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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Train iuvolved:
Engine number:
Consiact:

Speeds

Traclk:

Weather:
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New York, Chicogo & St. Lou
September 11, 1936,
Chicago, I11,

Collision

No., 86 : cut of cars
709
Engine 2nd cakoose @ 15 cars

(e8]

-10 m.p.h, : stancing
Tangent; 0.2 percent ascending grade
Clear and dark

12:28 a.m,

3 killed

Tailure of members of traln crew
riding on front platform of caboosge

to maintain a proper lookout whilie
noving on yard track,
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October 9, 1536,

To the Jommisasion:

Cn September 11, 18936, there w7as a collision between an
enzine slioving a caboose ard a cut of standing cars on the New
York, Chicago & St., Louilgs Raillroad ot Chilcago, Il1l., which re-
sulted in the death of tbree employees,

Locatlion and methnd of operation

Thigs accident occurred in the Columet Yard on the Chlcago
Divigion, the yard extonding betweon 10lst and 110th Strects,
Movementis are governed by spacial irstructions con%ained in the
timetable which provides that all except flrst-class trains must
approach and pass through yard limits under full control. Calumet
Yard concists chiefly ol 21 tangent tracks, numbered congecutively
from north to south and ranging from 3,000 to 4,500 feet in
length, The accident occurrcd on track 17 at a point 1,088 lect
west of the east switch. From the center of the yard the grace
is 0.2 percent agcending to the lead track at each end of the yard,
and wag 0.2 percent ascending for east-bound movements at the
point of accident,

At night the yard is lighted with flood lights located atv
each end of the yard. There are two of these lights on a pole,
spaced 4 feet apart snd 61 fcet above the rails, direcctly ia

line with track 14, near the routh lead at the cast end of the
Yarc and s single light is located 60 Teet above the rails and
directly in line with track 8, at the cast end of %he noith lcad,
approxiuately 275 feet cact of the double lights,

The weather was clcar and it wag dark at the time of the
accident, which occurred at 12:28 a.m,

Dzscription

Train No, 55, consisting of engine 709 and caboosge, in
charge of Conductor Brown and Engincman Conwny, departed from
Stoney Island, about 1% milcs from Calumet Yard, shortly alter
midnight, c¢n routec to Calumet Yard where carg for the train were
to be picked up. The enginc, headed east and choving the
caboose, proceeded eastward on the running tracks between thoe two
yards, stopped at the yard office at the west end of Calumet Yard,
and arter the crew had rcceived instructiong from the yardmasier
to proceed on track 17, the train centerea that track and at a
point 1,088 feet from the cast svitch collided with the cars that
were to make up thelr train, while traveling et a spced estinated
to havc been between 8 and 10 miles per hour,
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The eact or front end of the caboose platform was crushed
and rested on the trucks with she draw bar about 2 inches above
the sround, whilc the rear end uasg ralsed and resfted on the pilo‘
beam of the engine, with the coupler inecide the sroks box. The
4.9,

employees killed werc the hicad b akceman, midcdle bhrakeman ond The
Tlagman, who were on %the leadins platform of the cahoose.

Summary of evidence

Engineman Convay stased that on arriving as the wist end of
Calumet Yard, Conductor Brown and Br-ikeman Arney weat into the
yard office. When Brekeman Arney came oub he cslled "track 17
as ne walked tovsrd tre Iront end of the caboose, Tl.e train then
continued and cntercd track 17, proceeding at a gpeed of about 8
miles vner hour., Engineman Convay was leaning out of the 7indow
on the right side and could gec a lantern on the frout end of the
caboose but did not receive any sicgnals unvil Juast before the
collision, when the lentern was raised slightly, which he took
to be a sliow signal. He opplied the independent brrke and the
collision followed, hut he cid not think that the speed nhad been
reduced at the time of the collicion. He gnid that the Tlood
lighte did not interlfere with his vision in any way and that the
alr brake wvas in operation on The cahoose,

Firemnan Holden stated that on entering tirack 17 he saw the
cars ahead on that crack but he did not renember of saying any-
thing to the engineman about them. He had just looked ahcad and
was about to tell the engineann that the cars were about 15 carg
lengths away when the collision occurred. Ee estimated tae speed
to have been 9 or 10 miles per kour,

Concductor Brown stated tiint he remained at the yard office
walting for the bills., When he went down in the yard he Tound
that his caboose had collided wvith the cars that were to make up
his train,

Clerk Clexton, on duty at the vard office at the west end
of the Calumet Yard, staved that the information he reczived from
Assistont Yardmaster Burbach was: "o, 56, track 17, cabooge aud
all", On the arrival of the cngine and cabooce of this train
the coaductor and two brakemen came into the o fice and he in-
formed them they were o proceed on track 17, and he said nothin‘
wvith refercnce to the cars that w-orc to neke up their train,

Assistant Yardmestcer Burbech, on duty at the cast end of
Calumet Yard, from 4 p.m. to midnight, September 10, stated that
= p 4 ~r s -,
the carg that were to make up Train No., 56 were coupled on track

17, and at about 11:45 p.m., he called the office at the west cnd
and. gave instructions for Train No, 56 to proceed on track 17,



He stated that in the case of a snort 3rain, the road engilne

shoves the caocose cown close to the rear of the cars and cuts

off, A yard cn-inc then couples the carc to the caboose and pulls
the whole train out onto the lead -1 enough to allov the road
enzine to follow and get into c¢lear on some other track. The cars
are then backed intSo the corizinal frack ond the road englne

couples onto the train. Aggistant Yardmaster Durbach further
stated that cars stonding on Srocks 15 to 18 could be secn from
elther end for a distance of OGN car lengths,

The statements of Asclstant Yardmagier Donchue, on duty at
the east end of the yard from 1° midnizght to 8 a.m., brought ou
nothing acdditionel of ilunortance, except that the visibility va
good and he could sce from onc e€ad of the yard to the otlier.

0 ct

Discugsion
The threc bralicmen on tlhe front platform of the caboose were
killed in the accident; had they been keeping o proper lookout
ancac tlhiey would have seen the cars in time to have given a signal
to the engineman. Engineman Conway was in position to cee any
signals given; he garr a lantern on the cabocose curing the entire
movement but no signal was given until just b:fore the collislon

occurred, Tuc yard was lighted 1ith floocd lighits and according
to the statements of witnesses cars could be scen for a distance
of 80 caor lengthg, While the crew hod been instructed to procced

on track 17, nothing hed been gaid about their train being on
this track, nzither were they told that “he track was clear. It
apncars, however, to be a common proctice in this yard to make up
trains in this manner and inasmuch as all except first-cluass
trai?s arc rcguired to pasc through yard Limlts under couatrol,

the train crew should have becn on the lookout for any curs taat
might be on the track.

Conclugsion
This accident was caucsed by the failure of the meabors of

the train crew on the front plotiorm of the caboose, to maintain
a propcr lookout hile moving on a vard track,
Respeetf11v submltted,

W. J. PATTERSON,

Director
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