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Railroad: 
Ls t e: 
Location: 
Kind of accident: 
Trains inv< lved : 
'!' rein numb e r s : 
Eng i n e rr r ib e r s : 
Consist: 
Tsti'.atec speeds 
Operation: 
Track: 

,,reatlier: 
Time: 
Oasuv ities: 
C e u s e : 

Pennsylvania 
January 2, 1947 
Fort v'eyne , Ind. 
Rear-end collision 
Fr el g>it 

Extra 7 3 Vest 

7343 
in cars, caboose 
Standing 
Operating rule? 

kngirie 
Extra V:e 

10 ra. n . la . 

Pecondnry track: hJ curve; 0.18 
percent descending, frrrae vrost'ward 

Gnov- and sleet 
4 a . r;. 
2 injured 
Failure properly to control speed 
of following train in accordance 
11 i th rules rcvernirg noveiiient on 
secondary track 



INTERSTATE OOiMLRCL CO ML,'* I SSI OK 

INVESTIGATION NO. 3057 IN Tr,E hATTEE GE ilALING ACClLiJxT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER Tut .,(.oII£NT KLPOPTS A'J'T OP M H Y 6, 1 9 1 0 . 

Tin PENNSYLVANIA RACLPOAL COMPANY 

February il, 1947 

Accident at. Fort v^yne, Inc., on January ?, 194 7, caused 
by failure properly to ccnt.ro! the speed of the 
following train in accordance with the rules 
governing imoveinent on a secondary track. 

REPORT OF T.LE COi-Jl'iISSIOK" 

PATTEPF,OK , Conrrissloner: 

On January 2, 19^ 7
3 there '<,ras a. rear-end collision û -tv.een 

a freight train and an engine on the Pennsylvania Railroad at 
Fort Vaync, Ind. , 1 < i ch resulted in the injury of ti*o ennioyees, 

xUnder aulnority of section 1 7 (2) of the Interstate Com
merce i \ c t tne above-enT.Iiled proceeding ivas referred by the: 
Corrii esi.on to Comma si oner Patterson for- consideration cjnd 
eisnosition. 

http://ccnt.ro
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Locabicn of Accident and 'lethod cf Operation 

This accident occurred on that part oi tie Fort "eyrie 
'ivioior extending between Ad vision Post, near Crestline, 
•"ilc, -iid Fort * "ayne, Inc., 133.1 shies'. In the vi-cinity 
•ji t'.e roirt of accident this is a cobble-track Line over 
î.-ti trains moving vi on tne (jiirror.t of traffic arc operated 

b; t it-,nhl incicatiens. The r?-in trac'<c fron south to nortn 
f;n> Posirnated as To. L, eastwarc , bad ho. 2, westward. In 
tne vicinity of Fort VAcer^ an auxiliary track 'J. 7 miles 
long and designated as seconder'/ brack No. 3 parallels track 
I.' . 2__ewi the north. .JOveinenTs on track No. 3 ere authorized 
IE accordance ritn occ-ating rules applicable to secondary 
cracks , -:o; tirte-table r; t e a l instructions. There is no 
ock .r'stein in use on "his irac'c. T;ie east sv;itoh of a 

I.::'., t.̂  ck, 1 Alien connect? track No. 3 find uhe tracks of G'i 
c-.yi ;.3--'"juoe yara, is l.."7 'tilc-s east of cue station. Tne 
c-c.se switcn of a facinfj-point crossover, wniob corrects 
creeps Nos. 0 and 3 and hereinafter referred to as ensscver 
i, '• c 1.15 nllee ecst of th 1 2 station. Ihe accident occurred 
: tr-.ch No. 3 at a point. 6,,5L feet eesi of die station. Nron 
t..e east on trsck No. ; tnere is a tangent A.7c feet in icrigch., 
I.i.,.: i'" fo Hewed by a 4° curve to Vie ri-nib 453 feet to trie 
joint op acciceno and n feet westward. The; grade is 3.11 
- r\ ent oescc-ndiny westward. 

On^ratlng ru Les rota in Dart as follows: 

biLFJNI H O N S 
* * * 

reduced Speed—Are pared to stop short of train rr 
<• .struclicn . 

