W e mee o

WASHINGTON

LOoUIS

D ST,
ATTY

A

)
OAD COIMP

IT AN
o

T
el

-

o

MARCH 27, 1944




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:

Train numbers:

Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Recommendation:

- 2 -

SUMIMARY

Inv-2787

New York, Chicago and St. Louis

Marcn 27, 1944

Yellow Creek, Onio

Rear-end collision

Passenger

Passenger Extra
619 East

619
15 cars

Standing

?

Freignt

First 52

726
66 cars, caboose

20 m. p. n.

Tinmetable and train orders

’ Single; tangent; 0.087 percent

descending grade eastward

Reining
2:20 a. m.

1 killed; 22 injured

Failure to provide adequate
protection for oreceding train

That the Mew York, Cnicago and
St. Louis Railroad Comnany
establisn an adeduate block
system on tne line on wanich
this accident occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO., 2787

IN THE HATTER OF IIAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDZR THZ ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF lAY 6, 1910.

THS JEW YORK CHICAGO AND ST. LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY

April 28, 1944.

Accident at Yellow Creek, Onio, on liarch £7; 1944, csaused
by failure to proviﬂe adequate protection forftne
preceding train.

1
REPORT OF THW COIRMNISSION

4 L4

PATTZRSON, Chairman:

On March 27, 1944, there was a rear-end collision be-
tween a passenger ftrain and a freignt train on tne New York,
Cnicego and St. louis Railroad at Yellow Creek, Onio, wnich
resulted in tne deatn of 1 train-service employee, and the
injury of 15 passengers, 3 Pullman employees and 4 train-
service employees.

lunder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Chairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

This accident occurred on tnat part of the railroad desig-
nated as the Ft. "Tayne Division and extending eastward from 'Test
Wayne, Ind., to Bellevue Yard, Onio, 125.1 miles. Tnis was a
single-track line eastward from NE Tower, Ind., 7.6 miles east
of West Yayne, to DA Tower, Onio, 79.2 miles. An auxiliary
track, 4.9 miles long and designated as YC running crack, par-
alleled thne main track on tne nortn and extended eastward from
Leipsic Junction, Onio, 54.4 miles east of NE Torver, to a voint
0.7 mile east of Townwood, Chio. Trains were operated on tne
main track by timetable, train orders and an automatic block-
signal system, and on YC running treck by timetable and trein
orders only. At Yellow Creel, 2.7 miles east of Leipsic Junc-
tion, an overnead coaling station spanned tne main track and
YC running track. The accident occurred on YC running track
1,020 feet west of tne coaling station at Yellow Creek. Thne
main track and YC running track were tangent througnout a dis-
tance of 2.7 miles west of Yellow Creek and 2.2 miles eastward.
The grade for east-bound trains was 0.057 percént descending
4,414 feet to the point of accident and 1,186 feet beyond.

DEFINITIONS.
i 3 S
REDUCED SPZED.--Proceed prepared to stop

snort of train, obstruction, or switch not
properly lined. % % #

* % &
Operating rules read in part as follows:

11. A train finding a fusee burning red on or
near its track must stop and extinguisn tne fusee,
and tnen proceed at reduced speed. ,

A train finding a fusee burning yellow on or
near its track will proceed at reduced speed,
witnout stopping.

o3 3%
35. The following signals will be used by flagmen:
wo% %

Night signals--A red lignt, Torvedoes
and Fusees.

85. ¥ % % Extra trains may pass and run anead of
second and thnird class trains and extrs trains.

#* % %
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91. Unless some form of block system is vsed,
trains in the same direction must keem not less
tnan five minutes apart, except in closing up at
stations. A train following a ftrain carrying
passengers must keep not less than ten minutes
benind it%t.

99. Ynen a train stops under circumstanges in
wnicn it may be overtaken by anotner train, tne
flagman must go back immediately witn flagman's
signals a sufficient distarice to insure full pro-
tection, placing two torpedoes, and wnen necessary,
in additlon displaying 115nted fusees. Wnen re-
called and safety to tae train w111 pernlu, ne nay
retura.

S % %%

Wnen a train is moving vnder clrcumstances
in wnicn it may be overtaken by another train, tne
flagman must take sucnh action as may be necessary

to insure full protection. By night, % % ¥ 1lignted
fusees must be tarown off at proper intervals.

Time-table special instructions read in vart as follows:

18. IOVEMENT OF TRAIMS OM YELLOYW CREEK RUNVIKG
TRACK.
S 9 Sk
(n) ° A11 Westbound treins except first-

class will, unless otnerwise instrvcted by trein
order, use running track to Leipsic Jct.

(c) TEesthound trains will not use YC
running trackx unless authorized by train order.

(d) All treins and engines using YC running
track will protect as per Rule 99.

% % St

The maximum autnorized sneed for thne treins involved was
30 miles per hour,

Descrintion of Accident

Passenger Extra 619 Zast, an east-bound nassenger train,

consisted of engine 619, 1 baggage car, 1 Pullman sleeping cear,

S troop sleeping cars, 1 baggage~ dlnlng car, 4 Pullman tourist
cars, 1 dining car and 4 Pullman tourist cars, in tne order
named. All cars were of steel construction. "at Continental,
17.7 miles west of Yellow Creek, the crew received conies of
train order No. 8 reading as follows:
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Psgr Exa East Eng 619 Six one nine and
First 52 Five Two Eng 726 use YC Running
Track Leipsic Jct to Towvnwood witn right
over opposing trains.

