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INTERSTATE COJnnSRCE C O L U i I S S I OK 

REPORT OE TIE DIRECTOR OF TIE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING 
AN ACCIDENT Oil THE NEW YORK, CHICAGO, & ST. LOUIS RAIL*-

ROAD AT MU1JCIE, HID,, Oli AUGUST 26, 1933. 

December" 19, 1933, 

To the Commission: 

On August 26, 1933, there was a head-end collision 
between a freight train and a transfer train on the Lew 
York, Chicago & St, Louis Railroad at I'luncie, Hid., which 
resulted in the death of one employee and the Injury of 
two employees. 

Location and method of operation 

Tliis accident occurred on that part of the Sandusky 
Division of the Lake Erie & Western District extending 
between Frankfort Yard, Hid,, and South Lima, Ohio, a dis
tance of 144.4 miles. Hi the vicinity of tho point of 
accident this Is a smgle-track line over which trains 
are operated by timetable and train orders, no block-sig
nal system being In use. The Hew Castle Division crosses 
the Sandusky Division at a point about 625 feot east of the 
station ct Lluncle and yard-Unit Doards are located approxi
mately 2 miles to the east and west of the junction of 
those divisions and about 1-1/2 miles to the north and 
south thereof, flic accident occurred at a point about 
1,000 feet west of tho station; approaching this point 
from the east, the track is tangent for a distance of about 
450 feot, followed by a 2°30' curve to the right 100 feot 
in length, 450 feet of tangent track, a 6°50 ! curve to the 
right 238 feet In length, tangent tr-ack for a distance of 
120 feet, and then a 6°20 1 curve to the left 788 feet in 
length, the accident occurring on this latter curve at a 
point about 300 feet from Its eastern end. Approaching 
from tho we3t, there is a 5°30 f curve to the left 350 feet 
in length and then a tangent track for a distance of 500 
f eet, followed by the curve on I/hich the accident occurr
ed. The grade for eascbound trains for a distanco of 400 
foot to the point of accident is 0.85 percent ascending, 
and the grade for i/est-bpund trains approaching tho point 
of accident for 400 feet is 0.15 percent descending. 

A spur track parallels the main track on the south 
for almost tho entire length of ̂ th,̂  curve on which the 
accident occurred, and adjacent to the spur track is a 
low building cboat 400 foot inlerrgth. At the time of tho 
accident there were a number of high cars standing on this 
track, which, together with clio building obstructed tho 
vision approaching from cither direction to a distanco of 
cpproximatoly 165 feet. 
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Tho woathor was clear at tho time of the accident, 
which occurred about 10:25 a, m. 

Description 

Ea3t-bound second-docs train second Ho. 66, a 
rail-oiling t n i n , consisted of 1 rail oiler, 1 empty 
tank car, 2 loaded tank cars, engine 457, 1 bunk car, 
and a caboose, 3n tho order named, and was in charge of 
Conductor Ley and Engineman 31ymyer. The first car was 
of woodon construction with steel center sills, the 
second, third cntf fourth cars were of all-stool construct 
tion, and the last two cars wore of wooden construction. 
This train departed from Frankfort Yard at 7s 10 a. ±i., 
departed from Alexandria, "bio last open office, 16.2 miles 
vest of Mffinclo, at 9:29 CI p x La f 13 hours and 24 ninutos late 
on the schedule of t r a m No. 66, stopped for coal at the 
coal dock at iJuncie about 10 a. JI., and then proceeded at 
a low rate of speed, collId Jig with tho tirnsfcr train 
while traveling at a speed estimated to hxvo been between 
5 and 8 miles per hour. 

The transfer train consisted of 2̂  empty and 7 load
ed cars, hauled by engine 123, with the' air coupled, and 
was in charge of Conductor Thorpe and Enginoman Cochran. 
This train, returning fron the Chesapeake & Ohio yard to 
the west yard of tho Nickel Plate Road, stopped at the 
junction of the New' Castle and Sandusky^DIvIsions, whore 
It met train first No, 66. After tne pas aago of that 
train the transfer train proceeded through the wyo onto 
tho main line of che Sandusloy Division, stopped for the 
roar brakeman to close the wye switch, and then proceeded 
westward at an cstimetod speed cf 5 or 6 miles per hour, 
but had nearly stopped whon It collided with, train second 
No, 66. 

