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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

T : ; T H * M A T T E R or M A X I M ? A C ^ I P E H T I S V E S T I O A T T O N HEPOHTO 

IttDSR THE ACCID2KT REPORTS ACT Of KAY 6, 1S10. 

"•wr Mirv vrunr M V W tuvr t i MAT* ufcOitwm S A T * RnA** irtUJrA*! 

a c c i d e n t a t S r iSc tepor t , Corou, on J u l y 14, l??5t o&ueeti. 
by e y ? e s n l 7 e crneed on s o i » r v e . 

HSPOftT OF THE COMMISSION1 

On J u l y 14 f t h e r e a d e r a i l m e n t o f a 
p & ? e » n f e r t r a i n oi> t h e Few Tcr)r , Haver. en l " a r t f o r d ^?il7^P- L ' r i d g e p o r t , Ccnn. , ard a c o i . i s i o n 5rel*cer-
xhe ' J o l l i e d eoulpment sn% a y ^ r l t o c o i c c t i ^ e mnvj -v: 
an yard * r « o k f ^'-nch r<**»:lt«*c» i n the iee^.n t i f 
3 t r a ! l i -eervtco e*Gp") o y © 9 , find the i n j u r y o f 43 p i ° -*c ; 'ge ra , 
V T 7uMrr*n Co^p^ny erupt o?ee 3, 7 t r ^ i r v p e r v l e e ercp"tcye--s, 
n̂** d ln j ^^r employes T!rAs a c c i f l e ^ t w*ig i r v ^ r s t ! -

i . T t « J i n • x . ^ r i ' - t i o ^ K ; th r ep r^B^n t r . t i v^c o f the 
C c n n p c U c i t Fufc"»le V t i l l t l e e ^ommj-talon. 

'f*v-^e> i - t *~h** P >x> e r * t t l *d ^rc ceec.irs? v<*i £ r e f c r ^ d > / 
C o r ^ ' n - ^ to C o ^ i h r ^ n e ' Tlnrffff f e r cone J c - u ^ U t . « n c 
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Sij^nai Station Gl 

Br i m p o r t 
*©int » f J 
2 . 2 9 » i # 

Signal Station 55 
2-33 * i . 

Soiith f c?w&lk, Conru 

Chester, 11. X, 
9.40 K1« 

Kew ftocli&lle Jet. 

Harold I n U r] ocla.n£ 5 U , 
Lon£ Island Ci ty , tf. T* 

To 
BrtdpftDert 

3,912 
f t . 

/collision 

s 
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Legation .of^Aeoldent and .H8tfcg.d Operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the tfm Haven 
Division extending between Harold Interlocking S ta t ion , 
Un& I aland City, 3, and Signal Station 61 f New Haven, 
Cov „? ?4.£3 ffiilee. In the v i c i n i t y of the poin t of acci­
dent thie la a four-track l i n e , over which t ra ins aovin? 
with the current o f traffic are operated toy signal i n d i ­
ca t ions , A. catenary system f o r tne e l e c t r i c pronulislon 
*f t r a ins l§ rrondftd. ?h® mln t r aces froje north to south 
are designated &@ Ho®. 3 and 1, westward, sraa Kcs. 2 and 4 , 
e a s t w a r d . Th*» accident occurred on trad So. 2 at a t>olrt 
5*. 63 . T i l e ? east o f Harold arsd f e e t w*st o f the 
s t a t ion at Bridgeport. From th* west on track Ko, n there 
*a a tanfent 1.4-3 arllee In length and a compound curve to 
-iie l e f t , having a w&ximm curvature o£ 5*44' , 1,031 f e e t 
to the po in t of accident and 1,136 f e e t eastward. Through­
out & dis tance of more than 1 i l l e immediately W P S £ of th® 
po in t of accident the szxade f o r eaet-bound t ra ins on track 
So» .2 ̂ arieo between level and 0.0S percent descending, 
&n£ I * i@ o . 0 f i percent deecendl ru; a t that po in t . 