Passenger Extra 619 pessed Leipslc Junction, the last open
office, at 2:05 a. m., entered YC running track, and stopped

at Yellov Creek at 2:17 a. m., witn the rear end standing 1,020
feet west of tne coaling station. About 3 minutes later the
rear end was struck by First 52.

First 52, an east-bound second-class freight train, con-
sisted of engine 726, 66 cars and a caboose. At Continental
tne crew received copies of train order Vo. 8. This train
passed Leipsic Junction at 2:15 a. m., entered YC running track,
and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 20 miles ver nour it
struck Pasgenger Extra 619 East,

The rear car of Passenger Extra 619 was badly damaged, and
tne remainder of tne cars and the tender of tne engine were
sligntly camaged. The tender of englne 726, the first 5 cars
and the front truck of the sixth car of First 52 were derailed.
Tne engine and tne first 5 cars were badly damaged.

It ves raining at tne time of the accident, thicn occurred
about 2:20 a. m.

Tne engineer of First 52 was killed. The conductor, the
front brakeman and the flagman of Passenger Extra 619, and the
iirenen of First 52 were injured.

During the 30-day period preceding tne day of the accident,
tne average dally movement cn ¥YC running track was 7.66 trains.

Discussion

About 3 minutes after Passenger Extra 619 East stopped at
Yellow Creek tne rear end wes struck by First 52. As First 52
was approacining Yellow Creek the speed wes about 30 miles per
nour. Tne air brakes had functioned vproperly at all points
wnere used en route. Tne enginemen were mointaining a lookout
anead. The headlignt was lignted, end there was no condition
of the engine which obetructed the enginemen's view of the
track anead. It was raining but not sufficiently to affect
visibility. Tne fireman said that no warning signal was seen
or neard, and the first he knew of anything being wrong was wnen
the engineer called nis attention to lignts which appeared to be
tne reflection of lighted marker lamvs about 1,300 fert distant.
Soon afterward, tne engineer made a breke-pipe reduction and
called a werning. The speed of First 52 was about 20 miles vper
nour wnen tne fireman jumped off just prior to the collision.
Tne engineer was killed in tnc accident.

Tne flagman of Passenger Extra £12 said tnat tne marker
lamos were burning brigntly, and ne dropped a lignted 5-minute
yellotvr fusee when the rear of nis train was about 500 feet east
of Leilosic Junction. About 10 minutes later, after nis traln
stooped at Yellow Creek, he was standing near the resr car wnen
ne saw the reflectlon of the neadlignht of the an»oroacning train
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about 2,500 fect distant. He gave stop signals witn a lignted
red lantera and a lignted wnite lantern. He thougnt tne signals
were answered by the engineer, as-tne neadlight flasned off and
on. Then, because it was raining, ne entered the rear car, and
wes in tnis car wnen the collision occurred. Thnere was an ample
supply of both red and yellow S5-minute and 10-minute fusees
available for use by the flagman. He was an experienced empnloyec
and understood that flag orotection was required for nis %train .
wnen the speed was reduced for stopping at Yellow Creek, and
winile it was standing in tne vicinity of the coaling station.
However, ne thougnt the flag protection ne furnisned was suffi-
cient. .

On ¥C running track trains were being overated by timetable
and train orders only. - Tne only provisions for spacing follovw-
ing trains was by tne time-interval method enforced by ovnerators
at open stations, and by flagmen's signals. Tne rules required
tnat a train following a wassenger train be snaced at least 10
minutes benind the vwreceding train. In thls case the preceding
train passed Leipsic Junction, the last open office and 2,5
miles west of tne point of accident, 10 minutes before tne fol-
lowing train passed. However, tnls time-spacing metnod did not
nrovide mcans for spacing trains except at open offices, and tne
collision occurred before tne trains reacned thne cast end of ¥YC
running track, 2.2 miles east of Yellow Creek, where trains
enter automatic block-signal territory on tne main track. Unless
the following train received flagging signals, there was no nro-
vision tnat prevented tnis train from rmoving at the maximum
avtnorized speed of 30 miles per nour from Leipsic Junction to
tne east cnd of YC running track.

Tne book of operating rules of tanis carrier contains manual-
olock rules whicn provide, among other requirements, that no
train may be nermitted to enter a block occupied by a passenger
train, except in case of emcrgency. If the manual-block system
nad been 1n use in tihis territory, tne following traln would
not nave been permitited to enter a block occunied by a pessenger
trair, and this sccident would not have occurred.

Cause

Tt is found taat this eccident was caucsed by failure to
provide edequate protectior fur tne nreceding train.

Rocnaencehion

It is recommended tro~u .1, Jovw York, Thicago'# 5t%. Louis
Railroad Company esteviizn 1 aleauate block system on tne line
on wnien trhis accident o.corred. ‘

Dated at ‘ashiugton, D. C., this trenty-eighth

v dey of Aoril, 1244.
By tne Commission, Cnairman Patterson.

T, P, 24
Secretary.
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