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Pacific Electric
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1 killed; 99 injured

Inferior traln occupying main track
on time of opposing superior train

That tne Pacific Electric Raillwey
Company 1nstall an adequate block
system on tne line on whicn this

accident occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATIQN NO. 2940

ER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTE
HE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

PACIFIC ELECTRIC RATLVAY COMPANY

November 26, 1945.

P——rgane

Accldent near Athens, Calif., on October 19, 1945, caused
by an infericr train occupying the main track on the
time of an opvosing suvperior train.

1
REPORT QF THE COMIISSION

PATTER3QN, Commissioner:

Or. October 19, 1548, there was a nead-end collision
between a freignt train and a passenger train on tne Paciflc
Electrlic Railway near Athens, Calif., wnhich resulted in the
deatn of 1 train-service employee, and tne injury of 9€ em-
ployees off duty, 1 train-service employee on duty and 2
train-service emplovees off duty. Tnis accident was investi-
gated in conjunction with representatives of the Rallroed
Commission of California.

lunder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the abeve-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Locatioh gf Agcldent and ¥ethod of Cperation

This aocldent ocpurrefl on that part of the Southern
District extending betweer Los Angeles and San Pedro, Calif.,
22.4% miles, 2 single-frack 1ire in the vicinity of the peint
of acciden?, equipped with an ovsrhead trolliey systen for the
electric vropulsion ef traine, ovar wnlch trains are operated
by timetable and train erdere. Thnere 1s no tlock system in
use. A% Athens, 10.83} miles sousth of Los Angeles, a silding
3,086 feet in length parellels thne maln track on the west. The
gsoutn switcn of this gifing ie 549 feet nortih of thne statlon.
Tne accldent occurred oa tme maln track 0.32 mile south of the
soutn siding-switch. The mais track 1s tangent throughout a
distance of cbout 1 mile south of Shis point and 0.21 mile
nortaward. The grade 18 1.419 psrcent ascending nortoward.

Operating rulee read in part as follows:

76. Tne following signals must be usged by
flagmen:

% 9k W
Night Slgnals--4 red iighs,

2 ¥alte 1iiht,
torpvedoed and fusees.

99. {a) When a train stons or 1s delayed under
circumstances in wnicn it may be overtaken by
anotser train, the conductor or flagman will go
back immedietely and quickly, with flagmoan's sig-
nals a sufficlsent distance to insure full protec-
tion., % ¥ ¥

L
fe) When necessary to protect the head end of
a traln, signal goplianc-e will be used in tne

sam¢ manner ag prescribed for the protection of
tne rear of train.

o B

405. Thne tirme applles clear of tne switch where
an inferior tirain enters the siding; % * %

407. ¥ % %

% W st

Extra trains are inferior tc regular trains.

s 4t %
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© 416, %W C e e

(b) = ®%'% freignt * % % trains must clesr
first class trains five minuteg. ¥ % % -

* % % 'l'
i .

(g) * ¥ * Trains failing to clear main track,
as provided in tnis rule, must be protected as per
Rule 99.

% % w

» Tne maximum authorized speed for all trains in the vicini-
ty of tne point of accident.is 30 miles per hour.

Description of Accident

Extra 1628 Nortn, a north-bound freignt train, consisting
of electric motor 1628, 15 cars and electric motor 1618, in the
order named, departed from Dolanco Jct., 5.89 miles soutn of
Atnhens, at 6 a. m. Eecause of moisture on the ralls and an
obstruction in the sand pipes of motor 1618, the train stalled
on tne ascending grade, and it stopped gbout 6:30 a. m. on tne
main track 0.32 mile soutn of the soutn siding-switcn at Athens.
About & minutes later this train was struck by No. 401.

No. 401, a south-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of electric-motor passenger-car 4601 and passenger
trailer-car 4624, in the order named. These cars were of all-
steel construction. Tnis train passed the soutn siding-switch
at Atnens at 6:32 a. m., 2 minutes late, and while moving at
an estimated speed of 20 miles per nour it collided witnh Extra
1628 North.

Tne front end of the motor of lNo. 401 was crushed inward
about 5 feet. Tne trailer-car of No. 401 and the front end
of the first motor-car of Extra 1628 were considerably damaged.

Tnere was a dense fog at tne time of tne accident, whicn
occurred about 6:33 a. m.

Tne motorman of No. 401 was killed, and the motorman of
Extra 1628 Nortn was injured.

During the 30-day period preceding the day of tne accident,
tne average dally movement in the vicinity of the point of
accildent was 16.9 trains.
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staticn to meet No. 4Cl, When Extra 16238 North stoprec, itz
rnotorman of tiae first motor told the corductor, wno wes in tae
rear compartment of the first mcter, and the front brakerman
wno was in the control compariment of the first motor, to fur-
nisn flag protection against No. 421. Soon afterward the brake-
man proceeded northward. He 8aid ne was abou®t £0 Teet nortn
of tne first motor of nie train and was preparing to lignt a
fusee wnsn Mo. 401 pessed nim. The conductor of Extra 1628
said tnat he was engaged in clerical work and did not reallze
nat nls trelrn was occupying the main track on the time of No.
401 until the notorman requested flag protection, The motor
of tne rear moter and the flagnan, v.o was on tne rear notor
were not awnre of anything besing wrong until after the sccident
occurred.

Trains are operated in this territory by timetable and
trair orders only. If an sdequate block system had pesn in
use, tnece oprosing traine wowld no® nave ceen permitted to

accupy tne same block simultangously

Ceuseg
It is feund thnat this gecilent wes ceaused Ly an inferior
train occupying the main track on the tine of an opposing

superisor train.

35)

ecommanéatio

o

It 1s recormmended tnat the Pacific Electric Rallwey Cempany
install an adequate block system on the line orn wnich tnis
accident cccurred.

Dated at asnington, . C., thie twenty-sixtn
day of Nevember, 1945

By tne Comnission, Commissioner Patterson.

( Y. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL) Scopot



