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Date: 

Railroad: 
Location; 
Kind of accident. 

Equipment Involved; 

Train number: 
Locomotive number: 
Conslst; 
Estimated speeds: 
Operation: 

Tracks: 
HIghway: 

"eather; 
Time: 

Casualties: 
Cause: 

SJovamber 18, 1955 

New York Central 
Kbnroe, Mich. 
Collision 
Passenger train 

304 
3010 
13 cars 
70 m. p. h. 

Mo tor-truck 

5-8 m» p. h. 

Timetable, train orders, and 
automatic ^lock-signal system 

Double; tangent; level 
Tangent, crosses tracks pt angle 
of 35° 10'; 2 .6 percent r.sccndlng 
grade westward 
Clear 
7:12 a„ m. 
9 killed; 3 Injured 
}4otor-truck occupying rail-highway 
grade crossing immediately In front 
of approaching train 

SUHIARY 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3666 
IN THE MATTER CF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
THE MEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPA!TC 

December 27, 1955 

Accident near Monroe, Mich., on November 16, 1955, caused 
by a motor-truck occupying a rail-hlghvay crossing 
Immediately In front of an approaching train. 

REPCRT CF THE CONCESSION1 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On November 18, 1955, there was a collision between 
a passenger train on the New York Central Railroad and 
a motor-truck at a rail-highway grade crossing near "Monroe, 
Mich., which resulted in the death of nine occupants of 
the motor-truck, and the injury of three occupants of the 
motor-truck. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate 

Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred 
by the Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration 
and disposition. 
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Point of _ ±2 

accident T T> "*~ 

< Detroi t , Mich. 
5.11 mi. 

ID 
16.33 mi. 

Rockwood 
6.56 nd* 

; ; Point of accident 
6.00 mi. 

Monroe, Mich. 
14.97 mi. 

A l e x i s , Ohio 
8.64 mi« 

* Toledo, Ohio 

1,477 
To f t . 

Monroe 
6.00 
nd. 

Cros s ing-whist le 
s ign 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t he D e t r o i t 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween A l e x i s , near T o l e d o , O h i o , and 
YD, near D e t r o i t , M i c h . , 43 .88 m i l e s . I n the v i c i n i t y o f 
t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r 
which t r a i n s moving w i t h the c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l 
sys tem supplemented by an i n t e r m i t t e n t i n d u c t i v e a u t o m a t i c 
t r a i n - s t o p sy s t em. The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the no r thward 
main t r a c k a t a p o i n t 20 .97 m i l e s nor th o f A l e x i s and 6 .00 
m i l e s n o r t h o f Monroe , M i c h . , where the r a i l r o a d I s c r o s s e d 
a t g r a d e by South Net /por t Foad , The nor thward main t r a c k 
i s t a n g e n t t h roughou t a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 m i l e s 
i m m e d i a t e l y sou th o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and a c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e d i s t a n c e n o r t h w a r d . The g r a d e I s l e v e l a t t he p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t . 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the southward 
main t r a c k l e l o c a t e d 1,590 f e e t wes t o f the nor thward main 
t r a c k . I n t h i s v i c i n i t y a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e o f the D e t r o i t 
and T o l e d o Shore L i n e R a i l r o a d p a r a l l e l s t h e nor thward main 
t r a c k o f the N . Y . C , on the e a s t a t a d i s t a n c e o f 91 f e e t . 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the r a i l r o a d 
e x t e n d s from sou thwes t t o n o r t h e a s t . South N e w p o r t Road 
e x t e n d s from south to n o r t h and I n t e r s e c t s t h e r a i l r o a d a t 
an a n g l e o f 35°10 ' , T i m e t a b l e d i r e c t i o n s * on the r a i l r o a d } 
a r e n o r t h and south, and t h e s e d i r e c t i o n s a r c used i n t h i s 
r e p o r t . South Newpor t Road i s 16 f e e t i n ^ I d t h and I s s u r J 
f a c e d w i t h c o n c r e t e . I t I s t a n g e n t t h roughou t a c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e d i s t a n c e on each s i d e Of the c r o s s i n g . The g r a d e f o r 
wes t -bound v e h i c l e s I s , s u c c e s s i v e l y , 1.1 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 
a d i s t a n c e o f 150 f e e t , p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30 
f e e t t o the D . & T . S . L . c r o s s i n g and 60 f e e t wes tward , and 
2 ,6 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 110 f e e t to the nor thward mam t r a c k 
o f t h e N . Y . C . The N . Y . C . c r o s s i n g I s s u r f a c e d w i t h p l a n k 
and i s 36 f e e t In w i d t h . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g a d v a n c e - w a r n i n g s i g n i s 
l o c a t e d 14 f e e t n o r t h o f the c e n t e r - l i n e o f t h e h ighway 
and 448 f e e t e a s t o f the N . Y . C , nor thward main t r a c k . T h i s 
e l g n i s 2 f e e t i n d i a m e t e r and i s mounted oh a mast 4 f e e t 
a b o v e the l e v e l o f the h i g h w a y . I t b e a r s t ^ T O i n t e r s e c t i n g 
d i a g o n a l l i n e s and the l e t t e r s "PR 1 1 i n b l a c k on a y e l l o w 
background . The l i n e s and l e t t e r s a r e o u t l i n e d w i t h r e ­
f l e c t o r b u t t o n s , A s tandard c rossbuck r a i l r o a d — c r o s s i n g 
s i g n I s l o c a t e d I n the n o r t h e a s t a n g l e o f the I n t e r s e c t i o n 
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o f t h e h ighway and t h e D . £ T . S , L , t r a c k s . A second c r o s s -
buck s i g n I s l o c a t e d 17 f e e t n o r t h o f the c e n t e r - l i n e o f 
the h ighway and 15 f e e t e a s t o f t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f t ho 
I ~ , Y . C . nor thward main t r a c k . T h i s s i g n i s mounted on a 
mast 8 f e e t 5 I n c h e s above the l e v e l o f the h i g f r r y and 
b e a r s t h e words "RAILROAD CROSSING-" I n b l a c k on a y e l l o w 
b a c k g r o u n d . The l e t t e r s e r e o u t l i n e d w i t h r e f l e c t o r b u t t o n s . 
A c r o s s i n g - w h i s t l e s i g n f o r north—bound t r a i n s i s l o c a t e d 
1,477 f e e t sou th o f t h e c r o s s i n g . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r e a d In p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

