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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3536 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COMPANY 

November 9, 1953 

Accident near Bal t imore , Md., on October 17, 1953, caused 
by an obs t ruc t ion on the t rack. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On October 17, 1953, there was a derai lment of a 
passenger t r a in on the Pennsylvania Rai l road near Bal t imore , 
Md., which resul ted In the Injury o f 61 passengers, 6 d in ing -
car employees, 2 Pullman Company employees, and 6 t r a i n -
s e r v i c e employees. 
— _ , 

Under 'au thor i ty of sec t ion 17 ( 2 ) of the I n t e r s t a t e Com­
merce Act the above -an t i t l ed proceeding was r e fe r r ed by the 
Commissibn to Commissioner Clarke for cons idera t ion and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . • , 
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Loca t ion of Accident and Method of Operation 

This acc ident occurred on that par t of the Maryland 
D i v i s i o n extending between D i v i s i o n Pos t , near 30th S t . , 
Ph i l ade lph ia , Pa . , and D i v i s i o n Pos t , near Washington, D. C , 
126.9 m i l e s . In the v i c i n i t y o f the point of acc ident th is 
i s a four- t rack l i n e , over which t ra ins moving wi th the current 
o f t r a f f i c are operated by automatic b l o c k - s i g n a l and cab - s ig ­
nal I n d i c a t i o n s , A catenary system I s provided f o r the e l e c ­
t r i c propuls ion of t r a i n s , ^rom east to west the main t racks 
are designated as No, 1, northward f r e i g h t ; No. 2, northward 
passenger; No. 3, southward passenger; and No. 4 , southward 
f r e i g h t . The accident occurred on track No. 3 at a point 
97.9 miles south of 30th S t . , Ph i l ade lph ia , and 3.8 miles 
south of the s t a t ion a t Bal t imore . From the north there a re , 
In succession, a tangent 4,335 f e e t in length and a 2° curve 
to the l e f t 1,049 f ee t to the po in t of acc ident and 806 f e e t 
southward. From the north there a r e , In succession, a 1,10-
peroent ascending grade 1,750 f e e t In l eng th , a v e r t i c a l curve 
650 f e e t to the po in t of accident and 250 f e e t southward, and 
a 0,77-per.cent descending grade 300 f e e t . 

The track s tructure cons is t s of 152-pound r a i l , 39 f e e t 
In l eng th , l a i d new In 1944 on an average of 22 t rea ted t i e s 
to the r a i l l eng th , I t i s f u l l y t i e p l a t e d with double-shoulder 
canted t i e p l a t e s , spiked with three r a i l - h o l d i n g spikes and 
two anchor spikes per t l e p l a t e , and i s provided wi th 6-hole 
3 8 - l / 2 - l n o h j o i n t bars and an average of 10 r a i l anchors 
per r a i l . I t I s b a l l a s t e d with crushed stone to a depth of 
18 inches below the bottoms of the t i e s . At the po in t of 
aacldent the s p e c i f i e d curvature i s 2 ° , the supere leva t ion Is 
6 inches, and the gage i s 4 f e e t 8-1/2 Inches . ' The dis tance 
between the c e n t e r - l i n e s o f tracks No. 3 and No. 4 Is 14 f e e t 
3/4 Inch. 

Semi-automatic s igna l 16L, governing south-bound movements 
on track No, 3, I s loca ted 2,794 f e e t north of the point o f 
acc iden t . This s igna l Is of the p o s i t i o n - l i g h t t ype . 

Rules o f the Assoc ia t ion of American Ra i l roads governing 
the load ing of machinery on open top cars read in part as 
f o l l o w s : 

Rule 1. Inspec t ion * * * Gars must be inspected 
to see * * * that loads are p roper ly and s a f e l y 
secured be fo re being accepted from shippers . * * * 

Rule 5. * * * 

# # # 
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A l l oars * * * the load must be secured so as to 
prevent I t from f a l l i n g o f f car . 

* to # 

Machines and other I tems, having high center of 
g r a v i t y or narrow base, must be secured to prevent 
them from t ipp ing over in t r a n s i t . 

