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THE NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND ST, LOUIS
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SUMMARY ®

Date: "~ June 13, 1952

Railroad: Kew York, Chicagn and £t. Louls

Location: Mt. Cory, Ohlo

Kind of accident: Collision

Equipment involved: Frelght traln : Motor-truck

Train number: 63 :

Engine number: 720

Consist: 75 cars, caboose

Estimnted speeds: 50 m, p. h, i 35~50 m. P. N

Operations Signal irdicotions

Track: Single; tanzent; 0.30 percent
descending grade vestward

Hichway: Tangent; crosses track at angle of
47°02'; level

Weather: Clerr

Time: 12:13 p. m,

Casunlties: 1 killed; 3 injured

Couse: Motor-tryck occupyvlng rall-highway

grade crossing immediately in front .
of apnroachling traln



INTERETATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3473

II" THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICN REFORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

TEE IRV YORK, CHICAGO AND ST, LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY
August 13, 105%

Accildent near Mt, Cory, Ohlo, on June 13, 1982, caused by
a motor-truck occupylng a rall-highway grade crogsing
immedintely in front eof an approaching traln,

1
REPORT OF THE COMIIISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

Oun June 12, 1982, there was a collislon between a
rrelght traln on the New York, Chicago and St, Louils
Rollroad and a motor=-truck at a rallehighway grade crossing
near ¥t, Cory, Ohlo, which resulted in the death of the
drlver of the motor-truck, and the lnjury of three tralne
cervice employess,

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interatate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commigsion to Commissioner Patterscen for considecration and
disposition,
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Logation of Accldent and Method of Operation

Thlis accident occurred on that part of the Sandusky
Division extending between Sandusky and South Lima Yard,
Ohlo, 90,5 miles, In the vlcinity of the point of accldent
this is a single-track line, over which trains are operated
by signzl indications, The accldent occurred on the maln
track at a polnt 71.54 miles west of Sandusky and 4,736 fect
west of the west slding-switch at Mt., Cory, where the rellroad
15 crossed at grade by U, S. Highway No, 25. The track at
this noint extends from northeast to southwest, and the
highway extends practically east and west., Timetable
direcctions on the rallroad are east and west, and these
directlons are used in this report. The track 1is tangent
throughout a dlstance of more than 10 mlles immediately east
of the crossing and a considerable dilstance westward., The
grade 1s 0,30 percent descending westward at the crossing.
U. 8, Highway No, 25 intersects the railroad at an angle of
47°02', This highway 1is 20 feet in width and 1s surfaced
wlth tituminous materigl, It is tangent throughout a
considerable distunce immadistely norvth of the crossing and
curves slightly toward the enst at the crossing, The highway
la practically level in the vicinlty of the crossing. The
%rossing ig 37 feet 8 inches wide and is surfaced wlth

imbers.

A circular rallroad-crossing advance-worning sign 2
feet © inches In dlameter 1s located to the right of the
direction of south-bound highway traffic, 16 feet 5 lnches
west of the center-line of the highway and 435 feet north of
the crossing. Thls sipgn is mounted on a mast 3 feet 4 inches
above the level of the highway and bears two diagonal linss
intersecting at right angles and the letters "RR" in black
on a yellow backeround, A gtandard cross-buck railroad-
crossing cign 18 located to the right of the directlion of
south=bound traffic, 21 feet west of the center-line of the
highway and 15 feet north of the center-line of the track,
This slgn is mounted on a mast 11 feet 3 inches above the
level of the highway and becrs the words YRAILROAD CROSSING"
in black on a white backyground, A horizontnl bar 1ls mounted
on the same mast 7 fect 10 inches above the level of the
highway, A hooded red 1lpght 8-3/4 inches in diameter 1s
attached to each end of this bar, The warning aspect is
dlsplayed by the alteornate illumination or the lights at the
rate of 39 times per minute. A rectongular sign 22-1/2 inclhes
high and 25~1/2 inches long 1s mounted on the mast 4 fect 9
incnes above the level of the highway. This sign bears the
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words "STOP ON RED 3I3MAL. A gdmilor ralliread-cros ing

8ien for varning the drivers of north-bound venlclaes ic
located in the southencst angle of the intersection., The
control circuits are sc a““anged that both slgnals
avtenotienlly dlsplay werning aspects when o wes t-bound
train is orccuryine any vortion of the maln track thicupront
a ¢istaane of 2,050 feet Lumedlately east of the cronsing.
A crogsiam~whlstle sign for west-bound trains i:s located
1,350 feet east of tiie crossing.

This carrier's oreroving rules read In part as fcllows:
14, VOEANE b % o YWPTIZTLE STGMALS,
Mote.~ Ths «i-nals noesseribed ars illuctrated by Yol
Tor ciort scuads; " " “or loncer soundg, * ¥ #

SOULD ANDIC.LTION

[y

Moprosching puo"ile cocacines ot
srod e, Uo D o rolonnad or
vercatec vt o crneclas Ly
reserad,

LU

30, The zngine bell must e run~ * % % o0 e
- - - T,
aaproocLing and »agsing public croscians a7’ ooade *o# #
Seetlicu 307 -80 of the motor vuekbicle laws o Ohlo o838
o pors or oLty
ilc movesn choll Crive a velilele rernss a 1 2prond
Trsslng vhens

o) A ie~ply waiciple electric ni mechonical
c Sives vernling of the imredionc appioach o
)

Tae roxinvm suthorized sreed for freizht traing 1s €0
mnileg »nr bhour,
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Description of Accident

