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INTERSTATE COUCERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTCR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RATILROAD AT PLEASANTVILLE,
OHIO, ON DECEMBER 10, 1333.

January 19, 1933.
To the Cormission®

On Decemper 10, 1932, there was a side coliision between two
freicht trains on thie New York Central Rsilroac at Pleasantvilie,
Ohi1o, wnich resultew 1in the 1ujury ol two employees and one
trespasscz.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that pert of the Chio Division
extendin~r between Corning and Columbue, Ohic, a dlstance of 70.1
miles, in the vicinity or ftae point of accident this 1s a single-—
track linc over which trains are opecrated by tire-teblie, train
orders, and a manual block-sicnal system. The acclient occurred
at the fouling point of the noxth switch of the passin~ track at
Pleasantville, approaching this point from the south the track 1s
tangent for a distance of 2,909 feet, winile the grade 1s descend-
1ing to within about 230 teet of the touling point, varying from
0.15 to 0,55 per cent, following which taere 1s a slight ascend-
1no crade.

The passing track 1s 3,105 fect 1n lenzth and parallels the
main track on the east. The switch stand at the north swith 1s
of the New Century interricdiate type, located on the fircmen's
s1de cf a northbound engine, 11 1s edquippea wviin a switch lamp
mounted on top of a mast about 8 feet i1in heizht, nicht indications
are red when the switch 1s open and green when 1t 1s closed,

The weather was cloudy and 1t wae dork, but visibility was
good at the timec of the accideni, which occurred about 11.45 p.m.

Description

Southbound light engine 7980 was 1n charge of Engineman
Welling and Fireman Gatchell, At Thurston, 2.7 miles north of
Plessantville, the crew received train order Ne., 131, Form 19,
proviuln:, 1n part for a mect with train third No. 91 at Pleasant-
ville, Encine 7980 departed from Tuurston at 11.08 p.m., accord-
1nz to the train sneet, and on arrival at Tlessantville 1t entered
the north ewitch of the passing track, stopsing clear at the
south switch, and extinguisned tnc headlight.

Southvound freight train extra 18 consisted of 69 cars and a
caboose, haulecd ©y cnzine 18, and was i1n charge of Conductor
Cullen and Enzincman Mills. A%t Thurston, the crew received train
order No. 129, Form 19, directing them to meet trailn third No, Sl
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at Plessantville. Extra 18 departed fiom Thurston at 11 1€ p.m.,
according to the train siueet, and on srrival at Pleasantville 1t
pulled 1n and siopped ben.nd engine 7980, with the rear four cars
and caboose exftenuing out upon the wain track, while stendin Ln
this position they were struck by train third No. 9l.

Northbound seconcé-clars freilght train taird No. €1 consisted
of 46 cars znd a caboose, :auled by engine 87, and was 1n charae
of Conductor Hancockx and Engineman Stewart. At Bremen, 10,3 miles
south of Pleasentville, the crew received copies of trzln craers
Nos. 139 ond 131, Form 1€, previously mentioned. Train tiaird No.
81 veparted frow Bremen at 11 11 p.a., according to the train
sheet, and collided with the rear portion of extrs 18 at Pleasant-
vilie wville traveling »t a speed estimate. to nave been about 20
mlles per hour.

Engine 87 was not cerarlec, but 1t dersiled s=nu overturned
the tourth, thirda anc second cars ahesa of the caboose 1n extre
18, an. then couplea into the first cor shesd oi tane csboose aond
shovea thrt car #nd the caboosge backward about six c~r-lengtns.
The employees 1n)jured were the ensinemen and fireman of trcin
third No. 91, who jumped just hefore the eccicent.

Swrisry of evicence

Engineman Welling, of light engine 7980, steted thert vhen his
engine entered ithe north switch tne switch lamp wos burning, rnd
after the switch was closed beiiind nls cngline he srw the 1udicn—
tion change from red to 2Ireen After pulling down to clerr 2t the
gouth switch he extinguished his heeuwliTut, nd when extra 18
pulled i1in behind his engine he looked bac< ana when thai train
stopped he saw the enzinenon extinguich the heodlizht. Engineuwan
Wellinzy did not know theot the resr poition of extra 18 wns not in
the clear, he did see a morker light, however, ~nd from 1ts loca-
tion he presumed that the trein was clear of the main track.
Northbound trrin third Mo. 91 prssed nls ennlne a2t » speed of
abort 20 miles per hour ond he then depnrted southwrrd, without
knowinzy of the occurrence of the =ccident.