The maximum authorized speed f o r the passenger t r a in 
involved was 75 miles per hour, but i t was r e s t r i c t e d to 
70 miles per hour on the curve on which the acc ident 
occurred. . -

•Description of Accident 

No. 143, a.south-bound f i r s t - c l a s s passenger t r a in , 
consis ted of e l e c t r i c locomot ive 4911, one baggage car, 
f i v e ^coaches, one p a r l o r car, one dining car , two coaches, 
and four s l eep ing cars , in the order named. A l l cars were 
o f convent ional a l l - s t e e l . c o n s t r u c t i o n except the l a s t car, 
which was o f l i g h t w e i g h t s t e e l cons t ruc t ion . The second to 
the s ix th cars , I n c l u s i v e , and the e ighth and ninth cars 
were equipped with t i g h t l o c k couplers . This t r a in passed 
s igna l 16L, which indica ted Proceed, passed Gwynn, 3.5 
miles south of Bal t imore , the l a s t open o f f i o e , a t 11:53 
p . m., 2 minutes l a t e , and whi le moving on track' No. 3 
at a speed of about 60 miles per hour i t struck a p i ece 
of maoninery which was obs t ruc t ing the t rack . The l o c o m o t i v e , 
the f i r s t e igh t cars , and the front truck o f the ninth car 
were d e r a i l e d . 

The locomot ive stopped on i t s l e f t s ide on tracks Nos. 
2 and 3 and in l i n e wi th them. The f ront end was 686 f e e t 
south o f ' t h e po in t of acc iden t . Separations occurred between 
the locomot ive and the f i r s t car, between the fourth and 
f i f t h cars , and between the s i x th and seventh cars . The 
coupler shank at the f ront end of the f i f t h car was broken. 
The f i r s t and second oars stopped in' l i n e wi th the l o c o m o t i v e . 
The f i r s t car leaned to the east at an angle of approximately 
45 degrees . The th i rd car stopped with the reat end between 
tracks Nos. 1 and '2. The fourth car stopped wi th the rear end 
on track No. 4, , The f i f t h car stopped with the front end 
against the rear end o f ' t h e four th car and the rear end on 
track No. 2. The s ix th car stopped with the r ea r end on ' t rack 
No, 4, The other d e r a i l e d cars stopped approximately in l i n e 
with track No. 3, .The locomot ive and the f i r s t e igh t cars were 
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c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged, and the n i n t h car was s l i g h t l y damaged. 
Track No . 3 was d e s t r o y e d th roughout a d i s t a n c e o f about 700 
f e e t i m m e d i a t e l y sou th o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

The e n g i n e e r , t he f i r e m a n , the c o n d u c t o r , and t h r e e 
brakemen were i n j u r e d . 

The wea the r was c l e a r a t t he t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d about 11 :53 p . m. 

E l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e 4911 i s o f the 4 - 6 - 6 - 4 t y p e . 
The t o t a l w e i g h t i s 477,000 pounds, d i s t r i b u t e d as f o l l o w s : 
e n g i n e - t r u c k w h e e l s , 174,000 pounds; d r i v i n g w h e e l s , 
303,000 pounds. The s p e c i f i e d d i a m e t e r s o f ^ t h e e n g i n e - t r u c k 
w h e e l s and the d r i v i n g whee l s a r e , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 36 Inches 
and 57 I n c h e s . The r i g i d whee lbase o f each d r i v i n g t ruck 
i s 13 f e e t 8 Inches l o n g , and the t o t a l whee lbase i s 69 f e e t 
l o n g . The t o t a l l e n g t h ' o f the l o c o m o t i v e i s 79 f e e t 6 i n c h e s . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

As No . 143 was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d , the speed was about 60 m i l e s p e r hour . The enginemen 
i>'er"j i n the c o n t r o l compartment o f the l o c o m o t i v e , and the 
members o f the t r a i n c r e v were i n v a r i o u s l o c a t i o n s In the 
c a r s o f the t r a i n . The brakes o f th iG t r a i n had been t e a t e d 
and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t e . Both s i g n a l 
16L and the cab s i g n a l i n d i c a t e d P r o c e e d . The e n g i n e e r f i r s t 
o b s e r v e d the o b s t r u c t i o n on the t r a c k s t r u c t u r e a t a d i s t a n c e 
o f about 50 f e e t . He thought the l o c o m o t i v e s t r u c k o r passed 
the o b s e r v a t i o n as he a p p l i e d the b r a k e s o f the t r a i n . The 
f i r e m a n s a i d tha t i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d he 
waG o p e n i n g the window on the e a s t s i d e o f the c o n t r o l 
compartment to i n s p e c t the t r a i n . Fe d i d not see the 
o b s t r u c t i o n . 

