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Pennsylvania
December 12, 1942
Colunmvia City, Ind.

Rear—-ena collision

Freipnt : Pageenger

32 care, ceboose : 18 cars
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INTERSTAT® COMMERCE COIMMISSICN

INVESTIGATION NO. 26581

I THZ UATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UliDE. THE ACCIDEZNT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE PENNSYLVANTA RAILRCAD CClUPANY

February 4, 19438.

Accident near Columbla Clty, Tnd., on December 12, 194%Z,
cauged by fallure to provide adequate flag protection
for precedins train, asnd by fellure to overate fol-
lowing train in accordance with signel indications.

0

1
REFORT OF ThE COMKISSION

PATTTRS0T, Commisgicner:

Cn December 12, 1942, tnere was a rear-end collision
gen o freignt trein and a vassenger traln on tne Penn-
sylvanie Railroecd nesr Columoia City, In?., wvnicn resulted
in the desin of one emmnloyee and tne injury of two emvloyees.
Tnis scecident was investicated in conjunction wita a repre-
sentetive of the Irdiena Public Service Commisgion.

Tonaer authority of gection 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act rae above-entitled vroceeding was referred by tne

Cormmission to Commissioner Fatterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Locaticon of Accident and Metnod of Opsration

Inis accident occurred on tnat part of tne Fort Wayne
Division exteniing between Fort Wayne and Hobart, Ind., a
distance of 114.7 niles. In the vicinity of tne point of
accldent tnis 1s a double-track line over wnicn trains moving
witn the current of traffic are opsrated by #n autonatic
hloc&—qlbnal system, tne indicaticns of walcn superseds tTime-
table suw riority. The main tracks from scutn to nortn are
No. 1, eastward main, and No. 2, westwsrd main. Tne accident
occurred on track No. 2 at a ovolnt 0.82 mile =2ast of tne clto-
tica ot Columbia City. Apprcacnirg “rorm thne east the treck is
ey ent 16,3 miles to tne ooln* of accident and 3.3 miles
beyo:i. Tre grade for west-vound trains is 0.38 porcent
ascending.

Avtomatic signals 3351 and 2375, wnilen sovern vest-bound
movamenis on the westrard mein tracl, are TOMmued, respectivel;,
10,105 and 2,144 feet eset of the ooint of accident. Thaecce
sisnaleg are 5T tne ong-unit, tarse-irdicetion, rtocsition-lipnt
type. Signal 3361 is agyroach li.nt=d and gifgnal Eo75 isa con-
Tinvously lignted. Thne involved cgnects end corregnonding
indications and names of tasc: sipnels afb ece follows:

Agpect Trncicetion Neme

45 Deprees Procaed preovaret to stop Approecn.
at next signal. Train
exceeding medium sheed
muzt at once reduce to
tnat sneed.

Horirontal Ston; *tnen proceced at Steco-and-proceed.,

Qver marker regtricted speed.

Medium Speed--llot exceedin, one-nslf the gpeed
autznorized for passenger traine but not exceeding
30 miles per aour.

L I

Regtricted Snzed--llot exceedinz 15 miles per
nour prepared to stop saort of train, obstruction
or switecn not properly lined and to look out for
broken rail.
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35. Thne following signsals %will be used by flagmen:

o

ay eilgnals--A red flag, torpedoes and
fusees.,

#* oW %

99. Wnen a train stops under circumstances in wnich
1t may ve overtaken by anothner train, the flagman

must go back immediately witn flagman's signalc a
sufficicent distance to insure full protection, vlacing
twe torgedoes, and wnen necessary, in addition, dis-
Pleying lignted fusees.

Wnen recalled and safety to the train will
permit, ne may return.

Ymen conditicns require, nhe will leave the
torpedneg and a lignued fueece.

T

Wnen a trein ic movipg under circumctences in
wnlen 1t may bo overtaken by anotner Train, tne
flagman must Take cucn ection ag mey Lo neceggary
to insure full nrotectior. * %* %

* % %

Tne maximum autnorized speed for freignt treins is 50 miles
per ncur, and for passsnger tralng, 80 miles per nour.

