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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO, 3595 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

November 16 , 1954 

A c c i d e n t n e a r S y r a c u s e , N . Y , on September 17, 1954, 
causpd by f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l the speed 
o f a t r a i n mov ing w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner ; 

On September 17 , 1954, t h e r e ^as a c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a l o c o m o t i v e w i t h c a r s and a f r e i g h t t r a i n on the New Y o r k 
C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d near S y r a c u s e , N. Y . , wh ich r e s u l t e d i n 
the I n j u r y o f t h r e e t r a i n - s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e s . T h i s • acc iden t 
was i n v e s t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
the New Yorjt P u b l i c S e r v i c e Gomirlss ion. 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commiss ioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

Th i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the S y r a c u s e -
R o c h e s t e r D i v i s i o n d e s i g n a t e d as the West Shore and e x t e n d ­
i n g be tween B o w m a n s v i l l e and S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 , near Syracuse , 
N , Y . , 134 .35 m i l e s . Between WC, 63 .73 m i l e s wes t o f S i g n a l 
S t a t i o n 2 , and B e l l e I s l e I n t e r l o c k i n g , 3 .28 m i l e s wes t o f 
S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 , t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r which 
eas t -bound t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n s . Between 
B e l l e I s l e I n t e r l o c k i n g and S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 i t i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e o v e r which movements a r e made i n b o t h d i r e c t i o n s 
under r u l e s g o v e r n i n g movements w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s . Between 
the l a t t e r p o i n t s t h e r e i s no b l o c k sys tem i n u s e , I n the 
v i c i n i t y o f B e l l e I s l e the West Shore main t r a c k i s l o c a t e d 
n o r t h o f a f o u r - t r a c k l i n e which e x t e n d s westward from S i g n a l 
S t a t i o n 2 . These t r a c k s a r e d e s i g n a t e d from south to n o r t h 
as N o . 2 , eas tward p a s s e n g e r , No , 1 , westward p a s s e n g e r , N o . 3, 
wes tward f r e i g h t ; and N o . '4 , ea s tward f r e i g h t . W i t h i n i n t e r ­
l o c k i n g l i m i t s a t B e l l e I s l e the West Shore main t r a c k 
c o n v e r g e s w i t h t r a c k N o . 4 a t s w i t c h 63 and d i v e r g e s f rom 
t r a c k "No. 4 a t s w i t c h 62 , 60 f e e t e a s t o f s w i t c h 63 . S w i t c h 
63 i s t r a i l i n g - p o i n t and s w i t c h 62 I s f a c i n g - p o i n t f o r e a s t -
bound movements. Eas t o f B e l l e I s l e i n t e r l o c k i n g a l e a d t r a c k 
In B e l l e I s l e yard p a r a l l e l s the West Shore main t r a c k on the 
n o r t h . The west s w i t c h o f a c r o s s o v e r whioh c o n n e c t s the 
West Shore main t r a c k and the l e a d t r a c k i s l o c a t e d i n the 
main t r a c k a t a p o i n t 1 ,392 f e e t eas t o f s w i t c h 6 2 . The 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e West Shore main t r a c k a t a p o i n t 
3 .06 m i l e s eas t o f t h e w e s t y a r d - l i m i t s i g n and 567 f e e t 
e a s t o f s w i t c h 62 . From the w e s t on the West Shore main 
t r a c k t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 1,467 f e e t i n l e n g t h , 
a 1 ° 0 7 ' c u r v e to the l e f t 189 f e o t , a t a n g e n t 113 f e e t , a N o . 
20 tu rnou t to the l e f t i n t o track N o . 4 144 f e e t , a t a n g e n t 
60 f e e t , a N o . 16 f a c i n g - p o i n t t u rnou t to the l o f t 129 f e e t , 
a t a n g e n t 31 f e e t , and a 3 °30 ' cu rve t o the l e f t 407 f e e t to 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 42 f e e t e a s t w a r d . The g r a d e f o r 
eas t -bound t r a i n s v j n e s be tween 0 ,05 p e r c e n t and 0 .46 p e r c e n t 
d e s c e n d i n g th roughou t a d i s t a n c e o f 1 m i l e I m m e d i a t e l y w e s t 
o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and I t i s 0 . 23 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g 
a t t ha t p o i n t . 