A f t e r the a c c i d e n t occu r r ed an L-shape p i e c e o f 
machinery was found on i t s s i d e about 1 f o o t west o f the 
w e s t r a i l o f t r ack N o . 3 . This p i e c e o f machinery was 7 
f e e t 10 inches i n l e n g t h a t the b a s e , 7 f e e t 3 - 1 / 2 i n c h e s 
i n h e i g h t , and I f o o t 5 Inches In w i d t h . I t was p a i n t e d 
w i t h o r a n g e p a i n t . There were many a b r a s i o n s on the face3 
and c o r n e r s o f the p i e c e o f m a c h i n e r y . 

Examina t ion o f the l o c o m o t i v e a f t e r tho a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d d i s c l o s e d t h a t a p o r t i o n o f meta l a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
3 /4 i n c h w i d e and 5 i n c h e s I n l e n g t h was t o r n from the f r o n t 
o f the c o v e r of the f r o n t r o l l e r - b e a r i n g j o u r n a l box on 
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the west s ide of the r ea r engine truck. The metal was 
torn h o r i z o n t a l l y , and the bottom edge o f the torn area 
was approximately 1 f o o t above the top of the r a i l . There 
were no other marks on the locomot ive to Ind i ca t e that I t 
had been in contact wi th the p i e c e o f machinery. Examination 
of the f i r s t car d i s c l o s e d that the Ins ide equa l i ze r on 
the west s ide of the f ron t truck bore an indenta t ion on 
the f ront edge approximately 2-1/2 Inches above the bottom 
of the e q u a l i z e r . Orange paint in the Indenta t ion Indica ted 
that the equa l i ze r had struck the p i e c e o f machinery. 
Longi tud ina l rubbing mark3 on the bottoms of both eaua l l ze r s 
on the west side o f "the truck ind ica ted that the equa l i ze r s 
had been in contact wi th the p i e c e of machinery. The marks 
extended from the f ron t to approximately %he centers of 
the e a u a l l z e r s . Heavy burn marks across the bottoms and a t 
the rear of the four e q u a l i z e r s of the f i r k t truck Ind ica ted 
that the equa l i ze r s had been In contact wi th the r a i l s . 
These marks Ind ica te that the equa l i ze r s on the west s ide 
of the f ront truck over rode the p i e c e o f machinery and ra ised 
the truck s u f f i c i e n t l y to d e r a i l the wheels of the t ruck. 

The I n v e s t i g a t i o n d i sc losed that the p i e c e o f machinery 
which was struck"by No. 143 had f a l l e n from C.B.& 0. 89081, 
the s i x ty - seven th car of Extra 4742 South. 

Extra 4742 South, a south-bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , con­
s i s t ed o f engine 4742, p 0 cars , and a caboose. This t r a in 
departed from G-wynn at 11:3e p . m. , and was moving on track 
No, 4 at a speed of about 20 mi les per hour when the p i e c e 
of machinery f e l l to the track s t ruc ture . The p i e c e of 
machinery was struck by the rear truck of the s i x t y - e i g h t h 
car and was thrown toward the west r a i l of track No. 3. The 
rear wheels of the res r truck of the s i x t y - e i g h t h car were 
d e r a i l e d as a r e su l t o f the impact. The f ront wheels o f t h i s 
truck became de ra i l ed at a turnout 3,830 f e e t south of the 
point o f i n i t i a l dera i lment . At a po in t 1,340 f e e t south 
of the turnout a separa t ion occurred between the s i x t y -
seventh and the s i x t y - e i g h t h cars, and the brakes of the 
t r a in became appl ied in emergency. The t r a in stopped about 
11:42 p . m. with the rea r end of the caboose 4,550 f e e t 
south of the poin t of acc iden t . When the t r a in stopped, the 
conductor and the flagman were In the caboose. They were 
not aware that the p i e c e of machinery had f a l l e n from the 
t r a i n . The flagman immediately proceeded northward to 
p rov ide f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . When he reached a poin t approximate! 
300 f e e t north of the caboose, he observed f l ange marks 
of d e r a i l e d wheels on the track s t ruc ture . He c a l l e d the 
conductor ' s a t t en t ion to the f l ange marks, and the conductor 
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proceeded southward to Inspect the t r a i n . The flagman again 
proceeded northward and c a l l e d the operator at Gwynn from a 
telephone approximately 700 f e e t north of the r e a r of the 
caboose. The operator informed him that IJo. 143 had a l ready 
passed and had stopped a short d is tance south of that s t a t i o n . 

