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SUMMARY 

Date: 
Railroad: 
Location: 
Kind of accident: 
Equipment involved: 
Train number: 
Engine number: 
Consist: 
Estimated speeds: 
Operation: 
Track: 

Highway: 

Weather: 
Time: 
Casualties: 
Cause: 

June 15, 1952 
New York, Chicago and St. Louis 
Mt. Cory, Ohio 
Collision 
Freight train 
63 

720 
75 cars, caboose 
50 m. p. h. 
Signal Indications 

Mo tor-truck 

35-50 m. p . h. 

Single; tangent; 0.30 percent 
descending grade westward 

Tangent; crosses track at angle of 
47°02' ; level 
Clear 
12:13 p. m. 
1 killed; 3 Injured 
Motor-truck occupying rail-highway 
grade crossing immediately In front 
of aporoaching train 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3473 
IN THE MATTER OP MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
THE I I L r YORK, CHICAGO AND ST. LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY 

August 13, 1932 

Accident near Mt, Cory, Ohio, on June 13, 1952, caused by 
a mo tor-*truck occupying a rail-highway grade crossing 
immediately in front of an approaching train. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Commissioner: 
On June 13, 1952, there was a collision between a 

freight train on the New York, Chicago and St. Louis 
Railroad and a mo tor-truck at a rnIl«*highway grade crossing 
near Mt, Cory, Ohio, which resulted in the death of the 
driver of the motor-truck, and the injury of three train-
service employees. 
1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
disposition. 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t a n d M e t h o d o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e S a n d u s k y 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n S a n d u s k y a n d S o u t h L i m a Y a r d , 
O h i o , 9 0 . 5 m i l e s / I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
b y s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s . T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h e m a i n 
t r a c k a t a p o i n t 7 1 . 5 4 m i l e s w e s t o f S a n d u s k y a n d 4 , 7 3 6 f e e t 
w e s t o f t h e w e s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t M t . C o r y , w h e r e t h e r a i l r o a d 
i s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e b y ' U , S . H i g h w a y N o . 2 5 . T h e t r a c k a t 
t h i s p o i n t e x t e n d s f r o m n o r t h e a s t t o s o u t h w e s t , a n d t h e 
h i g h w a y e x t e n d s p r a c t i c a l l y e a s t a n d w e s t . T i m e t a b l e 
d i r e c t i o n s o n t h e r a i l r o a d a r e e a s t a n d w e s t , a n d t h e s e 
d i r e c t i o n s a r e u s e d i n t h i s r e p o r t . T h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t 
t h r o u g h o u t a d i s t a n c e o f m o r e t h a n 1 0 m i l e s i m m e d i a t e l y e a s t 
o f t h e c r o s s i n g a n d a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e w e s t w a r d . T h e 
g r a d e i s 0 , 5 0 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g w e s t w a r d a t t h e c r o s s i n g . 
U , S . H i g h w a y N o , 2 5 i n t e r s e c t s t h e r a i l r o a d a t a n a n g l e o f 
4 7 ° 0 2 ' . T h i s h i g h w a y i s 2 0 f e e t i n w i d t h a n d i s s u r f a c e d 
w i t h b i t u m i n o u s m a t e r i a l . I t i s t a n g e n t t h r o u g h o u t a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f t h e c r o s s i n g a n d 
c u r v e s s l i g h t l y t o w a r d t h e e a s t a t t h e c r o s s i n g . T h e h i g h w a y 
i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e c r o s s i n g . T h e 
c r o s s i n g i s 3 7 f e e t 8 i n c h e s w i d e a n d i s s u r f a c e d w i t h 
t i m b e r s . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g a d v a n c e - w a r n i n g s i g n 2 
f e e t 6 i n c h e s i n d i a m e t e r i s l o c a t e d t o t h e r i g h t o f t h e 
d i r e c t i o n o f s o u t h - b o u n d h i g h w a y t r a f f i c , 1 6 f e e t 5 I n c h e s 
w e s t o f t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f t h e h i g h w a y a n d 4 3 5 f e e t n o r t h o f 
t h e c r o s s i n g . T h i s s i g n I s m o u n t e d o n a m a s t 3 f e e t 4 i n c h e s 
a b o v e t h e l e v e l o f t h e h i g h w a y a n d b e a r s t w o d i a g o n a l l i n e s 
i n t e r s e c t i n g a t r i g h t a n g l e s a n d t h e l e t t e r s " R R " i n b l a c k 
o n a y e l l o w b a c k g r o u n d , A s t a n d a r d c r o s s - b u c k r a i l r o a d -
c r o s s i n g s i g n i s l o c a t e d t o t h e r i g h t o f t h e d i r e c t i o n o f 
s o u t h - b o u n d t r a f f i c , 2 1 f e e t w e s t o f t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f t h e 
h i g h w a y a n d 1 5 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f t h e t r a c k . 
T h i s s i g n i s m o u n t e d o n a m a s t 1 1 f e e t 3 I n c h e s a b o v e t h e 
l e v e l o f t h e h i g h w a y a n d b e a r s t h e w o r d s " R A I L R O A D C R O S S I N G " 
i n b l a c k o n a w h i t e b a c k g r o u n d , A h o r i z o n t a l b a r I s m o u n t e d 
o n t h e s a m e m a s t 7 f e e t 1 0 I n c h e s a b o v e t h e l e v e l o f t h e 
h i g h w a y , A h o o d e d r e d l i g h t 8 - 3 / 4 i n c h e s i n d i a m e t e r i s 
a t t a c h e d t o e a c h e n d o f t h i s b a r . T h e w a r n i n g a s p e c t i s 
d i s p l a y e d b y t h e a l t e r n a t e i l l u m i n a t i o n o f t h e l i g h t s a t t h e 
r a t e o f 3 9 t i m e s p e r m i n u t e . A r e c t a n g u l a r s i g n 2 2 - 1 / 2 i n c h e s 
h i g h a n d 2 5 - 1 / 2 I n c h e s l o n g I s m o u n t e d ~ o n t h e m a s t 4 f e e t 9 
I n c h e s a b o v e t h e l e v e l o f t h e h i g h w a y . T h i s s i g n b e a r s t h e 



