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Date

Ra1lroad:
nocatien-

Kind of accldent
Train lnvolved-
Train number-

Engine nunber:

Consist-
Speed:
Operation-
Tracks:
Weather:
Time:*
Casvalties-

Cause,

[yw]

- Report No, 3621

SUMMARY g

April 2, 1855

Wew York Central
Schodack Landing, N. T,
Derallment

Passenger

1

Diesel—electric units 4044 and
4ce?

14 cars

77 m p. h.

Siznal indicatlons
Doutle; tangent, level
Clear, dusk

6 03 p. m.

1 killed, 34 InJurecd

Roeck glide
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INTERSTATE COMMERCT COMMISSION

REFPORT MO, 3621

IN THE M&T”ER OF VAKING ACCIDEST IRVFSTIGATION REPORTS
WIDER THE ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF lAY 6, 1910.

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL R.ILW0AD JONPANY

May 2, 1955

Accident near Schodack Landing, . Y., on Aprll 2, 1858,
caused by a rock slide,

1
REPORT OF THE ZOT{ISSION

-
CLARKE, Comnlssioner.

On April 2, 1955, there was a derallnent of a passcn-—
ger train on thc New Vaork Central Rallrocd near Schodaeck
Landing, . Y., ~hich recuwited in the dzath of 1 troin-
service cmployvee, a&nd the injury of 18 passengers, 6 Pullman
Comprny crmloyces, 8 dinl-e-crr cmployecs, and 2 train—
service emplioyecs. This reellont ums lavesti~ated in con-
Junction with rcprescnta-ives of the Mow Yerk Public Sorvice
Commission.

1

Under authority of gccticn 17 (2) of the Intcrstete Com-
merce Act tho above-:rntiticd nrocecding wns referrcd by the
Commission to Commﬁur¢on ‘v Clerke Jor corsldcration end

disposlitiion,
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Location of Accldent and llcthod of Opcration

This accldent seccurrced on that part of the Hudson
Division extcndlng between Croton on Hudson and Renssclacr,
o Y., 107.75 miles. In the vieinity of thce point of acci-
Cent thls is a double~trock liae, over which tralns arc
operatcd by signel indlcations supplcemented by an inter-
mlttont induective automatic train-stop system, This div-
1slon of the rallroad follows the gencral coursc of the
Hudson River, which flows southward, Timctable dircctions
arc cost and west, and these dircetlons arc used in this
report, The maln tracks from south to north -rc deosignated
as lo. 2, eastward, and No. 1, westward, The accident
occurred on track No. 1 at a point 94.51 miles west of Croton
on Hudson and 1.27 mlles east of tne statlon at Schodack
Landing, From the east on track l'o, 1 there are, in successlon,
a tangent 4,837 feet in lenpth, & 1° curve to the right 337
feet, and a tangent 118 feet to the point of 2ccident and a
considerable distance westirrd, The grade 1s lcvel,

The track structvre of track No, 1 1n this vicinity
consists of 127-pound rall, lald netr 1n 1935 on an average
of 24 treated tles to the rall lcngth, It is fully tie-
plated with double-shouldsor ticplotea, splked vith two rail-
holding spikes and two plate-holding spikces per tleplate,
and 1s provided irith &hole &6-inch joint bars and an average
of 12 rall anchors per r 1l. I% 13 brllnsted vith crushed
stone to o depth of 27 inches bhelotr the “ottoms of the tics.