C.B.& Q. 89081 i s a s t e e l underframe f l a t car , b u i l t In 
1938. I t s l i g h t weight , nominal capac i ty , and maximum load 
l i m i t a re , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 49,000 pounds, 100,000 pounds, and 
120,000 pounds. The height o f the car i s 44-1/2 inches above 
the tops of the r a i l s . I t i s provided with a wood f l o o r . 
The length and width of the f l o o r a re , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 55 
f e e t 7 Inches and 10 f e e t 4 inches . Stake pocke ts are 
provided on each s ide and on each end of the ca r . The 
stake pockets on the s ides of the car are spaced approxi­
mately 3 f e e t apart , and those on the end are spaced 
approximately 2 f e e t 6 Inches apar t . The trucks are of the 
4-wheel type and are provided wi th 33-inch caat i ron wheels 
and 5-1/2-Inch by 10- inch journa l s . The l a d i n g consis ted 
o f pulp machinery, and weighed 103,000 pounds. A skid 11 
f e e t 10 inches long and 8 fee t 7 Inches wide was loca ted on 
the f l o o r at the north end of the car . The skid consisted of 
e igh t t ransverse p ieces of 2-lnch by 8-inch wood nai led on 
the top o f three l ong i t ud ina l p i e c e s of 4-inch by 6-inch 
wood. Two of the l ong i tud ina l p i eces cons t i tu ted the s ides 
o f the sk id . The other l ong i t ud ina l p iece was l oca t ed at 
the center o f the skid. Two transverse p ieces were loca ted 
adjacent to each other at each end of the sk id . The other 
t ransverse p i eces were spaced approximately 1 f o o t 3 Inches 
apar t . Each o f the s ix nor ther ly t ransverse p i e c e s was 
further supported by a 4-inch by 6-Inch block of wood 
loca t ed about 1 foot 5 inches from the east s ide of the sk id . 
The and p i e c e at the north end of the skid consis ted of 
two p i e c e s of 4-lnch by 5-inch wood 9 fee t 5 inches in l eng th , 
secured toge the r , one on top o f the o ther . -The end p i ece 
was p laced lengthwise between the north end o f the skid and 
two 4-inch by 6-inch stakes secured in the stake pockets at 
the north end of the car . The end p i e c e was secured to the 
f l s o r o f the car wi th sp ikes . I t was r e in fo rced by f i v e 
2-inch by 8-inch p i e c e s o f wood 18 inches In l e n g t h , spaced 
approximately equidis tant from each other, and na i led to the 
f l o o r wi th the longes t dimension at r i gh t angles to the end 
p i e c e : A 4-inch by 6-lnch wedge-shape wood b lock 1 foot 1 
Inch in length was na i led to the top of each o f the f i v e p i e c e 
with the 4-inch by 6-Inch surface against the end p i e c e . An 
end p i e c e a lso was provided at the south end of the skid . 
The west s ide of the skid was placed against four 4-inch 
by 6-inch stakes secured in s take pockets on the w^st s ide 
of the car . Blocks provided on the f l o o r o f the car extended 
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between the east s ide of the skid and four 4- inch by 6-lnch 
stakes 6 fe°t in length secured in stake pockets on the east 
side of the car . Two p i e c e s of machinery were loaded on the 
skid . One p i e c e occupied approximately one-hal f the area of 
the skid at the south end and one-quarter o f the area of the 
skid at the northwest corner . A smaller p i e c e of machinery, 
which l a t e r f e l l from the car, occupied the northeast p o r t i o n 
of the sk id . The l a r g e r p i e c e of machinery was secured 
against l a t e r a l movement on the skid by 2-inch by 4-inch 
wood c l e a t s placed lengthwise aga ins t each s ide of the 
p i e c e of machinery and na i led to the sk id . I t was secured 
on the south end by a 2-inch by 4-inch wood c l e a t placed 
lengthwise agains t the end of the p i e c e of machinery and 
na i led to the sk id . I t was secured at the north end by a 
2-inch by 6-inch wood c l e a t 4 f e e t in length p laced between 
the end of the p l ace of machinery and the skid end-p iece . 
This c l ea t was placed on the skid with the l onges t dimension 
against the north end o f the p i e c e of machinery and was 
na i led to the skid with f i v e 20-penny n a i l s . It was 
further secured from moving northward on the skid by a 
2-inch by 6-inch wood c l e a t 2 feet in length placed 
between the south end of the smaller p i ece of machinery and 
a t ransverse , v e r t i c a l surface of the l a r g e r p i e c e of machinery. 
This c l e a t was placed on the skid wi th the l o n g e s t dimension 
p a r a l l e l to the s ides of the car and was secured to the 
skid with f i v e 20-penny n a i l s . A l - l / 4 - i n c h by 0.35-lnch 
h igh- tens ion band extended t ransverse ly over the highest 
pa r t of the p i e c e of machinery. The ends of the band were 
secured to the east and west s ides of the skid by metal 
brackets na i l ed to the sk id . The leng th and width of the L-shape 
p i e c e of machinery occupying the northeast p o r t i o n of the 
skid were, r e s p e c t i v e l y , 7 f e e t 10 Inches, and 1 f o o t 5 Inches. 
The height o f the base was 2 f e e t 9-1/2 Inches, and the 
maximum height of the p i e c e was 7 f e e t 3-1/2 inches . It 
weighed 6,320 pounds. It was placed on the skid with the 
longer dimension o f the base p a r a l l e l to the s ides of the 
car and the h ighes t dimension of the p i ece to the south. The 
north end of the p i e c e was approximately•2 f e e t 2 Inches from, 
the north end of the car , and the east side was approximately 
1 foo t 4 inches from the east s ide of the car . The west s ide 
of the p i e c e was placed against the 2-lnch by A-inch c l e a t 
that secured the east s ide of the l a r g e r p i e c e of machinery. 
The p i e c e was secured at the north end by a 2-inch by 4-lnch 
c l e a t placed between the end of the p i ece and the skid end-
p i e c e . This c l e a t was na i l ed to the sk id . The p i e c e was 
secured on the east s ide by 2-inch by 4-inch wood c l ea t s 
placed lengthwise against the base, one near each end of the 
base. These c l e a t s were nai led to the sk id . A 4-inch by 4-inch 
wood brace was na i led at r i g h t angles to each of the three 
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s t a k e s l o c a t e d I n the s t a k e p o c k e t s on the eas t s i d e of 
the ca r a d j a c e n t to the p i e c e o f mach ine ry . The b races 
were about 2 f e e t 6 i n c h e s a b o v e the f l o o r o f t h e car and 
ex tended be tween the s t a k e s and the p i e c e o f m a c h i n e r y . 
The p i e c e was h e l d t i g h t l y a g a i n s t the b r a c e s by a 1 - 1 / 4 - i n c h 
by . 0 3 5 - i n c h h i g h - t e n s i o n band which surrounded the p i e c e 
and the s t a k e s i n a h o r i z o n t a l p l a n e . The band was secured 
to the s t a k e s by n a i l s . A l - l / 4 - l n c h by . 0 3 5 - i n c h h i g h -
t e n s i o n band l o c a t e d about 1 f o o t from the no r th end o f the 
p i e c e o f machinery ex tended t r a n s v e r s e l y o v e r the p i e c e and 
a p o r t i o n o f the l a r g e r p i e c e o f mach ine ry . The ends o f the 
band were secured to the eas t and west s i d e s o f the sk id by 
me ta l b r a k c e t s n a i l e d to the s k i d . 