Engine 123 of tho transfer train telescoped the 
front end of the rail-oilor car, tho coup]or of this car 
being forced through tho door of the binoke box of the en
gine, while the roar end of this car was teloscoped by tho 
following tank car a distance of about 3 feet. The second 
and third tank cars in train second No, 66 sustained slight 
damage, but except for one pair of wheels under tho first 
tank car none of the equipment was derailed. The employee 
killed was an oiler and those injured wore the oiler fore
man and the head brUtc-man, all of whom were riding in the 
rail-oiler car. 

Summon"- of evidence 
if 

Foreman Rail Oiler Harvey, in charge of the rail-oiler, 
stated that tho head brakenian was rxding on the right sido 
of the cupola, which was located near the front end and 
was cquippod with a whistle cord and emergency valve, 
wlille he and two other employees woro at tho extreme front 



end of the car operating tl±c lovers controlling the flow 
of oil. On rounding tho curve on which tho accident 
occurred tho train traveling at r speed of about 8 
miles per hour, ,rjth the brakenan sounding the whistle 
and the on lor bell ringing. 11. firct saw the transfer 
tn.in when it i rrs about throe car lengths distant, the 
view being obscured by cars on the inside of the curve, 
and called to the others to jump, lie thought tho air 
braizes wore applied In emergency from the engine, but 
duo to the oil on the rails the wheels slid a distance 
of about ti.10 car lengths and ho did not chink there had 
been any appreciable reduction in the speed of his train 
at tho time of tho accident. Foreman 1IJ rvcy said the 
transfer tram v o not traveling very fact and he thought 
it slowed d.o\ni before xho collision occurred. He further 
stated that DO fore leaving, Frmkforx; ho had talked Tith 
tlio engineman and told, him tn r t extreme crucior ua.s 
necessary in handling the tram, due to the fact that 
the wheels i^ould alide hen applying the brakes, and ho 
said the cng±NT,meii used good judgment in stopping the 
train on route. 

Oiler Given, of t r ^ m second no, 60, ulio vrs stead
ing operating the oil imcliikie, stated that oho roil-oil^r 
car had a G L A S L front n̂dl tnat ho first sc\; B ie transfer 
train I/hen It was about one and one-half car lengths dis
tant, do estimated tne cpecd of his OIJN troiu to have 
boon about S or 7 -alios p^r hear, out did not know 
whether or not tho Lrckos wTcro applied prior to the acci
dent • 

Head Brrdkcman Cunnings, of tram second. Ko. 66, 
stated that the cupola. <.TCL practically cacloa^cl Ii glass, 
but due to the care on tho elding ho vac unable to ceo 
ahead for nor a than throe cor lengths. l'ftion he L O W the 
approaching train he g o v o 1 Lia engian^on a atop signal and 
Immediately jumped devn lo the f l c r cf the c^r, the train 
traveling about one and oi,c~haIf car lengths . fter he gave 
tao stop signal. 3rakc_m?n Cuiiuinga estimated, the speed, 
of Lis train to hove ooon 5 or 6 n u h s per hourj he did 
not kno./ wliothcr or not the - .r br k^s ,:orc ̂  opl i^d prior 
to the . ccid.cnt. Ho estimated the speed of Lkc transfer 
troin to hove been 7 or 3 xailoe per hoar. 3r~koman C mi
ming s further stoc^d that ho T O S ON cxtr: man and ah is ,;ca 
his rirsL trip on che rc.l-oilmg ti.inj Lo did H O C know 
that tho ra il-oxler cor as equipped v ith on A R A R G L N C Y air 
valve. 