The i n t e r l o c k i n g a t B e l l e I s l e i s o p e r a t e d by r emote 
c o n t r o l by the o p e r a t o r a t S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 . Automatic s i g n a l s 
2868 and 2856 and I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l 610, governing e a s t -
bound movements on t h e West Shore main t r a c k , a r e l o c a t e d , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 2 .64 m i l e s , 1.53 m i l e s , and 1,263 f e ^ t w e s t o f 
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the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l 514, g o v e r n i n g 
eas t -bound movements on "crack N o . 3 and from t rac i t N o . 3 to 
t h e West Shore main t r a c k , i s l o c a t e d 1,273 f e e t wes t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l SCO, g o v e r n i n g w e s t ­
bound movements on the West Shore main t r a c k , i s l oca . t ed 150 
f e e t w e s t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . These s i g n a l s a r e o f the 
s e a r c h l i g h t t y p e . S i g n a l 600 i s c o n t i n u o u s l y l i g h t e d , and 
the o t h e r s i g n a l s a r e a p p r o a c h l i g h t e d , a s p e c t s a p p l i c a b l e 
to t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n and the c o r r e s p o n d i n g names a r e as 
f o l l o w s : 

S i g n a l A s p e c t I n d i c a t i o n 

2868 Y e l l o w - o v e r -
y e l l o w , 
s t a g g e r e d 

PROCEED PREPARING- TO STOP AT SECOND 
SIGNAL. TRAIN EXCEEDING LIMITED 
SPEED MUST AT ONCE REDUCE TO THAT 
SPEED. REDUCTION TO LIMITED SPEED 
MUST COMMENCE BEFOFE PASSING SIGNAL 
AND BE COMPLETED BEFORE ACCEPTING 
A MORE FAVORABLE INDICATION. 

2856 Y e l l o w - o v e r -
r e d , 
s t a g g e r e d 

PROCEED PREPARING TC STOP AT NEXT 
SIGNAL. TRAIN EXCEEDING MEDIUM 
SPEED MUST AT ONCE REDUCE TO THAT 
SPEED. REDUCTION TO MEDIUM SPEED 
MUST COMMENCE BEFORE PASSING SIGNAL 
AND BE COMPLETED BEFORE ACCEPTING 
A MORE FAVORABLE INDICATION. 

610 R e d - o v e r - r e d - PROCEED AT RESTRICTED SPEED, 
614 o v e r - y e l l Q w 
500 

510 R e d - o v e r - r e d - STOP. 
614 o v e r - r e d 
500 

The c o n t r o l l i n g c i r c u i t s a r e so a r r a n g e d tha t when the b l o c k s 
o f s i g n a l s 2868 -mc1 2856 a r e c l e a r and s i g n a l 610 i n d i c a t e s 
e i t n e r Stop o r P r o c e e d - a t - r e s t r i c t e d - s p e e d , s i g n a l 2866 i n d i ­
c a t e s P r o c e e d - p r e p a r l n g - t o - s t o p - a t - s e c o n d - s i g n a l ond s i g n a l 
2855 i n d i c a t e s P r o c e e d - p r e p a r i n g - t o - s t o p - a t - n c x t - s l g n a l . 
I n t e r l o c k i n g l i m i t s on the Wegt~3hore main t r a c k a t B e l l e 
I s l e e x t e n d be tween s i g n a l s 610 and 600. When the r o u t e i s 
l i n e d f o r an eas t -bound movement on t h i s t r a c k , s i g n a l 510 
i n d i c a t e s P r o c e e d - a t - r e s t r i c t e d - s p e e d as i t s most f a v o r a b l e 
i n d i c a t i o n . T h i s a s o e c t i s d i s p l a y e d whether the t r ack i n 
advance o f the s i g n a l i s occup i ed o r unoccup i ed . An app roach 
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c i r c u i t or. t he West Shore main tr~>ck ex t ends be tween s i g n a l 
600 and a p o i n t i m m e d i a t e l y we si, o f tne wes t o r c s s o v e r -
s T *itcb to t h e yard l e a d . T h i s c i r c u i t i s used to p r o v i d e 
an i n d i c a t i o n i n S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 o f occuooncy o f t h i s 
s e c t i o n o f t r a c k . Occurancy o f t h i s s e c t i o n o f t r a c k does 
no t a f f e c t the o p e r a t i o n o f the I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l s . 

