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Railroad: New York, Chlcago and 5%, Louis
Date: January 30, 1948

Location: Oakxland, Chio

Kind of accident: Side collision

Trains involved: Freicrht : Freight

Train numbers: Second 40 : Extra 714 East
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Engine numbers:

Consists: 8+ cars, cabccses : 82 cars, caboose
Sneeds: Standing : 32 . p. L.
Operation: Timetabvle snd train orders, ana

menual~block system Tor followiny
movenents only

Track: Sinsle; tangent; 0.5 percent
Geccendinz srrade eastwar
Weather: Clear

Time: 3:55 a. m.
Casuaities: 2 killed; 2 injured
Cause: Failure to obey mecet order



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIITSSICN

INMVESTIGATION NO. 3161

IN THE UATTER CF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTICGATION RZPORTS
UMDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1610,

THE WEW YCRXY, CHICAGO AND 8T, LOUIS RAILROAD COMPAN

Harech 15, 1943

Accident at Gakland, Ohio, on Januery 20, 1048, caused
by failure to obey a meot order.

1
RZPORT OF THE CCIIIISSION

PATTERSON, Commisg=iloner:

Cn Jenuary 30, 1948, there was a side collision
between two freisht trains on the lVew York, Chieasc and
5t, Louig Railvoad at Oalland, Chio, which resulted in
the cdeath of two emplorees, and the injury of two
erployees. This accldent was investizated in conjunction
witg a renregentative of the Fublic Utilities Commission
of Crio.

L

Under avthority of scction 17 {2) of the Intcrstate Com-
nerce £ct the above-entitled prozocding was reforred by the
Commission to Commigsioner Patterson for consideration ond
dicposition.
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Inv, No. 3161
New York, Chicago and St, Louis Railroad

Oakland, Ohio
January 30, 1948

‘



Location of Accldent and llethod of Oneration

This accident occurred on that part of the Sandusky
Division crterd’ag betusern South Limaj Ohlo, and Frankfor
Yard, Ind,, 144.4 miles, a single-track line, over which
treine arc oneratod by timetable and train orders, and a
manual-block system for folloving Movemcnts only. At
Ockland, 39.7 miles west of Scuth Lima, a siding 4,431 feet
in length parallczsls the mein track on the south. There is
no station at Czkland, The accident occurred at the fouling
nolint of the m2ia trock and the turnout of the cast siding-
switch, at a point 152 feet irest of the switch., The main
track is tangent throughout & distonce of 1.08 miles
immedintcly west of the cast siding-switch and 643 fecct ecst-
word, The grade is 0.5 pereent doscending castward.

The capacity of the siding at Cakland is 85 cars. The
swlitchstand at the east giding-switch is located on the north
side of the main track. It 1s provided with two targets and
an oll-buraing sritch lamp. The centers of the targets are
7.7 fcet obove the tops of ihe tles, and the center of the
switch lamp 1s 9.35 fget above the tovs of the ties. When
the switch is lined normolly, a white rectangular target
is at right angles to the track, and the lamp, vhen lighted,
Cisplays a green aspect in the direction of an apmroaching
train. When the switch is lined for cntry to the siding,

a red clrcular target 1s at right anzles to the track, and
the lamp, when lickted, displays a red aspect in the
direction of an approaching train. At the time of the
acclden®t the switch lamp vas not lighuted.

This carrier's onerating rules read in part as follows:

DEFINITIONS,

at
<

A

Train,—--An enginc, or more than one

> Pl P Y s v » LY -
engine, * * * coupled, with or ~"ithout cars,
Cisnlaying markers.

Fixed 8ignal.--A sirnal of fixed location
Indicating & condition affecting the movement
of & trein or engine.

