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Rallroad:

Location:

Kind of accldent,
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Cperation:

Tracke:
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Hepor't Noy 3666

Hovember 18, 1955
Mew York Central

Monree, Mich.

Collision

Pasgenger train : Motor-truck
304

3010 :

13 cars :

70 m. p. h. : 5~8 m, p, h.

Timetable, traln orders, and
sutomatic wlock~slgnal systen

Double; tangent; level

Tangent., crosses tracks ot angle
of 35° 10'; 2.6 pcrennt escending
grade westwward

Clear

7:12 a, nm,

9 killled; 3 1injured

Mo tor~truck occcupylng rall-hlghway

grade croagsing immedlately in fronat
of approaching traln
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IYTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIMISSIOI

REPORT NO, 3666

IN THE MATTER CF MAKING ACCIDENT ITTVESTIGATION REPORTS
W'DER THZ ACCIDZUT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPAMY

December 27, 1955

Accldent near Monroe, Mich,, on l'ovember 18, 1855, caused
by & motor-truck occupylng a rall-highwvay crossing
lmamediately in front of an appreaching train,

RESCRT CF THT €O.2TSSIOr

CLAR{E, Commissioner:

On Kovembsr 18, 1955, there was a collislon between
& pessenger train on the "ew York Central Rallroed and
e motor-truck at a rall-highway grade crosslng near "onroe,
Mich,, which resulted in the death of nine occupants of
the motor-truck, and the injury of three occupants of the
mo tor--truck,

1
Under authority of sectlion 17 (2) of the Interstate
Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred
by the Commission to Commlssioner Clarke for conslderatlon
and dlaposition.



" NYC
Northward main track

«To Alexis, Ohio

S5ell mi,
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16,33 mi.
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Toledo, Chio

Detrolit, Mich,

Point of accldent

REPOI"I’: Ko. %66
New York Central Railroad

Near Monroe, Mich.
November 18, 1955
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Locatlaon of Aeccldent and Hethod of Cperatlon

Thls accldent occurred on that part of the Detrolt
Division extending between Alexis, near Toledo, Ohio, end
Y2, neer Detrolt, Mich,, 43,88 miles, In the viclnity of
the point of accldent this 1s a couble-track line, over
vhich tralns moving with the current of traffic are operated
by tlmetable, train orders, and an automatlc block-signal
system supplemunted by en intermlttent lnductive automatic
traln—-ston system, The accident occurred on the nerthrard
main ftrack at a point 2C.97 miles north of Alexis and 6.00
rlles north of tlonroe, Mich., 'here the rellroad ls crossed
at grade by South ewport Road. The northward maln track
ls tangent throughcut a Jdistance of approximatzly 3 mlles
ImmeCi1ately south of the pnint of accicent end a consider-
able ¢lstance northward, The grade 1e level at the polnt
of accldent.

In the vicinity of the polnt of sccldent the southrard
maln track is located 1,890 feet west of thz northward maln
track., In this vicinity a Couble-track line of the Detrolt
and ToleCo Shore Line Rellrced rarallels the northward main
track of the !".Y,.(, on the east at a distance of 91 f=et,

In the viclnity of the polint of accld-nt the rallrocad
extencs from southwest to northcast. South I-woort Roed
cxtends fror south to north and intersects the rallroed at
an angle of 35°10', ™metable directlons on the rallroad
are north ancd south, end these Tlrections arc used in thls
report, South Xiymort Roed 1s 16 fozt 1n -1dth and is su
faced with concrcte. It is tangent throughout a consider—
able dlstanca on each slde of the crossing. The grade for
west-bound vehicles 1&, successively, 1,1 pcreent ascending
a distance of 150 feet, precticelly level empreoximately 80
feet to the D,&T,.8,L. crossing and 80 fcet westward, end
2.8 nereent asen ndinv 110 feet o the northierd naln track
of the ",Y,C, The I.Y C. crossing 1s surfacod 11th plank
and 1s 36 feet in v1dth,