Engmemcn 31ymyer, ci tram second he. 06, stctod 
that tho t r ^ m M C drifting ,t o o p ^ d of 6 or 7 rules per 
hour. He sa'T the ^tep J."go ml g i v o i i by the h a n d nmd ^ M A N 
n d m e d i a t e l y applied. L h ^ brdzoa m o.i^r^ncj, and it 
wac about this time RHU t h o s: . L ' m approaching engine, 10 
or 15 foot fron tno front of hie train. T h e brekos took 
hold, but the speed did net jlock.n heceaso of t i e feet 
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that th; 'heels si til :jJ ho 1
 L s un'hlo to opt sand on tho 

m i l s bo for O tho tr I N hue1 xxr ctlcilly stopped. Eiu:'r.o-
inan Llynyor further stated thet ho hud experienced diffi
culty lu stopping tho train ON route, due to Jh.C 'CICCLS 
sliding. 

Conductor Thorpe, O F tho transfer t m l n , st. TOD. 
thet lie was st nchhag on Lh~ front f:>Gt coord on t.n I L 0ht 
side O F tho on 05nu J I D on eraavmg . T th- junction of bl c 
How Cestlc end Scndusky Divisions, thoy n o t t m m first 
ITOI 6G end signals Wore received Indicating that . second 
section oos fo3 lovlr g. Alter L.LO presage of the first 
section, however, ho gev^ c prcco al signal raid his tve m 
ON cored the g'niclusky Division ail ' s pi" cc D i g at c 
speed of L OR 5 iiilos o i1 hi 'IR "hen ho hoard Ida vl actio 
OF C N : vrcrclun^ tr. he h' .od lately O ; V O . stop sig
nal to his :n uir^RIR, hr coo"1 led the •air brlas I N cn:r-
gency, Mid T H E tr lx. hoc. PR.CU_c:lla. stepped T H E N the 
collision occurred, w ""-J first r._ ; J O R.-vl oi"OP it 
,;os so out C"io cx.c anc-n'alf o n lengths O__stant. Li de
scribing how ho " o^ld obtain mlo-ai. TI on ciic^nin 0 tho 
og^ctol rrrl\"l of trains, Conductor Thorpe ..tried that 
•ho would. g_T el is iniom. 15 oa bolero lorvl.ig tl > 'out 
yord of DIE hickel ?l.te or. r >ute to T H O C Z~ 0 yt r d , id 
ho cc I D that It did so on T^ls- occasion bof J M departing 
rt 8:-15 o, ... A T the C c 0 ~ji rd v J could. h"v_ chr-o^n O 
switch on tho OIOP^tchor 1 c TOL^phone and thus b 'C^±C c N -
noctod I'J.th the LTick\vl JJets c"ISO tor or but 'a S . I L T^'S 
pnonc w"°s h^I^Cly over jscd I OI 1 cJling the dispatcher "aid 
tjirt 1 O could R : T obtc„N any lni\ J ^ C T^ on by IIOUNS OI tho 
telephone et tho junction unloss there vrs SO: ocno ON duty 
In the I/ist yard; thct H O h"l crLod I T rithouL succors, 
and thpt lie \,'c s governing tho movement OF hlr t m m siupTy 
b" \ard ruhr,, proccodii.g ..T. crutici, In ' subsequent 
statement,. Conductor Thorpe etc ted iorderly there \;c s on 
operator en dut} T tho west „ord but that hu° G o_rrrto? 
hod boon ro-iuvod .I-o since t'ut T.uio them had o^ ,n so 
many times -;1 on the tolophonu r'cv net rivci' d tnat ho hod 
G ottou ou c oi the lobLo of laqulr'1 ng . b a a r^pectod trcjns. 
He sold his eng in U - orhed ci ''ct'1. divisions and t ^ t ho 
'os not repaired ;o rscort^IU T >o LEA. 1bouts cf trcins 
"/hen going frou one c'ivitin to notl or, but I F ic knew 
r troin res uuo or pest duo 1 O i^ilC w n t £ r : T . ho hod 
never been disciplined CI ihich>.c F.r .-N. I;.; r ./.v^ .crt 
without t^lophoiL'^, L O R 5af 1'iirtior. it furchor ""ipor LVC 
frcra his st. aoKouit^, 1I>'OY^1', diet ho ceull COI^iunl-
cc tod 1'itl_ tic OJ rrtoj"1, loorrel an tac D IO ~>, TELLER' s OJ'.ICJ, 
by no.jis of L]"u bli cic uclophcno, thot TH J ! s P^T ce hjro hod. 
b^on ICL]c;od o:t.t before end cftor THO rcc-hnt, thst i_i~ 
ihr-iantien so cbt m o d ir, s os rilwblo .s n.' V-^i f i'-
-IV.rly obtrtn^d h'M. t'l" opcrnar ut th~ " est g?t.J end. 
thct hsd ho cbtoniod th. IXIF or -c I. cn the r cch^ut FOJLD. 
nrvc beON provontod . 

