent -~ceurrcod the cnglneer -nd the firemen 'wero in the
c-ntr~1 ¢rmp-rtmont 1t the fr-nt ~f the lre~1 tive. The
members ~f the train crow were in the cab~nsc. The brazces
cf thls cquiprunt had boeon tosted rnd hod functirnced properily
vhen used en rrute, The treoinnh-ne swousratus had functir~ncd
rr~ocerly -nd wes last used 1n the vicinilty -f Crcosscn Yard -s
the train arnrooched EP,  Surviving rembers rf tho croy csti-
mated thot the specd ~T thelr tr-in wms ~vpr-ximatcly 20 tr
25 mllecs per hrur, The Tirechnan scld thot he filrst saw the
lteemrtive ~f the rpprsing troin ot o distenece nf aprrrximotely
380 tr 400 feot. He 1l-medintcly c-llod a worning ond Jupcd
~Tf the lre-m~tlve., He dld nrt “tnev -dictner the cnkincer made
an "ppllicoti-n ~f tho brakZes bef-~roe the erlllsi-n cccurrcd,
The c¢-nductnr seid that he gloneod ~ut the side wind--r ~f the
cab~nsec ond srw the lights ~f the loe~r~tive ~f tho ~pprsing
traln ss 1t mrved ~n the curve n ~hich the aceident ~ccurred,
He seld that he cttempted t~ cpen the crnduct-r's valve, but
he dld net knew vhether the brokes worce applicd ~r wheother
there was mn exhoust frem the valve.

Examlinatirn ~f the cquipmont aftor the aceldent nccurrced
discl~scd thrt ~n the l-e~nrtive of Extra 5811 S-uth the autr-
rneatic brake valve vos 1ln running prsliti~n, the 1ndcpendent
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brakXe v~lve was in relensee peslti~n, nnd the thr-ttle vas in
1dlc prsiticn, On the lro-m-tive -f Extre 9518 N-rth the
r~talr volve wns in passenger prsiti*n. The thr~ttlc was 1n
1dlc n~s1tl n, The hendles -f the cut~motle braXe valve and
the indcpcndent broke velve wore brf’cﬁn and their prsitirns .
at the time -f the accldent ¢ uld nrt be deternined, Acorrd-

ing t~ the tepes rf the sperd-recrrding devlices the speed ~F
Extra 5811 S-uth varled betwecn 20 ond 25 mlles por h-ur

thr: ugh~ut n dlstanece ~f 3 mlles 1mnedintcly n~rth ~f the

p~1nt ~f accldant, ond 1t vs eb-ut 26 mllcs per hrur ot thet
p~int. The snued—roc’ réing deviee ~f the first Dlcscl-¢lectric
unlt ~f the lrcrartive nf Extra 9619 I'~rth ng destr~ycd 1In

the »cecldcnt. The tepe ~f thie reer unlt indlertes thlsg frein
wes m~ving ¢b-ut 31 milcs pecr h-ur ot the tlnec the c~1lisi~n
~e¢ccurrcd, Apprrontly there vvws n~ opprocloble reducti-n in

the sweed ~f clther train bof-re. the neeld~-nt recurrcd. In
“bsorvatl-ns node aftor tho seeldcont L4 wrg frund th-t the
vicw bctweon ~pp-sing m~voments nppr-achlng the print ~f aecl-
dcnt is 2,012 foct, This vi~w 1g rcstrieted at prints within
thls diStﬂHCC by cmbonkrmonts ~nd vegctotli~n ndjaccnt t~ the
troclk