Th i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r e n d in p ^ r t as f o l l o w s 5 

DEFINITIONS 

P i l o t . — A n employe a s s i g n e d to a t r a m when the 
engineman o r conduc to r , o r b o t h , a re n o t f u l l y a c q u a i n t e d 
w i t h the p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t o r i s t i c s o r r u l e s o f the r a i l ­
r o a d , o r p o r t i o n o f the r a i l r o a d , o v e r which the t r a i n 
i s to be moved. 

L i m i t e d S p e e d , — A j o e o d not e x c e e d i n g f o r t y - f i v e 
m i l e s p e r hour , 

medium S p e e d . — A epe-d not e x c e e d i n g t h i r t y m i l e s 
p e r hour . 

S low £ p e c d . — A speed not e x c e e d i n g f i f t e e n m i l e s p e r 
ho ur 

R e s t r i c t e d Speed .—A speed not e x c e e d i n g tha t which 
w i l l e n a b l e a t r a i n to s t o p s h o r t o f t r a m ahead, 
o b s t r u c t i o n , o r s w i t c h no t p r o p e r l y l i n e d , l o o k out f o r 
o roken r a i l , and no t e x c e e d i n g s l o w s p e e d . 

1 8 . Y a r d c n g m c c w i l l d i s p l a y the h e a d l i g h t to the 
f r o n t and r e a r by nicrht. * * * 

9 3 a W i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s the main t r a c k may be used , 
p r o t e c t i n g a g a i n s t f i r s t c l ^ s s t r a i n s . 

A l l o t h e r t r a i n s and c n g i a e s must move w i t h i n ynrd 
l i m i t s p r e p a r e d to s to^ u n l e s s the main t r a c k i s seen 
o r known to be c l e a r . 

N o t e , — W h e r e a u t o m a t i c b l o c k s i g n a l r u l e s a r e i n 
e f f e c t ''known to be c l e a r 1 1 i n c l u d e s "hen t r a c k i s known 
to be c l e a r by s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n . * * * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s I n the 
v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s 30 m i l e s p e r hour . 
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D e s c r i p t i o n o f A C Q 1 den t 

A s w i t c h i n g movement, c o n s i s t i n g , f rom T r - c s t to e a s t , o f 
D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t R629, a c a o o o s e , nnd £0 c a r s , moved e a s t -
Yi. r d t h rough zY:e i n t e r l o c k i n g at b e l l e I s l e f rom t r s c v - v o . 3 
to the West Snoro main t r ack and s topped w i t h the l o c o m o t i v e 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250 f e e t e a s t oi s i g n a l 600. I t then r o v e d v p ^ t -
T c a d and s topped a second t i m e w i t h the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 
150 f e e t e-^st o f e i r n a l 600, A s h o r t t ime l a t e r the I c c o m o t i v : 
"as s t r u c k ny Ex t ra 1087 E a s t . 

Extra 1067 Eas t , an c p s t - t o u n d f r e i g h t t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d 
o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 1087, 33£2, and 1112, c o u p l - a in 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t cont ro . 1 , 110 c a r s , and a caboose* mvis t r a i n 
en t area tno West S^ore rna3 n t r a c k a t Lyons J e t . , 37. SS m i l e s 
v e s t of B e l l e I s l e i n t e r l o c k i n g a t 6 '05 r>0 m*, passed 
s i g n a l 2868^ i*hich i n d i c a t e d Frnc(?ed-pre r>ar ing-* to~s top-a t -
flccond-slTnal, Tossed s i^naj . 235b, which i n d i c a t e d P roceed* 
p r e p a r i n g - t o - s t o p - a t - n e x t - s i ^ n a l s p a r s e d s i g n a l 6 i C , which 
i n d i c a t e d I J r o e 5 e d ~ a t - r e s t r l c t e d - r p e c c , and ^ h i l o r e v m p a t 
a speed o f I S m i l e s p e r hour i t s t ruck i o c o m o t x ^ o 85l~;9. 

L o c o m o t i v e 8629 was moved ccct '*erd a d i s t a n c e of 184 
f e e t by the f o r c e of the I m o a c t . I t raa b r d l y damage?. The 
c o n t r o l compartment , r h i c n a t tnc cast end of the 
l o c o m o t i v e , was demol i shed* Tnc caboose r a ? d e m o l i s h e d , and 
the uhree ca r s i m m e d i a t e l y e a s t o f tee c aboose were d e r a i l e d 
and c o n s i d e r a b l y d a n r g e d . hTo eoi lumen! of E x t r a I C S ? East 
T as a e r e i i cd^ The f j . r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t o f tmt . t r a i n 
was somewhat damaged. 

