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SartemoFr 25, 1950 
New York Central 
Norwood, N. Y. 
Collislon 
Track motor-oar : Motor-truck 
Un-n.-iT-m : 50 m. p. h. 

Timetable, train orders and manual-
block sy "te'î  

"In^le; 0 cfe' ourve; 0.9 percent 
d e s c erid j na p r a d ̂  nor thward 
Tanoent; crosees track at anrle of 
S^c22'; level 
Cloudy 
10:34 a. m. 
3 killed; 1 injured 
Failitre of track motor-car one -ator 
and motor-truck driver properly to 
control speed of their respo',1~j ve 
vehicles epo,"caching rail-hielway 
grade crossing 

SUMMARY 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 5366 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

November 20, 1950 

Accident near Norwood, N. Y., on September 26, 1950, caused 
by failure of the track motor-car operator and the 
motor-truck driver properly to control the speed of 
their respective vehicles approaching a rail-highway 
grade crossing. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Commissioner: 
On September 26, 1950, there was a collision between 

a track motor-car on the New York Central Railroad and a 
motor-truck at a rail-highway grade-crossing near Norwood, 
N. Y., which resulted in the death of three employees and 
the injury of the driver of the motor-truck. _ 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
disposition. 
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Location of Accident and Method of Op era tion 
Thi~" accident occurred on that part of the St. 

Lawrence Division extending between Watertown and Massena, 
N. Y., 87.73 miles. In the vicinity of the point of 
accident this is a single-track line, over which trains arc. 
operated by timetable,~train orders and a manual-block 
system. The movements nf track motor-cars are authorized 
by Motor Car Permit Form M. This accident occurred at a 
point 77.69 miles north of Watertown and 2.8 miles north cf 
"the station at Norwood, where the railroad is crossed at grade 
by Holes Highway. From the south on the railroad there are, 
in succession, a tansynt 4,394 feet in length and a o°24' 
curve to the right 841 feet to the point of accident and 9 
fe it northward. South of the crossing the track is laid in 
a cut about 700 feet in length, the north end of which is 115 
fe^t soutn of the crossing. The walls of the cut rise to a 
heifht of 3 feet abov» the level of the tops of the rails. 
A snow fence, 6 feet 5 inches high and about 450 feet long, 
extends along the top of the west wall of the cut and 35 feet 
west of the center-line of the track. The north end of the 
snow fence is 215 feet south of the center-line of the highway. 
The grade for north-bound trains is 0.9 percent descending 
northward at the point of accident. The highway intersects 
the railroad at an angle of 8e c82'. The highway in 14.4 
feet wide -and is surfaced with macadam. From the west the 
highway is tangent throughout a distance of 3,100 feet to 
the crossing and a considerable distance eastward. The grade 
for east-bound vehicles is practically level. The crossing 
is 24 feet in width. It is of olsnk construction and is l^vel 
with fne tops of the rails. Flangevays 2-5/8 inches wide are 
maintained. 

A circular railroad-crossing advance-warning sign, 2.5 
feet in diameter, is located to the right of the direction 
of oast-bound highway traffic, 351 feet west of the crossing 
and 19 feet south of the center-line of the highway. The 
si rn is mounted on a mast and its top Is 4 fer t 3-3/4 inche" 
abo'/c the surface of the ground. This sign tears two 
Intersecting diagonal black lines and the letters "RH" In black 
on a yellow background. Tne letters and the lines are outlined 
by colorless reflector buttons, A standard cross-buck 
railroad-crossing sign is located in the southwest angle of tne 
intersection, 37.5 fe-et west of the center-line of the track 
and 15.3 feet south of the center-line of the highway. This 
sign is mounted on a mast and the center of the cross-buck is 
12 feet above the surface of the ground. The cross-buck bears 
the words 11 RAILROAD CROSSING" in black letters on a white 
background. 
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This carrier's rules for the operation of track motor, 
velocipede, hand and push cars read in part as follows: 

1902. The operation of track motor * * * cars . 
must be in charge of oualified employer * * * 

1908. Oars must b« inspected daily by the 
employe in charge. Defective cars must not be 
operated. 

1922. * * * Gars must approach crossings * # * 
prepared to stop. 

Oars must be brought to a stop before proceeding 
over any unprotected highway crossing or crossing 
protected by automatic signal not operating, where 
a full, clear and unobstructed view of at le-'-st 500 
feet in either direction from the track is not 
afforded; all such cars must come to a stop before 
crossing a highway or street in the event of a 
vehicle approaching the crossing within 500 feet, 

1924. Gars shall not exceed 10 miles per hour 
when passing * * * over * * * highway crossings. 

At other points hand cars shall not exceed 15 mile^ 
per hour and track motor cars C-0 miles per hour. 

