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INTERSTAYE COMIERCE COLI(ISS IO

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF T{E BURIAU OF SAFETY CONC:=RNING
AX ACCIDENT ON TED NEW YORK, CHEICAGO, & ST, LOUIS RAILw
ROAD AT PMUNCIE, IND,, ON AUGUST 26, 1933.

December 19, 193Z.
To the Cormission:

On August 26, 1933, there was a head-end collision
between a freight train end a tranafer train on the liew
York, Chicago & SGt. Louis Railroad at lfuncie, Ind., which
resulted in the desth of one employee and the injury of
two employees.

Location and method of operaticn

This accident occurred on ithot part of the Sandusky
Division of the Lale Trie & Western District cxtending
between Frenkfort Yard, Ind., and Scuth Lims, Ohio, a dls=
tance of l44.4 miles, In the viecinity oif the point of
accident this is a single-track line over which trains
are operated by tirmetable and train ordersg, ne blocl-sig-
nal system boing in usc. Tae New Castle Division crosses
the Sandusky Division at a point about 625 fect east of the
station ¢t luacis and yard-limit boards are located aporoxi-
mately 2 niles to the cast and wezat of the junction of
these divisions and about 1-1/2 miles to the north und
south thercof. Thc accident occurred at a noint chout
1,000 feet west of ths stat.on; approoclhiing chis point
from the east, the track i1s tangont for o distance of about
450 fect, followed by a 29307 curve to the right 100 fsot
in length, 450 feet of tangent track, a 69501 curve to the
right 238 fect in longth, tangent track for a distaonce of ¥
120 fcet, and then a 6°20' curve to the left 788 feet in
length, the accildent oceurring on this latter curve at a
point about 3C0 feeot from its castern ond., Approaching
from the west, thore 1s a 5°30!' curve to the lcft 350 feot
in length and ihen o tangont track for a dilstance of 300
T cet, followed by the curve on Jhich the aeccidont ocecurr-
ed. Thc grade for easchound trains for a dastance of 400
foet to the point of accident is 0.85 percent ascending,
and the grade for west-bpuad trailuns approaching the noint
of accident for 400 fect 1s Ce.lo percent descending.

A spur teock varollels the main treacl on the south
Lor almost the enbire length of fhe curve on wvhich the
accident occurred, and adjacent to the spur track 1s o
low building cbout 400 feet inlenfyth. At the time of the
accident thore woere o nwiber of hich cars standing on this
tracls, which, together with chic building obstructed the
vision approaching frou cither dircetion to o distance of
opproximatcly 165 feoct.
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The weathor was clecar at the time of the accident,
which occurrced rbout 10:25 o. m.

Deseription

Eagt=bound second-closs trein sccond lo. 66, a
roll-olling tr.in, consisted of 1 rail oller, 1 empty
tank car, 2 loaded tonik coprg, congine 457, 1 bunk car,
aand a caboeoesce, In the order nared, rnd was in charze of
Conductor Ley md Engincman 3Blymycr. The Tirst car wes
of wocden congtruction with stcel center sills, the
socond, third ~nd fourth cors werc ol all-stocl conslruct-
tion, and the last two cors wore of wooden constructione.
This train departed from Froaklort Yard ct 7:10 m.e ile,
deported from Alcxandria, ilc last open offiece, 16.2 miles
west of Mincle, at 9:29 o, 1., 2 hours and 24 minutes late
on the schedule of troin No. 086, stonped Tor coal at the
coal dock 2t ihmeie about 10 ae .ne, cnd tleon procccded at
o low ratc ol gpced, collidifg with the turnafer train
while traveling ot o gpoed cstimeted to heve been between
5 and 8 milzs ver hour.

