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SUMITARY .

Reilroad: Pennsylvania

Date: Nevember 14, 1930

Locatirn: Jewett, Ohio

Kind of accident: Trein struck automebile and was derailed
Trein invelved: Freight : Autcmobile

Train number: APH-"

Eugine number: 725

Consist: 687 cars and cabcose

Speed: 30-35 m.p.h. : 15-20 m.p.he.
Trecks Tangent; view at crossing umaterially

restricted; crossing protected by

fixed sicns only.

Terther: Cloudy

Time: 6:52 a.m.

Casualties: 2 ki1lled; 2 injured

Cavse: Autcmebile driven eon creossing in front

of freight train, .



January 9, 1976.

To the Commissicn?

On Nevemher 14, 1935, near Jeuett, Dhio, a freight train
on the Pennsylvania Railrcad struck an automcbile at a ~rade
crossing and was deralled, resulting in the death of 2 emplcyees,
and the injury of 1 employee and the driver of the automobile.
This accident was investigated in conjunction with the Public
Utilitics Commissicn of Ohin,

Location and method cf »peratinsn

This accident cccurred on the Panhandle Divisilon, cxtending
between Pittsburgh, Pa., and Newark, Ohio, a distance or 157.8
milcs; in the vieinity cf the point of sccildcnt this is a double-
track line over which trains are overated by time table, train
orcers, and an autematic bleck and cab-signal systems The acci-
dent occurred cn the west-bound track at a point about 1 mile
cast of Jewett, where Chio state highway 151 crnsses the tracks at
grode, the crossing being lccally kncen as Busby's Crosging.
Apprcaching from the east on the rallrcad, there is e 20221 curve
to the right 2,450 feet in length, followed by €10 fect cf tangent
to the center of the crossing; this tangent extends 110 fect west
of the crossing tn a 1752' curve %o the right, which curve extends
worovinetely to the facing-peint svitch of the westward siding at
Jerrett, which parerllels the tracks on the north, the frcg cf the
s7itch being leccated 1,46€ fect west of the crossing., At a point
37 Teet east of thisg switch there iec a west-becund block sigenl,
The grade for wegt-brund trains is 0.52 percent descending ~t the
point of accident.

The highway involved perallels the tracks eastward from
Jevett te a polnt avnut 370 fect from the crossing, snd chen 1t
curves to the right and crosses the tracks at an angle of about
45° from ncrthwest tn scutheast. Approaching the crossing from
Jewett the grade is ascending, varying from 6 te 8.1 pcrcent
untll a point abcut 90 feet from the crecssing is roached, wnere
1t chonges to 9 percent descending for abcut 60 feet, rollowing
which it again ascends 4 distance nf 30 feet teo the vest-bound
track, the highway being level over the crossing. The highway is
of wocadam construction and at the crossing the traveled portion
of The rondwny is about 15 feet wiAde,
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ne crossing is prctected on cach side of the tricks by
wWvance warning signs of the disk typs, with reflecctor buitcons:
on the nerth side of the tracks these signs are lecated on each
si’e of the highway and opposite each cther, about 250 feet from
the crossing; the sign on the west cide of the highway is 28
incires in Jlameter with the letters "RZ" thercon, sevarated by
dirccnel crnssed linez, while the sizn on the east side of the
hirnwny has the letters "R:") separated by one vertical line and
underscored with twe horizontal lines, At a point 45 fect north
o1 the cressing and on the west gide of the highway there 1s
located a crossing sien of the cross-bar type mounted on a mast,
this sien reading "RAILF0AD C-OSSING", and underneath the crossed
bers Shere 1s another sign reading "DANGER".

"hen a south-bound automcbile reaches a point 75 feet from
the tracks an spproaching west-becund train can be seen for & dis-
tence of cnly 180 fect, due to an cwbankunent in the northecast
angle of the crossing; however, on reaching a pcoint 15 feet frem
The tracks an unnbstructed vi.w of a train can be had fer 1,118
feet,

The weather was clcudy and day was breaking, but visibility
ves ~ood at the time of the accldent, which occurred aboutv 6:52
Qellle

Descriptinn

Train APH-7, a wcest-bound freight train, consisted of 67
cers and a cabcose, hauled by enplae 6725, and was in charge cf
Conductor Farner and Engincman Burke. This trailn passed Acre,
the last open cffice, 12.4 milecs east of Jewett, at 6:22 a.n.,
ac-ording tc the train sheet, and was apprecaching Jevett ~hen
it struck the autermobile at the crossing while traveling at a
spced estimated by members of the crew ton have been betveen 30
and 35 mileg per hour.

The autermobile lnvnlved was a 1930 Studebaker sedan, ovmed
and operated by ™. E. Prather, New Rumley, Chic, who was thc
only cccupant of the car, Ths autnmoblle proceeded southword con
the highway and was meving over the crnssing at a specd of about
15 or 20 miles per hour when it was struck Just back of the left
front vheel by Train APH-7.