On this lins troin m~vements ore -uth~rlz:zd by the traln
dlspetchor. In nuth-rizirng a prvoacat, he instructs the sig-
nelmon ot EF t~ dircet the crew of a trcin t~ pr~cced ot ne
r mrre deslgnated bl-ck ~r blrekx-1imit st-ti~ns. The signal-
m~n then displays the pr-por bl-ck-slgnal cspcet ~r lssucs the
prrpcr blrck authrrity f-r the train ot these stati~ns. In
the Instont cose the dlspoatcher instructed the sign-~lnon tr
dlrcet Extra 5811 S-uth t~ pr-ceced ot WG, B, and IR blrck-
1111t stati-ns. The signelman then issucd the cleorance card
F~rm K t~ the ¢ aduct-r dirccting the trein t~ »nrrcceod of these
strtl-ns as th-ugh clear-blrck signal wes €isplryced., The dls-
patcher loter instructed the slgnelrnn te dircet Extre ©519
I-rth t- prreced 0t EP bl-ch gtotl~n and KY bl-ck-1imlt statlrn,
and the signalaan arranged the prrper bl-ck authrrity, Under
the rulcs, ncithor troin -ws then permltted t~ poss DF bl-ck-
1imlt st~tl-n wntil thc cnglncar ~r c-nductr rcec lved further
ruthrrity., The slgnolan ~n duty ¢t ZP when Extrn 5811 S uth
d.partcd fr-= Barncsb-r~ sald th-t ne dld n~t e-rrunle~te +lth
on¥y cmber ~f tho crew rf th-t treln efter he lssued the
clcerence card Frrr K t- the e-nductrr ¢t 5:19 a, m, Thls
slgnolncn wag relieved by the first-trick signelron at 6:56
e M, The first-trick signslmon s-id thnt he d1d nrt crmmu-
nicatc with ~ny -onber ~f the ecrcow ~f Extra 5811 3-uth befrre
the 2ceident ~ccurred, Brth signnlmen sold thot thoe tr-ln-
rhrane caperatus funeti-ncd pr-perly during tneir rrospeetlve
trurs - duty,




In tkls terrlit-ry thne o©l-clk-1lirit strti-ng ~re unattended
~nd the blrck-1imlt slgnolas fierl~y tke somc ~speets tthother
the blrcks orc rccuplced ~r ua-ccupisd. The slen~lnon in
chorge ~f o blrex~1irit stetl n mny glve o *fr-in veorbsl per-
1lssl-n t~ onter -ne bl-ck, -nd this porrissi-n mey be ~bt-ined
by citaoer the c-nduct~r ~r thc cnglneer. The rulos provide
thet the c~nduct r snd thke cnglner sre cecuclly rcosponsible
f=r thec safety ~f a train. H-wevor, undcr tkls mcthrd ~fF
perati-n 1t 18 cust~mrry frr cithor the c-nduct-r ~r the
cnglncer t~ sccurc bl-cix ~uthrrity, and the e nduct-r nd
~ther members -f the crew at timas hove ne “n-wledsge ~T the
nuth-rity under +hleh the train 1s m ving vhen this cuthority
Ls sceurcd by the englnecr., In the instont case the e~nduct-r
-f Extra 5811 S-~uth tms8 ~n the lre~rm tlve s the troin pr-sscd
OF, but necither he ner the fr-nt brokceosn porceedrd tr the
fr-nt c-ntr-1 c-rprrtient t~ ongecrtaln vhethzsr odditl nel block
auth~rity hod b con ~bt~ined, The c-nduct-r sald that it h-od
been cust nory t~ rely up~n the ongin or t~ ~rrange f-r bl-ook
cuthority +hcn he, the o nducter, ws n~t Iln cr~munlenti-n
1th the sign-~1l7-n, »nd -"hen the troin orescd DF he nssurced
thot pr per bl~gt ~uth-rity “wd bron »vr aged, In ~peraticon
by train rrdcer, co-~th thc carincren ~nd the e ndéves-r, onc,
hen practicable, -11 -ther —crbors ~f » crow ore roqulred o
kn~w et -~uth~rity h-s bocn e~aiorrcd ~nd vk~t restrictinons
have been plac-d n the rmvenont ~F th ir tr-in, A& croater
dogree ~f safcty »~uld ke ~btiinod ~1 the line ~n wrnich this
accldant ~ccurred 1f b-th the eaegincmen -nd th- e nduct-r, ~nd,
hien nractleabls, rth-r fr-cors -2~ crow wore sirllerly re-
auired t- be inf~rmed -g t~ *he ~pthr»ity und.r +hich thelr
trrin rmsg Trving,

oruso

-

Tkils acclécent -rg croacd hy - tr-iln cceupying a bl-oelx
rith ut ~uth-rity,

Doted ot Y-shin-t- o, Z. Z,, this g<vortemth
dey f #Fobruaryr, 12568,

= .
Fy She C-mn~is-i-n, O norlssi-nor Cl-rio,

\ -~ - +
(s3ZaL HARCLT I, LelQY,


http://citn.Gr