Note.--The defintion ol a "Fixed Sismnall
covers such signals as switch, * * * or other
means for displaying incdications that govern

movenent of a train or encine.
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17. The hendlight will be digplayed to the
front of every train by night It must be
coaccaled or extinguished vh a train tuvrns
out to meet another train dnd has stoprcd clea
of maoin track,

g % %

19, The following signals will be displayed
to the rear of every train, as markers, to
indicate the rear of the train:

s %% %

Lights * % % glowing vellor to lhe front and
side and red to tho rear; * ¥ ¥

LU

27. A signal imperfectly displaycd, or the
obscnce of a signal at 2 place where a signal
is uscually shown, rnust Ye regarded as thc most
rCStPlCtiVL 1n6*caU*on that can be given by that
slgnal, cxcept that vhen the day iadication
is plainly secn, or when sufficient lignts in a
sition or color position light signal arc dis
ploycd to deternine incicntion of the signal,
it wvill govern,

Engine and train cérsws using o switch vhere
the switeh light is imperfectly displeyved or
absent must, if practicable, correct or reploce
the light.

A signnl imperfecetly disnleyed or the cbsence
of a signal ot a plecce wherc o 81gna1 is vsually
shovn, must be promptly reported te the Chicef
Troin Disgpotcher,

5~89. A% meecting points the inferior train
must toke the sgiding * % %

9+

LLANE ]

* The inferior trrin must pull into the
slding vhen practicoble. # %
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FCRMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.

Fixing Mceting Points for Oppocing Trains.,

(l) %% %

173 mcet Extra East Eng.

No., 5 five Ene.
t A,

95 ninc five

s,
g6 % %

o 03

Trains receiving these orders will run with rcspect
to cach other to thie designatcd points and there
mect in the manncr plcacrlbﬂd by the rules.

The mexinvm avthorized specd for freight trains 1is
60'miles wer rour.

Deseriptior of Accidcent

At Coldwater, 4.4 milcs e¢nst of Ocklané, the crew of
Second 49, n west-bound second-class f"e1~n+ train, received
copies of train order No. 25 reading in part as follows:

Second 49 four nine eng 717
teke siding meet extra east
eng 714 seven one four at
Oakland * % *

Second 49, consisting of engine 717, 84 cars ~ud & coboose,
departed ¢rom Goldwuter tlie 1-st omen office, at 3:15 a, m.,

4 hours 14 minutes lﬁte cncd stopped ot the eagt siding-switceh
at Oakland about Z:22 a. m. Soon afteriard this train proceeded
vestwerd on the siding and SbOhDed about 3:49 o, m., with the
engine on the siding about 290 feet ecast of the clenrance

p01nt of the west siding-svitch, the seventy-fourth to scventy-
seventh cars, inclusive, on tae turncut of the east siding-
switech, and thc rear seven cors end the coeboose on the main
track ecst of the switch, About 5 mlnutvu later, ot which

time this train was in the same locntion, the seventy-seventh
car was struck by Zxtra 714 Enst.

At Portland, 15,8 milcs "rest of Oaklend, the crow of
Extra 714 Ecst, an cast-beuand freight troin, received copies
of train order No. 25. Tris train, coasisting of cngine 714,
89 cars oné a coboose, departed fr om Portland ot 3:26 o. m,,
passed Ft, Recovery, the last open office, 4.8 miles wést of
Onkland, ot 3:45 a, m. nnd wiile moving at ~ gpeed of 32 miles
per hour, as indicated by thes tope of the sweed recorder, it
struck Second 49,
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The sgeventy-seventh to seventy-ninth cars, ianclusive,
of Second 4%, and the engine, the Tirst seven cars and the
forty-ninth to fifty-first cars, inclusive, of Extra 714
Zagy trere derailed. The englne of Extra 714 East stopped
0a 1ts left ride doun an embankment, uvith the front end 310
Teet eact of the point of accident. The derailed equipment
os conriferably domegod.

i n and the swing brakeman of Extra 714 East
were Z11led, and the engineer and the front brakeman of this
i r

The vreathier wag clear at ths time of the accident, which
occurred about 3:585 a, m.