words "STOP OK RED 3IGML." A similar raili-oa.d«cros Ing 
sign for warning the drivers of north-bound vehicles lc 
located, in "chc southeast angle of the intersection. The 
control circuits are so arranged that both signals 
autocratically display warning aspects when r. west-bound 
train is occupying any portion of the main track througvout 
a distance of 2,£50 feet immediately east of th^ crossings 
A crossing-whistle sign for we3t-bound trains is located 
1,520 feet east of the crossing. 

This carrier's op pro ring rules read in part as fellows t 

14, Eê.iKE * * VFIS^LE STC-FALS. 
ITote,- "be «x;nals pee,scribed are illustrated by "o" 

for short sounds; 11 11 for longer sounds, tt * * 

SOUND INDIC.iTTON 
to to ft 
(l) , o Appi'oa chi ng pun/'Ic crcsc" ngs p-race, To h s i r o h: need or 

vepa.t,HO u11"' 1 c v o i r inr- It. 
re; .cLed, 

* to to 

30, The sng3 no bell must be run0* * * * vb'le 
approaching anu passing public crossings aJ g-ade * * ':> 

Sect: <:u 0307-30 of the motor vehicle laws of Ohio r°;ds 
in par t a a f o I 1 ̂  g~: 

I'c ~'G"itcii shall drive a vehicle across a railroad 
grade cr-i,<a-i::g r^en; 

(a) a. clearly I'yTole electric or mechc-nleal signal 
device gives vcrning of the Inmed,!av appioacn of •<.. 
train; 

to to to 

The r-'Tlmum authorized speed for freight trains is CO 
miles per hour. 
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Description of Accident 
No. 63, a west-bound third-class freight train, consisted 

of engine 720, a 2-8-4 type, 75 cars and a caboose. This train 
passed the west siding-switch at Mt. Cory at 12:12 p. m., 
according to the traingraph of the traffic-control machine, 
and while it was moving at a speed of 50 miles per hour it 
struck a mo tor-truck at a rail-highway grade crossing located 
4,736 feet west of the west siding-switch at Mt. Cory, 

The vehicle involved was a tractor and a semi-trailer. 
The tractor was owned by the driver, Charles T. Clingan, of 
Cleveland, Ohio. The owner, who was the sole occupant, held 
Ohio operator's license No. P49680. The tractor was a 1951 
model G—cylinder Ford and XIRAS equipped with an enclosed cab. 
It bore Ohio license No. 6-G-644. The semi-trailer was a 
1950 model open box Gramm. It bore Missouri license No. 
1-002, The total length of the tractor and the semi-trailer, 
coupled, was 40 feet. At the time of the accident both the 
tractor and the semi-trailer were leased to the Summit Past 
Freight Company of Akron, Ohio. The cargo consisted of 
merchandise. This vehicle was moving southward on U. S. 
Highway No. 25 at a speed of between 35 and 50 miles per hour 
when It entered upon the crossing and was struck by No. 63. 

