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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Traln numbers:
Engine nuhbers:

Consists:

Estimated sneeds:

Cperation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMITARY

Pennsylvania

March 31, 1947

Albion, Pa.

Sife collision

Freight 1 Freight

Extra 9724 East : Extra 9709 West
9724 1 9709

47 cars, caboose : 17 cars, caboose
p. h. : 10 n. p. h.

Timetable, train orders and
manual-block system

Single; tangent; 0.6 percent
descending grade vwestwvard

Clear

4:30 a, m,

4 injured

Failure nroperly to control
speed of train in accordance

1ith manual-blockz authoriily
and approaching meeting point



INTERSTATE COMIERCE COITMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3090

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTTGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF IMAY &, 1910.

THE PENNSYLVAIITA RATLROAD COMPANY

May 1, 1947

Accident at Albion, Pa., on March 31, 1847, caused by
fallure Dﬂoperly to control speed of tfain in
accordance with manuval-~block authority and
approaching a meeting poilnt.

1
REPORT OF THE COIMISSION

PATTERSCH, Commigsioner:

On lMarch 31, 1947, there was a side collision between
two freizht tralns on the Pennsv‘vanwa Railroad at Albion,
Pa,, which resulted in the injury of four employees.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com~
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commigsion to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
Gisposition.
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Location of Accident and liethod of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Erie &
Ashtabula Division extending betuveen Thornton Ject, and
Lawrence Jct,, Pa., 81 miles, a single-track line in the
vicinity of the point of accident, over which trains are
operated by timetable, train orders and a manual-Dblock
system. At Albion, 7.2 riles east of Thornton Jct., a
siding 5,488 feet lon@ baraTIels tlie main track on the
south. The west swi*cn of thig-'siding is 130 feet west of
the station. The accident occurred at the fouling point
of the main track and the turncut of tie west siding-switch,
at a point 60 feet west of the clearance point and 140 feet
east of the svitch. The main track 1ls tangent throughout
a distance of 0.57 mile immediately west of the west siding-
switch and 1. 83 miles eastward., At the point of accident
the grade is 0,8 percent descending wcstward,

The manual block involved extends betieen Alblon and
Block~1imit ctation RK, 9.7 miles east of Albion. At Albion
the block limit is indicated by a sign located 350 fect east
of the west siding-gwitch. This sign consists of the letters
RA in white on a black signboard 7 inches ride and 24 inches
long, mounted vertically approximeately 7 fcet above the level
of the tons of the rails on a mast 10 feet nortih of the north
rall of the main track, The night indication conslsts of
a red and a yellow lens 5-3/8 inches in dlameter, mounted
horizontally on a mast € feet 5 inches above the level of
the tops of the rails. It is lighted continuously, and the
vyellow lens is next to the main track, Both thc sign and
the night indication are visible from either direction. An
approach block-limit sign governing west-bound .movements is
located 1.12 miles cast of the Plock-limit sign. The approach
block-1imit sizn conslists of the letters ABL in black lctters
and in colorless reflector buttons on a yellow signboard, It
1s 8 inches wide and 29 inches long, and is mounted vertically
approximately & feet 5 inchecs above the level of the tops of
The ralls and 10 feet north of the north rail of the main
track, The indications and namecs of these signals arc as
follows:

Infication Yame
Approach Procced prepared to Approach
slgn stop at next Block- hlock-

limit signal, Train  1imit.
excecding Medium

speed must at once

gduce %to that speed.

L
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Block-limit . Limit of the block. Block-limit,
sign i
Operating rules read in part as follotvs:

DEFINITIONS

* % 3

‘Bleck-Limit Signal-—-A fixed signal indicating
the 1limit of a block the usce, of which by trainsg
is prescribed by manuel block system rules.

LU
Fixed Signal--A signal of fixed location indicating
a condition .affecting the movement of a train or engine.

Lo

b

3%

Medium Speed--Not exceecding one-half the speed
authorized for passenger trains but not exceeding 30
miles per hour.

L
Block-Limit Station--A place at vhich a block~limit
signal 1s displayed.

e 5 3% ..

17. he headlight wil} be displayed to the front
of every, train by night * * * It must be dimmed:

3 % 4

(c) Approaching * * % meeting points * % ¥

L

§-g7, % % %

Extra trains ¥ * ¥ (i1l be governed by train orders
with respect to opposing extra trains.

204. % 3k %% ' .

% s
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Enginemen .auct show train orders to firemen and
when practicadle to forverd trainmen. Conductors must
show train orders when practicable to trainmen.

FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS
a-A

Fixing Meeting Pointe For Opposing Trains

(1) l'o 1 Eng 961 meet Mo 2 Zng 982 at B.