Engineman Mills, of extre 18, steted thet he did not know how
mAany cars there were 1in his train ~nd when he stopped behind light
enTine 7280 he wos not positive whether the rear end of nie train
172 1n the clear. He 1intended only to dim the heesdlight on his
enfine, but he thought 1t wee possible he did not pull the ewitch
over far enough to meke contact, resulting i1in his herdlicht being
extinguished, or else that his gleeve mizht have ceought i1n the
switch snd shut off the headlisht when he tried to open the cab
window and call & warning to the eaginenan of trein third ¥No. 81
thet he was not sure whether the rear of his trein wes 1nto clesr,
he did not hear his hesd brakersn tell him to cerll to the croy of
train third No. 91. EnTineman Mi11ls had not received sny signel
from the rear end of his train to indicete thot 1t was clesr, nor
nad he instructed hisbrakeman to take the precmutior. either to
flag ~ahead or to tell the crew of the livht engine to tuin on
their heaalight as & warning to the approaching trrin. Ii further
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aprpealed thet Enelneman Mi1lls realized ta=t the reflection irom
the headlieht of his own engine would be obscured to some extent
because of his having stonped ¢losge to the tender of cnainc 7980,
but nevertheless he said the reason he did not whistle tazt train
down tas because he thousht the ensine crew would sece that re-
flcction., Engineman Mills further stated that the switch lamn

was not burning when he heaged 1n at the north svitch, this stat
ment beiny verificd by Fireman McDowell and Head Brakeman Tobiln.
After their trsin stopped, the fireman looked back but could not
gce any marker li.ht, co he fi7urea thet the rear cnd of L1is train
vag not in tne clear, as did the head brakeman. Both of these
employees sew tne reflection fiom iaelr neadlivht unon Lie tank of
gnvinc 7280, and presumed that 1t would serve as & warnin; to
train thizd No, 91 tuat the rcar of cxtra 18 wosgmok.in tae clear.
fead Brakcman Tobin furtner. stated thst his traln?stppe& about
one car--lenzth back of enTine 7980 anu then pulled ahead, After
thig had been wone he saw an adtomoblle, whica had been standing
at the crossinm, pase over 1t ano then he knew that the rear of
his ftrain could not have mcved aheac enou-h to be into clear, the
crossin? being severial casr-lencgthe fron the switch, anc consc-
quently when train third No. 91 arrivea he cslleu +o Enoineqan
Mi1lls that their train was not into clear. He then cot oft on the
left side with the intention of running around the front end and
signalin: train third No. 91 but the enzinc of that trainled pessed
betfore he could do so.

Conductor Cullen, of extre 18, steatcce that when his tr in
stoppeu, the rear end blocked the ﬂlrhway crogsint Just uoith of
the switch, and he gave a go-ahead sicnal to 118 engine wan, where-
upon the Tra1n pulled ahead cnough to clear tne road crosclng.
Conductor Cullen then went i1nto the caboose %0 complete his re-
portis anc Flagmen Kober remsined out to flaz. After about 10
minutes nad clapsed the crnductor acar. train third No. 91 approach-
1ns, ant ne 20t out of the capcose when his flagman shoutcc a
warninT to him. Conductor Cullen ssoted tnat 1t 18 customery when
pul¢1nh 1nto a passing track to give a stop si nel to the Lesd end
after the train 1s 1in the clear, but no such signal was -.1ven on
this occegion, and hce assumed that the neadllﬂht wae buruing and
woula be spuillcient protection. Conuuctol Cullen aid noi sce the
switch lamp, but Flagman Kober statedt that 1t was durning. The
flasman gaw train third No. 91 comine, and rcalizing thet 1t was
not going to stop he ran towarc 1t snd lightcu a Tusee s he pas-
e~d nlr own caboose, at the same timc warnin: his conductor, but
1t was then too late to avert thec accident,