Examina t ion o f the ca r a f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
d i s c l o s e d tha t the sk id had p a r t i a l l y upset the end p i e c e 
a t the n o r t h end o f the s k i d and had moved nor thward about 
one inch on the f l o o r o f the c a r . The c l e a t a t the nor th 
end o f the l a r g e r p i e c e o f machinery and the c l e a t be tween 
the s m a l l e r p i e c e o f machinery and the l a r g e r p i e c e had 
become d i s l o d g e d . The l a r g e r p i e c e o f machinery had moved 
nor thward about 3 - 1 / 2 i n c h e s on the s k i d . The s m a l l e r 
p i e c e o f machinery had f a l l e n from the n o r t h e a s t p o r t i o n 
o f the s k i d . The n o r t h e r l y t h r e e s t a k e s on the e a s t s i d e 
o f the car were b roken o f f f l u s h w i t h the f l o o r o f the c a r . 
The b r a c e s which had ex tended be tween these s t a k e s and the 
e a s t s i d e o f the p i e c e were b roken and d i s l o d g e d from the 
s t a k e s , The h i g h - t e n s i o n bands s e c u r i n g the p i e c e to the 
s k i d and t o the s t a k e s were b r o k e n . u a r k i n g s on the sk id 
i n d i c a t e d tha t the p i e c e had moved backward and fo rward on 
the sk id a d i s t a n c e o f 12 i n c h e s . Markings on the e a s t s i d e 
o f the l a r g e r p i e c e o f machinery and on the s t a k e s i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t the s m a l l e r p i e c e o f machinery had swayed l a t e r a l l y . 
Examina t ion o f t he o t h e r p a r t s o f the l a d i n g on the car 
d i s c l o s e d no i n d i c a t i o n s tha t t he car was handled r o u g h l y 
en rout^e. 