The a n g i n e e r , the f i r e n a n , and the ya rd conduc to r o f 
locoiTot ive 6629 were i n j u r e d . 

The wea ther was c loudy and ther<= was a l i r h t mist a t the 
t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , wh icn o c c u r r e d at 11*40 p „ n, 

S i s^us s i g n 

L o c o m o t i v e 8 6 f 9 , p u l l i n g a caboocs and 46 cars, d r ea r t ed 
ves t -bound f i o m S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 on t r a c k X o . 3 a t 10*27 p , m. 
Cars were s e t o f f west o f S3 gnal S t a t i o n 2 , and the movement 
then p r o c e e d e d th rough the i n t e r l o c k i n g a t E3II0 I ~ l e to a 
p o i n t wes t of sir- V T I 314, The e n g i n e e r sa id t n a t when he 
ftopfjod a t t h l r r - e m t he dimmed the h e a d l i g h t on the west end 
o f t he l o o o m o t i ^ e and d i d r o t a g a i n change the p o s i t i o n oi the 
h e a d l i g h t s w i t c h b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The, r o u t e T I G 
l i n e d f o r movement f iom t r a c e I Jo „ 3 to tr.o i-'ost S ro re mam 
t r a c k , and the movement men "oroccou~d enst^ard- A t t h i s l i n e 
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one ya rd brakemen was on t h e t h i r d our from the c a s t end o f 
tho movement, one y a r d brakeman "9s on tho t e n t h ca r , t h e ya rd 
conduc to r T-as i n the c a o o o s e , and t h e enginemen were i n t h e 
c o n t r o l compartment o f the l o c o m o t i v e , -he c a r s were to be 
p l a c e d i n the wes t end o f B e l l e I s l e y a r d , anri as the move­
ment approached the c r o s s o v e r e a s t o f s i g n a l 600 the y a r d 
brakeman on the t h i r d c a r ^ a v e a s top s i g n a l . However , he 
mi s judged the d i s t a n c e , and the e a s t ca r o v e r r a n the s w i t c h 
about 150 f e e t b e f o r e tne movement wa& s t o p p e d . The y a r d 
brakemen then g a v e t h e e n g i n e e r a s i g n a l t o move w e s t w a r d . 
The e n g i n e e r said t h a t a t t h i s t ime he o b s e r v e d Ex t ra 103? 
East a p p r o a c h i n g on t h e ^at Shore main t r a c k wes t o f e w l t c h 
62 . Ke moved the l o e o m o f v e w^Rtward a d i s t a n c e o f about 100 
f e e t and s topped w i t h t r e f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 15C f ^ e t 
e a s t o f s i g n a l 600, w h i c h i n d i c a t e d S t e p . He s a i d t h a t r b o u t 
2 minutes a f t e r he stoppe:" he o b s e r v e d that S x t r ^ 1087 Eas t 
was r o u t e d toward the t r a c k on which h i s l o c o m o t i v e 
s t a n d i n g . He l m T e d i e t e l y sounded p T ^ h l s ^ l e s i g n a l f o r an 
eas tward movement and ^ t e m p t ^ r 1 t o s t ^ r t the l o c o m o t i v e i n 
backward m o t i o n . He was not c e r t a i n whether the l o c o m o t i v e 
s t a r t e d to move b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c ^ u r ^ e d . The f i r e m a n 
w m so s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d thet he c o - I d g o t be q u e s t i o n e d d u r i n g 
t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The o t h e ^ members o f the c rew a l ] said 
tha t tne movement wr s s t ending when the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d , 