In the v i e ! ni ty o f tne point of a c c i d e n t tha main 
traces a re e leva ted above the I r v e l o f th** c i t y a t r « o t s end 
£re L-ld on a f i l l , The railroad croeaee Kain brrmt on s 
G i r d e r b r i d g e 8r, f r e t long a t a po in t approximately 5,700 
f e e t west of the station. Yar*5 tracks at s t r ee t l e v e l aouth 
of t h « w i n traofca a re connected with auxiliary tradca on 
thp *ortn s ide of the f i l l by a yard tracfe l a i d in an under­
pass des ignated m tne lower y$i*d tunnel and extending 
dia^onniiy under tiw as In t races . Th© aoutn end o f this 
underpass is 2 ,745 feet weei of the s t a t i o n . Masonry re­
taining wella support the f i l l on both eidi»s e^crot for a 
Ol.at&nce -"if approximately 680 f e e t on zm south aide of 
i-h:» fill be tween the underpas? at Main Street and the aouth 
cn3 o f the lo-'^r /are tunnel . At t M s poiivt the slope on 
* \ * » south f i d e tne fii; i a 1-1/2 to 1, and the d i f f e r e n c e 
In r J e v a ' / o ^ L**W*en the l e v e l of the amir. traeKe and the 
tr-cicc o f tho ^over yard a d j a r ^ t to the f i l l 13 39 f*»et. 
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The t r a d e s t r u c t u r e c f t r a d " £ o . 2 i n the v i c i n i t y o f 
the p o i n t o~ A c c i d e n t o o r ^ i o t c o f 132-pound r a i l , 39 f e e t 
i n l e n r t h , l a i d new i n 1950 on .an a v e r s e o f - 4 t r e o W 
i r r d ^ o u t i e s t o tne r . i i l l e n g t h - I t i s f u l l y t l e p l i i e d 
w i t h d o u b l e - s h o u l d e r can ted t i e p l ^ t e e and I s spliced td.th 
tuo r a l l - n o l d i n f f s o l v e s a t each t i c p l a t e , one p l o t e - h o l d -
i n g s-?r e i n s i d e the r a i l a t each t i s p l c t e , and one 
r<ln.te-hold? np spl ice a n t a i O e the r a i l a t e v e r y f o u r t i l t l o p i a t e . 
I t i s n r o v i d e d w i t h 6 - h o l e 3 5 - i n c h t o e l e s s j o i n t bi .rc and 
an £*vere--e o f VI r a i l anchors p e r r a i l , T t i s b & l l ^ s t e d 
v i t h t r ap roc> tc un a v e r a g e dent i l o f 14 i n c h e s . I n the 
l n n e d i ' i t e v: c l n l t v o f the u o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t the ^ . g e v a r i e d 
b e t / ^ e n 4 f e e t 3 -5 /8 i n c h e s and 4 f e e t 8 -15 /32 i n c h e s . 
The ?upero3 e v a t i o n a t t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t I J S F 3 - l / ? I n d i e s , 
and a t t h e moat w e s t e r l y p o i n t vhe^e marks o f d e r a i l m e n t 
v e r e louni? the c u r v a t u r e v e s 5 ° 4 4 s . 

A dir^Tjond-ehape apeed r e s t r i c t i o n o i p n uhlch bea r s the 
numerals p30* 1 i n b l a c k f 4 , ; n i res on a y e l l o w background 1 B 
mounVd on rx p o e t on the sou th Bide o f t r ^ c k K c . 4 about 1,340 
f e e t • e s t o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i l e n t and 307 f e e t ^a s t o f the 
p o i n t o f tne c a r v e o r which, the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s c p e r f t i r i T r u l e s read i n p a r t S R f o l l o w ? * 

