INTERSTATE COMMERCE CORM ISSION
WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO, 2567

THE NEW YORE, CHIZAGC & ST. LOUIS
RATLROAD COLFANY

AT WEST S"I'ECA, . Y., ON

FEBRUARY 6, 1042




Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains 1nvolved;
Trein numbers:
Engine numbers
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Inv-2567
-2 -
SUMMARY
New York, Chicago & St. Louis
February A, 1942
West Seneca, N. Y.
Side collision

Cut of freight cars : Fassenger

23
8168
4 cars : 6 cars
Standing : 45-50 m. p.

anual block systenm

Double; tangent; O0.21 percent
descending grade westward

Rain and snow
11:38 p. m.
2 killed; 6 injured

Accldent caused by runaway
cars fouling main track



IVESTIGATION NO. 2587

IN THE MATTZR OF MAXING AC IDENT INVESTIGATION RePORTS
UNDER THZ ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910.

THZ NEW YORX, CHICAGOD & S8T. LOUIS RAILRCAD COMPANY

s et

Marcs 30, 1042,

at Weet Ssneca, 1. Y., on February 6, 1942,
c»used Ly runaway carr fouling main track.

PEPQORT OF THE COMMISSICH

PATTERSOV, Commigsioner:

On Fenruvary 6, 1942, there wag a slde collislon be-
tweer. runesway care and a pescenger train on tne New York,
Chicazo & 5%. Louie Railroad at West Se“eoa M. Y., wvnich
resulted in tnp deatn of two train-service employees and
tne injury of twc passengers, one ralLWdJ mail clerk, cne
eXpress messenger, one Pullmen enployee and one train-
service enmployee. Tnig accident wcg investigated in con-
Junecticn with a reoprerontative of the Public Service
Commiceion of New York.

1Under suthority of gesction 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commisecion to Commiscgicner Potterson for coneglderation and
digposition.
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Location of Acclident and ¥Method of Ouveratl

Thls accident occurred >n the Buffalo Division,
which extends between Buffalc, N. Y., and Conneaut Yard,
Ohio, & distance of 115.4 miles. Between points 3 miles
and 492 miles west of Buffalo, trains of the Fennsylvanla
Railroad are ogeratad over the trecks of the New York,
Chicago & St. Louls Rallroad. In the vicinity »of the point
of accident this is a double-track line over ~hlich tralns
are operated with the current of traffic by a manual block
signal system, the indications of which surersede time-table
superiority. Within the limite of RufrTalo yard, between
Tifft Yard and Weest Seneca, rnspsctivaly, 2.4 c‘nd 5.1 mlles
west of Buffalo, s yard runnling track varcllels the maln
tracks on the nﬂrtﬂ. The accldent occurrea con the wegtward
main track at the fouling peolint of the turnout at a point
88 feet ecast of thae wegt s=itch of the runaing TracL. As
the p~int of acclcent ls =sypprosched fron thP east on the
wegtward main treck there 1 a G lest curve to the right
4,365 feet in length, which ie followed by,s tengent 1,250
feet to the point of ncel ﬁ 5 and 2 considerable distance
bcyond. The grade for veut—=rouac troins on the westrard
main treck verleg hetvyeeom L7 L“TCPﬂt and 0.345 pe~rcent
descending a dist-nce 7 ot 4,100 feet to the point of
accldent, snd ig C.21 v.7recem T the polnt »f sccldent.
The gresde for weet-bouna o o-nts A the running track
varleg between 0.235 ‘na 0.0 ¢: p¢rcent descendling a dis—
tance of 3,500 feet, tiwn th r & vertic 1 curve 350
feet, which is foliovid by : s tily sscenddng greco a
dlstance of 2H0 fert to thy point of ~cecident. Tne ele-
vatlon of the runnin, trsck is ghtly lower then thsat
of the moin tracks.

A hand-operated derrll 1g locented on the north rail
of the running trnck ot o polint 337 feat erst of the west
switch rnd 249 feet east f the volnt of ancclaent. The
normal position of this d2rcil 1s for derailing. A yard
track 2,903 feet in lensth, dQeel neted ec yoréd trrck No.