The tronafer troein consisted of 2 erpty end 7 locd-
cd cars, hauled by ongine 123, with the z2ir coipled, =ond
was in chrrge of Conductor Thorpe ond Entincman Cochron.
This train, rcturning frort the Chosapeake & Ohio yard to
the west yard of the Nickel Plete Road, stopped at the
Junction of the New Cesbtle end SanduskygDivisions, whoro
1t met troin first No. 66, After tne pasrage of thet
train the tronsfer train proceceded thirough the wyoe onto
the main linc of che Sandvsly Division, stopped for the
roar brakeman to close the wye switch, and then procceded
westbword at an cstimeted gpoed o & or 6 milcs per hour,
but hod necarly stopped whon it collided with train sccond
I\lO. 66-

Engire 123 of the transicr train telescoped the
front end of the rail-ollor car, tho couploer of this car
hoing forccod chrough the door of the smoke box of the on-
ginc, while the roor cnd of this car wvas tclescoped by the
following tonk cor o distance of about 3 foct. Thc sccond
and third tonk cars In treoin sccond Ho,., 66 sustaincd slight
damoge, but except for onc pair of wheels under the first
tenk cor nonce of the cguipment was derailed. The cmployco
killed wag an oiler cnd thosce injurced werce the oller fore-
man and the hend brelenon, o1l of vhon vere riding in the
rail-oiler car.

Suruaary cf cvidence

Poreman Rell Oiler Horvey, in charpge of the roil-ociler,
stebed thet the head bralkemon wos r.oding con the right side
of the cupola, vhich was located noer the Ifront end and
wos cqguipped with 2 whistle cord and cmergency valve,
while he and two othcr omployeces were at tho cxtrernc front
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end of the car opcroting tlie lovers contrelling the flovw
of cil, On roundin;; tho curve on vhich the aceident
occurrcd tho troin wes tr-veling at ¢ spocd of ocbout 8
mileca per hour, +3th the brolericn soundins thoe wialstle
el the ciler bell ringing. He firct gaw ths tracsfer
tr..um vhen 1t "res obout three ccr lengthes distont, the
vicw being ovscurcd by cors on the inside of tac curve,
cnd cellea to the others to Juripe Ho thought tho eir
bralics wore cpplicd in cmergoney Iron the cnging, but

duc to the oil cn the rails the <hccels slid o distonce

of cbout two crr longths cnd he did not chin't therce hed
beon any copprecichle roduction in the spneced ol his trein
ot the tame of tro cccident. Ferourn Trvey sald the
trensfer Lrown v oo not treveling very fogt -nd he thought
it slowed cown bofore the cclliision cccurrcd. Ile further
stoted thoet pofore lecaving Freunkfeore Lo led tollzed rith
e englacmon cnd told Lilol tort oxbtrore couct
neceaogary in hendlirg thoe tramn, duc to tle [o
the vvhesls would glide lien applyrus the Troan
geld the crzinceron uscd good gudgriert in otoop
trein on rcoutc.

Oilicr Gr.ocn, of tr-in usocond hice 60, vhe wes stead-
ing cpereting the oil acclhiine, steted theb che rral-cilor
cor hod o gloge front cad taal he Jiret gouw Lo Promefon

treoin Jheon 1t wies cwout onc ond onc=Lolf cor longbis dis-
tont. Ho cstlimctod tac cpecd of hic owm trein. Lo heove
been cbout 6 or 7 ailes Her hovr, out did not Imow
wncther or not bhe bLrolkes vore cpplicd prior to the acci-
donte

Heecd Brnkeman Curniings, of  train sccecond No. 06,
stoted thet the cupola wre wiccticelly caclos.d ia plogg,
but duc to the corog on the ziding he wes uncble to cuoc
rhoeod Tor .worce than throo ceoir longtho. Whon he oo the
oppreaching triin he gove Lds cnpuirean o oton gignal ond
Irwecdiately jumned dom Lo the flo-r of the c-r, the troin
trooveling chout once tnd oo~ LT cor longntls (Ttor hic gove
tac stop signcl. Jrokce.ca Cundngs cstiicted the opood
of liis treain Lo hevo oosen £ or 8 m.ules por hourg hoe did
not lmo. vhother or nobt the ~.r br ‘tug wore .npli.d prior
to the .cecident. Mo catlmwoted the gpecd of Lhe trncfer
trein to hove beoen 7 or 38 wilos por hoar. 3r-'tenan Cui-
mings furtihor etoced that be vres o oxbrr en end chis gos
hies rirst trip c2 che refl-=otling ticIng Lo dud nos knou

ot the redl-culor cor ce coguipocd 1t rn o Lrnorguncy coir
volve.