DEFINITIONS 

FIXED PICfrlAL.—A s i g n a l o f f i x e d l o c a t i o n i n d i e ? t i n g 
n c o n d i t i o n a f f e c t i n g t h e movement o f a t r a i n * * * 

N o t e to d e f i n i t i o n o f f i x e d s i g n a l . — T h e d e f i n i t i o n 
o f a w ? i x e d S i g n a l " c o v e r s sveh aij-Tials as * * * 
3 l o ^ o o r r d s , o r o t h e r /r^ang f o r d i s p l a y ! / * ? i n d i c a t i o n s 
tliot s c v e r n the movement o f ? t r a i n o r e n g i n e . 

34 . I m m e d i a t e l y upon s e e i n g a s l r n a l a f f e c t i n g the 
movement o f t l . i l r t r a i n o r e n g i n e , t h e enplneraan and 
f i r e ^ n -ru^t, and r- 'en o r a c t l c a b l e t ho t r a inmen u l U , 
c e l l l-;s 1 n i l 33 H o n to e i c h o t h e r . 

http://tl.il
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710. A permanent diamond shape s l o w board, with 
f i g u r e s i n b l ac* upon y e l l o w background, des igna t ing 
t he maximum speed of t r a i n s and e n g i n e s a t p o i n t s 
s p e c i f i e d by t i n e - t a b l e w i l l be P l a c e d to the r i g h t 
o f t h e track as seen from an approach ing t r a in or 
e n g i n e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300 f e e t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the 
p o i n t There the r e s t r i c t i o n i s requi red , and w i l l 
g o v e r n t h e speed o f t ra ins and engines u n t i l l o c a t i o n 
o f r e s t r i c t e d track o r s t r u c t u r e hac been pas sed by 
en t i r e t ra in or engine. 

FIREMEN. 

8 5 1 . While e n g i n e 1B movin~ they muflt keep a con­
stant l oo iou t when not necessa r i ly en pared In o t h e r 
d u t i e s , and £ l v e Immedia te n o t i c e to en^lneman of 
any s igna l s o r other c o n d i t i o n s a f f e c t l n r the safety 
o f the t r a i n . 

The maximum a u t h o r i s e d srefd f o r the t r s i n invo lved 
was 70 mi les per hour, but i i war, r e s t r i c t e d to 30 miles 
per hour on the curve on which the accident occurred. 

Descr ip t ion o f Accident 

No. 172, an eact-bouirl f l r a E - c l a y 9 p a s s e n g e r t ra in , 
c o n s i s t e d of e l e c t r i c 3OCO;PCt l v e 363, four conches , one 
exp re s s r e f r i g e r a t o r c s r , on. ' r u ^ p i n ^ ca r , two coaches , 
one bn^~age car, f i v e s l e e p i n g c a r e , one b u f f e t - l o u n g e -
s l e e p i n g car, and two e l e a n l c*ra, I n the o r d e r nai<ed. 
The f i f t h car was o f s t e e l ^ a ^ i ' ^ r i e c o n s t r u c t i o n , the 
t h i r d , s i x t h , n i n t h , a n d e l e v e n t h s were o f c o n v e n t i o n a l 
a l l - s t e e l construct ion, ana ^ o t h e r ca rs w?re o f l i g h t ­
w e i g h t cons t ruc t ion . The s e v e n t h , the t en th , and the 
twel f th to the s e v e n t e e n t h c a r s , I i e l u s i v e , were equipped 
with t lgh t loc l t couplers . This tvitl n passed H a r o l d a t 
2:40 a. m., 23 minutes l a t e , and passed New Roche l l s J e t . , 
N. 1 \ , 33.65 mi les wes t o f the p o i n t of aec5 den t , a t 3:04 
a. w., 26 minutes l a t e . I t was r o u t e d to t r a c k tfo. 2 a t 
the l a t t e r p o i n t . I t parked Signal S t a t i o n 55, 1.55 miles 
west of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 
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3 ' 4 1 a. nu, and w h i l e moving a t an e s t i m a t e d speed o f 
froTi 60 to 75 m i l e s p e r hour the l o c o m o t i v e and the 
f i r s t 15 ca r s were d e r a i l e d a t 2 p o i n t 3 ,912 f e e t v e s t 
o f tne s t a t i o n a t B r i d g e p o r t . D e r a i l e d equipment o f 
t h i s t r a i n s t r u c t a y a r d l o c o m o t i v e moving on an 
a d j a c e n t l o w e r l e v e l y a r d t rack* 

