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SUMMARY
Pallroed: Mew York, Ontario ancd Vestern
Date: July 129, 1945
Location: Welton, N. Y.
Kind of accident: Yead-end collision
Traine involved: Freigat : Freignt
Traian numbers: Extra 310 Scuth : Extre 324 Nortn
Engine numbers: 310-208 T 524-312-308
Consgiet: 38 cere, ceboose @ 30 cars, cebooce
Soeed: Standing : 5 m. p. n.
Operation: Timetable and trair orders.

Accident occurred wilthin
yard limite

Track: Sincle; tengent; 0.54 percent
ascending ¢rede nortaward

Weatner: Clear

Time: About 8:53 a. m.
Casualties: 1 killed

Cause: Failure oroperly to control

speed of Extre 324 moving
witaln yard limits
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TNTERSTATE COIMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2712

IN THZ UATTER OF MAKING ACCIDEUT INVESTIGATION REFPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1210.

THE TIEY YORK, OWTARIN AND WESTERN RATLWAY COMFANY

August 21, 1943.

Acecident &t Welton, N. Y., on July 19, 1943, ceuced Dby
fellure pr&perly to control gpeed of Extre 324 moving

witnin yard limlte.

1
REPORT OF THL CCITIISSION

PATTER3ZOMN, Cormuigsioner:

On July 19, 1943, trnere wae 2 nead-end collislon be-
tween two freignt traine on tne New Yorik, Ontario and
Vestern Reilwsy ot Walton, . Y., wnich resuvlted in the
deatn of one emoloyee. Tnie acclident was invecstigated in
conjunctlion witn a representative of tne ilew York Public
Service Commiscion.

lUncder sutnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entltled nroceeding was referred by e
Commiscior to Commigcioner Patterson for consideration ond
digposgition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tniles accident occurred on that part of the Soutnern
Jigtrict extending between Sidney snd Cornwall, N. Y.,
148.27 miles. In tne vicinity of tne point of accident tnis
vas a single-track line, wltnin yard limits, over wnlcno
tralns were overated by timetable and train orders. Tnere
was no plock system in use. Tne accident occurred on tne
maln track at a roint 1,734 feet soutn of the station at
Walton end 1,538 fest north of the south yard-limit sign.
ks tne vicinity was anproached from the soutn there were,
succession, a tangent 633 feet 1n lengtn, & compound curve
tg tne rignt 1,105 feet, the maxlmum curvature of wnlcn wae
37, and a tangent 326 feet to the nolnt of accicent and 100
Teet beyond. Thnrougnout a distance of about 3,100 feet imre-
Clately souti of tne point of accident, the grade for nortn-
tound treins variecd between 0.41 percent and 0.85 pernent
ascending, snd at the point of accldent the grade vas 0.04

percent.

in

Onerating rules read in part 28 follows:

Yoard Speed.-~4 cgpeed thet will permit ston-
ping witnin one-nalf the raenge or vision.

. Within yard linmite the maln track may be
gef without protecting agsinst second class,
Trea trains and englnes.

Second class, extre treins and engines must
move within yard limits st yard ecoeed unlecs tae
msin track is knowvn to be clear.

t

GZa. The locatlon of yerd limits will be desig-
nated in tne time-table.

Time-table special instructions provide as follows:

9 Yard limits are designated by signs at tne

e
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— Descrintion of Accldent

Extra 310 Soutn, e soutn-bound freignt ftrain, consicsted
of engine 510, 3% cars, englne 208 end a caboosz, in the
order nemed. Tnis train stopped on the main track at "alton '
about 8:50 a. m. wilth engine 310 standing 1,538 feet north
of tne soutn yard-limit elgn. About 3 minuftes later ensine
310 ves struck by Extra 324 North. Tne crew of Extra 310
Soutn neld coples of s trein order wnicn autnorized tals
Traln to proceed after Extra 324 Nortia n=d arrived at "Walton.

Extre 324 lortn, o nortin-bound freiznt train, consisted
of engines 324 and 312, 30 csre, engine 308 snd o caboose,
In tae order nemed. Tnie train passed tne southr yard-1limit
sign at Welton, and wnile moving at a spesd of about 5 miles
per nour it struck Extre 310 Soutn.

Engine 310 was not dersiled but was sligntly damaged.
Tne pilot beam of engine 324 wvae broken off, tne engine-truck
wiaeels were forced under tne engine frame but were not de-
relled, and tne engine wss otuerwvise damaged. Tne rear truck
of tne tender was torn looce and derailed to the east, and
tne reer end of the tender stovped on the pilot team of entgine
312. The encine truck of engine 312 was derailed to the west,
tne No. 1 driving wneels were derailcd to the eest and the
flange of the rignt wneel of the No. 2 driving wieels stonped
ori too of tne east rall. Tnls engine was considerably damaged.
The front truck of tne tender was torn loose and derailed %o
ftane west, 2nd the front end of the tender was agaelnst tne cn-

gine cab.

From tne right side of a nortn-bound engine tne view of
the noint wihere the accident occurred was rectricted to 799
feet, pbecosuse of vegetation and track curvature.

It wesg clear at tane time of the eccident, wvinlch occurred

Tne fireman of the second engire of Extre 324 was killed.

Discussion

Tre rules of tals carrier governing operstion within yerad
linits provide that all treins except first-clece trains must .
te oversted prepared to ston witnin one-nalf the range of
vision,.

About 3 minuteg after Zxtra 310 Soutn stopped on tne
nain track 1,538 feet nortn of the soutn yard-1imit sign at
Walton 1t was struck by Extra 324 North.
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As Zxctra 324 Nortn wes aonroacning tne soutn yard-1linait

sign, tne gpeed was about 20 milesg per hour. The enginemen
of eazineg 324 and 212, and tne front bralteman, wno was oh
tne firet engine, wzre mointelning a lookout aneed. Tne
engineer of tae first engine nad cnarge of tae train air-
brake gyetem. Tne air brakes nad been tested and nad func-
tioned properly. Thnere was no condition of eltner engine
wnich obscured tne vision or cdistracted trne attention of

tne emnloyees wno were on tne engines. When the first encine

reacnned tuoe vicinity of tne soutn yerd-linmlt sign, tne en-
gineer nade a 1l0-pound brake-pipe reduction, and the speed
was reduced to about 10 miles per nour. From tnis point
nortnvarc the view of tne track aneed wag materlally re-
stricted because of track curvature end vegetaticn ad jacent
to tne track. The engineer of tne flre* engine saw Extra
310 ebout 800 feect distant. He immediately moved tne brake
valve to emergency position end tne speed was reduced to
aboulb 3 miles per nour waen tne collislon occurred.

Causge
It ie found thet tnie accident was ceused by feilure
properly to control thne epecd of Extre 324 moviang witnin
vard limits.

Dated at Wasaington, D. C., tiie twenty-first
dey of August, 19438.

tg

vy the Commiesion, Commlesioner Patterscn.

W. P. RARTEL,

Sccretary.
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