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INTERSTATE COUMERCE CCILIISSION

WASHINGTOH!

INVESTIGATION NO. 2999

THE PENNSYLVAKIA RATLROAD COMPANY

I'EAR TRAZEYSBURG, CHIO, ON

JUNE 26, 1946




- 2 - Inv-2099

Railroad: Penrnsylvania
Date: June 26, 1946
Locaticn: Frazeysburg, Onio
Kind oi accident: Collisicon
Equipnent involved: Fr

Treln nvmper: ZXira 6728 East

Engine number: 6728

Ccnsiss: Tront mortion- :+ Rear portion-
encine end 3C cars 2¢ cars,

caboose

Estimated sneed: Starding : 5 m. p. .

Overation: Signal indications

Track: Double; tangent; 0.02 percent
cdescending grade eastweard

Weatner: Clear

Time: 4:58 ». m,

Casualties: 1 killea

Cause: Defective draft gear attacnments



u' TNTERSTATE COMMZRCE COLAISSION

INVZSTIGATION NO. 2899

IN THE MATTER OF J[AKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
LCWDER THE ACCIDENT FErORTS ACT CF MAY g, 1910.

TEE PENISYLVATA RAILROAD COMPANY

Aufust 19, 19498.

nccident near Frazeyshurg, Cnio, on June 26, 1946, caused
by defectlve draft "esr auuscqments.

1
REPORT QW THE fCILITSSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

Or June 26, 1945, ther
front and rear portions of
vania Railroad near Frazeys
tine Geata of one employee.

was a2 collision between the
fiuleb trair on tne Pennsyl-
-

a
sburg, Ciilo, wnich resulted in

’-’. ltnder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Acht tne above-entitled proceecding was refcrred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideraticn and

disnosition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of -Cperation

Tnis accident occurred on that vart of the Panrandle Divi-
sion extending between Division Post, near Newark, Onio, and
Division Post, near Pittsburgh, Pa., 157.4 miles, a double-
track line in the vicinity of the point of accident, over wihich
trains noving witn the current of traffic are overated by sig-
nal indications. The accident occurred on the eastward main
track, 16.61 miles east of Division Fost, near Newark, at a
polnt 4,725 feet east of the station at Frazeysburg. Tne main
tracks are tangent throvchout a distance of © miles immediately
west of the point of accident and 2 miles eastward. Tne grade
for east-bound trains is level thnrougnout a distance of 1.8
miles, tnen it is, successively, 0.28 percent ascending 1,230
feet, 0.18 pcrcent descending 200 feet, 0.68 percent descending
1,500 feet, 0.38 percent cescending £20 feet and 0.02 percent
descending 375 feet to the point of accident and 1,625 feet
eastward.

Brake and Train Air Signal Instructions rcac in part as
follows:

26. Emergency Application, Accidental or from
Train--Snould tre preke apply suddenly, tnc steam
tnrottle or controller must be immnediately closed,
and tne brake valve on all locomotives in the
train moved to emergency position, and left there
until tne traln has stonped. Loconotive and
tender brakes must not we released with the inde-
pendent brake valve until ofter the train nhas
stopped.

s
=
ke
55

W%

Tne maximum authorized speed for freignt trains is 50 miles
per nour.

Descrintion of Accident

Extra 6728 East, an east-bound freight trein, consisting
of engine 6728, 56 cers and a caboote, departed from Columbus,
49 miles west cf Frazeysburg, at 3:20 p. m., passed Bricker,
tne last open office, 0.9C mile west of Frazeysburg, at 4:51
p. m., passed Frazeysburg and wnile it =as movinz on the east-
ward maln track et an estimated spced of S0 miles per nour thne
brekes became applied iIn emergency rs a result of a sevaration
between tne thirtieth and tnirty-first cars. The seperation
occurred at the point whnere the gradient cnanged from 0.28 per-
cent ascending to 0,18 nercent descending. The front vortion
of tne trein, wnich consisted of tkhe engine, 22 londed and 8
empty cars, 1,894 tons, stopped r~bout 4:58 »p, m. aporoximately



2,900 feet east of the voint of separation, vitn the west end
of the rear car standing ©.91 mile east of trne statlon at
Frazeysburg. TImmedistely afterward the rear portion, vnich
consisted of 23 loaded and 3 empty cars and the caboose, 1,587
tons, and moving at an estimated upeed of 5 miles per nour,

strucxz tne weet end of the front portion.

Tre thirtieth and tnirty-first cars were not damaged in
the collision. The front end of tne twentlieth car was knocked
off center. Tne front end of the first car overrode the end-
811l of the tender of engine 6728. Tne front end of tanls car
and tne rear end of the tender were corsiderably damaged.

The weatner was clear at the time of trnc accident, which
occurred abcut 4:58 p. m.

Tne front brakcman was killed.

Tne tnirtietnn car of Extra 8728, 5. & 0. 83788, a box car
built in 1912, is of stecel-unfecrfrare construction. Its capa-
city 1s 80,000 pounds, and at tne time of trne accident it con-
tained about 38,000 pcunds of tin blocks. This car was provided
wita ltcp-operated type D couplers, equipped "vith Mo. & lock
1ifts end 1li-incn tync E nﬂack’uu. The draft gmar at tne west,
or B, cnd of the car wae of A.A.3. anphroved friction type, and
ned 3 norizontal cross keys. Tns thirvy-first car, U.T.L.X.
97546, 2 tank car builst in 1923, is of all-~steel constructiorn.
Its cp,U01ty is 100,02C nounds and at the time of tne accldent
it contained 60,007 pounas of _¢quid ectner. Tnis car vas »ro-
vided vitn top- opcrated tyoe E counlers, equinped witn 1ll-incn
tyoe E knuckles. The cCraft icar at the east end of tiie car was
of A.A.R. approved friction type, naving a ccsv~-steel yoke and
a norizontal crose key In the front »nortion, 20 cars nad AB
ty“e ant. 10 had K tvae brakes. In the resr portion, 14 cars
nad AB type end 13 nad X type braies.

Discussion

Extra 6723 East vwas moving on tnc castward main track at

a speed of abcut €0 miles per nouar, in territory vnere tne
maximum autnorized speed is 50 WLlCS »er aour, wnen the brakes
became apnlied in emergency as a rcsult of a snoaration wnicn
cceurred octween the tn rtictn and thirty-first cars. Waen the
brakes beccame anplied in energency tnhe enginccr immediately
closed tne throttle and movel the automatic brake valve to
emergency vosition. Vrnen tnc front »ortion of tne train stopp
tnhe enginecr moved tae independent breke valve te epplication
position. Immediately saftervard the vest end of tne front por-
tion of the train was struck by the rear nortion. As a result
of tne impact, the front end of the firct car of the front por-
tion overrode tne rear end-sill of tae enginc tender. The front

do .
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ccunler walcn incdicated

curred. There nad been no excessive slack actiorn in the train,
end the brales nad properl; functioned en rovts. The equioment

of this %train wes last insnected by members of the mecnenical
forces ot Columbus, Onic, 49 miles west of Frazcoysburg, scveral(g’
ncurs prior to tne occurrence of the accident, but tne defcctive
condition of tne cears in question wac not ovserved.

Cause

It is found th=at tnis accident 'as cnuvsed by delective
draft gear attacnments.

Dated ot Wasnincton, D. C., this nineteenth
dey of August, 1946.

By the Commission, Com~iscicner Potterson.

"I. P. BARTEL,

(82AL) Secr=tary.
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