r 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 0949, a s s i g n e d to y a r d s e r v i c e 
a t B r i d g e p o r t , was pe r fo rTLing s w i t c h i n g s e r v i c e I n the 
l o w e r y a r d . This l o c o s i c l i v e n s headed ea s tward . Whl 1 e 
I t was moving westward a t s l o w spaed on an a u x i l i a r y 
t r ack ad j acen t to t h e cou th s i d e of the f 3 1 1 on which the 
main t r a c k s are l a i d I t V>a s t ruck by d e r a i l e d equipment 
o f N o . 172 ar-d was d e r a i l e d . 

The l o c o m o t i v e s,n& t?^ f i r s t 15 oars c f N o . 172 were 
d e r a i l e d t o the sou th . Petween p o i n t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 425 
f e e t and 850 f e e t eaa^ of the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t d e r a i l e d 
equipment l e f t the r e a d i e d oh tne sou th s i d e o f the f i l l 
on which the rualn t r a c k s pre laid, r e p a r a t i o n s o c c u r r e d 
b e t v e e n the l o c o m o t i v e and the f i r s t c?o and between o t h e r 
forward u n i t s o f the t r a i n , The l o c o m o t i v e s topped I n t h e 
l o w e r y a r d soutn o f the f i l l v i t h the f r o n t end about 890 
f e e t e a s t o f the ^ o l n t or a c c i i e n t , s t r a r o x l l a t e l y p a r a l l e l 
to t r a c k N o . 2 end 317 f e e t soi th o f I t . The supe r s tn*c tu i 
became sepa ra t ee froni t h e running gea r o f the l o c o n o t i v e 
and o v e r t u r n e d a g a i n s t the l e f t s i d e o f yard l o c o m o t i v e 
0949* The f i r s t "And s i x t h car a s topped a t r i ^ h t a n g l e s t o 
the ,-nain t racke w l t h the f r o n t ends, r e s p e c t i v e l y , 1Q1 f e e ! 
and 71 f e e t south o f t r ack ! ' o , 0 and the r e a r p-nd$ e levatec" 
on t h e a l o p e of the f i l l . Ths second c a r o v e r t u r n e d and 
s t o o p e d on* i t s r3 pht s i d e on t raak Wo, 4 a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
o p p o s i t e the l o c o m o t i v e . Tha t h i r d and f o u r t h ct^rs and the 
s i x t h to t en th c a r s , I n c l u s i v e s topped i n v a r i o u s p o e - l t l o r 
on o r nea r the s l o p e o f the f i l l sou th o f the -Twin t r a c k s 
w l t n l n a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300 f e e t to the r e a r o f 
the locofno+lve* The e l e v e n t h car plopped a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n 
l i n e w i t h t r ack No, 4 . The t w e l f t h car s topped w i t h t h e 
f r o n t end on t r a c k Ho. 4 and the r e s r end on t r a c x N o . 2 . ^ ^ 
The o t h e r d e r a i l e d ear** stopped apr r o x i m a t e j y i n l i n e wl th^P 
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track No. 2. Locomotive 363, the first f our c a r s , and 
the ninth car were destroyed. The sixth, seventh, 
eighth, and tenth cars were badly damaged, t he fourteenth 
and fifteenth cars were slightly damaged, and the other 
derailed cars were somewhat damaged. Yard locomotive 
0949 was somewhat damaged. Two catenary bridges ̂ ere 
destroyed,and a third catenary bridge was badly damaged. 

