INTZRSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3137
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY
REPORT Il RE ACCIDENT
AT SUNNY, N. DAK., ON

OCTOBER 16, 1947
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Railroad: Northern Pacifi
Date: Cctober 16, 1947
Locatior: Sunny, M. Dak, '
Kind of accildent: Side collision
Equipment involved: En~ine with cars : Freight
Train number: t Extra 5011 East
Engine numbers: Diecel-clectric : 5011

117%
Consists: 10 cars : 42 cars, caboose
Estimated speeds: Starding v 12 m. », h.
Uperation: Timetable, train orders and

automatic block-signal system;
vard linits

Track: Single; tangent; 0,087 rpercent
descending grade eastward

Weather: Fogey

Time: 4:20 a, m.

Cagualties: 4 injured

Cause: Failure properly to control speec

of train moving within yard limits

o



INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSICH

INVESTICATICH NO. 3137

IN THE I'ATTEP OF IMAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPOATS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

NORTHERN PATIFIC RATILWAY COMFANY

November 28, 1947

accident atv Sunny, N, Dek., on October 16, 1947, caused
oy failure nroperliy to control the speed of a train
moving within yard limits,

1
REFCRT CF THE COMIISSICM

PATTEZRSON, Commicsioner:

On Octoter 1€, 1947, thers 1as a side collision
between a freight train and an englne with cars on the
Northern Pacific hailay at Sunny, N, Dak,, wnich
resulted in the injury of 4 employees.

1

Under authority of gection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commiseion to Commissioner Fatiterson for consideration and
Gisposition.
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Location of Accident and iMethod of Oneration

This accicent occurred on that part of the Yellowstone
Division exterding between Dickinson and Mandan, N, Dak,,
109,6 miles, e single-track line, over wkich trains are
operatad by timetable, train orders and an automatic block-
signal system. Within yerd limits at Sunny, 106.6 miles
east of Dickincon, there is a spur track 3,684 feet in length
on the south side of the main track, The switch 1s trailing-
point for east-~bound movements, and is 1.10 miles east of
the west yard-1limit sign, 432 feet east of the station, and
4.56 miles vrect of the east yard-limit sign. The acgcident
occurred at the fouling point of the maln track and the
turnout of the spur-track sritch, at a point 160 feet vest
of the switch points and 66 feet east of the clearance point.
The main track is tangent throuzhout a distance of 1.44 miles
lmmediately west of the point of accident and 1.54 miles
eastward., The grade is 0.087 percent descending eastward.

Automatic signal 3.8, poverning east-bound movements,
is 0.91 mile west of the snur-track switch. This signal
1s of the one-arm, three-~indicatilon, uprer-cquedrant, semaphore
type, and igs apprecach lighted., Ule involved night aspect
and corresponding indication and name of this signal are
as follows: ) .

Asnect Indication ‘ Name
Green Proceed. Clear signal.

The track circuit of the fouling section of the spur
track extends 226 feet west of the switch.

This cerrier's operating rules read in part as follows:

BFINTTICONS,

A
R
A
e

ot
g

Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepared to stop short
of train, obstruction, or anything that may require
the speed of a train to be reduced.

* % %
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Vithin yard limits the main track may be used
without protecting egainst second and inferior
clase,; extra treins and engines.

Within yard 1limits second and iaferior class,
extra treins and engines must move at PeSleCted
speed.

Note.,--Apprecach or proceed automatic block signal
indications do not supersede the provisions of Rule
93.

Degscription of Accident

Engine 117, a Piesel-electric yard engine, headed east
anc Dulllng 10 carﬂ eastwezrd on the spur track, stopped
about 4118 a. m., with the engine and the first car fouling
the main track on the turnout of the spur-track switch. About
2 minutes later the first car vas struck by Extra 5C1l1 East.

Extra 5011 East, an east-bound freight train, consist-
ing of engine 5011, 42 cars and a caboose, departed from
Hew Salem, the last open office, 25 miles west of Sunny,
at 3 a. m., passed the west yard-iimit sign at Sunny,
passed signal 3,8, wvhich displayed pPOCUed, and while moving
at an estimated speed of 12 miles per hour 1t collided with
the most easterly car of the cut of cars being pulled by
engine 117.

Engine 117 and the first car of the cut, and the engine
and the first 12 cars of Extra 3011 East were derailed and
damaged.,

The en7ineer of engine 117, and the engineer, the
fireman, and the front braﬁeman of Exftra 5011 Fast were
1nJured

It was foggy at the time of the accident, which occurred
about 4:20 a, m.

Discussion

About 4:18 a, m., engine 117, headed castwrrd and
pulling a cut of 10 cars eastward on the spur track at Sunny,
stoppcd on the turnout of the spur-track switch, with the
engine and the Tirst car fouling the main track, About 2
minutes later the first car was struck by Extre 5011 Last,
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Imnediately before the accident occurred the engine
foreman and the switchmen of engine 117 were in the
vicinity of the west end of the cut of cars being puvlled
by the engine. The fireman was operating the engine, and
tlie engineer was on the left side of the cab. The firenan
said that it was not his intention to operate the engine
on the main track east of the spur-track switch during the
moveren’s involved., Just before engine 117 entered the
turnout of the spur—track suitch the foreman and the switch-
man sa'r the reflection of the headlight of Extra 5011 Last,
ané they gave signals Tor their engine to stopr. Trese signals
were not seen by the fireman of engine 117 until the engine
had fouled the main track, then he moved the brake valve to
aprlication position. An attempt was being made to move
the engine and cars into clecar when the collision occurred.

Ag Extra 5011 East was approaching Sunny the speed was
ahout 25 miles ver hour. The headlignt was lignhted brightly,
and the enginemen were meintaining a lookout ahead, The
front brakemen was in tlie brakeman's booth on the tender.
The concductor, the swing brakeman and the flagman were in
the caboose. There.vaz no cordition of the engine that
obscured the vision of the erginemen or distracted thelr
attention. The enginzer said that when thc engine vas
in the immediate vicinity of the west yard-limit sign he
made a 10-nound brake-pipe reducticn 2ad when the specd
had becen reduced to abeut 1 mil:cs vper tour he moved the
brake valve to releasec position. Automatic signal 3.8,
the last automatic sicnal wiich this train passed, displaycd
procced. The engincer thought a speecd of about 15 miles per
nour wes maintained until the engine vras a short distance
west of the spur-track switch. Then he saw the engine and
car fouling the main track and he moved the brake valve 0
cmergency position, but the collieion occurred beforec the
train could be stooned.

Yhe accident occurred within yard limits, and, under
the rules, Extra 5011l Ezst was recquired to be omerated in
such manner that it covld be stopped chort of a train or
en oopstruction.

2

Ceang

c

L

It is found that this accident wes caused by failure
prronerly to control the snecd of a %rain moving within
vard limits,

/
<

this twenty-eightn

2

Dated at WVashington, D, C.
dey of November, 1947,

By the Commission, Commissicner Patterson.

(0 ontl) . P. BARTEL,
Sccretary.