In the vicinity of the point rhere the accéldent cccurrcd
the tracks arc loid ot the brse of o ¢liff on the north bank
of that portion of the river ~thich 1s designatced as Schodack
Croek. The foot of the cliff 1s 10 Tect north of the
ccnter-line of trock l'o. 1., The ¢liff riscs to o height of
40 feet avove the level of the tops of the rails on n slope of
obout 3/4 to 1. It is corpoasc? of strotificd skalz, The
lryers vary 1in thickness from 6 1rches to several feot and
glopc northvard ot ~n anclc of npproxim~tely 68 degrees to
horizontal. Thc rocz facc of tho cliff 1s develd of vegctetion,
and there 1s bef-cen 6 inchcs ~nd 1 foet of crrth »nd top
s0il over the rock ot the top of the cliff. A dralnnge cdlteh
about 2 feet decp 1s locnted betueocn the base of the ¢liff
and traeck Ne. 1, A% the peint of ~ceident the shorce-llnc of
tne river 1s 91 focet south of the conter-linc of trrek lo. 1.
In thls viclnity tne mean yatcr level of the river is approxi-
mately 12 fecot bclouw the lovel of the trrocks,
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Autcmatic signals 128.21 and 129,01, geverning west-bound
movecnents on track No. 1, -wrc loented, rospcetively, 4,883 .
fect ~nd 531 fcaet enst ¢f the polnt of aceclduint.

In the vicirlty of the pnint of nccldent tho maximum
authoriz2d spceod for passeager troins 1s 75 miles per hour,

Doseription of Agcldcent

No. 1, o west~bound first-clngs passcanrcr treoiln, eoh-
£lsted of Dlescel-clectric nnlts 4044 and 4067, couplcd in
multiplc—unit control, onc bogragce-dormitery cnr, &acven
gsleceplne cors, onc lounge err, one dining enr, trree coaches,
cnd one lounge~observ-tlon car, in the ordcer n-wcd, The Shird
crr wuas 2f conventlon~l all-steel construactlo=n, The other
cars were of li~htweleht stcol crnetructlen ond vee~ cguippcd
ith tightlod: couplors. This train pasacd Slgnnl Station S0
at Stuyvesont, €9.14 miles w—est of Jroton or Hudgon ond fThac
las®t open officc, ot 5:58 p, a., 1 nminvte 1. tL, and -T1lc
meving at a speed of 77 mlles mer sour Lt gfruclk A roek cllde
at a peilnt 94.51 miles west of Crotan on Hudsen and 1,27
miles eazt nf the stetlen at Schednck Landing, The locrms tlve
ond the flrst 10 carg were der-lled,

& soporaticrn ngeurrced boteoon the Dicagl-clcee*tric vnits.
The first unit turncd end for end anrd strpped an 1ts rizht
sldg in the river, anbout 21 Tegt srvth #f the skhere-llrne and
perolicl to 1%, The front wad 2 this unlt wns 425 fcet tveesd
of the noint of dernilrmont g rpor-ximatoly £2 foot sooth nf
trockk No, 1, Thc %rucks - thc vnit vorse éidnlocced ~nd
strpped in the rivoer ot pointe, reswcetively, 325 fcet
and 415 fcit west of theo nrint ~f accident. Toce scennd
Dicscl-clceeric unit stnpred with the front ond 817 foet
west ¢f the peoint der 1laint, The zrunler at the ronr eond
~f the Tifth cnr wns brolicn. Therc r.g ™ gcoporaticr in the
train 2% this print, and the © thor unite of the treodn
rcencined crupied. The dereiled cquepmront, =itk the cxecopti oz
‘T the Tirst Dlcacsl-cl:ctrice unlt, stopped aprnr-xim-tcly 1in
line with the track and fr-m 1C fo~t n~rth t~ 20 rcot 3-uth
of tho certcr=line af track o, 1, Mene 2T this cquipmont
overturned. The sceend, third, nd fourth cwrs lcaned trward ‘
the norih at aneles of frer 30 tr 48 degrecs, Tnc Diescl-
clectric unlts and trne flrst ciznt carg wer:s brdly domaed,
and the ninth -nd tcath cors rcre grrcidora®ly Armoged,

Tho cnglneer wag xilled., Tho tircemeon and the front
bratenan weirc iajurcd.,
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weathor s clcnr nd 1t tms dusk ot the time of
dent, rmich ~ecurrced obout 6:-03 p. m.

