INTERSTATR COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REFORT NO, 3266
THE NEW YORXK CENTHAL RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR NORWOOD, ¥, Y., ON
SEPTEMBER 26, 1950




Da te:

Railroad:

Location:

Find of acecldent:
Equipment involved:
Estimnted speeds:

Operation:

Tracl:

Hizhway:

Weather:
Timo:
Casusl £l e

Cause:

L2 a4 Repnrt Mo, FE6E

SUMMARY

Sapterner 25, 1250

New York Central

Korwood, N. V,

Tolllsian

Tr-ck motor-car : Motor-truclk

Un novn : 20 m., p. h.

Timetable, trein orders and mrnual-
bloci sy -ter

S1lg~le; 004! curve; 7.9 percent
dr-gcendinc prad~ northward

Tonoent; crosces track at angle of
Gregel, lovel

Tloudy

1C: %4 a, m,

¢ %£11led; 1 injur-d

Faillure of track motor-car ope ator
and¢ motor-truck dviver propesly tn
control gpevd of tlirlr respe-~tive

vericlen epnroachins rall-hivtwvay
rrade crossing



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REFORT NO, 32€6

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDEWNT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER TEE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910,

NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILRCAD COMPAINY

November 20, 19850

Accident near Norwood, N. Y., on September 26, 1950, caused
by failure of the traci motor-car operator and the
motor—~truck driver properly to control the speed of

thelr respective vehicles approachiny a rail-highway
grade crossing.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Comrissioner:

On September 26, 1350, there was a collislon between
a track moteor-car on the New York Central Ralilroad and a
motor-truck at a rall-highway grade-crossing near Norwnod,
M, Y., which resulted in the death of three employees and
the injury of the driver of the motor-truck,

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstnte Com-
merce Lct the above-entlitled proceeding was referred by the

Commisslon to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Lecesation of Accident ond Metlond of Zperation

Thi-~ sccident occurrad non that part of the St.
Lawvence Divislon extending between Watesrtown and :assria,
N, Y., 87,72 mlles. In the vicinity of the point of
accident this 1s & single-track llne, over which trains .r:
operated bty timetable, traln ordersg and a manual-plock
syst=n. Tke movements nf track motor~cars are authorized
by Motor Car Permit Form M., This accident occurred at &
point 77,69 miler nortk of Watertown and 2,8 miles nortn cf
the station at Norwood, where the rallroad 1s crossed 2t crnde
by Hales Fighway. From the south on the rallroad there 2re,
in successinon, a tangrnt 4,394 feet in lenoth and a 0°24!
surve to the rifFht 841 feeot to the point of accldent and @
fe:t northward. South of the crossing the track 1s laid in
a cut about 700 feet in lenoth, the nortkh end of whiech is 115
fe:t soutn of the crossing. The walls of the cut rice 1o a
heilrnt of 3 fret abov~ tre level of the ftops of the ralls,
A snow fence, 6 foet 5 inches high and about 450 feet long,
extends along the top of the weast wall of the cut and 30 Tt
wast of the center-line of the trzck, Tre north end of the
gnow fence in 215 feet south of the center-line of the hi~hway.
The rade Tor north-bound trains is 0,9 pesrcent descending
nortaward at the point of accident. The highway intersects
thes rallrcad at an eznele of B&°R22'., The hichway 1o 14,4
feet wide and 1s surfaced with mscadam, From ths wsst the
hichwiy 1s tangent throughout a distance of 3,100 feet To
the crosalng end a considerable distance eastward, The ~rade
for cast-bound vehicles is practically level, The croscing
1s 24 fest in wildth., It ies of olenk construction and ig level
with the tops of the ralls. Flanceways 2-5/9 1nches wide arc
maintainad,

A circular railroad-cros=zing advance-warning sign, 2.8
fest in diameter, 1s located to the right of the dircction
of cust-~tound highway traftflec, 351 feet west of the crossing
and 13 fest eouth of the center-line of the highway. The
strm is mount»d on a mast and ity ton is 4 fe 't 3-3/4 inche-
abovc ths surface of the ground. This sign Yrears two
interscetine dlagonal black lines and tke letters "RB" in black
on a yellow tackground., The letters and the lineg =re cgutiired
by colerless raflector buttons, A atanderd cross-buck
rallroad—-crnssing sisn is located in the southwest ancle of tre
Intersection, 37.5 fret west of the center-line of the track
and 12,3 fect south of the center-line of the highway. This
glzn 1s mounted on 2 mast and the center of the cross—-buck is
12 fe.t above the surface of the ground. The cross-buck Dears
the wordg "RAILROAD CROSSING" in black lettsrs on a white
background.