E x t r a 1087 East o r i g i n a t e 3 on the P e n n s y l v a n i a D i v i s i o n 
a t C o r n i n g , N , Y , and e n t e r e d tne T ,*est Shore main t r a c k a t 
Lyons J o t . Because tne e n g i n e e r was not f a m i l i a r w i t h the 
p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the l i n e be tween L:<ons J e t . and 
B e l l e I s l e , a p i l o t e n g i n e e r ' ? P p r o v i d e d f o r the t r a 5 n f o r 
t h i s p o r t i o n o f the t r i p . As t n l s t r n i n '-as a p o r o a c h l n " the 
po_nt ' -here the a c c i d e n t occurred, the p i l o t e n g i n e e r was 
o p e r a t i n g the l o c o m o t i v e . He and th^ f i r e m a n T- rere m a i n t a i n ­
i n g a l o c x o a t ahead f rom the c o n t r o l co rpa r tmen t i t t h e f r o n t 
o f the f i r s t D i e s e l - e l o c t r i c u n i t , the e n g i n e e r and the f r o n t 
brakeman were i n tne t h l r r D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t , and the c o n ­
d u c t o r , t he swing b r e ^ e r c e , and tne f l agman were i n t n e c a o o o s e . 
The b r a k e s o f tne t r a i n nad b t en t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d 
p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t s . T i e neadl i<"ht TT£>s 1 ? r h t e d b r i g h t l y . 
S i g n a l 2668 i r d i c a t e d P r o c e e d - p r e p a r i n g - t o - s t o p - a t - s e c o n d -
s lgna.1 , and s i g n a l 2856 i n d i e t " d P r o c o o d - e ^ t v " ) a r i n g - t o - 3 t o p -
a t - n e x t - s i g n a l . The employees on t h e f i r ^ t D i e s s l - e l e c t r i c 
u n i t c a l l e d the l n d l c n t J o n ) f each s i g n a l . The'' ' sa id t ha t 
s i g n a l 610 i n d i c a t e d Stop an t . i l t he f r o n t o f the t r a i n r e a c h e d 
a p o i n t about 2,000 f e e t wes t o f t ho s i ' n a l , and tha t t h e 
I n d i c a t i o n then c m n g e d to p r o c e e d - o t - r e - i p t r i c t c d - s p c c d . The 
p i l o t e n g i n e e r suid tnaL he c o n t r o l l e d the epeed c f t h e t r a i n 
w i t h the dvnamic b rake U N T I L th? l o c o m o t i v e was c l o s s l y 
app roach ing s i g n a l 610, and tha t ho then r e l e a s e d the dynamic 
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b rake and a p p l i e d the i n d e p e n d e n t b r a k e . N e i t h e r he nor the 
f i r e m a n saw l o c o m o t i v e 3629 u n t i l the f r o n t o f t h e i r t r a i n 
was i n the v i c i n i t y o f s w i t c h 62 . They s a i d i t then appea red 
to them tha t the h e a d l i g h t o f t h e yard l o c o m o t i v e became l i g h t e d 
The p i l o t e n g i n e e r i m m e d i a t e l y made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f tne b r a k e s . Both t he se e m p l o y e e s s a i d t h e y thought t ha t 
the y a r d l o c o m o t i v e was moving toward them, and t h e p i l o t 
e n g i n e e r s a i d he thought he c o u l d have s t o p p e d s h o r t o f the yard 
l o c o m o t i v e i f t h a t l o c o m o t i v e had no t been i n m o t i o n . A c c o r d ­
i n g to the t a p e o f the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e , t he speed o f 
Ext ra 1087 Eas t was 29 m i l e s p e r hour a t s i g n a l 2868, 14 m i l e s 
p e r hour a t s i g n a l 2856, 10 m i l e s p e r hour o r l e s s as the 
t r a i n approached s i g n a l 610, 14 m i l e s p e r hour a s the l o c o m o ­
t i v e passed s i g n a l 610, and 16 m i l e s p e r hour a t the p o i n t o f 
c o l l i s i o n . The t a p e i n d i c a t e s t h a t the b r a k e s were not 
e f f e c t i v e i n r e d u c i n g the speed b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

The o p e r a t o r a t S i g n a l S t a t i o n 2 s a i d t h a t l o c o m o t i v e 
8629 c l e a r e d the app roach c i r c u i t eas t o f B e l l e I s l e i n t e r l o c k ­
i n g b e f o r e he l i n e d the r o u t e f o r the movement o f E x t r a 1087 
East and t h a t the i n d i c a t o r i n d i c a t e d t ha t t h i s s e c t i o n o f 
t r a c k remained unoccup ied u n t i l a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e t ime t h a t the 
l o c o m o t i v e o f E x t r a 1087 East p a s s e d s i g n a l 600 . However , a l l 
members o f the c rew o f l o c o m o t i v e 8529 who were q u e s t i o n e d 
s a i d t ha t t h e l o c o m o t i v e d i d no t a t any t i m e move e a s t o f the 
wes t c r o s s o v e r - s w i t c h , and f rom tne s t a t emen t s o f t he se em­
p l o y e e s i t a p p e a r s t h a t the o p e r a t o r was m i s t a k e n . The s i g ­
n a l appara tus was t e s t e d a f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d and was 
found to f u n c t i o n p r o p e r l y . 