1

il

Enrinxwn 3lynyer, ¢i troin sccoad Lice 20, shitoed
hot thoe trou. wws Sriftine b ¢ wooed of 6 oo 7 ailes pur
hour, Hc sor the otep osise~l flven by the 2ol d orel cona
mn ¢ Lnocictely opplicd e LI

v
- Izco 1n clwT Leach, ondG it
v cheut this tiwae thet he s vae coalrocening carinc, 10
or 15 foot Drorn tas Ifroat ol his troin, Trhco broliog tools
hold, but thc spocd Cid nct slrekia heocerase ol tw foot
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thet ths "hesle 231id cad he 7o g vadle to rot gond on the
roils boefore the tr In hed pr ctierlliy ctupied. o fnce-
mon Dlyiryor ruretlicr ctatod thet he had oporisacod J1.71-
culty iun steopoirg oo troain cn routo, e to vhe racels
glicdinz,

Concuvclor Thorpe, of the troaslor treia, stotld

thet e woe ot acding ca the frent Orotoorrd o~ ta. 12 Ikt
gide of the cajiiae «nd on crecaving ot Bl Juieticn of Bl o
Nicw Cestle ond Sonducky Divigsicas, They .ot teocia Oirct
1noe 06 wnd sipgncls wers recoaved Indlicoting Tiet o gecond
gcetion oo Jollevirge Mitor ol mreocoge of Lhe Tirct
section, louwzver, hic gove © nroece L vigel rad bop troin
oncorced the S-ndus’ty Division a2l L svree dxc, au 0
cpecd of 4 or 5 allog o hear llon e hveerrl Lho v igtilo
of tn coprccelaar troim; "o D Ldicsoly LSVe o £T0) oige
nel te his oncnerer, e co2otlol thie car brclilg i amore-
ooncy, md the Lr Lo Lo or wcerleclly stenowodl (lion the
collisten ccourr.de Vilon o Jireb oo Jo ol oxter L5
Jog o cbout coie cnd cnc=o0ll oorzr loaptiie wostonbt,  In do-
scribing houw ko - ouvld obten wdlomu tion coacernin, tle

sioectod rreln-l of tecung, Conduceter Thoroz otolod thed
he vvould £ot ol ds Iniorw iz berore locvias Ul oot
G of dhe Mickel Zlete e rowte to the C & 0 yewd, d
gcid tleo 1o 24 g0 7a fulu occioin [ooe doprrtlay
t 8:d5 0y .o AT Ule C ¢ O 7ord ™o coall Rrve wrom o
tel on the visvaoctehcrts tolovkhone ~1 Hhas bcoowe Coa-
sel . oo LMielnll LM
g hercly 2voer Jood 3
cculd rit obtem any ndoveactrna by e
ot tlle Jgumebicr waleso ticre wers 2o o
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Lo weslb yord; Blicb e ol crecd it oratlool gaccood,
md thet he wog roveraing the nevenieat of his Lreon soipiy

o, yord rul.g, neocoodiis To o cocuticar., Imoo zuaboocaent
stotomen®, Conductor Tiorpe cirTod remerly bhere wis on
cowrotor ca Juby ot the vess [ord Lut tlet tiiis »oo-votor
NG boru romwved (G glacc Tt !

Tiwe Bher. hed ooy L0
tiwee -3 cn tlle Balohone oo nc
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never Deon Lagcislined Lr e trueilnd Llr om0 Ve ert
witheulb Loicoohenl  for Fal sucbror. it fucchor ~ipgor ool
7

frem e cbobuienbo, Lovrever, choet ke crvlld L -wvl con-mnild-
cotod At 1o o robor, lourcol o din boao CLlooonchlrls oo
VY scong of e blocd colodiicac, Slot tlfo orscesTurce tied
Pocn rollered wob., bofovre © cftor thwe ceel'oat, Lhel 1ne
r.rraticon so Wt oncd vvs o orolhoble cg o1 oL oo Lo
“erly cehtein~d "ol L oeporccor oL e Toot Lt o
tlict hod he cbhbtoried tlo 1alor - L