Secondary Track—A designated trect; upon which 
trains and engines nay be c,crated thou t LhTie-
t&ble auLnorltv, train orders or block slgnels. 

105-̂ . Unless otherwise provided, t'^his tnid 
-.mines using a secondary track must oroceec at 
deduced s leed unless tne track uson '.nulch cite 
rovenert is tc be made is seen or known to be 
ciear and switches properly lined. 

SF; 

http://c-c.se


* 6 «• 

105b, Unless otherv/ipe provided t trains and 
engines using r secondary track.or a siding will 
not eroteet ogainst following RIOVER.ents O N sucii 
tv-. cks. 
Tlio ma-vimum authorized --:poed for ell trains moving en 

track No. 3 i- 30 males per hour. 
Description' of Accident 

Extra 7343 Vest, a west-bound freight train, conoi-sting 
o" engine 7343, 4 6 cars end 0 cabvtfse, moving on track N O . 2, 
proceeded through crossover 1 to track Nc. 3 and stopped 
about 3:55 A . m., with the rear end standing 681 feet east of 
the station at Nort Vayne. .About 5 minutes later the rear end 
O F Extra 7343 Vest war-> struck by Extra 1964 '''est. 

Extra 1964 '''est, s west-bound 'I.igine en route from the 
engine-house to the gassonger ttation at Fort wayne, entered 
tracic Nc. 3 ft the ease leod-track switch about 3:50 a. m. , 
•"Tid while moving A T an esti :ated speed of 10 miles pej hour 
it struck Ixtra 7 3 A 3 '"est. 

The caboose and the rear car O F itxtrs. 7343 Vest and the 
front end ol th-. engine .---*F Extrr-' 19o4 Vest T A R E damaged. 

'hlio conductor end tne Flegman of Extre 73^3 1,!est were 
injured. 

A mixture of snow and sleet wes failing at the time cf 
the accident, '̂ nlch occurred ahout 4 A . m. 

Piccuss ion 
Extra 7343 Vest stopped on secondary crack No. 3 about 

3:55 '-. n. , in c • npl iano e ̂  th etcg cjgnals given by c switch-
tender. About 5 minutes later the rear end O F t . X I S train was 
struck bv Extra 1964 Veso. The conductor and the flagman of 
Extra 7^43 vrest were in the caboose, and they were not aware 
O F anything being rong until the collision occurred. Under 
the carrier'S rules applicable to operation on secondary 
tracks, the crew of kxtra 734? Vest war not required to provide 
flag protection against following movements, end the speed O F 
the fallowing train '"as recuired to be so controlled that I T 
could be stopped short C F a preceding train or A N oDstruction. 

Extr- 1964 Vest consisted of the engine only, and the 
crew consisted of an engineer and a firsm-m. A" this train 
was approaching tiv- point ' jere tne e.ccident occurred the 
speed was about 10 miles per hour. The headlight was lighted 
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briehtiy, and the enginemen wore r.sintaining a lookout ahead. 
The engineer said he thought the sneed of his engine wa: being 
uar: trolled so tnst it could be stopped short oh a preceding 
train. V'hen he first observed •"die lighted red marker iaeips 
of the preceding train about 350 feet distant, he thought 
that the train vus on track No. 2. Soon afterward he ^e; Li zed 
that the preceding train was on track î c. 3, and he taen toved 
the independent brake valve to application position, but tnis 
action vans not taken soon enough to stop Extra 19 6 ̂ West siiort 
of the preceding train. ^±&&-~&&re-~s^-eJ^^ trrerf"e v%s^ nd""con-di t ion -f ooinxL_l̂JLJi2Ciil̂^ - th^p^&^er--- ftvrrl i c a t,1 on o f vh e 
te^«-lces—ef.-engine 

It i-- found th t this accident was caused by failure 
"iroperly to control tne speed of the following trcin in 
accordance vi th the rules governing inovement on a secondary 
trc ok. 

Cause 

hated at Washington, D. C 
day of February, 1947. 

• > this eleventh 

By the Comini ssion, Commissioner Patterson. 

(ShAL) 
P. LARTEL, 
Secretary. 


