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DECEMBER 31, 1946




h— e T,

Location:
¥ind of accident:

Trains involved:

Train numbers:
En-lne numbers:
Consists:
Zstinated speeds:

Cneration:
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Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Northern Pacific

December 31 1945
Ashland Jct., Wis,
Bide collision

D.5.8.& A, freight

632

1050

28 cars, caboose
S m. p. h,

Timetahle and
train orders

Single; tangent;
level

Clear; 30° below
zer

7:30 a, m.

1 killed; 3 injured

0

U
)
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Inv-

: Chicago, Saint

Paul, Minne-
apolls and
Omaha

361-240
35 care, caboose

5 m. p. h,
Timetable and
train ordcrs

Single: 6° curve;
0.51 percent
descencing crade
vestuard

Failure nroperly tao control speed of‘.
C.8t.F.I%,& C., train approaching
reilroad crossing at grade




INTERSTATE COMi'ERCE COMMISSION

INVZSTIGATION NO. 2056

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVISTIGATICI REPORTS
UNDER TEZ ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF I’AY 6, 1910,
NORTHZRI PACIrTC RAILWAY COIPANY
ATD .
CEICAGO, SAINT PAUL, [[INNEAPOLIS AND OMAHA
" RATLWAY CCIPANY

February 11, 1947,

Accident at Ashland Ject., Yis,, on Dececaher 31, 1946,
caused by Tailure vnroperly to control the speed
of the Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha
train approaching a railroad crossing at grade.

1
REPORT COF THE COMMISSION

PATTERBON, Commissioner:

On December 31, 1943, there was a side collision
between a Duluth, South Siore & Atlantic Railway frelght
traln, which was being oneratced on the line of the llorthern
Pacific Railway, and a Chicago, Salat Paul, “inneapolis
anc Omaha Railway freight train, at Ashland Jct., Wis,
Thisg-accident resulted in the death of one employee, and
the injury of three employees.

B

. L

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
Gisposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Oneration

The accident occurred at the intersection of a line
of the Northern Pacific Railway and a lize of the Chicazo,
Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railwvay at Ashland ucu.,
Wis. The crossing is located on that part of the Lake
Superior Division of the N.P, extending between East End
and Ashland, Wis,, 63.2 miles, and on that part of the
Eastern Division of the C.8t.P.1.& 0. extending between
Trego and Ashland, Wis., 77.2 miles. According to the
fimetables, Ashland Jct is 58.6 miles east of East End and
73.1 miles west of Trego. In the vicinlty of Ashland Jct.
poth are single-track lineg, over vhich trains are operatsd
by timetable and train orders. There is no block system in
use on either line. Trains of the Duluth, South Shore &
Atlantic Railuvay are regularly operated over the N.P. line.

At the crossing the main track of the F.P. intersects the

nain track of the C.S5t.P.M.& O. at an angle of 27°37'. Tle
N.P. main track extends northwest and southeast, and the
C.St.P.1t.& O. main track extends southwest and nO”bﬂeaSu.
Timetable directions are hereinafter used in this renort.

The N.P. main tracx is tangent throusghout a distance of

2,514 feet immecCiately west of the crossing and 1,649 feet
eastward., The grade is practically level. From the east on
the C.5t.P.lf,& O. there are, in suncession, a tan~ent 3,100
fest in length, a 3° curve to the left 971 feet and a 8°

curve to the richt 648 fect to ths crossing and 112 feet wesgt-
ward, The grade for mest-keouan? trains varies between 0.51
percent and 0,9E percent descending throughout a distance of
about 1 mile immeciately east of the croseing, vhere it is
0.51 percent dascending. )

Stop signs govglnlng movement of east-bound trains on
the N.P. and west-bound trains on the C.St.P.M.& O. are,
respectively, 523 feet west and 107 Teet ecet of the crossing.

Operating rules of the N.P, read in part os follows®
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Fixed S8ignal.--A signal of fixed location indicating
a condition affecting the movement of a train or engine.

. Note,—-The qofinltlon of a "Fixed Slglalﬁ covers

such signals as * * % gtop signs ¥ * #
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fo¥# % pailroad crossings

98. Trains must approasgh °*
g unless * ¥ * track

at grade, ¥ ¥ prevared to stop

ig clear. % %
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Coerating rules of the C.St,P.Mi& O, read¢ in part
as follows:
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Fixed Signal.--A signal of fixed location indicating
a concdivion affecting the movement of a train.
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NOTE % * * The definltion of a "Fixed Signall
covers such sipnals as * ¥ % giop boards ¥ * %