The engineer of No. 172 was killed. The firemen, 
the conductor, and the baggageman of No. 172, two train-
service employees deadheading on this train, and the 
engineer and the fireman of yard locomotive 0949 vers 
injured. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident 
which occurred about 3:42 a . m. 

Electric locomotive 363 vae of the 2C-C2 type and was 
provided with a control compartment at each end. A boiler 
for train heating was located in the control compartment 
at the No. 2 end. The Jocomotive was 77 feet in length 
over the pulling faces of the couplers, "he specified 
diameters of the guide truck wheels and the driving wheels 
vers, respectively, 36 Inches and 56 inches. The total 
wheelbase was 60 feet, and the driving wheelbase was 37 
feet 4 Inches. The rigid wheelbase was 13 feet 8 inches. 
The total weight o f the locomotive was 432,000 pounds, and 
the weight on the driving wheels was 273,000 pounds. The 
brake equipment was o f t h e 8-EX type. A safety-control 
feature actuated by a lever shaped to fit over the handle 
of the throttle was provided on the controller. The center 
o f gravity of this locomotive was 65-1/2 Inches above the 
level o f the tops o f the re U s . The theoretl C P I eaulllbrlura, 
safe, and overturning speeds for this locomotive moving on 
a 6*44* curve having a 5-1/2-Inch superelevation we re , 
respectively, 35.2, 53.2,and 81.8 miles per hour. 

The center o f gravity of the first car *r«ae 72 inches 
above the level of the Lops of the rails, and the theor­
etical s a f e and overturning speeds f o r this car v o r e , 
respectively, 51.8 and 78.5 miles per hour. 
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As No. 172 was approaching the ^ o i n t wnere the 
accident o c c u r r e d t h e en~l r w r ' a n d the f3 rpman were 
maintaining P lookout aheed f roc the c o n t r o l compart­
ment at the front of t h e " l ioo i io t lve . Trie contactor 
was In t h e eighth car, axA the other m e ^ W a of the 
t r a in crew were in var ious l oca t i ons in tfre cars of 
the t r a i n . The brakes o f t ^ l y t r a i n >uid oe°n t e s t e d 
p r i o r to departure f r o » Pennsylvania Sta t ion, Hey York , 
N, l \ , 2.90 miles wes t o f j ferold, at Z: 3.̂  a. a., an* 
had functioned p r o p e r l y v^en used en rou te . The head­
l i g h t v^3 l i f t e d / !!o sVjpa wnre made on r o u t e . The 
speed was reduced in cQurpli^nce v i th cr>eed r ee ' r - i c t i ons 
at New Roche Lie J e t . } and * Fcrt Chester, TJ# X . , and 
South Jforwalk, Conn. Tt-f: t>-3 l e t t e r pol 1*3 a re , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 29.25 miles *<nd 13.#8 miles wes t c f the 
po in t o f accident . The f i l ace r , said that the engineer 
appeared to be in normal c o a l i t i o n and tha t when he 
c a l l e d s ignal i nd i ca t ions the enyinepr ra ised h is hand 
in acfcnowledgement of proceed ind ica t ions and o r a l l y 
repeated each r e s t r i c t i v e i nd i ca t i on . The window on the 
l e f t a ide o f trie cont ro l compartment was open , and the 
t ra in heat ing b o i l e r was not" i n opera t ion . The gruge 
l i g h t s on the panel in f r o n t o f the enŝ l neer 1 a p o s i t i o n 
were l i g h t e d . Because o f the arrangement o f the con t ro l s 
the speed Ind ica to r was n o t v i s i b l e from the f i reman 1 3 
p o s i t i o n in tho control co^^nrtftent. The I n t e r l o c k i n g 
s ignal a t Signal Sta t ion £5' and an autonat lc s igna l 1.9S3 
f e e t west of the curve at Bridgeport each ind ica ted Proceed. 
The fireman said tha t he c a l l e d t he se 3nĉ 3 ca t ions . Tho 
fireman was unable to eati .ant*? the speed , but he n o t e d 
nothing unusual about the ^at? o f speed u n t i l the locomot ive 
passed the noJ nl a t which awecd reduction f o r the r u r v e 
usually wos s ta r ted . A t th i s time ther^ no exhaust irom 
the brake va lvy nor any reduction i n speed. The fireman then 
observed that the en^ine^r r>rvnc^red to be lean ing forward 
s l i g h t l y in h ie seat l o o V i n - downward a t the speed tnda c a t o r . ^ 
Because he hes i ta ted to II s t rnet the engineer 1 s a t t en t ion ^ 
he wai ted a moment, And when tie enilnepr took no ac t ion he 
c a l l e d to him. He said lhat t h e engineer then a l l i e d the brakes. 
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f e w seconds af tenjard t h e locomot ive became d e r a i l e d . 
He did n o t know vhether the brakes v e r e app l ied i n 
s e r v i c e o r i n emergency. The conductor s a i d that the 
brakes became a p p l i e d in emergency. He iffimediPtely 
looked out the car window and saw the wires and 
catenary po les coming down end the locomot ive l e a v i n g 
t h e trpck s t r u c t u r e on the c u r v e . The conductor s&lu 
that fron, h i s l c c a t i o n i n s i d e the ca r he could net 
estimate the speed. The f lagman said t h a t tbe t ra in 
nad t e e n running a t normal apeed, but a l t h o u g h he f e l t 
ao app l i ca t ion o f t h e b re&es bs thought the I p e e i T,U-3 
about 35 o r 40 n i l en p e r hour vnen the accident o c c u r r e d . 