Engine-ion Coclimn, of tho trrnsfor tr. an, sto t^d T^.RT 



eft or passing through the ^rjc nc stopped, for the fl. egmen 
to close the switchesJ he received ^ proceed signal end 
was operating til- train A T a spo>. d of 5 )r 6 allies oer 
hour vhon the fir omen acid "steady 1. He applied tho 
straight air or: ko and t h m received a G U ^ p sigiiel from 
the conductor and applied the Drakes in emergency, mid ne 
se.id the train had stopped AT the "cimc of tho coll it. 3 en, 
after tr^vclin 0 a distance of about CO f c ^ t . Due to tho 
curve being to the l^FT he \ :u unaolo tc sco tic op )roecL-
ing train and he did net Lear the vListlo or the bell. 
The bell o n his own unglne wes ringmg, out ae did net 
sound nis 1 histlo due to o city ordinance t.LacL prohibited 
the sounding o f whistles. Engmenan Ccchraa forthor coa
ted that at times the cmduccar oboe ins inf emotion rela
tive to the n.vomont of trains, and scmotLns he is unable 
to get It, but; o n tho day cf the O C C I D E N T Lo _rJd net know 
unclrcr or net the conductor oi' any other ao-ucr o f oho 
crcrw obtained the information. Lc further st r ted. -che T che 
air bre_ir.es voro aorLing properly. 

Fircrra Luffy, o f the transfer train, stated bhet 
x hen L o flrct cfagLt a glimpse o f the cupola of the spray
er cor rbo'^T fc^ae cor lengths it tent he colled ''stcacy'1 to 
tho cngmmian, thinking It ailjit be a ce^ on Jif c sldmaeg, 
but ijbou L o aau; it .JCC o n the , e m trace he celJod T< the 
cngincnan to "look out". The cngmc-.en had. applied. tL~ 
straight air breko out 'Lam _Lo t<_l'" T - o E N G L I W ' \ a tr< le . j . 
out the letter e.ppl-Lod tho air bre'sx-s m ncr 0cncy. 

Crossing Llognem iiiJ lions, steirjcnod. c t Council 
Street, located about 200 n o t 7 of the peant of O C C I 
dent, stated t.̂ ot as t r a m secand J>TO. 06 pas jd. Li-i its 
spood i r"s oboat 6 .roles P O R L ir. He el_o stetod ol c T he 
had witnessed, several ne°r col JL s_oas at thus p^Int bc-
tvecn trains ai'd yore, cuts end. hod flag 0od a o ie of ilicm. 
m order to proven; collision-. 

Tremuester Stcnccifo.r s..id f r T aecmd.-cl nss end. 
c:ctrr trains acre ^ovornod by i ole 9o end thee yard on gin-
were re reared to keep efd tLo oli.o of first-cirss t " V M 3 ^ 
but 'mould neve under control ^ gemot cooxC-cLso end. erahr 
trains. Rule 9? reeds as follows: 

"LTithm yard In .Its the . i . in trick _ey be 
used, protecting oge -List fjrso-closs tr. ins. 

''Sccord-claoG ond cntro tr\ ins must ..eve 
vitd m YR rd limits, prepared t^ st a unless 
tne i a in track is scon or Icno'.ai tc clear". 

