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Bguipment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Tracxk:

TT .

Highway:

Weathner:
Time:
Cagunlties:

Cause:
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toker 31, 1940
North 3=sbring, Ohlo

Derailment following collision
at highway grade crossing

Freight train : Automobile

41 cars, ceboose

25-20 . p. n. 25 m.

fe]
oy

Timetable, train orcders =nd
nanual btloclkt svstem

Single; 1=

n 0.C7 percent
accending 2Zr

b
e westward

Tangent; crosses track at ang e
nf 41 degreecga; 1.53 percent
ascending zrade northward

Clear

4:1% ». n.

2 killed: 2 injured

Accident caused by automoblile being
driven uvon highway grads crossing
imrzAazatsly in front of approacning

Train
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Accicent near North Szoring, 2nlo, c 3
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rRoad. As tlie point of g

Locstion eand Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Erie & Ashtabula
Divicion designated as the Alliance Branch which ecxtends between
Boanna end 4Liliance, Ohio, a distance »f 25.5 miles. In the vi-
cinity of the point of ecccident thie 15 & single-t

~trackx line over
which trains are operated by timetable, train orders and a man-
ual plock system. As the poirt 2f aceident is apprcached on the
railroad from the east thers is a 0030' curve to *the left 657
feet 1long, whica is fnllowzd by a tangent 3,828 feet to the
pn1int of sceicdent end 3,224 feet Tteyond  The grade for west-
pound Srains is 0.42 vpercent desccnding 1,600 feet, then C.07
percent ascenéing £,275 feet tn tre point of accldent. The ac-
cicdent cccurrec at a voint 2,964 Teet east of the station where
the railroad is crossed at grsde by a highway <novn as Jdohnson
Road. A siding 4,475 feet in length parallels the main track
on the south end 1ts east switch 1s 352 feet wsst of Johns»on
ceident 15 approached from tne soutn on
e Tanrent 2,100 Teet T~ the polnt of accl-
e

Johnson Rozd there i €
d. The grace for north-bound ve-
e

«Q
2
dent snd s~me dis*tanc

e beyon
hicles is 1.23 vpercent cecending o “istence cf 200 feet tH the
railirord treck. J-nznson Rnad cvocses the rallroad at an angle
0f 41 degrees. It 1s peved vith & top surfrce of esohgltum, is
1€ feet wide, -nd has gravsi shoulders; at the crossing it is
22 Teet wide and curfoced ritn asphaltum its entire widtkh. Guard
ralls 24 feet in lenzth provide a clearcnce of 3 inches inside
end outside the running rails a* the crossing. The svace be-
trieen the 1inside guard rails is surfaced -71ith asodhaltun.

The crossing 1s protected ©v atanderd cross-buck signs on
each sicde of the trock and *o the rizght of the Alrectinn oF
treffic. The croesing sizn ior nortn-boun?d traffic is located
13 feet south of the track ard 6 Tset east of the hizhuay, and
beers the words, "RAITRTAD CRC3SIVG"; » norizontal bar Pensath
the cross-buck bears the word, 'DANGER." The signe are lettered
blackx on a ~hite baczground At o point 433 feet south of the
Treck on the ezst side of the highway there is an advance high-
way worning eicgn consisting of a 30-inchk disc bearing the let-
ters "RR" on each side of a large "X"; the disc has black let-
tering cn a yellow buackground.

‘Then a vehicle 1s movi
polints 2,100 and 800 feet snuth o
view 21 an apprnaching we ] g

on the highway between
t.ae crossing irvolved, the
( in 1is restricted to 350
feet because of trees and bru

o
sn; he vehicle is 100, 50,
40, and 3D fest couth of the cross
nes

e
ng *re view to the east is
f 700G, 1i,3C0, 2,300, and
4,000 Teet, resvcctively.
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From a point 200 feet east of the crossing 2 clear view of
the highway south of the *treck cen be hail from the left side of
a west-bound engilne.