a0Ve Down areventod.
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Incincrien Cochiron, of the trensfor troin, stoilol Goob
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ofter pos.ins threuzl. tio wrye ac stonped Jor the Loy
to elesc the svatehus; ke reoecived o precced sionel ond
bfals opurablné tlie trein ot ¢ sprecd o0 5 or € niles per
hour vhoan tlo fircaan soid Ystoedy?. s cpplicd tho
strcight rir oro’io ol Then eoccivod o gup sisncl froc
ho conductor ond opplic?d the Lrekes in clwerzeney, -l Ao
gaid the Lrcin hed ctosped ot the tinwe of the collisica,
cfter tr~velin, o “lgtence of chout 60 foote Duc to tho
curve beling to the Loft Lo vos unaonle te gce thc cowooch:-
ias tredin nd he Jid net Lecr the wlictlcs cr the holl,
The bell on his cwr wngine veo riaging, out "o G121 act
scund als vhistle dve $o o city crlironco wlozel. proliibit..
thoe ccouading of vhretlco. Dasinonen Coechiren Lortiizr gto-
tod thet ot tince the coaduceur ¢ourins fndceroetica rolo=-
tive to the n.vereont of troing, ~nd scmetiico hoe ig wncdle
to get it, buc on trhe Jeoy of tlic ccendont o i nct lmov
vactlror or nct tho ccadueler v rny othor toqocr of obe
croy optefuc] tle cafcr.rticuae. Lo furthwey strbed tlict cle
oir brozco weore vorlinz proocrly.

Tarcron Wuils, of tic tronelcr teoin, stoted brhe
vhica Lo Jirgt cevinnt o glunpeoe of tle cupole ol thoe cpray-
cr cor toowt e ¢cor loastls  Lotent lie eollzsl Msteowyt to
the cnginenien, thin'iing it ai ht be ¢ cor on £l o gl
but wheal 1¢ oo 1% wre ou Lbe . oan drees hic eolled U0 Tl

cnginenan to "lcck ocut". Tre onulnc:rn % ¢ ooanlicd tlo
gstreaicht clir Drele out then e Lol Lo Ql;lluﬂcﬂ v lolk

cut tlie Lotter opplicd the ol Lrows 12 W1.0P,CaACY .

Crosging Momoen Wiilai~iwg, stelicacd ¢t Couacil
Stroct, luchuh cbzout 200 1cet “ege of the poiat of rcci-
dant, st-ved Lot o8 troim sccoud Mo, 06 og o od i ote
spcod g choat 6 .1les oDoer Lir. e oloe shotod Wt e
tad rratncsoced soves~l necr coliloioas ot tinas Hoint bo-

Tvocen treins rxd yora cuts oad ho!d fleooed oo of vl
n order bto pruveat ccllicicne.

Troinocster Stoncerfor 5 i -t sccoali=clrog ol
cxtre troans gere _ovoracd 07 1ule 90 ol Llheoc yorl cnines
wore rejuarceda hto ”““p SD7 T3 Uit of ficctecicse Troamg,
but vould _wve undcr ccalrel Cof1agt scocunid=clogn ol omtre

troins. Dule 92 roods ng folloned

TWaithon 7ord lndts She . winm trecln ooy Do
usced, Hrotecring o Potilv fJPuu—Ll?bB tro .

ISoeurd=closs rnd Lnu2e L 1n1g 1ust L ove
vwit! dn ord linito, preoporod Lo st unloso
tio 1 rin treck 1o sccn cr lmowm te e cleor'

Trolmeosicr Sconcealor oloce ot .l thot ,ord conductors
vigre roguire? to obtoan Irformootice rosoardan, the reve..cat
¢l tlrcuask treing; thet oboorveotioas bhal Loen oo to cs-
cortoin il the rulec vere being obo s I ouclr¢ly she

£pc & of troias Chrovga 7ox’ territory, ond thot »ale Mwe
hod nct acticed eny fle rint vielct 8ol el tollod to
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gev.rel won 1o rool sorevieo votllan i precodins 1clltiLg
Jere 18 no preocraped sooed luaat villiain yorlg, troing
beinr ro-uired tz _weve wios © ntrol, Ao to Wlco ciuvlc
cof Llve cccic on®, Teolawabor Suvincelfer soad oo CL) o2t
thinds ¢'tler U7 Ve cerevn Vg oving ot o henordous rosc
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o opoed e oacd Lt oot vocn Trne thwe choroeter of tlce
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aaty ol Wo ool ooy Lo orovide ¢h culrurennl proc ubiong
cg Lol BT o 1ocorneity toe cieBlo Lt UT S0 LUVOe 10 SIiol ,
peetzeuwlerds clonm the oxinitiag phye col colait. ng ot il
poant Liut.d o vicw te 135 fecte.