On September 22, 1954, o b s e r v a t i o n s were made to d e t e r m i n e 
the d i s t a n c e a t wh ich the h e a d l i g h t o f a l o c o m o t i v e s t a n d i n g 
a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s v i s i b l e from a l o c o m o t i v e a p p r o a c h ­
i n g from the west on the V e s t Shore main t r a c k . The w e a t h e r 
c o n d i t i o n s a t the t ime tne o b s e r v a t i o n s were made were s i m i l a r 
to tnose which p r e v a i l e d a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t . A 
l o c o m o t i v e s i m i l a r to l o c o m o t i v e 8629 was p l a c e d in t h e 
a p p r o x i m a t e l o c a t i o n o f l o c o m o t i v e 8629 a t t h e t i m e o f the 
a c c i d e n t , and tne h e a d l i g h t a t the wes t end o f the l o c o m o t i v e 
was l i g h t e d . The o b s e r v a t i o n s were made from a l o c o m o t i v e 
s i m i l a r t o D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 1087. As t h i s l o c o m o t i v e 
moved eas tward on t h e West Shore main t r a c k i t was found tha t 
s i g n a l 610 became v i s i b l e to the enginemen a t a d i s t a n c e o f 
4 , 8 0 3 f e e t and the h e a d l i g h t o f the s t a n d i n g l o c o m o t i v e 
became v i & i b l c a t a d i s t a n c e o f 3,105 f e e t . As the l o c o m o t i v e 
moved be tween p o i n t s 3,105 f e , t and 1,198 f e e t wes t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , t he e n g i n e m e n 1 s v i e w o f the h e a d l i g h t was 
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o b s t r u c t e d a t i n t e r v a l s by f o u r p i e r s o f a h ighway b r i d g e 
which c r o s s e s the t r a c k s i m m e d i a t e l y e a s t o f s w i t c h 6 £ . 
Between p o i n t s 1 , 1 9 8 f e e t and 5 6 5 f e e t wes t o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t the eng inemen ' s v i e w o f the h e a d l i g h t was o b s t r u c t e d 
by a s m a l l b u i l d i n g l o c a t e d e a s t o f the highway b r i d g e and 
n o r t h o f the t r a c k s . Througnout a d i s t a n c e o f 5 6 5 f e e t 
i m m e d i a t e l y wes t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the eng inemen ' s 
v i e w o f the h e a d l i g h t was u n r e s t r i c t e d . 

O f f i c i a l s o f the c a r r i e r e s t i m a t e d tha t a t r a i n s i m i l a r 
to Ex t r a 1 0 3 7 East moving a t a speed o f 1 6 m i l e s p r r hour 
on the g r a d e on which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d would bo stopDed 
w i t h i n a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 9 5 0 f e e t by an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b r a k e s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d wi th in yard l i m i t s . Under the 
r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r g o v e r n i n g o p e r a t i o n o f t r a i n s w i t h i n 
yard l i m i t s , E x t r a 1 0 8 7 Eas t i v s r e a u i r c d to bo o p e r a t e d i n 
such manner t ha t i t cou ld be stopDed s h o r t o f a t ra in o r 
o b s t r u c t i o n u n l e s s the main t r a c k was s ren o r known to be c l e a r . 
The i n d i c a t i o n o f the l a s t s i g n a l which t h i s t r a i n passed p l a c e d 
a r e s t r i c t i o n on the movement s i m i l a r to the r e q u i r e m e n t o f 
the y a r d - l i m i t r u l e . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l 
the speed o f a t r a i n mov ing w i t n l n ya rd l i m i t s . 

Cause 

Dated a t ^ a s h i n p t o n , D. C 
day o f November, 1 9 5 4 . 

* i 
t h i s s i x t e e n t n 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) GEORGE r. LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