Rulcs of the operating depertment rend in part as follows:
14. Eneine Thictle Signals.

scribed are illustrated

'ote.-The signals pres
ounds; " " for longer

by "o" for short s
soundg, i i
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0 o Approsching public crossings
SO
Specicl time-table instructions read in part as focllows:

D701l 0 0 fLpprocching public croscines at
grade to ve prolorged or repeated until crossing
is recched, * * *
A vhistle sign for we<t-bound trasins is located 1,3
east of the crossing.
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Section 12A0Z of the llotor Vehi
of November 1, 1923, reads in part a

J

cle Lavs of Chio, revision
¢ follovwis:

Sec. 12603. BSpesec rerulations 7or Jotoar Vehicles.
Ne percon shell »perate a motor vehicie in and
upon tre public roads and hichvavs at a speed
greater or less than is reasonavle nr proper,
having due regerd to the traffic, surface and
width of trne rnad or highiay and of any other
conditinsns then existing, and no person shall
drive any motor vehicle in e&nd upon any public
road or highwvay at a greater spzed then will
rermi*t nim to bring 1t to a stop within tne
cssured clear distance anead.

It chell be prima foclile lawful for the
operntor of a motor venicre tn drive the same
at 2 speed not excecding the following:

Forty-five miles p nnur on hnighways out-
side of municipal corporations.

K K L
% % W%

The maximum suthorized gpezd for freight trairs is 40 miles
per hour

The weather was clear at toe time of ¢
occurred about 4:15 p. m.

e accident, which
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Descriptinn

Extra 9709, a west-bound freight train, with Conductor
Powell and Zngineman lidland in cnarge, ccnsisted of engine
9709, of the 2-10- type, 41 loaded cars and a caboose. This
trein departed from Nor th Jacksgon, 1l€.72 miles east of Nerth
SPbring,e X4e? D. m-, accomding tn the train cheet, and when
abproaching Nerth Sebring, while moving at a sppﬁd estinated at
22 to 30 milec vzr hour, struck an automobile at a hishway grace

crossing and ~as derailed.

o
n

The automFDW‘e was a 133Z% Chevrolet coach driven by CGeorge
Z. Atkinson, owne w0 was accw*oanieﬂ by his son. The autono-
b‘le bore Ohio lLic enbp No. K-Z2€-D, nnd the owner held operat-
or's license L-707E8%. The avtomobils was driven nortavard on
Johnsan Ro=2d ot a spezd esti-wtied a2t 25 miles per hour, and

hen it had nearly T chrﬂ the railrorad track it swerved toward
the left and was st : by Txtra 9700.

C:u,

The austornt-le was dsm0lighed end parts ~f it fouled the
track and “ercilzd thz ergine truck; tae right eagine-truck
wheel dropoecd¢ 077 thsz gags =21id> »7 the ncrth reil aft a peint 80
feet west of theo highwey, then alter —oving on the tles about
29C feet the wneel flance sncountered the rigcht foot forging of
the hiead rod cof the eas* siding-s1ten and the wheel ciimbed
the end of the ri.ht-hand switeh point and pecane rerailed, butb
the switch rerained lined I{or %t.ae main track. The right enzine-
truck wheel followed che north curnouy rai'l a distance of abovt
54 feet, at vhi~n point this rail becare torr oat, and about 12

Teet ferther west the general derailment occurred The lefo
engine—truck wheel was cuspended Ly wreckage of the automobile
artil the general derailment occurred. Engine 9709 and 1ts ten-
der vere deralled to the south and stopped on thcelr right sides.
hea"ﬂﬂ egst, practicailly parallzl to tre siding with tre rear

nd 2Ff the tender 720 feet vest of tno croseing; they vere badly
lavac<o The engine-truck frame was o”oubﬂ, bouh radius-bar
braces were be~t, end the left radius-bar brsce ™as torn from
uncer the reft journal box, vhilch was broien. A rail plerced
the rooI and taz ecrown sheets o7 the fireovox Both tender truvcxs
were detached. “he Tirst 24 c~rs were derailed and stopped, bad-
ly damaged, in variousg pocitions acronss tne rain track and the
siding. One wheel of the front truck of the twenty-firth car
vas derailed. ALl wreckage was confined within o distance of
o545 Teet.
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The enployees Xilled wers the engineman and the fireman.



Summery of Zvicence
Fron: Bralkeman Roberts steted thet at Haselton, 37.4 miles .
east of MNorth Sebring, a *“erminal air-brake test was made and the
Ervawe functioned properly en oute As the train aprroached the
po*** rhere the accident cccurred he was in the btraeran's booth
on uhe tender. The train “as drifting at a ed of about 30
milec per hour. de heard the road-crossing ctle-cignal sound-
ed clearly and "1icstinctly several times -or Johrson Road and the
engine bell was ringing; She last sienal was started when the
engine was 500 feet esst of the crossing. The firs% intimatinsn
he hed of anything becing wrong was when the tender becane de-
railcd a short distancs west 2f the crcssing and the brakes be-
came appli=d in emergency. Soon alitervard tae conductor arrived
at fhie front enc and i1nformed rnim thet ths train had struck an
automobile. He said the weather waz clear at 1
accident, which occurred at <:1% p. m.