The yeord Lr-ander Trodnc leo” Mooca L o fodan., o Jwend
ubobrm cleges tredin Tirat Uoe Ou, o holy Coaductor Tlovrpo

cnl Dnginerien Cochirer ey £l D @ L2eml ecoit &7 L
leloulnd. MJ'quT, VRN SN B R S VAR RS At Y cTo;
toinansg Ul Sreoohon LoC AL tloe OGe an_ineta Gochie
r-n g1l e Tl ncb Inoo v reclier B2 czniiucter e o
Srwer L o bs crer ol Sl anol aaloroosicn ~oeat
iroH thoe v 1
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S - 1l ¢Lt, o recoerlL. Lot
Ltdtpﬂcﬂtb o b t; Py z
1

yl—

1ot G-ollron ol C:nkﬂct:: T

2
the, srecocde” cn thelr yord »970 Lo orzoevin, o oo D "T.ca
reglired o T protect tho ccclves czoanst Gecdn coccad lice L8,

a a T . _ - - - _— 1 .,
Specicl Inccructicie oo orl, vers Lrintod 1in viie Tioo LnDlo

regquiring yoird crous to coll Glo yord cxritor or ;oid-
ceoter cn ooboin adler. ~ctool TosoroLa 0 cve st of boouth
tredins Dodoro 1.0, ¢ wverrnt fro Loe port L7 oo o word
Tto ~neth.r: gncl. g:irucb cng ~ponrcatly Lot ool Jeotrryod
cith ulm TLCOSLD Cac o nit o anclulod ual the core.nt Lo
toblicy G3lc e ovoleace aadicote T tact torl coployTe o
vere 1co.dildar o1 locono ioolracoions, thoe praciice of
Lolangs belepiial o LHUul 1.8 Wi cocorsoncee It oo orainind L
nstrucu Lhng s nte sorictly cChoro tu. Cuneoicicr Tlv_pu
o1t e Sl nean v: OL“_L¢EJ aftes cticon o oonet o axn

- ' —_ - - 1 - L
110blu Loe oo vheore oo e 1 o or enocpol borr L6 thoo

J

5 yordas theot o ocree oot rtetwarel o cpecrblown Tac VLoic-
g LY troine en _orng Uoeeo oo aivision oo ?qat“\r,
21 thot e loe net beonn criticizel Jor vw'ziar _ov.own
vathout Tfiret cotoinins vhic anocrowotion. Zovrovor, Lovaug
Just .ot vhe fiwvst scoctivon of troin Tie, 3G, ond 'movon

et ¢ sceord goctbro.. o & olln opoccted, tic crog ol Lo
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troncfer tr-in cexcrcleced weod jJudgr.oat in cing out o the
deiy liae < ithout fipst Cbfoi-in, inforanl.on concoraias
the leccticn of thce sccownd gection. The arronrcrents
cvoileble Tor obteining sach iaforiicticn noy oot acve
con conveniont bulb Conducter Thorpe so heo coull hove

ugaod iz bleek teleslone ond that hed he cbtoined in-
Tormwtion corccrning the roail-coiler troar thix cecilcon
reuld ast licve cccurrced,

I

Thero is cvidfenee thet ¢ Lwoveicnt of scccni gt
afcraor clrsy freine o’ yoo0 omcincs throura Lhic jomd
g o J
3 ﬁtungug by comsidorehlc Oauudf peeause of cbc Ohyole 1
cncrecterdotace cxictia, 1a tle vicacit,. The cuoony
shonld tellc zuch ctopo ooy b pr-eticobld

s o

s o ’
ty cll incte these oxista Tecerog. T Cupony oo dre
Ty cl-wdl “\:9 CoJof1eto jPlbu'u“u . oo fulTeorzd 1 Jo-
Coanun_ anfoe wlor conecrnia;, the crrivel U7 ftroing, o

uDLTV1 1omn oy wld bo ived oo uwLber te 1asare thet e
ploycen null, ondorecteal vl ac 1o cioovetod o8 Gl P LI

1

- 3
iy to cepead upen o cucts o oLy proeligo, ool LoD oLl Ly
ri_iLily <oy nacl inoctructions ~o vy oo cotobliched in
¢ nacctr.a Lasoo rith,

Secuially sub doucT,
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