When the acc ident ; occurs ed the enginemen o f ye rd 
l o c o m o t i v e 0949 v « v on the locomot ive . The v*T?< 
conductor and t*jc y a r d brake men ^ e r e lis the immedia te 
v i c i n i t y o f the a u x i l i a r y t r a c - i . The engineer 1 a* 
Injured i n the a c c i d e n t and vnc no t questioned during 
t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n * The o t h e r members o f I r e c r e v s a i d 
t ha t they had no t o b s e r v e d Ho, 1?C b e f o r e the £ c d d<?nt 
o c c u r r e d nnd tha t the f i r s t inO.f c e t i o n they had tt a n y ­
t h i n g be in^ vroc* - H S vhen the p o v e r v i r e s o f thp outensr 
system f e l l immediately b e f o r e the c o l l i e 5 on c T ^ n ^ d . 

The o o e r ^ t o r rA, 31 p-nal S t a t i o n 55 saic7 tli-st the* r e a r 
end of 172 ^ - c s e d the 1 n t e i l o c ! ^ s ta t ion s t **:4l a. 
He es-vimated tha t t h e spepd o f the t ra i i i a t t h a t t*iic 
about 50 re l i e s per nour. He s a i d tltat a Ksrnl r.;; te21 
sounded 3n l i s o f f i c e a t 3*42 a. m. when the v o v e r ^d re s 
o f the c a t e n a r y Ryetem were g r o j n d e c an a r e s u l t ^ the 
a c c i d e n t . 