ConOLc*or Powell ztste
test was rads and the orares fun
the train abp“”“CﬁeQ the ro1nt

+ Haselton a fterminal air-b
inned nroperly en rcute
re ths acciient occurred

1inw
sneed was about 25 or 30 miles per hovr. He and the fla gman Were
in the caboose cunola. The conductor heard the regulaticn road-
ecrossing whist.e-signal wouvndec His firet xnowledge of anything
beling wWrong wac wien the air braxes became appilied n energency
anid tne traln ctopved abrurtly H: vent forward imnediately and
found wreckage cf an au% torobiie ab thne east siding-svitech The
concductor said that the ensineran was 1n a dazed condition and
did not know what ceused %ne accident. It was daylight and the
weatkher was clear at the time of the accident.
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The statement of
ance .

netaoinge of import-

Suvervicor of Trackx Heofmeister ¢ ed that ne arrived at the
scene of the wc:idert abcut 6:05 ». m. He inspected the east
siding-switch end found it lined Tor the m8in tracx end locked.

The fircst mark of dferailmnent was a Flange mari inside the nortn
rail at z point 80 feet west of Johnson Foad. These flange marks
continued on the ties 2297 feet *to *tne east siding-switch. The
right-hand switen point indiceted that 1t had teen struck by a
wheel tread. The esst head-bDlock tie on the south side of the .
track was splinterea =2ad the rear avle and housing of the auto-
mobile wers wedgzed azainst the switch-stand and tie. The main
track and the siding were badly domege? s distance o7 300 Teet
west of the svitch. A rail panet‘hted the roof sheet and the
crovin sheet of engine 970¢.

Master Mechanic Wray stated that subsequent to the accident
he inspected engine 3709 ana found nothinz Qbou+ its condition



vhilen mignht heve contribtuted to the derailment. The engine
truckh and engine-truck whesis, to2e driving Theels, and the
Toundaticn brake gear were 1n g00d condition, except for damage
suctained in the accident.

59

Gecrge . AtzZinson, the driver of the autcmobile invol-red,
3%ated that, cccompanied ©ty his egon, n=2 vas driving north 2a
Johnson Boad to 4iz hore, which is located on the east £ide F
Johnson Road -4 1,774 feet north of the crossing invorved. The
speed of nis

avtonokile as 1t apnroached the crossirg 1nvolved

as 25 miles per hour, tkhz left front side-window wes ~losed

but the right front side-wincow -tas open. ‘Vhnen e aut
pasced over a culvert lnrncated 133 feet snuth of the rai
*“qc& he loniizd eestmard, and then westverd. but ot th

he neltb‘ sz nor heard a trzin approsching. H:z contin

drive hie au*orobilc a% specd of 25 miles Ter 1n.r and main—
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tained a conctant lcoxnut; he did not stor Tor the crossing.
At 8 point -bout 10 feet cdistant from the track Hi son called
a warning to him. At thset ftime the driver sav the tra.n, ap-
plied the bralzes, snd attempied 2 turn the automobila toward
the left outb .t wns ton lat: %0 avert th. 001‘?q*. The engine
struck the rigr®t cidc of th= zutomobile near the front wheel.
Driver Atkinsor s.id thrt nz hod been driving automcbiles for
238 years 2nd thic vas the firvast aocldswt in vwhich he nad been
involvsd. The eutsrcosile was ¢ 193% mocdel Chevrolet and was in
£00d mechanics. cordition. e h&as resicded at his present ad-
dress for 5 yesr:s and ig {familisy with —his crossing, having
used it almost evzry dayv. AT tn: Sime 2i Tne cecident 1t was
daylizht and the westher was clear, and there vas nc venicle
petieen his automovile and the crossing. He sald that he heard
neither the engine wristle sourdel for the croscing nor the en-
cine bell ringing. Frevious.y he hac never scen a train pass
tnis location at that tire o7 day

Robert E. Afxinscn, aged 18, ctated that ke was 1n the
autcemobile with his father at the time the accident occurred.
.5 the auttomolile aprroached the railrocad crorsirg on Johnson
Road the creed was ebout £5 miles per hour. e sasrd taat aboub
130 fﬂet soutih of the crnscing he looked toward the left and
the rigit and neither sav nor keard a train aprroochkinz.  When
the auk mobile wag atsub 10 feet from tas track he Lo sked toward
the rigb* and saw a train nearly at tre crossing Ee called a
warning immediately and his father sierved the cor toward the
left but ton “eté to prevens thz accidert. The son said that
Just as treautcrobile recchod *he treck he thouznt he heard the
sound of the engine whic*%le Ze mas thovoughi; familiar vith
conditions at the crossins as he passed over 1% almost every day.