1, pwrulWGIq the runulng treck on the north. The vwegt
sw1tph of trock No. 1 le loertea 372 feet eact of the west
running-treck switch, Eridge 5.75 spans a creek at a point
174 feet wegt of the point whrre the occident occurred.

Opersating rules r«ad in prrt os followg;
104A. %* ¥ %
When not ila uge, Safcty Switches and

Dersils, on f1dl e, muet be set nnd* locked
for derallne nt.
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Note. The proper position for all
switches, including safcty switches and de- (‘
rails, and crossover swiltches, 1g that which
legves the main track clear for the safe
passage of trains, and protects them from
being fouled by any traln or englilne moving
on an adjacent track.

Time-teble instructions read 1ln psrt as follows:

Rule 17 1s modified and amplifled as follovs;
* * *®

Electric headlights on engines should

be dimned:
* ® *

¥ % ¥pagsing through terminals or large yards.
365, * * %

Engines in yard limits must receive per-
mission from signalmen before occupying main
track, and report to the signalman when clear

of the maln track %* % %,
% % *

In the vicinity of the point of accldent the maximum
authorized speed for passenger tralne is 70 mileg per hour.

Decgcriptlion of Accldent

Yard engine 303 had ascsembled 37 cars on the running
track at West Senctca. About 11:04 p. m. a cut of 4 cars
was placed on the wost end of the running treck and the
theine then moved on track No. 1 to the cast switch where
it reentercd the running track and coupled to the east end
of the¢ assembled cars. The cut of 4 cars rolled westward
and fouled the westwverd main track. The east end of the
third car wes struck by No. 23 at 11:38 p. m.

No. 23, a west-bound first-clage Penngylvanla Reailroad ‘
passengcr train, conslstea of englne 2165, one box car, one
baggee cor, ont brguc.e-mall car, one passenger-baggoge
car, on¢ corch «nd one Pullmen sleeplng cer, in the order
nemed. All cars were of steel construction. After a
terminal alr-brake test was made this traln deperted from

Buffalo 2t 11 p. m., according to the dispstcher's record of
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wovenent of trains, on time. Soon afterward a running

teet was made, and the brakes functiloned properly at all
roints where used en route. At "P.Y." Block Statinn, the
lest oven office and 2.1 miles east of West Seneca, a
«roceed signal was dlsplayed for No. 23. This train passed
"F.Y." Block Station at 11:34 p. m., 12 minutes lcte, and
Tolle moving at on estimated zpeed of 45 to 50 miles ver

L r it collided with the cnrs that fouled the maln track.

No. 23 struck the eastv end of the third car »f the
runeviay cut. The second and third cars were >vsrturned
and :topped, bedly damsged, to the north of the running
track. The rear truck of the first car wge dersilesd and
this car stopped, badly damaged, about 352:-feet wegt of
the polnt of accident. FEngine 2165, of No. 235, stovvced
on its left side south of the eastward maln track with .ts
rear end on the west ahutment of Bridge 5.75. The front end
of the engine was pndly aamaped and the cab was demol ished.
The engine truck bec-ne dateched and stopued on the bridge.
The troiler truck becsme d-*ached and stecprped on the east-
ward msin track 130 fe«t st of the bridge. The tender
was detached from the engine and stopred in the creek
south of the main trackas, bedly damsged and botftom up.

The Tirst czr stopped, badly damsged, on 1ts side on top
of the tender and at right angles to the trasck. The
second car vas deralled and stopped upright, bedly damoged,
in line vith the eastwerd track, with its feront ¢nd on the
bridge. The third car was dersalled and stopred upright,
wedly Camsged, with 1ts front end on the eastward track
~nd 1ts reer end betveen the main tracks. The fourth car
weg dcrailed and stovped upright, slightly damaged, with
its front ¢nd fouling the restrord mein track and its rea
- 1d on the wegstward main trock. The front vheels of the
front truck of the Tifth cer were derriled,

Inspection of engine 21AE nfter the naccident disclosed
"7 the throttle was fully open and the independent and
.oocutomrtie breke velves vere 1n running position.

-
A
¥

T
v

™
3o

rrining and snowing at the time of the -cclident,
t

It
£
vhich occurred at 11:38 p. m.

