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SUIIMARY 

R a i l r o a d : 

Date: 

L o c a t i o n : 

Kind of accident: 

E q u i p m e n t involved; 

Train number: 

E n g i n e n u m b e r : 

Consist: 

E s t i m a t e d speed: 

O p e r a t i o n : 

T r a c k : 

H i g h w a y : 

W e a t h e r ; 

T i m e : 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause: 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 

M a r c h 30, 1946 

S n o w Hill, Md. 

Collision 

P a s s e r g e r train 

436 

1278 

4 cars 

40 m, p . h. 

Mo t o r - t r u c k 

Unknown 

T i m e t a b l e , train orders and 
m a n u a l - b l o c k system 

Single; tangent; p r a c t i c a l l y 
l e v e l 

Tangent; crosses track at angle 
of 4 1 ° ; p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l 

R a i n i n g 

2:25 p. m. 

2 killed; 6 injured 

Failure to o p e r a t e a m o t o r - t r u c k 
approaching r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g 
at grade in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
r e q u i r e m e n t s of law 



I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N NO. 2961 

IN THE M A T T E R OF M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 
UNDER THE A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S ACT OF MAY 6, 1 9 1 0 . 

THE F E I T S Y L V A N I A RAILROAD COMPANY 

April 23, 1 9 4 6 . 

Accident; n e a r S n o w H i l l , Md., on M a r c h 50, 1945, caused 
by failure to operate a n o t o r - t r u c k a p p r o a c h i n g a 
railroad c r o s s i n g at grade in accordance w i t h r e ­
quirements of law. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

P A T T E R S O N , C o m m i s s i o n e r : 

On M a r c h 50, 1 9 4 5 , there was a collision b e t w e e n a 
p a s s e n g e r train on the P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l r o a d and a m o t o r ­
truck at a h i g h w a y grade crossing n e a r S n o w M i l l , Md., 
w n i c h resulted in tne d e a t h of the d r i v e r of the m o t o r ­
truck and one t r a i n - s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e , and the i n j u r y of 
two p a s s e n g e r s , two p e r s o n s carried u n d e r contract and two 
train-service e m p l o y e e s . 

1 U n d e r a u t h o r i t y of section 1? (2) of the I n t e r s t a t e Com­
m e r c e Act tne a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
C o m m i s s i o n to C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n for c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n of A c c i d e n t and M e t h o d of O p e r a t i o n 

This accident occurred on that part of the D e l m a r v a D i v i ­
sion extending .between F r a n k l i n City, V a . , and H a r r i n g t o n , D e l . , 
7 3 . 2 m i l e s , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , over w h i c h trains are operated 
by t i m e t a b l e , train orders and a m a n u a l - b l o c k system. The a c c i ­
dent occurred 1 2 . 0 3 m i l e s n o r t h of F r a n k l i n City, at a point 
0.47 mile south of the station at S n o w H i l l , w h e r e the railroad 
is c r o s s e d at grade by State H i g h w a y M o . 1 2 . The t r a c k Is tan­
gent throughout a d i s t a n c e of 7.5 m i l e s south of the point of 
a c c i d e n t and 0.48 mile n o r t h w a r d . The grade is p r a c t i c a l l y 
l e v e l . 

S t a t e H i g h w a y N o . 1 2 i n t e r s e c t s the r a i l r o a d at an angle 
of 4 1 ° , and is surfaced w i t h concrete to a w i d t h of 15 feet. 
The h i g h w a y is tangent throughout a d i s t a n c e of more than 1 
m i l e west of the c r o s s i n g and a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e eastward 
The grade is p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . The crossing is 15 feet w i d e , 
and Is surfaced w i t h asphaltum. F l a n g e w a y s about 2-1/2 inches 
w i d e are p r o v i d e d . An o v a l - s h a p e r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g sign 1.5 
feet by 4 feet is located to the rignt of the d i r e c t i o n of 
e a s t - b o u n d traffic, 25 feet went of the c e n t e r - l i n e of the t r a c k 
and 1 4 . 5 feet south of the c e n t e r - l i n e of the h i g h w a y . This 
sign is mounted on a mast 5.5 feet above the l e v e l of the h i g h ­
way, and bears the words "RAILROAD C R O S S I N G STOP L O O K AND 
L I S T E N " in b l a c k l e t t e r s cn a w h i t e b a c k g r o u n d . A c r o s s i n g -
w h i s t l e sign for n o r t h - b o u n d trains is located 1,208 feet south 
of tne crossing. 