The automobile was throvm to the north and stopped in an
upright positicn, badly damaged, headed west and parallel with
the tracks, 110 feet west of thc crecssing; the left front wheel
was torn off and the front of the car was demolished, The
indic-ticus were that only the front pair of whecls of the
englinc truck was derailed as a result of the accident until the
turncut of the faning-polint switch of the westward siding was



encountered, at which point the engine, tender, and first 19 cars
were derailed and scattered across and along both sides of the
trocksy the engine stopped on its left side wcross the westvard
sicing, headed southwest, with i¢s front end 274 fect wicst of the
point of frog. The emplecyces killed were the engincmrn and
Tirenan, and the employee injured wag the head brakeman.

Summary of evidence

Head Brakeman Jchnson stated tr:t he wns in the brakeman's
bootTh lccated at the back end cf the tank. Approaching the cross-
ing involved he lcoked ahead for the signal near the s7itch and
gAv 1% clsplaying a clear indicaticn, and then he looked back
alonzg che train te inspect it as it rounded the curve. The
whistle post 1s located 1,350 feet engt cof the crossing, and the
head orakeman said that the enzinemsn scunded the proper wiistle
signal, preclinnging the last blast until the crngsing was vrac-
tically reached. An air-brake application was made at the first
curve east of the crossinz, the brcies being released vhen the .
trzin was about 12 or 15 car lengths from the creoscing, end steam
wes not being worked at the crossing. Just after paseing the
crossing the head brakeman felt the air brakes apply again,
aprarently a service avplicatinon, end he wondered why the engine-
man made the second applicaticn, particularly in view of the fact
that the speed wag only abcut 30 or 35 milcs per hour, which was
lower than usual, and hc again lcoked shead at the sigrnal and then
looked beck along the train., He did not sec the crossing when 1t
Wwas vassed, nor dia he know that an automobile had be.n struck
or that there was anything wrong until the derailment of the
engine and cars nccurrcd at the switch leading to the westward
siding. Head Braskeman Jchnenn said he would not know vhether or
not the headlight was burning when he locked ahead, nor could he
tell whether cr nnt the engine bell was ringing, as it is custom-
ary te put on the blewer in this lncality when steam is shut off
and under such circumstances 1t is nct possible to hear the cngine
bell ringing when riding in the bocth back on the tank;

it was daylieght, however, at che tTime.
The alr brakes had been tested and vwrrked prcperly, and had not
been used after leaving Mingc Junctien, 23.6 miles east of Jevett,
untll the train was aporeoaching the crossing involved. Head Brake-
man Johnson had talked tn the engineman at Weirton Junction and
2lco at Minge Junction and he said the engineman appeared normal .
in every respect,

Conductor Faruer and Flagman Thompscon were in the caboose
and were not aware of what had occurred until after the accildent;
they estimated the speed to have been between 30 and 35 miles
per hour spproaching the crossing, and thought the specd had been
reduced to about 15 or #C miles per hour before the equipmeunt was
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derailed at the switch, Ccnductor Farner felt a service appll-
caticn of the brakes when the engine wag in the immediate vicin-
ity cf the crossing, and after the train had traveled a-out 25

or o0 car lengths the brakes were applied in emergency, and it
apoeared te him that the emergency applicatien cccurred as a
result of the equipment being derailed en encountering the facing-
point switch. The train stopped with the caboose about 20 car
leazths east of the crossing, fecllowing which the conductor
started ahead and saw the wrecked automobile at the Crossinge.

Block Operator Rogers, at Acre, stated that when Train
APH~? passed his cffice at 6:22 s.m. the headlight on the eagine
Ag turning b.ightly, while mewbers cf the crew of an easi-
bound freight train, as well as members of the crew cf the
pusiier engine Which was coupled to the rear end cof that train,
stated trat thelr train passed Train APH-7 a short distance ecast
of Busby's crossing and that the headlight on the engine of
Train APH-7 was burning brightly, snd some of thcse on the rear
end sald that the whistle was being scunded, when the en-ine
passed Thelr cabcese at a veint bctwcen 25 and 30 car lbnruhs
east of the crossing.

Telegraoh Operator C'Donnell, emplcyed by the Pittsburgh &

Yegt Virginia Railway, stated tbat he was walking southirard along
the Vheeling & Lake Erie Railway track, which track parallels
Ohio state hiphway 151 on the west in the vicinity of the cross-—
inz and ig located 360 fect therefrom; when he was about 500 feet
north of the intersection of the two r21lroadb he heard dhe west-
bound Pennsylvania train approaching and st the same uljo saw

The automcbile proceedin~ south-bound on the highway. Ao vonder-
ed ~Thether the autcmobile was gcing to be driven cn the crossing
and then witnsssed the cccurrence of the accident. Aftervards
he saw fire flying frem the frent wheels of the engine an® when
1t reached the turncut of the facing-peint switch the eguipment
became derailed. Operator C'Dronnell further stated that the
engine vhistle was sounded as the train approached the crossing,
ich the headlight burning brightly, and that the automoblle was
about 150 to 200 fecct from the cressing when he heard the
histle,