.
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This ecarrler's rules Tor the overatinn of track motor,
velocip .le, khand and push cars read in part an follows:

1702, The operation of track motor * * % cars, .
mist be in chavee of qualified employsc * # %

1608, Cars must be inspected dally by tre
coploye in charze, Defective cars must not te
operated.

1922, * * ¥ Caras must approach crogsingg # # #
prepared to ctop,

Cars murt be brougnt to a 5top belore proceedinz
over any unprote:cted highvay crossing or crossing
profected by -~utomnatic slznal not operatins, wher
g full, clear and unchstructed view of at le~st 500
feev in eltier direction from the traci is not
afTorded; all such cxrs mugt core to a gtop belnre
¢cros33ing A hirhway ov gtreest In the event of a
vehicle appreoaching the crossing wlthin 5070 fent,

1574, Cara ghall not exceed 10 miles per hour
woen passing % % ¥ gyep * ¥ # p)ohwny crossinges.,

AT othevr points bhand cars shall rnot excecd 15 nile-
ner nour and track motor cars 0 miles per hour,

LI B

Description of Accldent

Treek motor-csr 3872, cccupled by a track motor--ar
oper~tor, a sup>rvisor of track and a lineman, departad
norfrward from Norwood at 10:22 a, m., and w~hile movin: atb
an unknown epeed 1t struck a motor-truck on s rall-hlehway
gradn-crossing 2.8 nlles north of the stutlon at Norwnod.

The motor~truck involved 1ln the accident wes a 1241
Chevrolet owned by Gsorse Underwood, Norfolk, M. Y, The
ariver, who was the sole occupant, held Hew Vork chaufleur!s
llcense 7204478, The motor-truck was prwered by s H-cylindesr
gagolise motor, Nn, AJB75032, and bore New York license
533-536, It was provided wlth a steel-enclos.d cab. The .
wheol base was 18 fe~t 2 inches long, and the total length
of the vchicle waes 19 fect & inches., The motor—truck wes
provided with a dump body with extended sides., It wac eguloped
with oual tires nn tre rear wheels, Tre brake was hydraullcally
operated and wss provided with a vacuum booster, The motor-
truck weizhed £,275 vounds. At the time of the accldent the
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cargo consisted of 19,500 pounde of Mo, £ crnshed stone, The
triac's was meving esztward at an ectimated gveed of 30 miles
per nour when it entrred the croszing and was struck by track
motn =car 2E79,

Track motor-car 3879 wcs deralled to the right., It
ovarturn3:d and stopned at a point 73 feet east of the track
gnd 16 feet sonth of the center-line of the hizhway, and 1t
was demolished.

Tre motor-truck overturna2d to the right and stopped
2t a point 248 fect ensst o the track and 21 fert south of the
cenber-liuec of the hiohway, The fusl tanks ware punctured and
ragsoline brcane lanited., Tre motor-truck wes badly dasmarmcd.

The ~mployees killed were tre track motor-car opverator,
the supervicor of track and the linetan,

The weether was cloudy at the time o the accldent,
vhich ococurred e¢bout 10:34 &, N,

Acrordins to dota fuprnistad bv the rallroad, track
motur-car SEYI vas of the 4-vheel type, was eauipped with a
4-wheel vreke and was lnszulated to prevent the shunting of
track circuvits, It was porvered by a l-cylinder £8-13 horsepower
casnline engine, It was enuipned wlith sa®ety ralllnps and
a windgnteld and had seatinc cepaclty for 4 persons. It
wel shed 1,100 moundg,

Th2 averase dnily mnvement duringe the 30-day perilod
precrdiing trhe day of the accident was 9.8 trains, Durin~ :
tke Z4-=hour pﬂ”iod oeginning &t 12:0) a. m., S3ptember 0,
1950, 205 eutomebtlles, 154 trucks, 2 horse-drawn vshicles and
2 b*cyol“ aﬁsvd ovor tte crosslng.