Iralnmosocr S U O N O C I F O R else at t „1 that jcrC. conductors 
1 'ore require 1 to obtain in Con.e t eon rcge.rdm 0 the mcvc.i^nt 
cf tlercagh trains; that observe enns had. bo_n i.ode tc es-
cortem if tho rules acre being obeyed., especially the 
ope d of trains throug'i yer'"1 territory, end that 1 Lilo Lo 
had net noticed any flc^ncnt ^iolc t - ians Lv. hod talked to 
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s c ^ r r l nn xn. rood, a c r v i c t o p t i o n tLo p r e c e d i n g a c n t L j 
t h e r e i s no p r e s c r i b e d s ened l n n t v i L L i n Y : r d s , treoais 
b e i n g royar l rcd t o novo undoo c r . t r o l . As t o LLc c c i v c 
o f the c e d e , i i t , T r c L m e s b o r S o a n o c l f o r so id i . d id n o t 
t l i m l : o Ltl o r of L^o e r e as \ "n . . o v i n g o t o heroerdxus robe 
c f speed1, one 10 f i t mot been f o r tLo choir, c t ^ r o f the 
r e i l - o i l o r t r o o r , c o a i i r ^ OHO n i l s t o B . s l i p p e r y , ; c 
d ic" n o t tl Inii 11 e r e L ould 1_. vo b a n : r O c c i d e n t . 

COI- o Ins i ,̂as 

T h i s O c c i d e n t ~ rcs caused B Y Lin r a l e i a ,f ti_^ 
r e i l i c n d A *p~ny t o noLe rdeoa o to a a i u ' a f.J. the s o f c 
u p o n l i o n c f cLe r U - n i n i or aa . 

J adn r a ] - 'Zo, o~~ o^ a" ^ n u.\ : . . o Jnnolv* d. L d o 
r i ^ u t t o I S O do neon t r oh a <o J c1 A ^ tLo . O O O s a t a s 
±iodie p r e p . rod. oe s t , ,o on JL ss u o a n , br-t k ' a s s e a . V,r 
LOAO OO t o bo c l c e r . d a i i t i r L J ' o re b o n o , cpo r Led c t 
l o : ; s p e e d . L _ 1 t a r , ohc r o . i l-V . i l o r t r" L • ~es d a f f o c a l t 
t o ^Lop v V n end^r si eh c ± r c a ^ b e n c o s , en'"1 i t 1 cs J ^ 
da t ; o f b l^ c . j r . i y to p r o v i d e sue 1 ! eo.d I L: e i n I p r e e u b i o U o 
os i.zrj.it bo i e c e o , n r ; , t c d i . o b l e a t t o oe . A A O i n & n a : i , 
p e r i o c u l a r !i ' I o n tho e x i o L L i g p h g o . c e l cnd.i 'c as . t o L l s 
p o i n t l i m t - d ol c v.u v t o 1 5 5 f o o t . 

Tho ^erd. t r a n s f e r t r a i n l o " boon in . : J - d i n g l o a.cab 
second, c l o s s t r o i n h i r s t h e . ho , oao b o l a Conductor Thorpe 
end. Enginorion C c c l m n i r a j f a t o SOO . n d l s e c bo o T s 
f o l l o a m g . no> o v e r , t n e y l e f e OL . f a d i n g ill a t a c o r -
t o i n m g tho v ' o i c e b o u t s oh sec ndl H O . 6 C . I J l i ^ n v o n C . c h -
ran soid . v o Lid. a c t I n c . ; \ oobLdr t o o c e n o i i c t c r or mo- o c1 