Enainemnan Stewart, of train third Ne., 21, stotca turt
approecning the :.ceting point he ceged off on the throttlr‘, but .
continuec to work steam, After observinT tnat the headlivhts on
botn engines on the peesinz track were screened or cxtlrfuluuud
ke feclt positive that extra 1€ wes 1n the cleer, ot this tiame hlS
specd was about 10 or 12 miles per hour #nd he thern 1ncrensed 11,
but when cvout 10 or 15 car-— ~lensths from the north switch he sew
the cars thot extended out upon tnc wain track eno then saw some
one lignt a fusee, go he immedi~tely =pplied *ne air orokes 1n
cacrgency and Jumpea Just orior to the sccident, estimeting the



—5—

gpced to have been about 30 miles per hour when the collision
occurred. Engineman Stewart furtner stated that he had scen the
yellow 1naication displayed by the left marker on the caboose of
extra 48, apparently having locked over the tops of the gondola
cars just ahecad of the caboose, which stood on the curve, and as
the marker was in line with the main track this also led him to
believe that extra 18 was 1n the clear. He did not see the gwitch
lamp, but a few minutes after the accident he examined 1t and
Tfound 1t to be cold.

Fireman Schwartz, of train third No. 91, saw the engines on
the siding, but he did not observe from his side whether or not
tneir headlights were burning, on passing them, however, Engineman
Stewart remarked that they must be in the clear as their hecad-
lights were not burning. Fireman Schwartz also saw the left
marker of the caboose, in line with the west side of the traan,
and remarked that the train must be 1n the clear, whereupon the
engilneman 1ncrecased speed to about 25 miles per hour. Fireman
Schwartz was loocking for the switch lamp when the engineman shut
off steam and applied the brakes 1n emergency, the fireman did not
see the switch lamp prior to the accident, saying that 1t was
elther extinguished or burning so dimly that 1t was not visible,
and he did not call the engineman's attention to the absence of
the gwitch lamp indication, as the ceboose marker light had led
him 1nto believing that extra 18 wes 1n the clear. Hesd Brakeman
Howard, who wrs on the engine of trerin third No 91, ond Conductor
Hancock and Flagman Foreman, who were in the cabooseg, sai1id the
headlights of both ergines on the sidinz were out when their frein
passcd them,

Conclusions

This accident was caused primcrily by the frilure of Engine-
man Mills of extre 18, to hmve tne hemalight of his engine dis-
plryed, end by his failure to provide such other flag protection
2s was necesgary i1n view of the fact that he wid not know whether
the rear end of his train was into clear.

Engineman Mills did not know whether the rear of his trein
was 1nto clear and had intended only to dim hie headlight, but
sald he might have extinguished 14 accidentally, and the conly other
precaution taken by him was to attempt to call a warning to the
engine crew of train third No 91 as they passed him; the head
brakeman knew the train was not into clear out was preparing to
eat his lunch, the result being that when trsin third No. 91
approached, the biakeman got off on the left side of the engine
wlith the i1ntenfion of running around to the front of 1t and giving
& slgnal to the approaching trein but did not have time enough to
do so. Engineman Mills was 1n charge of the hend end of his train
and should have known that the siding would not hold his trein ~nd
that steps would hove to be traken to give positive and definite
information to the crew of the opposing ftrain sccordingly.

The weight of evidence tends to indicate that his headlight
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wes nol burning, but had he srranged for the engineman of the

light engine ahead of hiw on the sidirg to turn on the headlisht

of thet engine, and 1n addition had he been prepered to digplay

such flazeing signals as the situation requirecd, or instructed .
the brakeman to thet effect, he would h~ve given the crew of

train third No. 91 ample opportunity to stop before colliding with
his trzin, which the weight of evidence indicatées nad becen stand-—
1ng ahout 1C minutes bveforec troin third No. S1 errived.

Conductor Cullen, of extra 18, had s richt to expect that
some form of protection would be afTorded by those et the head
end of his train but at the same timc he wes not jJustified in
Temelning 1n his cabeose whilc 1t was st%&%lﬁgcupylnj the nain
track pnd hed to be protected azainet trains/in both directions.
He ghould have slaticned himself where ne coculd nave observed
what was transplring, 1n which event he would At lemsst hove af-
fordea hirself a cnance of preveniing the accident. The evidence
ls conflicting as to whether the switcn lamp was burnine at the
north switch,

Respectfully submittec,
W. P. BCORLAND,

Director,