14 , Engine W h i s t l e S i g n a l s . 

I T o t e , — T h e s i g n a l s p r e s c r i b e d a r e i l l u s t r a t e d by 
" o " f o r s h o r t sounds; " — " f o r l o n g e r sounds, * * * 

Sound, I n d i c a t i o n . 

-M- # 
( l ) — -P- o — ( l ) A p p r o a c h i n g p u b l i c 

c r o s s i n g s a t g r a d e , 
* # * 

* # # 

1 7 . The h e a d l i g h t ^411 be d i s p l a y e d to t h e f r o n t 
o f c v ^ r y t r a i n by day and n 1 g h t , * * * 

30. The e n g i n e b e l l must be rung * * * w h i l e 
a p p r o a c h i n g and p a s s i n g -oubl ic c r o s s i n g s a t g r ade * * * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d sr>eed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s i s 
70 m i l e s nor hou r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

-*o. 304, a nor th -bound f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , 
c o n s i s t e d o f steam l o c o m o t i v e 3010, two b a g g a g e c a r s , two 
r e f r i g e r a t o r e x p r e s s c a r s , f o u r b a g g a g e c a r s , one coach , 
tiro s l e e p i n g c a r s , one coach , and one s l e e p i n g ca r , In the 
o r d e r named. The t h i r d and f o u r t h c a r s w e r e o f s t e e l 
under f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n , the n i n t h to the t h i r t e e n t h 
c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , ^ a r e o f l i g h t w e i g h t c o n s t r u c t i o n , and 
the o t h e r c a r s were o f c o n v e n t i o n a l a l l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
T h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d f rom I ton roe , t h e l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 
7:05 a. m., 17 minu tes l a t e , and w h i l e moving a t a speed 
o f 70 m i l e s p e r hour i t s t ruck a m o t o r - t r u c k a t a r a i l -
h ighway g r a d e c r o s s i n g 6,00 m i l e s n o r t h o f Monroe , where 
the r a i l r o a d I s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e by South Newpor t Road , 
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The v e h i c l e i n v o l v e d was a 1953 model 6 ~ w y l l n d e r 
1 - 1 / 2 - t o n C h e v r o l e t t r u c k w i t h a v a n - t y p e "body. I t was 
ox^ned by the New York C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d Company and b o r e 
M i c h i g a n l i c e n s e T o . 96-32CA* The d r i v e r h e l d M i c h i g a n 
o p e r a t o r ' s l i c e n s e T o , £ - 5 33 163 , A t the t ime o f the 
a c c i d e n t the truc-t was 0ceupi<s£ by the d r i v e r and 11 o t h e r 
p e r s o n s . T h i s v e h i c l e was moving wrsfrrard on South Newpor t 
Roed a t an e s t i m a t e d speed c f 5 o r 6 m i l e s p e r hour when 
i t e n t e r e d aoon tho c r o s s i n g and was s t r u c k by N o . 304, 

F o . 304 s topped w i t h t h e f r o n t end 2,500 f e e t n o r t h 
o f t h e c r o s s i n g . The f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e was s l i g h t l y 
damaged. The m o t o r - t r u c k was d e m o l i s h e d . 

The wea the r was c l e a r a t t he t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , 
T T h i c h o c c u r r e d about 7; 12 a, m. 

