INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

' INVESTIGATION NO. 2783

THE NEY YORK, N®W TAVEL AND HARTFORD
RATLROAD COMPAINY

REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR SOUTH BAY JCT., MASS., ON

MASCH 7, 1944
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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains ianvolved:
Train numbers:
Engine riumbers:
Concist:
Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Cssualties:

Cause;

- 2 - ITnv-2783

SUMMARY

New York, New Haven and Hartford
Marcen 7, 1944

Soutn Bay Jct., Mass.

Rear-end collision

Engilnes and cars : Freight

+ Extra 3322 West

0900, 2390 ¢ 3322
€4 cars ¢ 54 cars, caboose
2 m. p. n. : 10 m. p. n.

Yard rules

Three; 3° curve; 0.74 percent
ascending grade westward

Raining

3+45 p. m.

1 killed; 5 injured

Faillure properly to control

speed of following train
moving within yard 1limits



INTERSTATE COMIERCE COIISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2783

AXTING ACCIDENT TWVESTIGATION REPORTS
CIDENT REPORTS ACT OF ITAY &, 1%910.
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THE NEW YORK, NE'" HAVE! AND HARTFORD
RATLROAT COMPANY

April 15, 1944.

Accicent mear Soutn Bay Jet., *fass., on March 7, 1944,
caused by failure »Hroverly to control tne speed of
tne following train moving witnin yard limits.

1
REPORT OF THE COIL'ISSION

PATTERSOY, Chnairman:

On Zlarca 7, 1944, tnere was a rear-end collision oe-
tweern an engine and a freignt train on the New Yorx, New
Hoven and Hartford Railroad nesr Soutn Eay Jct., lass.,
vaicn resulted in tne deatn of one enployee ané the injury
of five emwloyees. This accident was investigated in con-
Junction witn representatives of tne Massacnusetts Department
of Piblic Utilities.

luncer avthority of section 17 (2) of tine Interstate Com-
merce Act t:e above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Comaission to Cnairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Overation

Tnis accident occurred on tnat part of the Boston Freignt
Terminal extending between First Street, Boston, and Souta 3ay
Jct., illass., 0.63 mile. 1In tane immediate vicinity of the noint
of accident thnis was a three-track line, witnin yard limits,
over wnicn trains were operated by yard rules. The tracks ITrom
soutn to norta were TWo. 4, eastward track, Yo. 2, eegtward
track, and No, 1, westward track. Tne accicent occurred on
track No. 1 at a point 0.25 mile east of tne tower at Soutn Ray
Jct. From thne east there was a tangent 2,000 feet, wnicn was
followed by a 3° curve to tne rignt 125 feet to the point of
accident and some distance beyond. Tne grade for west-bound
trains was C.72 percent cescending 1,8C0 feet, then tnere wes
8 vertical curve 400 feet, followed Dby C.74-percent ascending
grade 225 feet to the voint of accident and a considerable
distance beyond.

DERIVTTIONS.

w o %

YARD SPEED.--A speed tnat will permit stoo-
ping withnin one-nalf the range of vision.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

95. * % ¥, Extra trains and engines must move

within yard limits at yard speed #* % %

Description of Accident

Yard engine 0900, neaded westward and pulling 24 cars, was
en route from First Street to Soutn 3ay Jct. About 3:37 p. m.
it became stalled on tracx ¥ec. 1, with tne rear car standing
about 1,330 feetv east of the tower at South Bay Jct. About
3:40 p. m. engine 2390, a light engine, neaded westward and
en route from Firet Street to Soutn Bay Jct., was coupled as
2 nelning engine to the reer car of the preceding yard cut.
About 5 minutes later, whnen the yard cut had oroceeded about
30 feet westward, the nelping engine was struck by Extra 3322
West.

Extra 3322 Yest, a wesit-bound freignt train, consisted of
encine 3522, 54 cars and a caboose., 'fmile tals train was moving
gt an estimeted speed of 10 miles per nour it struck engine

390.

r anead of it were

Engine 2320 and tnec two cars i-medis
2 was dereiled and

e
derailed and badly damaged. Engine 33
sligntly damaged.

From tne engine of a west-bound train tne view of the point
wnere tne aceldent occurred was materially restricted, because

of overncad bridges and an embantment on tne inside of tne curve.
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It was raining at the time of the accldent, which occurred
about 35:45 p. m.

Tne nostler nelper of engine 2390 was killed. The con-
ductor of engine 0900, the hostler of engline 2390, and the
conductor, tne front brakeman and tne flagman of fxtra 3322 .
were injured.

Discussion

Tne rules of thise carrier governling overation witnin yard
limits provide that extra trains and englnes must be operated
in such manner that they can be stopved within a distance of
one~nalf the range of vislon. All surviving employees con-
cerned so understood.

A west-bound yard movement conslsting of engine 3900, 24
cars an@ engine 2390, in the order named, was moving at a speed
of about 2 miles per nour witain yard limits wnen it was struck
by Extra 3322 Vest. Tne conductor of yard engine 0800 was on
the rignt side of the first car anead of engine 2390, and the
nostler and tne nostler helper of engine 2390 were on their
respective sides of tne englne. Tnese employees were looking
to the west, and the first they knew of anything belng wrong
was winen the collision occurred.

As Extrs 3322 was approacning the point where the accident
occurred tne speed was about 1Q miles per nour. Tné enginemen
were maintalning a lookout anhead, but they 4id not see tine pre-
ceding engine until the accident occurred. They said tnat
smoke and rain considerably restricted their view of tne track
anead. The engineer moved the brake valve to emergency position
immediately after tne collision occurred. Under tne rules, thne
speed of Extra 3322 was required to be so controlled tnat it
could be stopred snort of a train or an obstruction.

Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by failure
properly to control the speed of tne following train nov1ng
vitnin yard limits.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this fifteenth
day of April, 1944. .

By the Commission, Chairman Patterson. .

¥, P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