i .enber oh t_^ e re r "ad c L t o n e d m dor._e bonii at BR: i n s 
f r o n tho v e s t B O L . n s t o r t i n ^ o i t , end ; cccrddn.: bo tho 
s t a t emen t s o f L o t n Ertgi iomcn CLcLren O N D Conductor T h o r p e , 
the- proceeoled on t h e i r y ^ r d r ^ g l t s e j p c c Lii i , t< s t ' p 1 r Lcn 
r e q u i r e CI an" p r o t e c t tho v e l v e t :GEJ_nsL t r : i n second 1J _ . CS. 
S p o e i o l In s c rue t ic no f n ^ r l ; ae ro ^ n r h o ' i n rh^ a n . o L'ablc 
r e q u i r i n g y : rd c r e a s t o c o l l the y rd o p e r a t o r or y n d -
xiontor :ndl i. O T N N L A C P . o t . n i a^E:\ . . G 1 dVcaoa t o f t a o u g L 
t r e l n s B E F E R O n o a m ^ O . e v o . m t F R O N O p o r t D-f ^ o .̂ Y. rd 
t o a n o t h e r ; such ins t r u e m one p p p ^ r n i t l y Lo " J ^ V O d.ootr o"j, odl 
a i t h old. r o c o r e s end A O R O n o t i n c l u d e d n . f a 1 o n a e t t a a 
t a b l e | d n l e L i e O TOO" O N E andaleoto'l tou t ; E R H c p l o y o s 
v e r c l o a i l i a r a l L L t aono A A L R A C N A I E , tlio p r a c t i c e O F 
- o L i n g bolcphoi o I i i o u i r i o s i n oceood.enee i I L L h a o r i g i m 1 
i n s t r u e a ens : s IO~o s e r l c t l " r d h o r o t o . C o n v ' d o r Tl ^.ape 
s a i l tLo f n " - : o r I L U C . d bt" ,_A^r. D I A O e l i o o > s m t no\ 
a v a i l a b l e B O O aoo LLoro os 10 1 a^o r on EI , o i " L o . G t L o 
aosa ^ordl; t L e t ho i T o s a j t l o a u r o . to e s c o r t ; an tne \DOOI ' c -
"oou t s JF t r o i n s - i i o n L a , , oao d i v i s i o n t_ e n e t h e r , 
a id t h e t Lo Leo n o t boon c r i t x c i z c d f d i ' nohinp _ .ov , . nn t s 
v l t h a o t f i r s t c b t e i n m g ohis m _ c r _ i o t i o n . ao 1 rover , L e ^ i u g 
j u s t a.ot O H O ddirst s e c t i o n o f t r o i n L o , J 6 , and L n a ^ n ^ 
t L e t o soc^ro 1 s c c t i o , s r.oin v o p o r o t o d , the c r o e o f t L o 

http://ro.il-v.ilor
http://zrj.it


transfer t r ' m exercised usd jtulgioint m Ooi:ig jut o.i the 
nsin line \ itliout first Jots.! i lug infer.:a IJon concerning 
tho location of the second section. The strong one 11 to 
cvsilcble for obtaining sach i.ifcr.i;tio:i nay not nfvc 
boon convenient but Conductor Thorpe said ho c m i d have 
used tho block telephone and tln.t hrd ho obtained in-
fcraiation coicorning tho rril-oilcr treir tho reel le it 
vculd not hove occurred. 

There is evidence that tho novci.cn t of second r nd 
Inferior clr ss trains en''1 y nrd engines tnrougn Lhis ^ord. 
la tt ended1 by considerable dhngjp uccauso of tic physic 
cnrrscterlsties existing in tho vicinity. The coop, ny 
should tsho such stops ra nay he practicable and i p c c ^ T 
to c II ̂ nc to those ^xistm^ h^sards. Tn^ snip any -i 0 Mr 
ly should, adept a dofipjto pr • occurs h so fodn coed m So 
t n n i c u o n h r if 0 1 on concerning the arrival r trains, end 
supervision _>h uid bo gavou ^ o latter to mai'o taut ~:i-
ployoos fullj anderstrnl viae is enacted ^f bl , X -hoi 
then to . opend upon . cu-te . ̂.r pr. ntieo, r.i . u e t ur .y 
ri^idl^ <~bcy sach instructions "s re y DO V stcbl Lslnd In 
0 nnoc11 ,n ti^.'o /Itl 1. 

iioi p^c Lfully uub. -1 c tod , 

OIL L,ctn'. 

http://novci.cn

