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INTERSTATE COMMERGE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACOIDENT ON THE NEW YORK, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD
VEAR EAST LYNK, ILL,, ON MAY 11, 1933.

July 20, 1933.

To the Commission:

On May 11, 1933, there wae a derailment of a freight train
on the New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad near East Lynn,
I1l., which resulted in the death of 1 employee and the injury
of 1 employee.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Peoria Division of the Lake
Erie & Western District, extending between Rankin Yard, Ill.,
and Tipton, Ind., a distance of 104.3 miles; in the vicinidy
of the point of accident this 1s a single-track line over which
trains are operated by time-table, train orders, and a manual
block-signal system. The accident occurred at a point about
210 feet west of bridge no. 767, which 1s located a few feet
west of the west switch of the passing track at East Lynn;
approaching thig point from the west, the track 1s tangent
for more than 2 miles. The grade for easit-bound trains is
descending with a maximum of Q.6 percent for more than 4,000
feet to within about 235 feet of bridge no. 767; 1t 1s level
acrosg the bridge and then 1s slightly ascending.

The track at the point of accident is on a firll about
8 feet in height; 1%t 1e laid with S0-pound rails 39 fect 1in
length, with an average of 24 ties to the rail length, single~
spiked, ballasted with washed gravel to a dopth of 10 inches,
and is wcll maintained,

Bridge no. 767 1s a triple-arch concrete bridge about 40
feet in length, epanning Fountain Creek; 1t was built in 1896,
The water flows under the bridge from south to north and the
shallow ptream 1s about 25 feet 1n width; the opening under the
arches 1s 7 or 8 feet 1in height,

It was raining at the time of the accidont, which occurred
about 3:40 a.n,
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Description

East~bound freighi train no. 66 coneisted of a steel~
underframe rider caboose coupled next to the englne, 33 cars,
and another caboose at the rear of the train, hauled by
engine 596, and was 1in chargic of Conductor Porc and Engincman
Perry, This train left Rankin Yard, the last open office, 4.2
miles west of East Lynn, at 3:30 a.m., according to the train
shect, 8 hours late, and vas derailed by a washout just west
of bridge no. 767 while traveliag at a speed cstimated to have
becn between 8 and 15 miles per hour.

Engine 596, 1te tender, the rider caboose, and the first
51x care 1n the train were derailled. The engine and tender
stopped on their right sides at the base of the fill and south
of the track, the front end of the engine being about 115 feet
west of the bridge; the rider caboose was acroeg and a’ right
angles to the track, opposite the tender, with 1ts super-
gtructure practically demolighed, all six of the derailed froight
cars were overturned and badly damagcd. The emplovee killed
was the head brakeman, vho was in the ridor caboosc; the
employec injured was the engineman.

Summary of evidence

Engineman Perry stated that a megsage wasg Treceived at
Bankin Yawd ingtructing him tec run carefully at a-l water
ways where high water might be expected account of hard rain.
Arter departing from that point he sawv a great deal of water,
not close to the track, but out in the field, and 1t was
raining hard. Two brake applications had been made en route,
and he had just released a third application vhen the track
seerled to give way on hig side and the engine went down and over.
Engineman Perry said that at no time was the specd of hig train
morce than 20 miles per hour and he cstimated 1t to have becn
about 13 or 15 miles per hour when the accident occurred. The
headlight was burning brightly, and wvhen approaching bridge ne.
767 he was looking ahead and had seen a lighted red lantern
apparently on a motor car standing on the Track near the station
at East Lynn; he dicd not see any water running over the track
at the point where the washout occurred and wac not expecting
to find high vater there, saying that he had been running over
thie territory for the past 33 yeare and never before had
trouble been experlenced at this location from washouts, although
trouble had previocusly occurrecd east of the station.

Fireman Goar had been kooping a sharp lookout from the left
gide but had not seen any water over the rails, and he¢ did not
know there was anything wrong until the accldent cccurred.
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Conductor Pore and Flagman Ellis were raxding 1n the @aboose f
at the rear of the train; they had looked out en route, but
had not seen any water over the track and were unaware of any-
thing wrong until the accident occurred. Conductor Pore went
forward on the north side of the track and did not find any
water near the ties on that side. The first car that was not .
derailed was a car of stock and the water was between the de-
ralled cars and the stock cars, with the roadbed st1ll being
washed cut. On refurning to that point shortly afterward he
found the roadbed washed out under the trucks of the stock car
and the car was sebttling Conductor Pore .had been in the
service for 36 years, and had never experienced trouble from
washouts at this location, although he was expecting to fiad
trouble east of East Lynn.
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Digpatcher Brown stated thet he came on duty at midnight
and was 1nformed by Dispatcher Scott, whom he relieved, that
tnere had been heavy rains over the entire division and that
the night chief digpatcher had ordersd section crews to patrol
the track. At 2:30 a.m. Dispatcher Brown 1issued the message to
the crew of train no. 66 as previouslyltentioned. Theoffice
at East Lynn was closed, 1t being only a day office; however,
at about 3:17 or 3:18 a.m. the dispatcher received a report
from Section Foreman Sills at Egst Lynn to the effect that
there was high water east of East Lynn, the water being over
the ties but not running over the track; the section foreman
had instructions to patrol the track from Hoopeetor to Rankin
Yard, a distance of 11.3 miles, and the dispatcher told him
that train no. 66 would @cpart from Rankin Yard in about 12
or 15 minutes,