A clrcular ratlroesd-crossing advanco-werning sign 1s
located 14 fect north of the centor-line of the highvay
and 448 f-et cast of the 7.Y,C. nerthvard main treck., Thls
slgn 1s 2 fcet in dramecter and is mounted on a mast 4 foet
above the level of the highmay., It Tears two intcrscsctlng
dlagonal lines #nc¢ the lettors "FR" in black on a yellow
background, Tho lincs end lcttrs are outlined rith re-
fleetor buttons, £ standard crossbuck rallroad-crossing
S1gn 1s located In the northeast anglc of the lnterscction
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of the hightmy and the D.2%T7.5,L. tracks, A s-cond cross-
buek slgn Ls located 17 f:iet north of the crntoer-line of
the hlghway and 15 fcet zast of the ccontor-line of the
-+¥.C. northward main track, Thls sign is mountzd on a -
mast 8 feet 5 lncheg above the levzl of the high -y and
bears the words "RAILROAD CRCSSIMG' in black on a ycllow
background. The latters erz outlincd 1th reflector buttons.
A crossing-whistle sign for north~bound trains 1g located
1,477 fcet south of thc erossing,

This carricr'!s ovcrating rules read in part as follows:
14, Zngine Whistle Signels.

lote,——The slgnels prescribed are lllustrated by
"o" for short sounds; "—" for longer sounds, * % ¥

Sound, Inélcation,

w4

(1) — — 0 — (1) Annroaching public
grossings &t gradc,

:4_

LU

17, Tkec hcacdlight 111 be disnlay:d& to the front
of ev.ry train by day and n- cht, ¥ % #

30. The cnginc boll must be rung * * ¥ ~hile
avproaching and pessing nublic crossings at grade # # *

The maxlmum authorizcd specd for ressonger trains is
70 milcs —cr hour,

Doseriptlion of Acclécont

0. 204, a north-bound first-clags passcngcr trein,
consisted of steam locomotive 3010, tvo baggage cars, two
refrigerator express cars, four baggage cers, one coach,
tia sleering carg, one coach, and onc slecping car, in the
ordor named., The third and fourth cars wore of steel
under frame construction, the ninth to the thirteenth
cars, lnecluelve, trere of llghtwecight construction, and
the other cars rere of convontlonal ell-steel construction,
Thlg traln depertcd from lionroe, the last opch offlce, ot
7:05 a. m,, 17 olnutes late, and while moving at a specd
of 70 rilcs per hour 1t struck a motor-truck at a rail-
hlghway grede crossing 6,00 miles north of Monrog, wherc
the rallroad 1s crossod at grade by South Newnort Road.
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The vohiela involved was a 1283 model G-cylinder
1-1/2-ton Chevrolct truck with a van-type bedy. It 1as
ovned by the "~w York Ccntral Rallroad Comnzny and borc
Michigan lic.nsc o, $5-32CA. The driver held Michlgan
op:. rator's liccnsc o, KE-B3E3 163. At *he timc of the
accident the trucst wes ceeupled by the ériver and 11 other
pirsons, Tils vchlele ves moving westrard on South ewport
Roed at an cstimatcd spueed of 5 or € milcs por hour vhen
1t cntorcd amon the crossing end wes struck by o. 304,

No. 304 stoopcd +rith the front cnd 2,500 fset north
of the crossing. The front of the locemotive was slightly
damaged, The motor-truck was dcmollshcd.,

The weathor vas clcar at the time of the accideont,
~hlieh occurrzd about 7:12 a. m,

During the 30-day veriod proeceding the day of the
accldent the averape daily movement vas 18,5 trains, During
the 24-hour period beglnning at 2:01 ©, m,, rovembor 22,
1255, 367 aitomobilcs and 52 motor-trucks nasscd ovir the
crcssing.