Description cf Accident

Extra 8323 West, symbol FF-1, & west-bovnd freignt train,.
consisted of engine 33935, 40 losded and 42 empty cars and a
cerboose. aAfter a terminal air-breke test wes mede, thie Train
departed from Fort Wayne, 13.9 miles east of Columbia City, at
8:44 2. m., according to tne dispatecner's record of movement of
treineg, passed Junction, 17.%5 mileg cast of Columbia City and
tne last open office, at 29:12 2. m., and stopwved at 10:57 a. m.
witn tne caboose standing 1,914 feet west of signeal 3575. About
11:03 a. m. the flagman was recalled, and ebout 2 minutcs lster
ne pave a slgnel to proceed. Tne train nad moved abouv 230 feet
wegtward when tae rear end was struck by No. 23.

n, consi st.

Jo. 23, a vest-oound first-cless passenger trai
of engines 5471 and 5357, coupled, 4 express carsg, 1 bagrage
cer, 1 mail car, 1 coach, 1 wassgenger-bazga.e car, 2 coacnes, 1

dining car and 4 Pullmen gleering cers, in toe order named. Tne
second, fourtn and fiftn cers were of steel-undcrframe conscruc-
tion and tne remainder were of all-steel construction. After a
terminal air-brake test was made tals trein deperted from Fort
Wayne ot 10:47 2. m., according to the dispatcner's record of
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movement of trains, 1 nour 13 minutes late, passed Junction at
10:80 a. m., 1 aour 18 minutes lete, Dagsed sl gral 5261 wnicn

displayed apnroach, passec cignal 337&, wnica 6:

and-proceed, and wnile moving &t a gpeed varicvely estim ted eg
25 to 50 miles per nour it collided witn trhe rear =rd of Ixtra

8393 West.

Tne caboose of Extra 8398 wesg demolizsned. The rear nhve
cers were cderailied and stopped in various vosgitlons &crocs <o
main tracxs. Of these cars, 2 were demolisned asnd the remain
were padly damaced. Tne rear truck of tne tentn car anead of
the caboose was dersiled. Ergine 5471 was deralled and stooned
on its rignt side, in reverce direction and at a »Doint adbous
435 Teet vest of bne noint of accident. It was COrs*ﬂDrabW"
damezed and the cebn tag demolisned. The tenler of engine 547
was deralled and stopped across tne track about 75 feeL we gt of
its engines Eagine 5357 wog derailled and stopned, badly demere?
upriznt, in line with the track and about 494 feet vest ol tre
point of accident. Tne tender of engine 5207 was desralled, re-
mained coupled to 1ts engine and stopned across tne tracks. Tnor
first five cars of Jo. 28 vere derailed and stouped, bacly dem-
aged, 1in vsriocus positions across botn rein ftracks.

1
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It wes nazy =t the time of tne accident, wnich occurred
about 11:05 &. m.

Tne employee killed waec the engineer of the first en:ire
of No. 2&. Tne employees injured were the firemon of the fires
englie and trhe front brakeman of Yo. 23,

Discussion

Tne rules governing operation on tae lire iavolved vrovice
tnat wilen a traln stons under circuistences in wnl-~ 1l mey be

overtaken oy enotner troin, the flsgman musi go vack imntedizatel;
witn flagmen'e sipnels a sufficiert Airstence to insures 11 orc-
tection. Wnern recalled, ne may return if 10 1s s~fe to Co so.
He nmust -lace tor)edo,s and 1QaVP o2 lifnted fusee if ccordltions
requlire. nen a irairn is noving uander 01rcﬂm~t(r i wnicn 1%
nay be overtaken by ano®ner tr:in tae flogman mus ~ke guch
actilon ag may be nececgery tc incure full oLo'eo*lon. Under itnsz
na
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rules poveralng onersticn in sutomatlc plock-signel territory,
ar. agporoacn indication reguireg tnst the sneed of a trein ﬂUSt
~eed, and thne traln nuet be

be redvced irnmedictely to medium g
prepered to cto> at ths next cignal. A stov-and-procecd indice-
tion requires & train tc ctop at the signal, trnen it nsy wrocecc
at a speed not exceeding 12 miles ver nour but rvet ve vremnared
tc ston snoirt of trein or ohstructio:

lﬁ)