The «miloyers Xilled mere the engine-r »nd the firemen
of No. & ond tht cougloyee injured was the beggngemoan of

No. 23.

Yord engline 3.3 hod eocrbled 37 cars, in geveral cuts,
on the running trrck, ~tilch vas sdJecent to the westward


http://deta.ch.ed

-8- 2567

main traeck At 17:04 p. m. the last cut, which consisted
of 4 cars, “as olaced on the west end of the running
track. Abcut 11:07 p. m. the engine foreman reported his
engine clear of the block. Then the engine moved through
track No. 1, entered the cast end of the running track,
couplea to the cast end of the 37 cars, presumably ol 11led
w11 the eares eastvard ¢ snort disteonce, and the engine
wis detached. There wus no membor of t;~ c;ow at the
w28t end of tne 37 cars auring this movoment. The engince
tr*n meved ecastward on the running tracn, performed switch-
ing gervice, and returned to the location of the cars on
the running track saon & fter the acceid. 1t ocecurred. AL
11:%4 p. m. No. 23 entcred the blecex ot "F.Y."™ ERElock
Station under 9 proceed indicabtion, and about 4 minutus
llu'“ ”i le moving atv 2 spaecd of dbout S50 nmiles per hour
In territory where the maximum authovrized specd was 70
milcg )cr heur it struck a ecar o: g cut of cars tliat foulzd
Lhe weatword main track <t the o st cnd of the running
treck. In Lomf-lanoo with the rhius the headlight ot the
reine was dimmed as the train pozcced through the yair
involved., Because of rain and sner f2lling 2s Me. 20
o roached the wost switeh of the running tracz, visivilibty
o rTostricted to a distance of 200 fect. Apparontly the
iwron did not scc the chotrueticon on the track, as n
‘Lict was taken to stop the train prior to tho tiwe of
< olJisipn.

@] (L

'

RN
L

According to the statement of thoe conductor of No.
23, cacn aftor the agcident cccurred hie founcd thit thre
west 3 crirs of o ocut of 4 carc had fouled th wostwnrd
mhin trecr wnd thon the fourth car was “cpﬂratvi Jome
distonce frow tac otu~r cars on the running track. The
crngine Toremon shid b Ghe ust cut of c¢cnrs piliiced on
the wrat ond of the runrning track consist.d of 4 cars wnd
thot the west car of this cut wis ot*ld1ﬂ“ ot a point

1

S
“bout 50O Te ot cust o he weat cwitelh of the runnirg trock
°ng abeut 180 foot cast of tho dor-il. Tho hand braxkes on
thna. enrs wore not apolied. The cngine forceman undoerstood

trat the rulcs roegulir.d him to sec that thoe derail was
nloeed 1t'cr derniling, but ke scoid that whon thoe last cut
of cus wus placed on the west cnd of the running track

he did not t-ke 22tion to soc tht the derail vas placed
in oHrapor position 2~ theught the east car of the last
cut Of ears had coupled to the voet car of the cars which
nod proevicusly boon ploeed on the running track. Obvicusly
Ll coapling between this cash cxr of tho last cut placed
“u tlho runnirdg track and tho weat enr of the other cars cn
thob trock wag not muade vhen the last ceut was pluc d on
i teack. It is wreboble tiat in courling the vngine

v the cast car vn Lhe running traick the 4 cars nt the
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vest cnd wer. moved sufficiocntly to scot then in motion
e ot doselnhiaing gr’dc, nd bhiey moved weostrard £2
creugh to rowl the wostward waln tracs.  IT the dor:

It boon oot in H“TMSl pesitiow, which wneo for ud“a1¢Lnb,
the cars would nave been de >railed to the north osiage of
the running track, and this cceident woulld have boen

avertel, I un aufomnti block-siznal systim had boeen

in use o twls line ohe engine crov vould nave reccived
warning ~iynal dndiceatione that tuve main troceck was ob-

~tructoed.

e

this ne-ident was caused by run~way

Dobod ob YV oshingten, D. C., this thirtictlh day
ci Murel, T 940,

By tL. Comndisalon, Commizeioner Pattorosen.