. E. Prather, 42 years o1ld, New Rumley, Ohic, who was the
cwner and cperator cf the automobile invrlved, stated tnat ne
1s a conal miner and was on his way te work, Approachlng Busby's
crossing he was driving on the right side of the rcad at a speed
of from 35 to 45 miles per hour, with the mindshield and all
car vindows closed, When he reached the top of the hill just
rorth of the crcssing he reduced speed e abcut 5 miles per
hour, srifted to low gear, and locked in each direction several
timecs, but he neither saw ror heard any train apprcoaching.,



On reaclhing a pcint about 40 cr 50 fe-t frem the cressing he
locked toward the right or west and saw a clear indicaticn disg-
playcda by the signal near the east s7itch and theroefore knew ’
that a "est-bound train was coming and that it was in the pleck,
and for that reason he was nore careful than usual. Before enter-
ing uvon the crossing he looked toward the east several times,and
not secing any headlight he assumed that the vay was clear and
went abecad, shifting directly from low gear t~ high gear and
Increnging speed te about 15 or 20 miles per hour. When close
to or on the track he saw the encine a~ocut 20 feet away and
endeavored to turn his car to the right, but he cculd not sz
whether he managed te get it turncd or whether he used the brakes,
nor could he say vhether ne was still in the car when it ras
gtrucxk. Mr, Prather was unable tc say vhether the engine
whistle or bell signals had been souaded fer the crossing, but
he did ncot hear them. He was positive, however, that the head-
light on the engine was not burning, saying that had it been
burning he wculd have seen its reflection. Wr, Prather further
stated that he had been driving an antomcbile for 25 years; he
did not have a driver's license nnd had never undergone any
exwmination, saying that the cnly reguirement necessary to drive
a car in the State of Ohio is to possess a registration card for
the car. There was no difficulty about the car as tc 1ts brakes
cr genersl operation, no mist on the rindshield, and visibility
was zood, although it was dark encugh t~ be using his headlights,
which werc burning brightly. He was thcroughly familiar with
the ¢rossing involved, had used it te and frcm work practically
every cay since May, 1931, and knew that it was a dangerous place,
parti-ularly in connecticn with the view tn the east froem a south-
bound venicle, and saild that in 1931 he cstarted a petition which
Was sitned by over 2,00Q pcople requesting that this crossing be
abclisted., It further appeared from lr, Prather's statements that
he had no physical defects that wcould interfere with operating an
autoinbile, that he had proper reagt the night before the acc?dent,
and tiat on the mcrnine in question he was net sick and was 1in
gocd umentel and physicel ccondition; he said alse that he had net
been involved in eny previcus automobile accidents.

Inspecticn of the track by the Commission's inspectors
indicoted that the forward pair of whecls of the engine truck
was derailed te the right at a point 44 fect west of the crossin
as a result of the accldent, and markings on the tles, splles a%g"
tieplates indicated that cnly one palr of wheels was deralled
untll the facing-point switch was encountered where the derailed
whecls followed the turnout to the frcg of the svitch, precipitat-
ing the final Aersilmcnt. ’
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) A traffic check for a 24-hour period, from 11:30 a.m.,
November 19, to 11:30 a.m., November 20, 1935, showed that a
total of 459 vehicles and 20 trains passed over the crossing;
the maximum hourly traffic of 57 vehicles passed during the
period from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.; the heaviest hourly train
movements were between 3:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., 5:30 a.m, and
6:30 a.m., and 8:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.; during each of these
three l1-hour periods four trains passed over the crossing.
Observation of the whistle signals sounded by trains for this
crossing, disclesed that the crossing warning signal was sounded
and chat usually the last blast was orolonged until the crossing
was reached. It also was noted that vehicles using the cirossing
reduced speed and that careg was c¢xercised in passing over the
croseing.

The eliminstion of this crossing is now on the program of
the Ohio Department of Highways, and the railrocad company has
subnitced plans and estimates covering the porticn of the 'ork te
be carried out by its own forces.

Discussion

The driver of the passenger anutoriobile invclved said that
he was thoroughly familiar with the crossing and knew that a
good view could not be had of an approaching west-bound train
until hig automobile had reached a point only a short distance
from the crossing. When he got to the tep of the hill just
north of the crossing he reduced speed to about 5 miles per
hour and shifted to low gear, and when clcser to the crossing
he looked to the right and saw a clear indication displayed by
the signal near the east switch, which indicated to him that a
west-bound train wag coming., He claimed, however, that he did not
see any reflection from the headlight of the cengine, although
other evidence was to the effect that the headlight had been
burning brightly, consequently he assumed that the way was clear
over the crossing, and shifted from low to high gear and
increased speed to about 15 or 20 miles per hour. When close to
or upon the track he saw the engine a shert distance away, too
late to avert the accident. Knowing that the view was obstructed
until close to the tracks, and knowing alsc that a train ves
approaching, this driver should have stopped where he could have
a view of the track, and then should have proceceded over the cross-
ing only when the way was seen and known to be clear.

Ccnclusion
This accident was caused by an automobile beling driven upon a
railroad crossing at grade Jirectly in front of an approaching

ight train.
freigh rain Respectfully submilitted,
W, J. PATTERSON,
Director.