Tho engine and tender and the first 27 cars of No. 63 
were derailed. The engine stopped upright and approximately 
in line with the track^ The front end was 630 feet west of 
the crossing. The tender stopped at the rear of the engine 
and approximately in line with the track. It leaned to the 
north at an angle of about 45 degrees. Both the engine and 
the tender were somewhat damaged. The derailed cars stopped 
in various positions on or near the track. Twelve of the 
derailed cars were destroyed, 14 î rere badly damaged, and 1 
was slightly damaged. 

The tractor was moved westward to the point at which the 
engine stopped. It was destroyed by fire. The semi-trailer 
stopped about 30 feet west of the highway and 10 feet north of 
the track. It was demolished. 

The engineer, the fireman, and the front brakeman of No, 
63 were injured. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which 
occurred about 12:13 p. m. 
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During- the 30-day period preceding the day of the 
accident, the average daily movement over the crossing was 
15.83 trains. During the 24-hour period beginning at 12:01 
a. m,, June 22, 1952, 2,739 automobiles, 1,545 trucks, 20 
buses, and 15 other vehicles passed over the crossing. 

Discussion 
As Ho, 63 was approaching the crossing where the accident 

occurred the speed was 50 miles per hour, as indicated by the 
tape o? the speed recording device. The englnemen and the 
front brakeman were maintaining a lookout ahead from their 
respective positions In the cab of the engine. The conductor 
and tho flagman were in the caboose. The brakes of this train-
had be in tested and had functioned properly when used en route. 
The engine boll -was ringing. The engineer said that he began 
to sound the grade-crossing whistle signal when the engine 
was in the vicinity of the crossing-itfiistle sign. Several 
seconds later he observed the mo tor-truck moving southward 
on the highway. The mo tor-truck appeared to be~approximately 
the same distance from the crossing as the train and to be 
moving at approximately the same speed as the train. The 
motor-truck continued to move toward the crossing without a 
reduction in speed, and the engineer sounded a series of short 
blasts on the whistle in an effort to attract the driver's 
attention. When the engineer became aware that the mo tor-truck 
would not stop short of the crossing he placed the brake valve 
in emergency position and closed the throttle. The collision 
occurred before the speed of the train was reduced. The 
fireman and the front brakeman could not see the motor-truck 
from their positions on the left side of the cob. 

After the motor-truck reached a point 600 feet north of 
thr crossing, the driver could have obtained a view of the 
approaching train at any point throughout a distance of 1,500 
feet immediately east of the crossing. The driver was killed 
in the accident, and no information as to his familiarity with 
the crossing was obtained. Two witnesses to the accident who 
were in an automobile moving southward on the highway behind 
the motor—truck said they thought tho motor-truck approached 
the crossing at a speed of about 35 miles per hour. They also 
said that the flashing-light warning signal on the railroad-
crossing sign in the northwest angle of the intersection xrac 
not In operation as the train approached. Another witness to 
the r ccident who was approaching the crossing from the south-
said that the flashing-light warning signal on the sign in the 
southeast angle of the intersection was operating properly. 
This signal could not be seen from a vehicle approaching from 
the north. The sign in the northwest angle of the intersection 
was knocked down and the wires leading to the flashing-light 
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warning signal on this sign were broken during the collision. 
The warning signal on the sign in the southeast angle of the 
intersection was in operation after the accident occurred, and 
it continued to operate until the rear end of the train ran 
removed. Inspection and tests of the undamaged portion of the 
signal equipment was begun \$f tha »ignrl maintenance foreman 
of the carrier about 2 hours 45 fiiimjtes after the accident 
occurred. No defective condition waB found. The rear end of 
the train had not been removed when the inspection was begun, 
and the positions of the controlling relays at that time 
indicated that both flashing-light warning signals should 
have been in operation from the time No. 63 entered the 
approach circuit until the accident occurred. 

Cause 
It is found that this accident was caused by a motor-truck 

occupying a rail-highway grade crossing immediately in front of 
an approaching train. 

Dated at Washington, D. C., this thirteenth 
day of August, 1952. 
By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson, 

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL, 

Secretary. 


