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Railroad:

D

Location:

Kind of accident:
Equipment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Estimated speed:

Operation:

Track:

Highway:

Weather:

T

Casualties:

~
Y4

ate:

ime:

ause;
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SUITMARY

Penneylvania
Marcn 30, 1946

Snow Hill, ¥d.

Collision

Pagserrer train : Motor-truck
435 s

1278 :

4 carg :

40 m. p. h. : Unknovn

Timetavle, train orders and
manval-block eystem

Single; tangent; practically
level

Tanqeng; crosses track at angle
of 41%: practically leve
Raining

2 killed; 6 inJured

Failure to onerate a motor-truck
approacning rellroad crossing
as grade in accordance witn
requirements cf law



INVESTIGATICN 10, 2281
IN THE YATTER OF IAKIYNG ASTIDEUT INVESTIGATION REPCETS
UNMDZR THE ACJIDENT FEPCRT3S ACT 0T IIAY 6, 1920.
TEE FPEITSYLVANTIA RATLEQLD SOUFPATY
Anril 20, 192«c.
Accident nrear Snow Hill, ¥d., cn Marca S8C 5, caured

-

railrcad cressing at gracde in nccorder

.

, L
by failure to Oyeraue a rctor-truckk ep:
gquirerents of law.

==

1
REPORT COF THE COMIIISSICH

ol b W o 0Ly

PATTERSCY, Ceommissicner:

passenger train on the Pernnsylvenis Reilroai
truck at o nignway graode croscing near Znow i1, Md.,
wnicn resulted in tue deatn of the drivser of tre motor-
truck and one train-service ewrloree, and the injury of
two passengerse, two persons carriod under contrect and two
train-service employees.

o]

etwv.en a
d a motor-
N

Cn Marca &0, 1848, there wes a collision i
o

NS
-

ct l-'

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of tune Irterstate Con-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceedins 'ras referred vy tne

Commissicn to Commicgsioner Patterson for congsideration end
disposition.
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Location or Accident and Method of Opcration

This accident occurred on that part of the Delmarva Divi-
sion extending between Franklin City, Va., and Harrington, Del.,
73.2 miles, a single-track line, over wnicn ftrains are operated
oy timectable, train orders and a manual-block system. The acci-
dent occurred 12.03 milcs nortn of Franklin City, at a point
0.47 mile soutnh of the station at Sncw Hill, where the rallroad
is crossed at grade by State Highway Mo. 12. The track is tan-
gent througnout a distance of 7.5 miles south of the voint of

ccident and 0.48 mile northward. The grade is pracvically
level.

State Highway No. 12 intersects the rallroad a3t an angle
of 41°, and is surfaced with concrete to a width of 15 feet.
Tne nignhwey 1s tangent througnout a distance of more than 1
mile west of the crossing and a considerable distance eastward
The grade is practically level, The crossing i1s 15 feet wilde,
and is surfaced with asnhaltum. Flangeways about 2-1/2 inchss
wlde are provided. An ovel-shape rallrosd-crossing sign 1.£
feet by 4 fect is located to the rignt of tne direction of
cast-bound traffic, 25 fzet west ol the center-line of the track
and 14.5 feet soutn of the center-lirne of the hignway. This
sign is mounted con a mnst 5.5 feet nbove the lovel of the nigh-
way, and bears the words "RAILROAD CROSSING STOP LOCK AND
LISTEN" in black letters cn a wiite backgrovnd. A crossing-
wnistle sign for north-~ovovnd treins is located 1,208 feet south
of tre crossing.

Operating rules read in vart as follovs:
14. Ergine Wnistle Signals

Note-~Tne signals prescribed are 1llu
by "o" for short sounds; " " for lonce

ounds.
% %%
SQUND TUDTICATION
® %o
(1) 0 Apnroaching public
crossings ~t grade
%o ¥
%o W
Secticn 186(a) of the Motor Venicle Lews of Marvland re-ds
in mart =5 follovs:

Tne driver % % % of any vehlcle corrying * % *
infl-ommable liquids as a cargo ¥ * % before crose-
ing at grade any track or tracks of a reailroad,
snall come to a Tull st%toy within fifty (50) fect
but not less then 10 feet from the ncarest raill of
sucn raillroad and ~mile so stonped sn~ll listen
and look in botn directions along sveh track for
any approacning train, % ¥ % and snall not proceed
until he cen do so safely.

w o %
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The maximum authorized speed for the trair involved was
40 mlles per nour. . e

Description of Accident

No. 486, =z nortn-bound first-class passenger train, con-
slsted of -engine 1278, a 4-4-2 type, one express car, one
baggage car, one baggage-mail car and one coach, in the order
named. All cars were o steel construction. This train de-

parted from Franklin City at 2:05 p. m., on time, and wnile

moving at an estimated speed of 40 miles per nour 1t struck a
motor-truck on a grade crossing 2.47 mile souti: of the station
at Snow Eill. The engine, the firet three cars and the front
truck of the fourth car were deralled.