Dlscussion

As l'o, 304 ~mas anproacning thc point rthere the accicont
oceurrcd tho speed was 70 miles pzr hour, as indlecatcd by
the tape of* the ancod-recording devicz, The headlight was
lighted brightly. The c¢nglnoraon were in the cab of the
locomotive, and thc mcombers of the trein crow vers ln the
cars of th: train, Tho cneincmzn said tkat the ingineer
soundsd the grade-crossing -hlstle slgnal for a rall-kighw 7
grade crossing locatcd 722 feoot scuth of South "cwport Food

# ~and that he proloagcd the signel untll the locomotlve rceched

s South HNownort Road. Th:wy szi1d that tho loconotive bell was
ringing during this time, Thc cngincor sald that the loco-
motive 1es closely eporoaching the crossing boforc he »ecame
arrare that thc truck vag cntorlng the cressing in front of
the train, Hc then madz an _mcrgencey o plication of the
brakces,

"hon the accldent ocourr-d tho 7Totor—truck vas occupled
by 12 mcmbers of & meint-nonce-of-way force of th~ ew York
C-ontral Rallroad which ees tomrorerily stationod at Rockrood,
12,38 milos north of .lonroc, Thesc mployecs ell lived in
the viclnity of Jfonroe. S-veral of thcm had no means of
trangoortation botween thoar hem-s and theilr tomperery head-
querters, znd the nctor—truck ves mrovided by the cerrior
for thiir usc in going to #nd from "ork. It wes C{rivcn 2y
ong of the mcmbecrs of the foree. On the day of the acel-
dont thesc .mmleyece deonortzd from lanroc about 6.45 a. o.,
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and vrorc to rcport for duty at Rockrood et 7:30 a. m,

"men the aceldont occurred the driver end t1o cmploycces
vere scated in the eab; and thez other occupnents of the
truck vere In the rear., The occupants of the cab wcre

the only survivers, ['ong of thosc cmployoes vras awarc
that thc train was approeching before the accldcont oc—
currcd, and non¢ of thom could rcmemb r any dctails of tho
trip es the truck was spproachlng and cntering the eross—
ing, The drliver had boen driving the fruck to #nd from
Rockwood during a pcriod of about 1 wock preceding the day
of the eccldent, O©On the dsy of tho accldent ho planncd to
stop and place a specd-restriction slgn bcocfore roaching
Rockwood, and for thlis rcason hc wee using a diffcront
routc from the onc he had previously uscd,

A witness te tho aceldent hed stopped his truck at a
rall-hlghwvay gredc crossing 722 fcct south of the point of
accidcnt to valt for 2o, 304 to pass, Hc gseld thet the
gradc-crossing whistlc signal wes bcing sound:zd es o, 304
epproechcd and pasgscd thet crossing. Ec flrat obscrved
thce truck moving westvard on South 7 sport Roed »s 1t wes
‘ntoring the crossing, and he thought that #t thle.flmo
the truck was moving et & smced of & or 8 miles por hour,
The accldent occurrcd a short time aftor deybrcak, Thies
witncse sald that +hcon the eceld-nt sccarred there wes
sufficicnt light so thet thc usc of the headlights on hls
truck 1as not nceccssary,

In the vielnity of th: point of eccidcnt tvo pole lings
perallcl thc rallrecad on tho cast at distanocs of 41 foet
and 64 f-gt, rospectively, As ¢ vchiclc avproaches the
crosslng from the cest thore is no obstruction, +rith the
oxesption of thosz pole lines, to the driver's vicw of an
epproaching north-bound treln,

Caousn

This accldont woa causcd by # mofor-truck occupylng
a reil-highway grade crcasing immcdlatcly in front of an
approaching traln,

Datcd at Washington, D, G.,, thls twenty-scventh
day of Dgeccmber, 1955,

By the Conmlission, Commissionar Clarkec,

( 8EAL) HARCLT D. MceCCY,

3oereotary.