E r r r i r - a t l o n the equipment o f N o . 172 a f t e r the 
accident occur red d i s c l o s e d n;> condit ion which youJ d have 
caused o r c o n t r i b u t e d to the ceuse o f the a c c i d e n t - The 
brakes o f th# r e e r severs car^ * *r"? found a p p l i * d vhen tne 
equiprrent was ! n ^ e c t e d a p ^ r o x l i r a t e l y 1 hour 50 fn? nutes 
a f t e r t h e a . cc idpr t occurred . 
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Examination o f track No. 2 throughout a considerable 
d i s t a n c e west of t h e c c l n t of derai lment d i s c lo sed no 
i n d i c a t i o n o f dragging equipment nor o f en obs t ruc t ion 
h ^ i n g been on the t r a c k / The f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n of d l s -
p l ^ e x e n t of the tvnck s t ructure was an outward canting 
C the high r a i l which s tar ted a t a poin t 1,031 f e e t 
e,-:st o f the v e s t end o f the curve. The degree of canting 
I ' I I or eared p r o g r e s s i v e l y . A f l ange mark w s found in the 
veb of the r ? l l a t a po in t where I t vac canted outward 45 
d e g r e e , and I t overturned In s d i s tance of 70 i <>pt. Mark* 
i " B i d e thft head of the north r a i l i n d i c a t e that wheels 
I r o r p e d i n s ide thot r c U approxlna te iy 30 ^ V ^ t es,ct o f the 

p o i n t a t which tiio ou tvnrd" canting o f the hi ph r s i l s tar ted, 
-*nd tha t as the e widened by outvard dl ?p3acenent 
of the south r a i l thesp wheels dropped s u f f i c i e n t l y to be 
. n c o n t a c t >dth the tops o f t i e s , sp ikes , t i e plateta, «nd 
the bp?e o f the r&l 1 a t various p o i n t s . The ^pneml de r i i " 1 -
fjient occux^red I m m e d i a t e l y *aat o f t h e po in t a t which the 
hi KM r a i l o r. r r t a r r ed . Ttu» d e r a i l e d ^ctilpnent the 
r: rdcr bet-re en t racer Kos. r and 4 a t the Main S t r e e t 
b; i V " , s t ruck tra3k N o . 4 at « p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e ! ^ 30 f e e t 
fv-i^r c f t he br ldpe, ana -^ce de f l ec t ed to the r o t n * ^ t which 
t h e l o c o m o t i v e #nd o t h e r u n i t s i n the forward p o r t i o r of 
tie t r a i n l e f t ; trie r o a d b e d . The south rM 1 o f t r r " c v No* 2 
rag tori ' ' o u t throughout & d i s t a n c e o f 450 f e e * . The north 
r a i l regained i n p l a c e , but I t war thro'^n. out, o f l i n e at 
ranv D O } n ts . Tracer Ko. 4 v*as destroyed throughout a d5 star ze 
Of 460 f s e t . 

F r o t n e evl^^nce d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
I t i s apr^nent tha t tns t r a i r , entered the cu rve witnout any 
a w t r f l a l reduction i n t^e speed st wh ich I t had been movlntr 
on tanr*T..t t r a c k . The Engineer o f Track e s t i v a tec1 tha t the 
t r a i n sss moving \l a speed of f ro? 60 to 75 a l l ies p e r hour 
*t the t i m e the d e r c i i l ~Ti»nt ocrurr^d. He s a i d t h a t condi t ions 
round e t f t e r Eh? acc i l en t occu r r ed ind ica ted ths s ^xcer-five 
l a t e r a l Pressure on tne hign r a i l forced i t outward 
s u f f l c " *htl? tc p e r m i t whee l s on "-he l o w r a i l to drop o f f on 
tho grtur-e ^i,?e, rec-dl t i n r 1) over lurn inr o f the hi vh r p i l 
Froir tne pool t l on cf Che "derai led equipment and the dpnarc 
to the t r a c k and ^ u l n r e n t I t I s ap ra re f t t ha t t h e sijeed a t 
the t i - i e o f the acc ident considerably higher than 
e s t i m a t e d by tne f l a g m a n . 
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Cause. 
This accident was caused by excessive speed on a 

curve. 

Dated at Washington, D. C,, this twenty-ninth 
day o f August, 1955* 

By the Commission, Commissioner Clarke. 

( SEAL) HAROLD E. McCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y , 