Section Foreman Sills stated that he was called out to
patrol the track about 1:30 a.m. and that his section crew as
assenbled at Hoopeston; he received inetructions to patrol the
track wrestward to Rankin Yard. About 2:15 a.m. he started
westward from Hoopeston on the section motor car with three
section men and patrolled the track to East Lynn; 1t was rain-
ing hard. On arraival at East Lynn he left the motor car stand-~
img 1in front of the station cn the main track while he
telephoned the dispatcher, about 3:15 or 3:18 a.m.,and told
hiin that there was high water about 1 mile eagt of East Lynn,
The dispatcher i1aformeé him that %rain no. 86 would depart
from Rankin Yard in about 12 or 15 minutes. Section Foreman
S8ills had already secn the Feflection from the headlaght of the
engine of train no. 66, but he could not tell whether the 't:f-a,l.
was roving or standing, and after talking with the dispatcher
and then calling the section foreman at East Lynn in order to
have him look out for the high water east of that point, he
started walking west, in order to flag train no. 66, but after
proceediag about 500 or 600 feet he saw the engine 20 into the
waghout wyest of bridge no. 767. When he reached the scene of
the accident he saw that the roadbed was washed out from under
the ties and the track wae swinging; the water appeared tc be
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receding at this time, Section Foreman Sills, further stated that
his own section extended from a point abcut £ mile west of
Hoopeston ecstward to Cheneyville, 4,5 miles east of Hoopeston;
he was not familiar with the east end of the section where the
yashout aceurred and had intended to have the dispatcher hold
train no. 66 until he could reach Rankin Yard, but the storm was
bad add he could not understand the dispatcher very well on the
telephone, so he got another man to listen and thercby undersfocd
a fey words of what the dispatcher scid. The section forenan
said that 1f he haod not seen the reflection from the headlight
oftrain no., 66 he would have continued west of East Lynn, bub ..
he did not know where the motor car set-offs were located and
did not want to run hig rmen into danger.

Roadnaster Gard stated that he was hone at Paxton, located
11l niles west of Rankin Yard, during the night of the storm and
that obout 11:15 p.r., he telephoned the operator at that point and
inquired as to storm conditions; he was informed that therc were
reporte of a severe storrn, oand section ren were colled ocut to
patrel the trock. Roadnaster Gard ondeavored to telephone the
scction foreron at East Lynn, but the lightening was bad and he
could not corpplete the call; he called the operator at Ronkin
Yard and told him to corrmnicate with the section forenan ot East
Lyna, but that operator did ncot succeed in getting in touch with
him either. Roadrmagter Gard called the operator at Hocpeston
about 1:20 a.i1. and told him to notify Section Foreman Sills to
patrol the track westward fron that poirat te Rankin Yard. Road-
naster Gard arrived at the scene of the accident about 4 hours
after 1ts occurrence and found the roadbed had gone corpletely,
while tnere was ancther washout on the eost side of the bridge.
He so1d that the storm was heavy and thot considercble debris,
1ncluding rubbash and corn stolks, had washed down and probobly
clogged the opening on the south gide of the bridge, causing the
water to rise 9 or 10 feet above normal and wash out the road-
bed tc a depth of 30 inches below the base of the rail. Road-
naster Goard scid that he had not anticipated trouble fronm washe
cuts at this location.

The last train which paesed over the point where the accident
occurrced was west-bound freight train no. 83, which passed about
4 hours prior to the accident, but nothing unusunl was Treported
by ralbers cf the crew of that train,

Conclusions
This accident wos caused by a washout.

The 1ndicaticns were that an unusually heavy storn occurrcd
a short tine before the accident and washed down dcebris to such an
extent that 1t clogged the opening on the scuth side of bridge
no, 767, with the result that the water scourcd cut the roadbed
west of the bridge ond caused the derailnent. Apparently thce rails
and ties were in place, with the roadbed washed ocut fron under
ther, with the result that the engine crew had no warning of
inpending dangor.
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The roadmaster had not been able to communicate with the
gectlon foreman at East Lynn and had instructed the section
foreman at Hoopeston to patrol the track through East Lynn fo
Rankin Yard, This latter forenan had rcached East Lynn, had .
talked mith the dispatcher abcut a dangeorous condition gast of
that point, had galled the Fast Lymforcman for the purpose of
telling him what had boen found, and could sec the headlight
of train no. 66, He did not know whether the train wase
starding or moving, and did not know the condition of the track
botween the East Lynn station and the train; he started walking
toward the trailn, leaving his section motor car and men at
East Lynn gtation, but had gone only a short distance when he
gay the train go into thc washout. Many of the employees in-
volved were men of long expericnce in this territory, but none
of then remerbered having had any troublo due to high water
at this point,

Regpectfully subnitted,

W. P. BORLAND,

Director,.