No. 63, a west-bound third-class freight traln, consisted
of envine 720, a 2-8-4 type, 75 cars and a caboose., This traln
passcé the west siding-swltch at Mt. Cory at 12:12 p. m,,
according to the traingraph of the trafflc-control machinc,
and whilc 1t was moving at a speed of 50 miles per hour 1t
struck a motor-truck at a rall-hichwey grade crossing located
4,756 fect west of the west siding-swltch at Mt. Cory,

The vehicle involved was a tractor and a semi-trailer.
The tractor was owned by the driver, Charles T. Clingan, of
Cleveland, Ohio. The owner, who was the sole occupant, held
Ohlo oper~tor's license No, P49680. The tractor was a 1951
model G-cylinder Ford and was equlpped wlth an enclocsed cab,
It hore Ohio license No, 6-G-644, The seml-traller was a
1950 model open box Gramm, It bore Missourl license No,
1-002, The total length of the tractor and the semi-trailer,
coupled, 'as 40 feet., At the time of the accident both the
tractor and the semi-traller were leased to the Summit Past
Freight Company of Akron, Ohlo. The cargo conslsted of
merchondise, This vehicle was moving southward on U, S,
Highwey No. 25 at a speed of between 35 and 50 miles pec hour
whenn 1t cntered upon the crossing and was struck by No., 83.

The engine and tender and the first 27 cars of No. 63
were derniled. The engine storped upright and approximntely
in line vith the track, The front end was 630 feet west of
the crossing. The tender stopped at the rear of the engine
and approximately in line with the track. It leaned to the
north at an angle of about 45 degrees. Both the engine and
the tender were somewhat damaoged, The dersiled cars stopped
in various positions on or near the track. Twelve of the
deralled cars were destroyed, 14 were bndly damaged, and 1
wag slishtly damaged,

The tractor was moved westward to the point at which the
enginc stopped, It was destroyed by fire, The seml-trailer
stopned about 30 feet west of the highway and 10 feet north of
the trock, It was demollshed,

The engineer, the fireman, and the front brakeman of Yo,
. 63 vere injured,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 12:13 p., m,
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During the 30-day nerlod precedins the day of the
accldent, the averege dally movement over the crossing was
£.,88 troins., Durling the 24-hour perlod beginning at 12:01
A, Me, June P2, 1952, 2,732 automobiles, 1,345 trucks, <0
buces, and 17 other vehlicles possed over the crossing,

Discussion

As No., 63 was approaching the crossing where the accident
occurred the spead was 50 miles per hour, as indicated by the
tape 0° the speed recording device, Thc enpinemen and the
Tront bLrokeman were malrtqin*ng a2 lookout aheed from their
recgpective positionc in the cab of the engine., The coaductor
and the flnfman were in the cabonsge. The brakes of tnls tia
had be:n tcstbd and had functioned properly when used an route.
The ﬁnginc bell was ringlng. The cnglinesr saild that he begsan
to sound the grade-croseing whistle sicual when the engine
was in ihe vicinity of the crossing-whistle sign., Several
secondas loter he observed the motor—truck moving southwnrd
on the nighuny. The usotor-tiruck appeared to be approxirctesly
the gsane dlstancv from the croscing as the trailn and to be
moving ot approximetely the same speed as the train, The
motor=trucs continued to move townrd thc crossing wlthout a
reductlon in speed, and the engineer sounded 2 series of short
blasts on the whistle in an effort to attract the driver!s
auLquion. When the gngineer became aware that the motor=truck
wonld not stop short of the crossing he placed the brake valve
in cmeorrency position and closed the throttle. The collislon
occurred berore the spced of the train wes reduced. Thne
Tireman and the front brakemen could not see the motor-truck
from their positions on the left side of the cob.

After the motor-iruck reachad a point 600 feet north of
the crogsing, the driver covld have odtalned a view of the
approachlng train at any noint unroughout a distance of 1,500
feect immediately east of the crossing The driver was killed
in tie acecident, ond no informntion d" to his familiarity with
the cvcsslng was obtained, Twvo witnesses to the accident wiwo
vers in an automobile moving southword on the highway behind
the motor=truck said they thought thae motor-truck approached
the crocsing at a sneed of about &5 mlles per hour, They also
sald tlat the plaqling-l gnt warning sipgnal on tiie rallroad-
crogsing sign in the northwest angle of the intersection wacs
not in oneration s the train approached Annther wltness to
the rccident who was approoching the crossing from the south
sald thot the flashine-licht warning signal on the sign in the
southcast angle of thie intorsectlon was operating properly.
Thils signal could not be ssen from a vehicle gpproaching from
the north, The sign in the northwest angle of the interscctlion
wasg knocked down and the lres loading to the flashing-1isht

‘*.
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warning signal on thils slpgn were broken during the collislion,
The warning signnl on the sign in the southenst angle of the
interscction was in operation after the accldent occurred, and
1% continued to operate untll the rear end of the train ias
removed, Inspectlon and teste of the undamaged portion of the
sipgnol equipment was begun Wy the sighel malntenance foreman
of the carrier about 2 hours 40 minuytes after the accident
occurved, No defective conditlion was found, The rear end of
the train had not been removsd when the inspection was be~un,
and the positions of the controlling relays at that time
indlcated that both flashing-light werning signals should

have becn in operation from the time No, €3 entered the
approach circuit until the accident occurrcd.

Causge
It 1a found that thls nccldent wns caused by o5 mosor-truck
occunying o rall-highway grade croesling immediately in front of
an approacaning train,

Dated ot Washington, D, C., thig thirteenth
day of Augzust, 1952,

By the Comunigsion, Commissloner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Sceretary.