The l o a d i n g r u l e s o f the A s s o c i a t i o n o f A m e r i c a n R a i l ­
r o a d s do not p r e s c r i b e s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s f o r l o a d i n g p i e c e s o f 
machinery s i m i l a r to the p i e c e which f e l l from the ca r , but 
r e q u i r e tha t such p i e c e s be l o a d e d i n such manner tha t t h e y 
cannot t i p o r f a l l from the c a r . I n the i n s t a n t case the 
s t a k e s and the e a s t s i d e o f the l a r g e r p i e c e o f mach inery b o r e 
i n d i c a t i o n s tha t the s m a l l e r p i e c e o f machinery had been r o c k ­
i n g from s i d e to s i d e . Th i s i n d i c a t e d tha t the b r a c i n g be tween 
the s m a l l e r p i e c e and the s t akes and the h i g h - t e n s i o n bands 
had not been adequa te to p r e v e n t the s m a l l e r p i e o e from t i p p i n g . 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f f o u r lumber companies s a i d t ha t the s t a k e s 
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which f a i l e d were o f p o o r q u a l i t y t i m b e r , and were not f i t 
f~r s e c u r i n ? the l a d i n g i n v o l v e d . A f t e r the f a i l u r e o f the 
b r a c i n g be tween the p i e c e o f machinery and the s t akes and the 
f a i l u r e o f the h i g h - t e n s i o n bands, the P i e c e o f machinery 
Wc 'S p e r m i t t e d t o rock and s t r i k e a g a i n s t the upper p o r t i o n 
o f the s t a k e s . This r e s u l t e d In the f a i l u r e o f the s t a k e s , 
and, w i t h o u t the p r o t e c t i o n a f f o r d e d by the s t a k e s , the 
p i e c e o f machinery f e l l from the c a r . 

C .B.& Q. RQ091 was l o a d e d a t the p l a n t o f t he Improved 
Paper Mach ine ry Corp . a t Nashua,, M . H. , and was d e s t i n e d to 
Calhoun, T e n n . , v i a the Boston and Maine , De laware and Hudson, 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , and Southern r a i l r o a d s . "he car was i n s p e c t e d 
a t the p l a n t and was a c c r e t e d by a ca r irisn^cti-r o f the 
Boston and Maine O c t o b e r P . I t was assembled in a t r a i n 
at Nashua and vas moved southward to M y s t i c J u n c t i o n , near 
Bos ton , M a s s . , where i t was i n s p e c t e d and was shopped p o r 
a l o w c o u p l e r . The ca r was moved out o f th^ shop Oc tober 
12 . I t was assembled in a t r a i n and was moved westward to 
M e c h a n i c s v i l l e , N. Y . , where i t was d e l i v e r e d in i n t e r ­
change to the Delaware and Hudson October 1 3 . I t was i n s p e c t e d 
a t M e c h a n i c s v i l l e and was a c c e p t e d by De laware and Hudson 
car i n s p e c t o r s . I t was then assembled in a t r a i n and moved 
southward to Oneonta, v „ Y . , where i t was i n s p e c t e d on a r r i v a l . 
I t was a s sembled in a t r a i n a t Cneonta and wa.s moved southward 
to W i l k e s B a r r e , P a . , where i t was d e l i v e r e d i n i n t e r c h a n g e 
to the P e n n s y l v a n i a a t Buttonwood Yard O c t o b e r 1"). I t was 
i n s p e c t e d a t Buttonwood Yard and was a c c t p t e d by P e n n s y l v a n i a 
car i n s p e c t o r s . The car vas then assembled i n a t r a i n and 
moved southward to E n o l a , Pa . , - where i t was i n s p e c t e d on 
a r r i v a l . I t was assembled in Extra 4742 South a t Enola 
O c t o b e r 17, and was i n s p e c t e d b e f o r e d e p a r t u r e . 

None o f the i n s p e c t o r s who i n s p e c t e d the ca r a f t e r 
i t was l o a d e d a t Nashua took any e x c e p t i o n t o the Tr thod 
i n which the l a d i n g was s e c u r e d . 

Cause 

I t i s found tha t t v > i s a c c i d e n t was caused bv an 
o b s t r u c t i o n on the t r a c k . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D. C. , t h i s n i n t h 
day o f November , 1953. 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) GEO ROE v . LATRD, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


