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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accldent:

Train involved:

-2 -

SUMMARY

Penngylvania
August 22, 1942
Prospect, N. Y.
Derallment

Passenger

Inv-2619

Train number: 914

Engine number: 3CE9

Conelst: 3 cars

Speed: 15-20 m. ». n

Operation: Iimetavle, train orders and
manuval block system

Track: Single; tangent; 1.18 percent
descending esrade nortnward

Weather: Raining

Time: Atout C:38 a. m. .

Casualties: 1 killed; 5 injured

Cause: Accident caused by wasnout



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMNISSICON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2619

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY

October 17, 1942.

— e

Accident near Prospect, W. Y., on August 22, 1942, caused
by washout.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSICN

PATTERSCN, Commissicner:

On August 22, 1942, there was & derallment of a
pagsenger traln on the Pennsylvania Railroad near Prospect,
N. Y., wnich resulted in tne deatn of one¢ employee and tne
injury ot thnree nassengers, one railway-mall clerk and one
eXpress-messenger.

1Lndor authority of scetion 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled procceding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioncr Pattcrson for conisideration and
disposition.
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Inv. No. 2619
Pernsylvania Railroad
Prospect, N. Y.
August 22, 1942
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of tne Buffalo Di-
vision designated as the Chautaugqua Brancn and extending
between East Sandy, Pa., and Buffalo, N. Y., a distance of
151.9 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident tnis
ie a single-track line over wnicn tralns are operated by
timetable, train orders and a manual block system. Tne accl-
dent occurred on tne main track at a point 0.67 mile north of
Prospect. As the point of accldent is approached from tae
soutih tnere are, in succession, a tangent 1,500 feet 1in length,
a 3°15' curve to the left 750 feet, a tangent 950 féet, a
2°55' curve to the right 1,000 feet and a tangent 750 feet to
tne polnt of derailment and 350 feet beyond. The grade for
north-bound trains 1s 1.48 percent decscending a distance of
2,500 fect to the point of accldent.

The track structure consists of 100-pound cropped rail,
31 feet 1in length, lald in 19356 on 16 treated ties to tne rail
lengtn; it is fully tieplated, single-spiked, and provided
with an average of 4 rall anchors to a rail lengtn. The track
is ballasted witn cinders and slag to a deptn of 24 incnes.

In the immedlate vicinity of the polnt of accident thne
track is lald on a fill about 15 feet nign, 66 feet wide at
tne bottom and 20 feet wlde at the top. At the point of acci-
dent weter from a2 nillside on the east slde of the track is
drained to the west side of the track tnrougn a stone box-
culvert 2 feet wide and 2 feet nign, and 15 feet below tne
surface of the track. Drainage weter is directcd to tnis
culvert by a ditcnhn wnicn is 4 feet wide and parallels tne
roadbed on the east.

Rules of tne maintenance-of-way department read in part
s follows:

Foreman - Track

46. He has charge of the repalrs of nis section,
and is respcnsible for tne safety of the track,
bridges, and culverts.

54. ¥ % % quring heavy storms he must detall
sufficient force to watcn the rallroad and take
every precaution to prevent accident.

In the vicinity of tne point of acclident the maximum
autnorlzed speed for passenger traine ig 45 miles per nour.

B ety

-
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Descrintion of Accldent

No. 914, a nortn-bound first-class passenger train,
conslsted of engine 3669, one box car, one baggage-express i
car, one baggage-malil car, one passenger-beggage car, one .
coacn and one Pullman sleeping car, in tne order named. All
cars were of steel construction. After a terminal air-brake
test was made this train depsrted from 0il City, Pa., 80.15
miles ‘»utn of Prospect, at 3:40 a. m., according to the dis-
patcner's record of movement of trains, 25 minutes late, de-
parted from Mayville, 6,53 miles soutn of Prospect and the
last open office, at 6:24 a. m., 54 minutes late, and wnlle
moving at an estimated speed of 15 to 20 miles per nour it
was deralled at a point 0.67 mile nortn of Prospect.

lhe enpgilne and tender were dersiled to tne east and
stopped, consliderably damaged, on tnelr rignt sides and parallel
to tne track, with the front end of tinec englne 150 feet north
of fTne point of derailment, The first car waes deralled and
stopoed, slightly damaged, witn its front end agalrst the rear
of the Tender and 1ts rear end on the roadbed. Tne front truck
of tne second car was derailed and tne car was sligntly damaged.

It was ralning at tne time of thne accident, whlcn occurred
cbout 6:38 a. m.

Tne employee killed was tne fireman.
Data

According to data furnilshed by tne railroad, there was a
rainfall of 7.5 inches ot Brocten, 7.1 miles north of thne
point of accident, between 4 s. m. and 7 a. m. on the day of
tne accldent.

After tne accident, it was rTound that tne fill nad washed
out to a considerable depth througnout a distance of about 200
feet U thne immedlate vicinity of the point of accident. Wash-
outs also occurred at points 2.6 and 5.1 miles nortn of the
point of accldent.

Discusgsgion

No. 914 was moving at a speed of about 30 mlles per hour
on tangent track when the engincer saw wagter flowing along the
cast side of the track. Tnc specd of the traln was reduced by
a service application of the brakes to 10 or 15 mlles per nour.
Wnen the engine reached tne location of a stone box-culvert
&,531 feet nortn of Prospect it was derailled to the rignt and
cverturned. Tne engineer sald that a moderate rain had been
falling and Just after his trzin departed from Mayville, 6.53
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"miles south of Prospect, & rain of cloudburst proportions began
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to fall. The needlight on the englne was lighted and the en-
ginemen were malntaining a lookout anead. Because of tne heavy
rainfall and darkness, vislbililty was restricted to a distance
of about 100 feet. The Tiret indication of defective track was
wnen tne engine started to overturn.

After tne accident, examination disclosed that about 200
feet of tne fill in the vicinlty of the culvert nad been washed
out. Thne section foreman in cnarge of the track wnere the acci-
dent occurred seid that after he was awakened by tnunder and
ligntning about 5 a. m. he observed that it was raining very
nard. Soon afterward ne departed from nie home, about 2-1/2
miles north of Prospect, en route by automobile to Prospect.

He intended to inspect tre track northward from Prospect anead
of No. 914, but becavse of water flowing over thne highway at
several points betwecen nig nome and the track ne was delayed
and arrived at the section %tool house at Prospect as No. 914
was passing. A section laborsr, wno lived about 3-1/2 mlles
nortn of Prospect, became slariied concerning flood conditions
and ingpected the track. At a point 2.8 miles nortn of the
point wnere the accident occurred ne found the track wasned
out. He immediestely retuvned to nis nome and attempted to in-
form tne operator at BM otlock station, 7.83 miles nortn of
Prospect, of the washout, but wes unable to do so in time for
the operator %o inform the crew of No. 914 of the condition of
tne track. Officers of thne rallroad stated tuat tne drainage
facilities in the vicinity of tne polnt of accident nad been
adequate previously and that no track damage by woter nad oc-
curred at tnis point during the past 25 years; howecver, thce
Tacilitles were not adeguate in tris instence, and water in thne
ditcn on the east side of tne track rose nign encugn to cause
tne fill to be scoured.

Cause
It is found tnat this accident was caused by a washout.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., thls seventeenth
day of October, 194%.

By the Commission, Commigsioner Patterson.
W. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL)
Secretary.