O p e r a t i n g r u l e s read in Part as f o l l o w s : 

1 4 . E n g i n e W h i s t l e S i g n a l s 

N o t e — T h e signals p r e s c r i b e d are i l l u s t r a t e d 
by "o" for short sounds; " " for l o n g e r s o u n d s . 
ir Or i'f 

SOUND I N D I C A T I O N 

i'f Or -A 

(l) o A p p r o a c h i n g p u b l i c 
c r o s s i n g s rt grade 
Or if if 

Section 1 8 6 ( a ) of the M o t o r V e h i c l e Laws of M a r y l a n d reads 
in p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

The d r i v e r * * * of any vehicle carrying * * * 
inflammable l i q u i d s as a cargo * * * before c r o s s ­
ing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad, 
shall come to a full sto") w i t h i n fifty (50) feet 
but not l e s s than 10 feet from the nearest r a i l of 
such railroad and while so stopped shall l i s t e n 
and l o o k In b o t h d i r e c t i o n s along such track for 
any a p p r o a c h i n g train, * * * and shall not p r o c e e d 
u n t i l he can do so safely. 

-* it 
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The m a x i m u m a u t h o r i z e d speed for the train i n v o l v e d was 
40 m i l e s p e r h o u r . " . .... 

D e s c r i p t i o n of A c c i d e n t 

N o . 4 8 6 , a n o r t h - h o u n d first-class p a s s e n g e r train, con­
sisted o f - e n g i n e 1 2 7 8 , a 4-4-2 type, one express car, one 
baggage car, o n e b a g g a g e - m a i l car and o n e coach, in the o r d e r 
named. A l l cars w e r e of steel c o n s t r u c t i o n . This train d e ­
p a r t e d from F r a n k l i n City at 2:05 p . m., on time, and w h i l e 
m o v i n g at an e s t i m a t e d speed of 40 m i l e s p e r h o u r it s t r u c k a 
m o t o r - t r u c k on a grade c r o s s i n g 0.47 mile south of the station 
at S n o w K i l l . The engine, the first three cars and the front 
truck of the f o u r t h car were d e r a i l e d . 

The m o t o r - t r u c k i n v o l v e d was a t r a c t o r and s e m i - t r a i l e r , 
owned and operated by the Coastal Tank L i n e s , I n c . , Y o r k , Pa. 
The d r i v e r , who was the sole o c c u o a n t , held M a r y l a n d c h a u f ­
feur's l i c e n s e N o . 1 3 0 2 9 4 . The t r a c t o r was a 1941 C40T Auto 
Car 6-cylinder m o d e l , and bore P e n n s y l v a n i a license N o . Y 8 4 7 D . 
It was equipped w i t h d u a l tires on the r e a r w h e e l s and air 
b r a k e s on all w h e e l s , and was provided w i t h an enclosed steel 
cab. The s e m i - t r a i l e r was a B u t l e r 1 9 4 5 m o d e l , w h i c h had d u a l 
tires on its w h e e l s , and was provided w i t h air b r a k e s . The 
s e m i - t r a i l e r was e q u i p p e d w i t h a steel tank. It b o r e P e n n s y l ­
vania l i c e n s e No. M 3 4 3 . At the time of the accident the cargo 
consisted, of 4,467 g a l l o n s of g a s o l i n e . This v e h i c l e w a s 
m o v i n g eastward on State H i g h w a y Nu. 12 at an u n k n o T m speed 
w h e n it entered upon tne c r o s s i n g and was struck by N c . 486. 

The tractor was torn loose from the s e m i - t r a i l e r , and b o t h 
units were demolished.. Trie t a n k was p u n c t u r e d , and e s c a p i n g 
g a s o l i n e b e c a m e i g n i t e d . The engine of N o . 486 o v e r t u r n e d to 
the right and stopped w i t h the front end about 320 feet north 
of the crossing. The d e r a i l e d cars stopped p r a c t i c a l l y upright 
and in line with the track. The front end of tne e n g i n e was 
d a m a g e d in the c o l l i s i o n , and tne engine and the cars w e r e dam­
aged by fire. 