Discuszion

In the vielnity of the polnt of accident the movemencs
of track motor—cars on the maln track are auvtnerized by Motor
Car Permit Form M, This form specifieg the extent to which the
main track may be ugsed by s motor~car., The rmles governing
operation en tiilg line requlrs that the opera*icn or track
motor-cars must be in the charge of nualifled emplovecs, Track
mo tor-cars must be inspected dully by the employee in ciwrce
and must not We operated if [»und defective, They must he
go operated that thcy can te stopped short of rall-highway
gradc-croaelings, and must be stopn 0 belore they procesd
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ovar an naprotected highway croscin~ vhare a full, clear ond
unobgtructed view orf at least 00C feet from the track 1a r2%
aflord>d, They must be stoepoed short of a hilshway cros«ing

i a vehicle 1o a»proaching on the highway witlin 200 fTeds '
of the crossing,

)

The investization dlcclosed thiat 2t 51588 a. m, on
day of thn accldsnt Motor Zar FPermit Form M, zdcresgsed ©
the overator of track motor-car 32379, wee dellvered to e
track gupervisor hy the cperstor at Gouverneur, &9,65 'l eco
sovth of Norwocd, This perait asthoriz @ the movement of tr-ck
aotor-cer 3879 nortrward from Gouv. rnzur. Track mnudr—o
%879, occupled by the track motor—car operator and ths Tiocu
snprrvisor, depart-d nortiward from Zouverneur at & . L, an
erriv.d at Morwood arcout 17:£6 a, m, Abcut 1C:27 a, 1., Zotor
Car Permit Toram ¥, addressed o the onerabtor of tract moior—cor
3879, was Aclivered to tre track supcrvvloor by tas cnirotodr
at Norwood, Tris permit antherized the movement of tn: tr-ci¥
motor-car from Norwood %o Mussena, 12.9 miles, The llnesan,
who was incpecting communlcation lines, boarded the trock
rotir=:or ot Norwood, The operater ot Norwood scld thar trag
moetor—car CEYC, cccupiecd by tho trscx supe~riisor, the
tricii rotar-car operacor, anc the lilaeman, depa-~ted nyri v
at L:e? a, m. About & minutess loter and -shlle meving T an
vngnovn speed, the trock mrtor—c:r steuck a motor-truci o
rail-riehwiy grade—-crossing £.8 miles nortn of the arvatio

-

¢t Vorwoon.

P

Trc dAriver of thr motor-truck szld h: started tn veor't chout
g:4L o, m, on the dar of trc accident., He wns en ~Xprricoae 4
driver and was familiar with the route over which the nn' .-
truck w2~ moving, When the accident occurred he was uaiic -
hig *tird cestwnrd Sriv for tha*t fav over th~ crossing, Tie
veh:cle was enrcaged in movino ecrushed etone from o cunrey "o
a8 hirkwoew ceonsiruction prnject, a bzul of rhout 12 mites, The
mtor=-trck was in cond mechonicel condltion, The driv-r» ~-1id
tTha* 25 Sre mtor-truck was ap.rensling the crocsine i on--gd
was rccduzet to erout Z0 miles per hour. ¥e lecoked in -.r2n
dir:ction fer approanrrin~ trailns. Eecanse of the rasipl :h.d
View of the trrck south of the crossing and o gnow fenc ~lonT
thz west wall of the cut =and bulldings and vegetation a’tj ce=at
to the truck, the driver d1d not se= the track motor—car until
the motor=-truck was cbout to enter the crossiam. Ho imsodoabaly
applied the brake but the rotor-truck cnuld not ke stcpr-G ‘
tefore 1t entercd the crossinz., Aftcr the collision osiarr-d
the driver lost control of the motor—truck znd 1t overtirned.
Gasolin~e becume ignited and the vehicle w s further danired
by fire,
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From a point 300 feet south of the crossing, the operator
of a north-bound track motor-csr has an unobstructed view of
the highway west of the croscing a distance of 70 feet, A%

a distance of 50 feet south of the crossing, the unobstructed
view of the highway west of the point of accident is 370 feet.
From o point 130 feet west of the crossing on the highway the
driver of an east-bound vehicle hae an unobstructed view of the
track soutn of the crossing a distance of 181 feet. At a noint
20 feet west of the crossing the unobstructed view of tines track
south of the crossing is 2,000 feet. Tre driver of the motor-
truck did not see the track motor-car until it was within a

few feet of the crossing. All of the occupants of the track
motor-car were killed in the acclident, end it could not be
determined what action was taken to stop the track motor-car
before the colllision occurred.

Cause
It is found thst this accident was caused by fallure
of the track motor-car cperator and the motor-truck driver
properly to control the speed of their respective vehicles
approaching a rall-hisghway crade crossing.

Dated at Washington, D. C., this twentieth
day of November, 1550.

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W, P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



