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Rajilroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Treins involved:
Train number:

Engine numbers:

Consist:

Estimated speed:

Operation:

Track:
Weatner:
Time:
Casualtlies:

Cause
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5

MARY

New York, Ontario and Western
September 17, 1945
Norwich, N. Y.
Side collision
Freignt ¢ Yard engine
Extra 803 Vorth

Diesel-electric + &0

units 803-303B=-

804B-804

81 cars, caboose ! 12 cars, 2
cabooses

12 m, p. h. : Standing

Timetable, train orders and
automatic block-signal system;
yard linits

Single; 3° curve; level

Raining

10:35 p. n.

2 killed

Failure properly to control speed
of train moving within yard limits
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMIISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2932

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

NEW YORK, ONTARIO AND WESTERN RATLWAY COMFANY

October 24, 1945.

Accident at Norwich, N. Y., on September 17, 1945, caused
by failure properly to control the speed of a train
moving within yard limits.

1
REPORT OF THE COMIIISSION

PATTERSON, Commissiorer:

On September 17, 1945, there was a side collision be-
tween a freight train and a yard engine with cars on tne
New York, Ontario and Western Rallway at Norwichn, V. Y.,
wnicn resulted in tne death of two employees. Tnis accident
was investigated in conjunction witic a representative of tne
New York Public Service Commission.

lynder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commissicn to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Metacd of Overation

Tnis accident occurred on the Mértnern District, wnich
extends between Sidney and Oswego, M. Y., 124.72 miles, a
single-track line in the vicinity of the point of accident, over
wnich treins are operated by timetable, train orders and an auto-
natic block-signal system. Within yard limits at Norwicn, 24.83
miles ncrth of Sidney, the main track tnrougnout a distance of
5,997 feet immediately nortn of switcn 1, located C©.56 mile
soutn of the station and ©.37 mile nortn of the soutn yard-linit
sign, 1s designated as track A. Entry to the south end of a
lzad track about 800 feet long, wiich connects tne main track
and tne south ends of the tracks of a freignt classification
7ard, located to the east of track A, is made through switca 1.
The CLB&PBHCG point at the soutn end of the lead track is 201

feet nortn of switch 1, and is designated by a sign located 13.5
Teet eact of the east rail of the lead track. The accident oc-
curred at tne fouling point of track A and the turnout of switch
1, at a point 106 feet soutn of the clearance point and 98 Teect
nortn of the switcn. From the soutn on tne main track, ©
is a tangent 2,755 feet in lengta, vilch is followed by 8
curve to the left 20C fe T iter 1, end beyond this s
on track A *there is a 3° curve to tie le £ 95 feeu to tn:
of accident and 408 fee% e

level.

Automatic signals 223.5 ana 224.7, governing nortn-bound
rovements on tne mein track and track A, are, respectively, 1.1
miles and 115 feet scutn of switen 1. Signal 223.5 is of the
tnree-indication, color-lignht type, and signal 224.7 is of tne

M

1als are continucusly

gn
two-indication, color—light type. Tnese sig
poncing indications and

liznted. The involved aspects and corres
narmes of these signals are as follows:

Qn
S

Signal Aspect Indicstion Namz
223.5 Green Proceed. Clear signal.
224.7 Yellow Prcceed witn Caution signsal.

3,

caution % % 9%

R N el

Red Stop. Stop signel.

Tre track circuit of *he fouling secticon of tne turnout of switch
1 extends 178 feet nortn of the switch. The normal position of
switen 1 is for novement on the main track and trasck A. Tne
controlling circuits of the automatic signals are so arranged
tnat wnen the block immediately nortn of sigrel 224.7 and the
feuling section of tne turnout of switch 1 are unoccupied and
gwiten 1 is in normal position, signal 223.5 will display pro-
ceed and signal 224.7 will dlsnlay proceed-ritn-caution. Waen
eitaer the block Immediately nortn of signal 224.7 or the fouling
Section of tne turncut of switen 1 is occupied, or switch 1 is
lined for crtry to tne lead track, signel 223.5 will display
proceed-witn-cauticn and signal 224.7 vill display stop. The
switcn-stand of switcii 1 is on the east side of the mein track,
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and 1c of the nend-tnrow intermediate stand type. It is pro-
vided with two targets and a switch lampn. The centers of the
targets are 3 feet 6-1/2 inches above tne tops of the ties, and
tne centers of the lenses of the switcn lamp sre 2 feet 5-1/2
incnes above thne targets. Wnen the switch is 1ined normally a
green anc wnite circular target at right angles to the track
and a green light are displaved. ¥hen the switcn is lined for
entry to the lead track a red arrow-snaped target at right
angles to the ftrack and a red light are displayed.

Coerating rules read in part as follows:

\
w
b
-,
b

Yard Speed.,--A speed that ill permit stop-
ping witnin one-nalf the range of vision.

Q3. ¥ % %
Second class, extra treins end enginea must

move witnin vﬂrd H'ﬂ*‘fs at yard speed unless the
main track is known to ve clear.

Deceription cf Accident

Yard engine 50, rneaded nortnward but moving southnward, was
oulling a cut of 12 cars end 2 cabooses, in tiie order named.
Tnis movement stopped on ths lead track about 1C:35 p. m., with
tne engine on tne turnout of switecn 1, at a point 10€ feet
soutn of the clearance »noint and 9% feet north of the switcn.
Immediately afterward it vas struck by Zxtra 803 North.

Extra 803 KNortr, a nortn-bound freight train, consisting
of Diesel-electric units €03, 8032, 6042 and 8 4, 81 cars and
a caboose, in tne order nemed, denarted from 1ane r, tne last
opcn office, ot 9:27 p. m., passed signal 22u.u, V“i ca displayed
proceed, pasqoa tne south yaréd-limit sign at Morwicn, vassed
signal 524. 7, vaich displayed stop, entered track A at switcn
, and wnile moving at an estimated spzed of 12 miles per nour
it struck yard engine &0.

(==

Tne force of tne impact overturned engine &0 to tne rignt.
Tne rear of the tender and tne rignt side of the engine cab
were crusned inward. The first and second units and tne front
truck of tne third unit of tne engins of Extra 803 were de-
railed. The front end of the first unit was considerably
daraged ’

aining at the time of the accident, wnichn occurred
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Tne accident occurred within verd 1limits, and, under tne
rules, Ixtra 8C3 was required to be operated in this tarritory
in suca manncr that it could ve stovpped within a distance of
one-nalf tne range of vision.

Cause
T 1s found %nat tnis accident was caused by failure
properly to corntrol the spsed of a train moving within yard

liaits.

Dated at Washnington, D. C., this twventy-fourthn
dey of Cctober, 1943.

By the Ccmmicsion, Commiscioncr Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
Secretary.