ES

ol
-~
st
»®
oo
e

Troing receiving these orders wil?! ran with
respect to earch other to the decisnated nolnts
anc. there mest in *“re manner prescribed by the
rules,

S€1p, Unless otherrice nrovided, trains nust
stop at block-Iimiv stations end tne conciuctor
ov engineman nmust communicate -rith the signalman
1n chargye as to the condition of the ncxt block. ™
The mazimumr authorized speed for firelght trains is 40
miles per hour,

Description of Accident

At Thornton Jct., 7.2 mileg wrest of Albicn, the crew
of Extra 9724 East, an east-bound freigrht bLQAn, racsived
°1ual—block avtliority vo proceed to Altion, and coples of

train order o. 6 reacing in nart as follous:

709 West at 1rest grliteh Albion.

Extra 9724 East, consisting of enﬁine 9724, 47 cars and o
capooge, Cenarted from Thornton Jot., the last ornen oflice,
at 3:49 a, m. and vhen 1t was enteriang tle siding at Albion
at the west gitch and movin. at an estimat-d cnzed of ©

miles ner hour the tventieth car vas struck by Ixtra 9709
West

D

-

At Lidosville, 16.2 miles cas. of al¥io., thc crew of
Extra 9709 West, a west-bouad {ret ti train, received manual-
block u¢u10ﬂ’*y to procced to Albion and conics ol train
order o. 8, Tkis train, consrstine of entiac 9779, 17 cars
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and a cabooge, Cevarted from Lincsville, the last open office,
at 3:45 a, m., passed the approach block-limit sign cast of
Albion, passcd the block-limlt sign at Albion, where 1t vas
requircd to walt until Extra 9724 East had been met and until
manual-block authority to proceed was reccived, and while
moving at an estimated speed of 10 miles per hour it struck
zire 9724 East at the fouling point of the main track anc
the vest siding-switch and 210 feet wrest of the block-limit
sign,

The recar truck of the twentieth car and the tiventy-first
to trcaty-third cars, inclusive, of Extra €724 East, and
the engine and the first and second cers and the front truck
of the third cer of Extra 9709 Vest vere derailed. The
derailed cquipment iras considerably damaged.

The engincer, the filreman and the flagman of Extra 9709
West, and the flagman of Extra 9724 East vere injurcd,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred about 4:30 a. m.

Discussion

The crews of both trains held copies of train order
0. A, which established albion as the mecting point
beticen Extra 9724 ZTast and zxtra 9709 West, and the order
inciuéed the instruction Tor Extra 9724 Zast to takc siding
at the mzeting point. Under the rulcs, Extra 9709 VUest vas
required to stop clcar of the bloci-limit si~n, located 350
fcet ecast of the west siding-switceh, until Extra 9724 Zast
had been met and manual-block authority to proceed vas
received. As Extra 9724 East was centering the siding at
the wvest swuiteh, Extra 9708 West passcd the hlock-1limit sisn
end struck the tventieth car of Extra 9724 East at the Toullng
roint of the turnout.

As Extra 9724 East was entering the siding the headlight
ras lishted brightly until the enginecr saw the reflection
of the headlight of Extra 9709 'est, then he placed the
headlignt suvitch in dim position. The Tirst that any ncaber
of the crerv of Ixtre 9724 Zost knew of anything being vrong
vas wnen the collision occurred.

_3 -

Ag Extra 9709 West was annroaching the east ciding-
sitltch at Albion the spced wvas about 25 miles per hour, aad
fhe headlight was lichted dimly. The canginemen verce main-
taiaing a lookout ancad. The front brakeman wos in the
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brakcman's booth on thc engine tcnder, and the conductor

and the flagmen were in the caboosc. Each member of the

crev, except the fireman, had reed trein order No. 6., These
employees, except the fireman, understood that under the

rules their train vas required to stop short of the 2lock-
limit sign at Albion and to wait at that point until Extra
9724 East had been met and manual-block autiority to proceed
was received. The engineer said he had read thie order to

fhe fireman, but the fireman said he did not hear the order
read to him. Until the eagine reached the immediate vicinity
o the block-limit sign the members of the crew thought the
speed of their train was Deing controlled so that 1t could

be stopped short of the sign. Then the fireman observed

that Zxtra 9724 East was not into clear on the siding, and

he called a warning %to the engineer. The engineer immecdiately
moved the brake valve to emergency position, but the collision
occurred before the train could be stopped. The engineer saild
the headlight of the opnosing train blinded him and he was
lost as to his location until the headlight vas dimmed, then
i1t vas too late to avert the accicdent. There vas no condition
of engine 9709 that distracted the attention of the enginemen
oY that engine or obscured their vision. The brakes of

Extra 9709 West had been tested and had functioned properly

en route,

Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by failure
nroperly to control gpeed of train in accordance with .
manual-bloclk authority and ap»roachinz a meeting point.

Dated at Yashington, D, C., this first
day of May, 1947.

By the Commisgsion, Commissioner Patterson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTZL,

Secretary.



