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SUMMARY

Nortnern Paciflc

Sentember 20, 1844

Little Rock, Wash.

Head-end collision

Freignt ¢ Frelgnt

Extrs 1903 West + Extra 1802 East

1903 : 1802
60 cars, cahoose : 2 cars, caboose
30 m. p. 4. t 30 m. p. n.

Timetable and train orders

Single; 2°10' curve; 1 percent
descending grade eastward

Clear
2:25 p. m.
2 killed; 7 injured

Overlapping of sutnority of two
ooposeing extre trains

Tnat the Nortnern Pacific Railway
Comneny establisn an adeaguate
block system on tne line on wnilcn
this accident occurred
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Accident near Little Rock, Wasa., on September 20, 1944,

caused by overlavping of autnority of two ovvosing
extra trains.

1
REPORT OF THY COMMISSIOXN

PATTERSOY, Cnalrmen:

On Sevtermber 20, 1944, there wes a nead-end collision
between two freight trains on the Yorthern Pacific Raillway
near Little Rock, "ash., whicn resulted in the destn of two
enployees, and thne injury of seven emnlovees. Tnis accident
wag investigated in conjunction witn a renresentative of tne
Department of Labor and Industry of thne State of Wasanington.

linder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act tane above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne

Cammission tc Cnalirman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Ovnerestion

This accident occurred on tnat vart of the Sixteentn Sub-
divisior extending eastward, according to time-table directions,
from Gate to Saint Clair, Wash., 28.6 miles. 1In tne vicinity
of tne point of acclident tnis was a single-track line over wnich
trains were operated by timetable and trairn orders. There wes
no block system in use. Tne accident occurred 9.08 miles east
of Gate, at a point 1.76 miles east of the station at Little
Rock. From tne west there was a tangent 2,633 feet long, wnicn
vas followed by a 2910!' curve to the rignt 1,027 feet to the
point of accident and 38 feet eastward. From tne east tnere
was a tangent 1,489 reet long, wnich was followed by the curve
on wiilcn tne accident occurred. At this point the grede was 1
vercent descending eastward.

Operating rules read in part as follows:
S—_87. % i %

Extrs trains % % % w111l be governed by train
orders witn respect to opoosing extra trains.

FORMS OF TRAIN QRDERS.

X
%
%

S-A
Fixing Meeting Points for Opposing Trains.

(1.) No 1 meet No 2 at B.

Trains receiving trese orders will run with
respect to eacn otner to tne designated points
and tnere meet in tne manner prescribed by tne
rules.

Trie maximum autnorized speed for freignt treins was 35
miles per nour.

Descrintliorn of Accident

At Olympia, 11.9 miles east of Llittle Rock and the last
open office, the crew of Extra 1903 "Test, a west-bound freignt
train, received copies c¢f train order o. 29 reading in part
as follows:

Eng. 1903 run extra Olympia to
lakeslee Jct. ¥ % %

SO eS|
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Blskeslee Ject., a station on tne Eignteentn Sub-divisicn, was
11.4 miles west of Gate. Tne order was made complete at 1:07

p. m. Extre 1903 West, consisting of engine 1903, 60 cars and

a caboose, devarted from Olympla at 2 p. m., and wnile moving

ot an estimated speed of 30 miles per nour it collided with

Extre 1802 East. ‘

At Gate, the last open office, tne crew of Extra 1802 East,
an east-bound freignt train, recelved conies of train order No.
32 reading es follows:

Eng. 1802 run extra Gate to Saint Clair.

Thie order was made complete at 1:51 p. m. Extra 1802 East de-
varted from Gate 2t 1:55 p. m. At Little Rock a car was picked
up, end this train, consisting of engine 1802, 2 cars and a
caboose, departed about 2:20 p. m. Wnile it was moving at an
estimated speed of 30 miles per nour it collided witn Extra
1903 West.

From an engine moving in eitner direction in tne vicinity
of tne point of accldent, the view of a train approacning from
tne opposite direction was restricted to a distance of apout
400 feet, because of vegetation on tne inside of tne curve.

Tne front end of eacn engine was considerably damaged. Tne
first 5 cars of Extra 1503 were derailed and demolisned. Tne
cars and the caboose of Extra 180° were somewnet deamaged.

It was clear at tne time of the accident, wnich occurred
about 2:25 p. nm.

The fireman and tne front brakemen of Extra 1903 were
killed. The engineer and the swing braxemen of Extra 1903, and
tne engineer, tne fireman, the conductor, the front brakeman
and tre swing brakeman of Extre 1802 were injured.

During tne 30-day period preceding the day of the accident,
tne average dally movement in tne vicinity of tane point of
accident wes 4.6 trains.

Discussion

Tne rules governing overation on tnis line provide that
extra trains will be governed by train orders witn respect to
opvosing extra trains. '.

Tne investigetion disclosed that ftrain order No. 29, wnhich
autnorized tne movement of Extra 1903 West from Olympia to
Blakeslee Jet., was issued at 1:07 p. m,, and that train order
No. &2, vnlcn autnorized the movement of Extra 1802 East from
Gate to Saint Clair, was issued at 1:51 p. m. Extra 1802 East
departed from Gate, the last open office west of the point of
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accident, at 1:55 v. m., and Extra 1903 Yest departed from
Olympia, the last open office east of thne Hoint of accident, at
2 p. m. No nrovision was made to establisn a meeting point or
otnerwise to vrotect thne movement of tnese two oovnosing extra
trains, and tne crew of each train nad no knowlsdge of tno
existence of tne otner train. This resulted in an overleopning
of autinority of the trains involved. Thne colllision occurred on
the main track 1.75 miles east of Little Rock. PRecause of vege-
tation on tne inside of the curve in this vicinity, tne membecrs
of tne crew on tnes engins of eacn train were unable to see the
otner traln more tnan a few nundred feet. Action to stop tneir
rzspective trains was teken by the engineers, but the distance
was not sufficient to avert tne collision.

Tne train dispatcnsr understood tnat the movement of two
oppoeing extra trains must be nrotected by train order. hkow-
ever, waen nz issued order No. 32 at 1:51 p. m. to autnorize
the movement of Extre 1802 East ne overlooked tne fact that ne
nad issued order No. 29 at 1:07 p. m. to authorize tne movement
of Extra 1903 West. He could give no explanation for tanis over-
gignt. On tne day of thz accident nis work was of normal volume.
His territory consisted of 11 sub-divisions, of wnicn moet were
brancnes. Tne aggrogete lengtn of tanese sup-Givisions wes ap-
proximstely 465 miles. At the time of the accident tnere were
29 autnorized train movements on tnis disvatening district.

Tne book of overating rules of this carri~r contains manuel-
block rules wnlecn orovide for blocking of onovcsing movemants,
but these rulcs were not in effect in the territory involved.
Tf 2n adecquate block system nad been in use in this territory,
tnese opposing trains would not nave been permitted to occuny
the same block eimultencously, end tnils accident would not nave
occurred.

Cause

It is found thet tnie accident was caused by overlapping
of autnority of two opvosling extra treins.

Recommendation

It is reccommended that tne Nortnern Pacific Railway Commany
establisn an adequate block system on tne line on wnicn this
accident occurred.

Deted at Wasnington, D. C., this sixth
day of November, 1944.

By the Commission, Cheirman Patterson.

1. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.