Durirg the 30-day period prcceding the day of the accident,
the average daily movaement in this viecinity was 18,€ tralns,
Discussgion
The cre

s of both trains held coples of train order No,
25, which egstablished Oakliand as the meeting point betueen
Sccond 49, a tregt~roi1.1d scecond-class freight train, and
mxtra 714 East, an coct=bound freight train., The order
included the instruction for Sscond 49 to take siding at the
mceting point. Urnder the rules, Extra 714 East was rcquired
to sTop clear of tho cast aidiir-switch unless Sccond 49 was
into clcar on tic siding. Sceond 49 cntered the siding at
Oakland at the eesgt sritzh and stopned about 3: 49 a, m., with
The rear seven cars and the caboooc standing on the main track
cast ¢f the switch., After the train stooped, the engineer
extinguished the hradlight., About 6 minutes later the seventy-
eventh cor vas struck *y Extra 714 East.

~

o

Vhen Secornd 49 entered the siding the enginemen, the
front braleman and the sving brakeman were on the pnglne,‘and
the conductor and the flapgman trere in the caboose. The
enzineer saild that when he took action to stop his train on
tie siding; he thought the switch lamp at the cast siding-
suitch displayed a green asrect, which indicated that his
troin vrae into clear and that the switch had becen lined to
normal position, He then exting Uluhed the headlight. The
emnloyees on the ensine took no fnvrther action to detﬂrmine
wvhether thels train was into clear, and they vere not avare
ol anything beins vron: until alfter the collision occurred.
The flagnan said thet tqcn 1is traln storped he gave proceed
siznals vitih & lizhted vhite lantern from a point near the
east sultch, Then, beccuse the train wes not moved westward,
he communicated with the train dispatcher by telephone from
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a booth near the swiitch, and informed him that Second 48

was not into clear. Immediately afteruwerd, ne saw the
reflection of the headlight of Extra 714 Zast closely
approaching, heard the eangine of that train working steamn,
and called a warning to the conductor of his train. The
conductor was attempting to light a fusee to give varniag
signals to the enginemen of Extra 714 Zast when the colliision
occurred. The maricer lamps on the cabonse of Second 49 1ere
lighted, end they displayed yellowu to the front and sides

and red to the rear. After the accident it was ascertained
that the conductor of a vwest-bound freicht train ned observed
that the switch lamp at the east siding-switch at Oakland

wns not lighted when his troin passed tho switch about 1 hoar
40 minutes before the collision occurred. Prior to the time
the accident occurred, no member of the crew of Sccond 49
observed that the switch lamp was not lighted.

As Extra 714 East was anproaching Ockland the specd
was about 30 milcs per hour, and the headlight was lighted
brightly. The eaginemen werce in their respcctlve positions
in the cab, the Tront brakeman wns scoated behind the caglnecr
and the swing brakeman was in the coal compartment of the
tender. Tae conductor and the flagman wvere in the cahoose.
Each member of the crew had read train order !o. 25, and
each understood that his train 1res required to remain clear
of the east siding-switch at Cakland until Second 49 was
into clear on the siding. When the engine of ZIxtra 714 East
vas in the vicinity of the west siding-switch the engineer
and the front brakeman identified tiie engine on the siding
as being the engine of Second 49 and, because the headlicht
of Second 49 was extinguished, they thougnt the train ves
into clear on the siding, The speed of Lxtra 714 East uas
32 miles per hour uhen the enginc vas in the immediate
vicinity of the east siding-suitch, thien the engineer sau the
rear portion of Sccond 49 occupying the turnout, and he
immediately moved the brake valve to emergency position, but
the collision occurrcd beforc the train could be stopped.
The {ireman and the swing brakcmen were killed, The conductor
and the flagman said that, bccausc the specd of thelr traln
wvas not materially reduced after thelr engine pasced fthe
engine of Second 49, they thought their eanginemen had
knowledge that Second 49 was into clear on the siding.



This carrier's book cf onerating rules contains
manual~block rules which provide for the blocking of both
opposing and Tolloving movements, but the manual-block
system in use in the territory involved epplies to folleorving
moverients onlv. This carrier has authorized the installation
of a centralized-traffic-control system in this territory,
and construction work is now in progress.

Cause

It is found that this cccident was cauged by fallure
to obey o meet order,

Dated at Washington, D. C., this fifteenth
day of March, 1548,

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

( SEAL) V. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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