Tne motor-truck involved was a tractor and semi-trailer,

owred and operated by the Coastel Tank lLines, Inc., York, Pa.
ne driver, wno was the sole occunant, held Joryland chauf-
feur's license No. 130294. The tractor was a 1941 C40T Auto
Car 6-cylinder model, and bore Fennsylvanie licensz l'o. ¥Y847D.
It was equippred with dusl tires on the rear wineels and air
brakes on all wheels, and was provided with an enclosed stee
cab. The semi-traller was a Butler 1645 model, which had dual
tires on its wheels, and was provided with air brakes. The
semi-trailer was equipned wltn » stecl tark. It vore Psnnsyl-
vania license No. M343. At the time of the accident thie cargo
consisted cof 4,467 gallone of gasoline. Tris venicle was
moving castward on State Hignway No. 12 at an unkno'm speed
wnen 1t entered upon trne crossing and was struck by MNc. 486.

Thez i{ractor was torn loose froi the semi-irailer, and bothn
units were demolished. The tank was punctured, and escapning
gasoline Dbecame ignitcd. The cngirec of Mo, 486 cverturned to
tne rignt and stopped with the front cnd about &20 feet nortn
of the croseing. The derailled cars stopped nractically upright
and in line with the track. Thc front end of tne erngine wes
damaged In the collision, snd tae engine and the cars ware dam-
aged by fire. ’

It was raining at the time of the accident, wnich occurred
about 2:25 p. m.

The fireman was killed. The engineer and the assistent
baggagemen were injured.

During the 24-hour period beginning at 12:01 p. m., April
S, 1948, 639 automodiles, 278 trucks, 17 buses and 4 trains

passed over tne crossing.
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Discussion

M. 486 was apvoroacning the crossing at a speed of about
40 miles per nour in territory where the maximum authorized
speed was 40 miles per hour. The brekes of this train nad
becn tested and had functioned propcrly cen route. Tne members
of the train crew werec in various locations througnout the cars
of the train. The first these cmpnloyees were aware of anything
being wrong wes when thc brakces were applicd in emergency imme-
diately prior to thc accident. Scveral persons in the vieinity
of thc crossing neard tne engine-wnistle signal sounded for the
crossing. The fireman wes killed, end the engineer was so
seriously injured in the accident tnat nc could not be questioned
during the investigation. Therefore, it could not be determined
when they first became avare that the motor-truck had entered
upon the crossing.

The investigation disclosed tnat the motor-truck involved
was en rouvte from Salisbury, Md., 19 niles northnwest of Snow
Hill, to the premises of thz Sinclair Refining Compeny, located
nortn of the nignway and about €5 Teet east of tne crossing in-
volved. An enployee of the Sinclair Refining Company said thet
tne motor-truck was about 30 fcet west of the crossing and
moving castward on the aighwny et a slow ratec of speed *nen he
first observed the venicle. At thrt time ne ncard tne train
apprecacaing. Tne motor-truck procceded, witanout stopping, and
entered upon tne crossing immediately in front of tne train.

The laws of thne state of Merylond governing the opereotion
of motor venicles require that & venicle transporting infleam-
meble lidquids must ston before it »nroceeds unon a railrond
track, and must not proceed unless it is sofc to do so. The
croseing involved was protccted vy o railroad-crossing sign.

Tne driver of the motor-truck was an experienced driver and was
femilier with thne routec. Visivility was not impalired by weather
conditions, and the driver of the venicle could have secn the
approsacaing treln taorougnout a consideravle distance immediatcly
soutn of the crossing., It could not be dctermined why the motor-
Truck cntered upon thne crossing immediately in front of the
epproacning trein, as the driver wrs killed in the accident.

Cause
It 1s found that this accident was caused by feilure to
operate a motor-truck approescining a railroad crossing at grade

in accordance witn requircments of law.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this twenty-third
day of April, 19486.

By tne Commission, Commissioner Pnttcrson.

Y. P. BARTEL,

EAL)
(SEAL) Secretary.