Ray BaXker, whose residence 15 located 493 feet north of
the crossing, Qtafpﬁ that, as Extra ©709 approsched, the whisztie
siznel ras sounded for the crcssing involved



Iildred Needham, of the same residence, corroborated the
statement of Ray Baker.

Christy Schmied stated tnat he was standing at the side of .
Johnsorn Road about 1/4 mile sonth of the crossing invelved.
Whan Extra G709 was near the whistls post he heard the road-
crossing whistle-signal oounded for tke crossing, then the
whistle was again sounded and prolongecd, and vas stilil being
sounded vhen the sngine reached the cross ng. n¢ could not see
the train but he sa: the smoke from the engine. He did not see
the train strike the automobile, but he heard the noise ceused
by the collision and saw the cars being derailed. He estimated
the speed of the train at 25 to 30 miles per hour.

Accoraing vo data furnished by the carrier, the average
daily movernent ~f treins over the crossing involved was 9.6.

Cbservations of the Commission's Inspectors

Tne Commission's inspectors examined the track and found it
in zood conditicn; east ~T the crossing involvec there was no
indication of Jefecti dragging equipment.

A check or traffi

that time 633 vehlecliss

All trains sounded the
for tre crossing.
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24-hour period wae made and during
trains used the crossing involved.
tion rosd-crossing whistle-signal

Discussinn

According to the evidence, the crossing “thistle-signal was
sounded in compliance with the rules and the engine bell was
ringing as the train aporoscned tine crossing where the accildent
occurred. The evidence indicates that the maximum authorized
speed of 40 miles per hour was no% being exceeded. The front
braleman was in the booth on the tender and did nos see the au-
tomobile involwved. The engineman and the fireman died as a
result of the accident and it could not be determined if either
sa the atvtomobile prior to the accident. After the auftomobile
was struclk, pert of the wreckage forled the engine-truck wheels
in such manner that the right wheel was derailed 80 feet west of
the crossing. When this vheel encountered the facing-point
siding-switch 370 feet west of tne crossing the general derail- .
ment of the treiln occurred.

Tne driver of the automobile involved was familiar with the
crossing. According to his statement, when nig autoropile was
about 135 feet distent from the railroad, he looked eastward and
westward but neither saw nor heard the traln approaching. The
automooile was moving at a speed of about 25 miles per hovr and
that speed was msintained to the crossing. His son, tae only



other occcupant of the autornbile, did not cee or hear the
urnitil the automobils was about 10 feet frorm the track. A% that
firme he saw the train, wnich was closely approaching the road
crossing, and heard “he engine whistle sonnded. He warned his
I~ ther, who atterpted to turn the cur but ton lLate to avert the
accitent

The crossing was protected by a hizhvray sign and by a
ftancard cross-tuck rign located, respectively, 433 anc 13 feed
couth of the tricx. The weatner was clear and there was no ve-
hicle between *he automobile involved and the crossing. at dis-
tances o7 uO 40, and 3C feet south of tne croscsing a driver
has : clear view of an approaching west-boun twoin Tor dis-
tances of*,uOO 2,300, =2nd 4,00C feet, respectively. The state

law requires that a driver of 2 vehicle shall operate such ve-
hicle =t & rate of speed with regard to any existing condition,
and at a speed which will permit stoppinz within the essured
clear distunce a2head; however, the law does no*“ resguire thet a
ctop be mede at a highway crossing at grace. Hed the driver in-
volved opereted his car prepared to stop, if necessary, at the
railroad track, he woculd nave been able %o ses the train in tine
tn avert the accident.

Cauce
It 1s foun” that this accident was cegused by an autonrobile
being driven upon a highway grede crossing 1hme“14te+y in front

of an approaching train.

Dated at Washington, D. C., thie seventh day of January,
1e41.

By <he Commission, Commiscioner Fatterson.

Secretary.
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