It was r a i n i n g at the time of the accident, w h i c h occurred 
about 2:25 p. m. 

The fireman was k i l l e d . The e n g i n e e r and the a s s i s t a n t 
b a g g a g e m a n were injured. 

D u r i n g the 2 4 - h o u r period b e g i n n i n g at 12:01 p . m., April 
3, 1 9 4 6 , 639 a u t o m o b i l e s , 278 t r u c k s , 17 b u s e s and 4 trains 

• p a s s e d o v e r the c r o s s i n g . 
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D i s c u s s i o n 

?>v>. 486 was a p p r o a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g at a speed of about 
40 m i l e s p e r h o u r in territory w h e r e the maximum a u t h o r i z e d 
speed was 40 m i l e s p e r h o u r . The b r a k e s of this train had 
been tested and had functioned p r o p e r l y en r o u t e . The m e m b e r s 
of the train crew were in various l o c a t i o n s throughout the cars 
of the train. The first those employees were aware of a n y t h i n g 
b e i n g w r o n g was w h e n the b r a k e s were applied, in emergency imme­
d i a t e l y p r i o r to the accident. Several p e r s o n s in the vicinity 
of the crossing h e a r d tne e n g i n e - w h i s t l e signal sounded for the 
c r o s s i n g . The fireman xva.s killed, and the e n g i n e e r w a s so 
s e r i o u s l y injured in the accident that he could n o t b e q u e s t i o n e d 
d u r i n g the i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , it could not be d e t e r m i n e d 
when they first b e c a m e aware that the m o t o r - t r u c k had entered 
upon the crossing. 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d that the m o t o r - t r u c k involved 
was en route from Salisbury, Md., 19 m i l e s northwest of Snow 
H i l l , to the p r e m i s e s of the S i n c l a i r R e f i n i n g Company, located 
n o r t h of the h i g h w a y and about 65 feet east of the c r o s s i n g in­
volved. An employee of the S i n c l a i r R e f i n i n g Company said that 
the m o t o r - t r u c k was about 30 feet west of the c r o s s i n g and 
m o v i n g eastward on the h i g h w a y at a slow rate of speed " h e n he 
first o b s e r v e d the v e h i c l e . At that time he h e a r d the train 
a p p r o a c h i n g . The m o t o r - t r u c k p r o c e e d e d , without s t o p p i n g , and 
entered upon the c r o s s i n g immediately in front of the train. 

The laws of the state of Maryland g o v e r n i n g the o p e r a t i o n 
of m o t o r vehicles require that a vehicle t r a n s p o r t i n g inflam­
m a b l e l i q u i d s must stop b e f o r e it p r o c e e d s u'oon a. r a i l r o a d 
track, and must not p r o c e e d unless it is safe to do so. The 
c r o s s i n g involved was p r o t e c t e d by a. r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g sign. 
The d r i v e r of the m o t o r - t r u c k was an experienced d r i v e r and was 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the route. V i s i b i l i t y was not impaired by w e a t h e r 
c o n d i t i o n s , and the dirivcr of the v e h i c l e could, have seen the 
a p p r o a c n i n g train throughout a. c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e i m m e d i a t e l y 
south of the crossing. It could, not be d e t e r m i n e d w h y the m o t o r ­
t r u c k entered upon the c r o s s i n g i m m e d i a t e l y in front of the 
a p p r o a c h i n g train, as the d r i v e r wr.s k i l l e d in the a c c i d e n t . 

C au s e 

It is found, that this accident was caused, b y f a i l u r e to 
o p e r a t e a m o t o r - t r u c k a p p r o a c h i n g a r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g at grade 
in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h r e q u i r e m e n t s of law. 

Dated at W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , this twenty-third 
d a y of April, 1 9 4 6 . 

(SEAL) 
W. P. B A R T E L , 

S e c r e t a r y . 

By the Commission, C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n . 


