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INTERSTATE COILC~CE CQIMIISSION

REPORT OF TY% DIRWSTOR OF TYE DUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INTESTIGATION OF 4d sCOIDEWT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
PENFSYLVAITA RAILROAD AT YONOT, PA., ON FOVEARER

21, 1931,

December 29, 1031,
To the Cormission:®

On November 21, 1931, there war a 51de collils 10
between a passenger tIaTﬂ and a freigcht {train cn the Penn-
Sylvania Ralllo@d at ¥onron, Pa., who ch resulted 1n the in-
Jury of 50 pasrenzers and 1 enployee,

Location and method of operntion

This accident occurred on that part of tae .loaouganela
Division extendiny between Monen, 1an Fritsburgh, sad Ten wile
Fun Junction, Pa., a distarce of 61.92 miles, 1in the vicinrty
of the pnint of accirfent this 18 a four-itrack line over
which trains are o—erzated vy taime-tsble, tr-oin crders, and
an automgtic block—-ri -ral system. The t scks are nw berpd
from east Lo west, 1, 2, 3, and 4, arnd the accident occurrcd
at a croseover connFLLln" tracks 1 and 3, whicn are, respec—
tively, the north naad 2huthbnand nasserng~r tracks, tlre
crosscover 18 a trailing-point cressover 300 feet 1n Tength,

and 1s located just
forued by the tracks of
Divisions ADprroacr.ing

gouth of the wye switch, itnis wye being

e onongatela and the Paa-higndle

thie point or aceident from the north,

around the south lcg of the wye, there 15 a 147 curve to the

left 637 feet 1r 1:00th,

followicr ™hicn tne track 1s langent

a Gistance of 82 feet to tne north switch of tae crossover,

th1s langent extendinp

fnr a distance of 213 feet Levond the

sputh switeh ¢f the CTOS”OVQT the accidert occurred a2t the

fovling point of tar cronscve

feet sonath of the maorin
on treck 1,

ginnin’ at

vith treck 1, at a moint 112
WltCL Apvprcaching from tze soath
*he ammroach or ulstaut siaral,

narely, u_anal B0 7, theic ore 1,938 feot of tangens, a "0°

S01' curve to cdhe Tlth
feet of tengent to the
tending for a distance

the south leg of the wyc,
the wye and to end bevond itue point

around the south leg of

440 feet 1n lengta, and then 201

yint of accadent, this tang~unt ex-
0" 184 reet peyond and joinian with

The grade for southoouand lrains

of accident varies frem 1.09 to 1.€1 per cent geceraing,
Leing at 118 mninimum at tte point ol colliszion.

Therc 18 an i1nterlocking mlant at Yanon, the toweT being
locatea between tr:z nortih ard south legs of the wye ond near

their junction, the machire 1s a 48-lever machine
ally cperated, route locxing ccing used

clectric—
The sisanals 1avolwd
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are of the norition-light type, home signal 5, goverring
southbound movements ofi the scouth leg of the wye and throwh
the crossover, 1s located 1897 feet north ¢of the neith switch
of the crossover, while approach or distant signal L0 7 and
howe si1gnal 45, governimng, movements over track 1, aTe located
3,961 feet and 344 feet, reswectively, south of tne north
switch of the crossover.

Engine 6773 was equipped with cab signzals and automatic
train stop devices, apnroacning from toe south on frack 1
the autoiatic train-ston cut-in s2ction for the Pounhendle
Division 15 located at the distant signal.

Tne weather was clovdy anu misty at the time of the
accicdent, which occurred about 1 &1 ¢ .

DescTiption

Northbound freight train extra €773, enroute from
Pitcairn, Pa , via tne Monocng-ahela and Panhandle Dvvisions
to Columbus, Ohio, consicted of two crpbin cars, hauled by
engine 8773, nnd wos in charge of Conductor Williams and
Engineman Furney, Tris train left Piteairn at 13.3b pm ,
entercd upon the Monon~ahelq Tivision at W6 Block Station,
passed 08 Block 8tot-on, thes last rerorting office, 2.°
miles from Moncn, »% 1 256 1 m., according to the trein sheet,
traveling on track 1, passed a~mroach signal MO 7, which was
displaying an eppro:ca 1ndicaftion, nassed home signal 45,
which was displayine a stop 1ndication, and was brouvght to
a stop, or nearly sc¢, with the engia~ fouling tnec crossover
between tracks 1 and 2, vhere 1t was struck oy train HNo.
77aE.

Southbound pagscnger trairn I'c. 7726 concisted of three
steel coaches, hsauled by engine 2031, rad was 1n charge of
Conductor MofTitt and Engineman Q0'Neirll. This trein devarted
from Pittsburgh at 1 25 p.m , on time, entered upon the
Monongahels Division ot lionon and vproceeded around the east
leg of the wyve, pasSsed hore Signal 5, wnich Was displaying
a clear-restricting Lndication, and was moving lnrough the
croscover fiom track 1 to track 3 2t a low rate of swveed
when 1t collided with extia &773.