Tyurq 2292 West stopned at 10:° . m. with the caboose
e-‘_

7
t west of cignel 33875
abou

stending 4 . About 8 ninutes lgter
after qus a n out 230 feet, the recr end

d moved forwvard a s
3.

was struck
Wnern Zxtre 8383 stopned =t Columbie City, tne conductor oo:
tne flagman wvere in tne caboose. £oon afternafd the flosmen

-
i
<



- - 2661

v

vent back %o provide flag protecticn. He gaild ne reacned a
ocint sbout T0O0 feet e~gt of the c-hoose and remained there
until re wee recslled. Az no trein wre geen anodroacning from
tre =3gi e did rot olace torpefoes on tne rail or lesave a
1igorited fugece. e returned Lo the cabooce arnd Seve proceed
gifnole, 2ac tne train started about 11:04 ¢. m. A cut 1 minute
later tre corducter sgaw lNo. 23 approacuing at a digstence of
eocut 1/4 mile and n2 geve aton gilgrale witn a licated e

.2 ¢ a4 tiae speed of No. 23 was apeut 50 nilc

CoGUz Lo seod
nour ac Lne lee of

o
[
Al

coliision. T.ece emzlojees oo
reescn wny adequate rlag protection for tnelr treir we
nrevided. adecvate flag prote tion nsd bHeen Orov

I
Extrae 3J98 tnig accident would nave T:en averted.
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A- No. 25 vag gponrocening Columbia City trhe aspeed wes abhoud
80 mlleg ver nour. Tne train air-ureke gyeten wag in btae charse
of tne enginecr oY tne filrst ergine. A running test of tne
.¢ a2dice goon after departure from Fort W-yne, and tney

pronerly. AT & noint some distance eest of Columblic
Civy tho Irent trokcmea rounded tne train air-signel for tne
T 20 ot Solumuic City, 2and en acknowrledgment wag souncer

orn tr.e ufa_ne vnlstle of the {irct engine. Tne envinenea od
: ~ine ceid tn~t Wecaust of gmoke treiling dovnmward

z D tant w2re un~ble To gcee Ttne indicetion
digplayed Ty ary of irs cigarleg bL-treen Fort Worns and Ttne voint
ol sccidernt. Tne cngiqcer of tac ~eoconi enoin. c~id tnet aboug
20 secoads before tua collicior cceourred, e 20— ovnd brate-pine

rzduction 1eog mode Tronw tiiz firet sngine (nd oo elinoet 1nmme-
Aistely oa emzricrnzy e#ooliceticrn wro mede. o sr+jwrted tne
cpeed of 11-. 23 es botwenn 25 ~ond 35 riles poar rour tren the
ccllision occurrei. Tn Teoetes ofter tne vcclrent rie involved
clun-le functioned preverly. "my Mo, 27 rre nct oovcrrted in
“000169133 witin tne indic:tion~ disgolayed oy eivn-~ls o831 nd
&375 covld not re determined, ~sg tae engincer of tne Tir+t cngin
ves killed in ine accident and the firemen wog so serlcuclly in-
Jured r2 covld nct me interrocated. Feod No. 28 he o0
irn accordence ~ith tne indicrticre atsilayed Sy tres
Trnis ccorwant would not neve occurraed.

Covae
I ir Tovnd ta~o hnig »coidert rog covegel vy T-iiure tc
DrOVLC O auJQUate fles protection for tuoe wrocedrlrg Ttrlr, #~nd
3

toae £
o f operesita tne Tollevirnz Sridn reonen, vitn

¢
1
c1onal 17

Duted rt J-eringion, D. C., this fourtn
T r

Seerat-ry.
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