D u r i n g the 30-day p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g the day o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t the a v e r a g e d a i l y movement was 15 ,5 t r a i n s . D u r i n g 
the 24-hour p e r i o d b e g i n n i n g a t 2 ' 0 1 p . m,, November 29, 
1955, 367 a u t o m o b i l e s and 52 m o t o r - t r u c k s passed o v e r t h e 
c r o s s i n g . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

A s T o , 304 was a p p r o a c m n g the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the speed was 70 m i l e s p e r hour , as i n d i c a t e d by 
the t a p e of' t he s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e . The h e a d l i g h t T<Tas 
l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The enginemen were I n the cab o f the 
l o c o m o t i v e , and t h e members o f the t r a i n c rew were I n the 
ca r s o f the t r a i n . The enginemen sa id t h a t the e n g i n e e r 
sounded the g r a d e - c r o s s i n g t -h i s t i e s i g n a l f o r a r a i l - h i g h w e y 
g rade c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d 722 f e e t south o f South Newpor t Rood 

" ^ a n d t h a t he p r o l o n g e d the s i g n a l u n t i l the l o c o m o t i v e r eached 
t South Newpor t Road . They s a i d tha t the l o c o n o t i v e b e l l was 

r i n g i n g d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . The e n g i n e e r s a id t h a t the l o c o ­
m o t i v e T?B c l o s e l y a p e r o a c h l n g t h e c r o s s i n g b e f o r e he became 
aware t h a t t h e t ruck was e n t e r i n g the c r o s s i n g In f r o n t o f 
t h e t r a i n . Kc then made an .mcrgancy a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e 
brak c s, 

"hen the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the T O tor—truck wa.s o c c u p i e d 
by 12 members o f a m a m t - n a n c e - o f - w a y f o r c e o f t h " New York 
C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d which T Tas t e m p o r a r i l y s t a t i o n e d a t RockTTOod, 
1 2 , 5 8 m i l e s n o r t h o f J o n r o c , These employees e l l l i v e d i n 
the v i c i n i t y o f M o n r o e . S e v e r a l o f them had no means o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n be tween t h e i r horn's and t h e i r temporary h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s , and the motor—truck was p r o v i d e d by the c a r r i e r 
f o r t h e i r use i n g o i n g to and from **ork. I t was d r i v e n by 
one o f the members o f the f o r c e . On the day o f the a c c i ­
d e n t these . m p l o y e e s d e p a r t e d from Ifonroc abou t 6.45 a. m » , 
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This acc iden t was caused by a motor-truck occupying 
a r a i l -h ighway grade c ross ing immediately in f ron t o f an 
approaching t r a i n . 

Dated at Washington D. C e , t h i s twenty-seventh 
day o f December, 1955. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Clarke* 

(SEAL) HAROLD Da McCCY, 

and were to r e p o r t f o r duty at Rockwood a t 7:30 a. m» 
1Thcn the acc iden t occurred the d r i v e r and two employees 
were seated in the cab, and the other occupants of the 
truck wore in the r e a r . The occupants o f the cab were 
the on ly s u r v i v o r s . Pone o f these employees "as aware 
that the t ra in was approaching before tho acc iden t o c ­
curred, and none o f t h c o u l d remcrnb r any d e t a i l a of the 
t r i p es tho truck was approaching and en te r ing the c r o s s ­
i n g . The d r i v e r had boon d r i v i n g the truck to and from 
Rocktsrood during a p e r i o d of about 1 week p reced ing the day 
of the accident. . On the day o f tho acc iden t he planned to 
stop and p l a c e a s p e e d - r e s t r i c t i o n sign before reaching 
Rock wood, and f o r th i s reason he was using a d i f f e r e n t 
rou te from the one he had p r e v i o u s l y used e 

A wi tness to the acc ident had stopped h i s truck a t a 
r a i l -h ighway grade c ross ing 722 f e e t south o f the po in t o f 
acc iden t to w a i t f o r ! T o . 304 to pass . He said that the 
g rade -c ross ing w h i s t l e s igna l was be ing sounded es To . 304 
approached and passed that crossing* He f i r s t observed 
the truck moving westward on South V *port Road as i t vrpg 
•n t e r ing the c ross ing , and he thought that a t t h l e . t i m o 
the truck ™as moving a t a speed o f 5 or 8 m i l e s per hour. 
The acc iden t occurred a short time a f t e r daybreak* This 
wi tness said that when the acc iden t occurred there was 
s u f f i c i e n t l i g h t so that the use o f the head l igh t s on h i s 
truck was not necessary . 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f the po in t o f acc iden t two p o l e l i n e s 
p a r a l l e l the r a i l r o a d on tho east a t d i s tances o f 41 f o e t 
and 64 f ° o t , r e s p e c t i v e l y © As a v e h i c l e approaches tho 
c ross ing from the cast there la no obs t ruc t ion , wi th tho 
except ion o f these p o l o l i n o s , to the d r i v e r ' s v i ew of an 
approaching north-bound t ra in„ 

Cause 

Sec re t a ry . 