98. Trains must approach * * * railroad crossin=s

ok o

at grade, * ¥ % prepared to stop, unless * * % track
is clear. * ¥ %

Description of Accident

No. 632, an cast-bound second-class D.S5.5,& A. freight
train, consisting of engine 1000, 25 cars and a caboose,
departed from East End at 3 a. m,, 2 hours 45 minutes late,
stopped with the front of the engine about 80 feet west of
the stop sign located 523 fect wvest of the crossing at
Ashland Jct., then procecded, and viille moviang over the
crossing at an estimated speed of 5 miles per hour the right
side of the engine was struck by C.St.P.}M.& O, No. 75,

No, 75, a west-bound second-clags C.St.P.l.& O, freight
train, con31vt1ng of engines 361 and 240, 329 cars and a
cadoose, departed from Huyward, 53.8 miles enst of Ashland
Jet., at 5 a., m., 1 hour 30 minutes late, passed the ston
sign located 107 fcet east of the crossing at Ashland Jct.,
and while moving at an ecstimeted speed of 5 miles per hovr 1%
suruck D.S.S8.& A, No. 632,

The engines of both trains were derailed. The cabs of
the engine of No. 632 and the sccond engine of Vo, 78 vere
denolished, and these engines werec otherivise bhadly damaged.
The front end of the first engine of No. 75 vas coneiderably
damaged, The Tirst two cars of No. 632 and the firet three
cars of No, 75 were derailed and damazed.
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The cngincer of the sccoad cnaine of Ne, 75 was killed.
The engineer, the fireman and the front brakcman of No. 832
were injured, )

The weather was clcar, the temperature was 30° below
zero and it was daylight at thoe time of the accident, winilch
occurred about 7:30 a. n,

The feed valve of the first ed zine of No. 75 was adjusted
to supply brake-pipc prossure of 70 ‘pounds., Approximatcly
71 percent of the cars of No. 75 "rerce cquipped vith A3-type
bralkes,

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the
accident, tno average caily movement over the crossing involved
was 5.56 trains on the M.P., and 3,96 trains on the C. 8¢.P.1.& O,

Discugslon

The investigation digelesed that No. 632 stopned at the
stop sign poverning east-bound movements on the N.P., then
p“oceedcd ancd wvas moving at 2 gpacd of about £ miles per hour
vhen the enpine entered wpoa the crossing and a3 struck by
fo. 75,

The engincer of Yo, 332 firet saw Mo, 75 avnroaching
vhen nis engine wecs about 300 fert wcst of the crossing, but
2t that time he tuought the specd of Wo, 75 was being con-~
trolled so that it could be sctonped short of the stop sicn
governing west-bound novements on the C.St.P.M.& O, When
the en 1sine of Yo, 632 1 s “about 100 foet west of the crossing
The ensineer realized that the speed of No. 75 rrags not being
p“operlf controlled, and he inmeciately moved the brake valve
To cmergency posiftion in an unsuccceggiul attempt to ston liis
train short of the crossing.

‘!\

A 75 was aprroacning Asnhland Jet. the specd was

8 No.

about 3& miles per hour. The enginemcn of the first cnglne
were nalntaining a lookout ahead., The mcmbers of the traln
crew were in tho cabonge. The brakes of thig train, tihich
rere in the charge of the casincer of the firet \ngln had
been tecsted and =~d furctioncd nroperly en routo. he' cngineer
of the first engine =aid tiat when his ensince woae about 1 mile
cast of The crossing hc made 2 PO—pou“d brakc-pine r.vduction,
and a reduction of about 10 pounds at a point abdbout 2,000 fpet
egtward., The brake apnplication wag ot Leloasod Hﬁ thought
he had his train under proper control and that the engine
rrould stop siert of the stop sign, but vien kis cngine was
about 800 feet ce ct ol the crossing he realized that the spced
was not being controlled nronerly., Then he moved the brake
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valve To ecmergency position, in an unsuccessful attemnt to
stop short of the crossing. At that time the fireman warned
him that a train 1as approaching on the N.P. The engineer

of “he seccond cngine wes killed. Afemsbms-scoiderb—the=c 1as

qucggéitagﬁi?Sﬁﬁajﬁﬁﬁ%~W9u vert-the proper apolivation

. 4/& C A 41(»7’&_—

Under the rules, No, 75 was required to stop before it
passcd the stop sign, then the spced vas rcouired to be 50
controlled that the train could be stopnzd short of the
crossing unlecss the way was secnh to be ciear. Because of
vegetation adjecent to the tracks of botih railroads in the
immedliate vicinlty of the crossing and an overicad hlglinay
bridge which extends over the tracks of both lincg at the
crossing, the view of a train rmoving in the vicinity of the
crossing from an engince approaching on elther line is
materially restricted.

Cause

It is found thot this eccident vas catvsed by Tailure
propcrly to coatrol the speed of the Cahlcaso, St. Paul,
Yinncapolis and Omaha train anprooching a railroad crossing
at grade,

ated at Waghineston, D. C.,, this cleventh
day of rebruary, 1947.

. By the Commigsion, Commissioncr Patterson.

(SEAL) W, P. BARTEZL,

Seccrctary.
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