Engine 2031 was deriiled rut rermained upright ord was
only slightly damagec, nore of the other equipment in cither
trarin was derarled nr matcrially drmnged. The enplojee
injured was the eng:neman cf train No. 7726,
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Summarv of evidence

Enginemnan Furney, of extra 8773, stated that on passing
appTroach cignal MO 7, wvhich wos diemlaying an acnroach indi-
cation, the spced of his traia was agbout 20 miles mer nour,
and the engine threittle was just narely cracked omen, At
this point he made about a S5-vound brake-pipe reduclion,
to make sure tnat the brages were worxing nroperly, and then
released, following wailch stesm was shut off and the train
vermitted to drift., Jhen about 25 or 30 car-lengths fror
home signal 45, he saw thot 1t was disnlaying a slop 1ndica-
tion, and on reacning a woint ahout 15 car-lengtas froa 1t,
at which time the sveed was about 15 miles ner houvr, e neade
a S5-pound application on the independent brake -ad left 1t
applied, thinking that in view of his low spesd a7 could
make the stop with tne 11dependent rrake. After traoveling
about three car-lengths with the 1adepeadent brake apnlied,
ne i1nstructed the fireman to put on the i1njector ana taen
took his eyes off the track ahcad in order to watcn tae fire-
ran, the valve stuck and the cugineman thousht 1t wovrld be
necessary to use a wrencr, but jJust as the engineann Lot up,
the fireman got the 1njector on ard then the enriniciion nut
n1s head out of the windowr and saw that he wgs onlvy five
car-lengths fror hyme signal 45. He at once -onlied tas 1n-
aeperncent trake gl the whee!s locked, and ne also apnlied
tae autoriatic bra%-c in elergency and reversed lae engine,
but tne engine slid by the signal and came to a 8top fouling
the crossover, tne accident oceurring lLamcdiataly afterwards,
Engineman Furnes stated that tie enprine was i1n first-claas
condition and that trne =rakes held, but that tae rarls were
damp with mict and rain, he d1¢ not open the sandere., Tngine—
gn Furaey further statec that the brakes and cab-signal
arparatus were fested as required, ot Pitealrn, and were 1n
proper workinp order, but he Jdi¢ not know whetier an approach
indication was displaeyed om the cab li~nt at distant signal
MI0 7, there was no doubt in his rind, hoWever, bLut what hke
cowld have brought Pig engive to a stop withoat i1ncident had
he not temcorarily taken his =yes off the track aheand.

Statements of Fireman Kimberly corroborated in cubstance
those of Engineman Furnsy as to what transpired mrior to the
accident, Conductor Williams and Brakemen Matthews and Wilson
were riding oue of the cabin cars and trey weic unaware of
anything wrong until the a1r brakes were gppliecd 10 AETLENCY,
1n the i1mmediate vicinity of home signal 45, at which time
they estimated the sweed to have bteen aocut 12 or 15 uiles
ner hour, and trey tnow nt tneir train naa ston ed nrior to
the occurrence of the collision.

Engineman O'Nei1ll, of train No. 7738, stated that at
Monon the fireman called the indication of home sipnal 5,
clear--restrictirg, at which time the speed of nis train was
sbout 128 or 14 miles per hour, and after gettin, around the
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curve on the east leg of the wwe 4o where the engino an
could see the s1gnal, he -1so called 1ts indlcation.
Encoinemam C'Neill was unaware *hat cxtra 6773, aporoeching
Irory lhe onpnosite directron, had pasced home signal £5

until his own engine got aTound to the straisht track, almost
to the crossover, whicnh wes linea Tor a novervre-t throisn 1t
for his owr train, he 1maeciately ancliczd the air brgkes 1n
emergency snd sa2id that nis train almost had steooosd rhen

Qe collicion occurrcd. Ths air Srares Led been t2sted
vefore denartiry frow Pittecbur,n asnd worked nroverly,

Statemente of Fircma~ Pairc ware similar to tince of
Engineman O'Ne1ll, while <tate~ents of Conductor orl1ts
and Braxemen Zell and Hashton developed mothing adistional
of 1mmor tance, ihey wer:s unaware of anything vrong actll
tne ai1r brakes were anplied 17 emergency.

Towerman 1lar, at Monon, stated that he lined ihe
route for train ¥Fo, 7735 at 1 86 p. n., <nd that the troin

passed Monon at 1 w0 p., m 3 he trought the acciceat occurred

about one=-x=21f miaute laver.

Corclasions

Thig zccidert wos cnruSed by the fallure of EIngineman
Furney, of extra €77%, nronerly %o odbey 8ignal indications.

The arvroach or Cisteant sigr-l, LC 7, anc home si”nal
45 were displayrug the nrover 1luadications, asmely, an ao-
rroach 1ndication and a s8%op 1mdicabion, resrectivelyr, as
extra 8773 approsched Monon, aad Irzineman Furnew sa7 these
1rdications He viade g tirht orake sorlication ot s_caal
MG 7, to wakz sure taol ti Lrakes wrie weorkin projerly,
at which time thc specd of bis train wus about 20 wmileg per
bour, and when avout 15 car-len_trs ror anome signal 45 ne
made another light amlicatzon vy wmeans of the indepeacent
brake. He then ftogk Tin uves off tie track ahead 1n nrder
to see whether the fiieran could get tre i1nrector oa vithout
the volve stickirg, aqn 'vien he a.aln looxed ahead 11f englre
had nearly recched amuc signal 45, which was diszlayiar a—-
8top 1ncicetion, he 1arsciately apnliea the brakes 11 cmer-
gency and reversed tae ~ajine, nut 1t sli1id by tue si_arl and
stopred foulinr, the crossover, where 1% was struck br troin
No. 7738.

A1l of the emwployees involved were expericnced =er, and
at the tirme of the zccident rayne of them had been on Sty 1n
violation of any of the »rnvisions of th: hours of service
law,

Pegncetfully cubmitted,
W P SORLAID

Director.