r
s

s
T
the nceo

Diacussinn

Ls Y-, 1 s opproaching the proint vhere the aceident

-ceurrced the spocd was 77 miles ner hrur, ns indicated by

the topc of the spezd-reogording deviec. The headllght wocz
lighted brightly. The brnges of thls troln had been teostod
md nad functirned propcerly then used en routc. The cngincer
and the fircmon vwrere naintrlning o lo~keout ancad froa toclr
regpective poaiticns in the control ehmportment nt tne front
f the l-cometive, The menbers of the traln crewr were in
variousg locati-ong Ln the cars cf the train. Becrusce of track
curvaturc nd a pole line adjoacent to the treck con the inslde
of the curvec the vicw of the peint of accident f»n1 the cost
is restrictced to ¢ dlstanes of about 84C fect, The Zlrcman
scid that sigmnls 128,21 and 128.01 each indicnted Progced
and that he and the oneinear callicd tne indilcertions. Eo

gid that he saw the glide ¢n the tr-ck at & distunce <f
approxirately 800 feet. He called a terning ot npproxir-tely
the same tlime thns the enginecer roved the brake valve &0
cmerecney prsitiorn, The derailiuent ~ccourrcd before the gpeed
cf tho traln wns approciably rcduced, The conductcr ~nd the
baggzngenecn sald thot the cnergcney nnplicotirn »f the brakens
vis mode lmmedintcly befors the deraillrment -ccurrcd.

Cxeminotlen - £ the track aftor the neceldent rcocourrca
dlsclagcd that approxi--~tcly 80 creic yords of ghalce k-8
beeone dlslcéred frer nenr the torn ~Af the cllff ~rd hod
frllen int~ the dltch nt the brse ~f the cliff and up n
trock No, 1., Trc slide cxtended nver tne rolls of track
Feo, 1 to o rnimxiru~ depth ~2 abrut 3 fcct ard cnvored the reile
thrrughcut o dist-nce of %94 fcot,

Bxarinotieon of the ¢liff ~fter the aceldent cecurrcd
disclrscd thet thore wws nr sgopn~ec and thrt $oc frze nf the
cliff vas dry. 4&pporcntly the slide vrms the rcesult ~§ wertheor-
ing which had token nlace rver o lomg pori-d ~7 time. Tals
linc vas ccnstructed in 1881, No roerrds ~f nreovinus slicdces
2t thls paint ¢~vll bec frind, The {iwisli-n encinenr sald
that clder crmmi~ycos infsr-cd hir *krt a clidc hnd -ccarrcd
at thls »~int in 1922, but dctrils as to 1ts slze worc nrt
knomm.  In trils terrlt-ry 1t is the proegtice for paintenance-
cf~wry Trrees o laseces ¢liffg ~nd -ut ter gcvere strres.
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Ths ¢liff at tre point ofF aceldent vas last inspccted by
thcse forces “n Mrrek 24 and 285, 1865, ~ftor » pretracted
r~.nf~11, I qu””thC Cfﬁﬂi+jrn he Pnund Tho diviginn

crifincer ard the surcryiarr of trnok ingpcctoed thia

terri tory from the reor cnd nf o pasrencor Sroin ~n I»reh

30, 1935, and n~ dcfcetive ennditirn g chaerved, A sceilon
foerece trice nneged the p-1nt where the -eridont ~ocuresd con
April 1, 195“ ~nd rade ne report of a dirflectlve sandition,
Noe 41, o ost=trund pooaLiger tr. n, n~sscd the polnt of
aceldent Cn troele ™, 1 abkrut 4 45 p. ~., apprximctely 1
hour 15 rinutes befare the aceident -courred, nnd Ke. 35, on
ergt-bouvrd passcnger treln, poescd thet peint ~n trecos Ne,

2 2kout T:28 p. ~., anprexi-ntely 6 ~imates bofore the accl-
dent 2ecurred. Merbers -f the crews ~f thesc tralng nbscrved
n~ unusunl condltlon in tke vieclnity of the print -f accident,

UL

s ]
3

Tnis accldent vas cnuswd by a rock slidc.

Drted ot Wachinet.n, D, C., thig ninth
day of Loy, 1855,

By tne Co-mlasion, Comrmissioner Clarike.

( SEAL) HAZOLD 3. ¥eCO7,

Jerytery.