# * to 

Description of Accident 
Track motor-car 5879, occupied by a track motor-aar 

operator, a supervisor of track and a lineman, deported 
northward from Norwood at 10:29 a. m. , and while movin-: at 
an unknown speed it struck a motor-truck on a raJ 1-highwoy 
grade-crossing 2.8 ni] es north o f the station at Norxrood. 

The motor-truck involved in the accident was a 19^1 
Chevrolet owned by George Underwood, Norfolk, N. Y. The 
driver, who was the sole occupant, held New York chauffeur's 
license 7394496. The motor-truck was powered by a 6-cylinder 
gasoliee motor, No, AJ875092, and bore New York license 
553-556, It was provided with a steel-enclosed cab. The 
wheel base was 15 fê -t 2 inches long, and the total length 
of the vehicle was 19 feet 3 inches'. The motor-truck vras 
provided with a dump body with extended sides. It was equipped 
with oual tjres on the rear wheels. The bra-he was hydraiillcolly 
operated and was provided with a vacuum booster. The motor­
truck weighed 9,275 pounds. At the time of the accident the 
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cargo consisted of 19,600 pounds of No. 2 crushed stone. The 
true1: was moving eastward at A N estimated speed of 30 mi] es 
per hour vhen it entered the crossing and was struck by track 
mo to ••-car 3679, 

Track motor-car 3e79 was derailed to the right. It 
overturned and stopped at a point 73 feet east of the track 
and 16 feet south of the center-line of the highway, and it 
was demolished. 

The mo tor-truck overturned to the right and stopped 
at a point 246 fe ct east of the track and"21 feet south of the 
center-line of the highway. The fuel tanks were punctured and 
gasoline became ignited. The motor-truck was badly damaged. 

The employees killed wore the track motor-oar operator, 
the supervisor of track and the lineman. 

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 10;34 a. m. 

According to data furnished bv the railroad, track 
motor-car 3879 x-as of the 4-wheel type, was equipped with a 
4-wheel orake and was insulated to prevent the shunting of 
track circuits. It vas powered by a 1-cylinder 8-13 horsepower 
gasoline engine. It was equipped with safety railings and 
a windnnleld and had seating capacity for 4 persons. It 
welghod 1,100 pound s. 

Th3 A V E R A G E daily movement during the 30-day period 
preceding the day o^ the accident was 9.8 trains. During 
the 24-hour period oeginning at 12:01 a. m., September 30, 
1950, 205 automobiles, 15^ trucks, 2 horse-drawn vehicles and 
2 bicyol°s passed over tie crossing. 

Discussion 
In the vicinity of the point of accident the movemencF 

of" track motor-cars on the main track are autnerized by Motor 
Car Permit Form M, This form specifies the extent to which the 
main track may be used by a motor-car. The rules governing 
operation on this line require that the operation of track 
motor-cars must be In the charge of qualified employees. Track 
motor-cars must be Inspected dally by the employee in charge 
and must not bo operated if found defective. They must be 
so operated that tnoy can be stopped short of rail-highway 
grade-crossings, and must be stopo.0 before they proceed 



over an unprotected highway cross in'-" where a full, clear end 
unobstructed view of at least 590 feet from the track is r.o*: 
afforded. They must be stopoed short of a highway ores'- 5 nr 
if a vehicle Is approaching on the highway within uOO fe.'t 
of the crossing. 

The investleration disclosed that at 5:58 a. m. on -]a~ 
da> of the accident Motor Oar Fermit Form M, addressed t o 
the operator of track motor-car 3079, was delivered to the 
track supervisor by the operator at Gou^erneur, 39.95 "f. ea 
south of Norwood. This permit authorise d the movement o f track 
motor-car 3879 northward from Gouv, rneur. Track mntor-e, r 
3879, occupied by the track motor-car operator and the ti">cg 
supervisor, departed northward from Gouverneur at 6 a. and 
arrived at Norwood aeout 10:26 a. m. About 10:27 a. m. , Motor 
Car Permit Torm M, addressed to the operator of track, motor-car 
3879, was delivered to the track supervisor by tne operator 
at Norwood. Tnis pee—ait authorised the movement of th-> track 
motor-ear from Norwood to Massena, 12.9 miles. The lineman, 
•who was inspecting communication lines, boarded the treck 
meter-; a r at Norwood. Tho operator at Norwood said tha" track 
motor-ear 3879, occupied by the track sup°reisor, the 
trick motor-car operator, and the lin°man, departed no^t-'w ;>d 
at L'"i:29 a. m. About 5 minutes later and while moving at an 
unknown speed, the track motor-c-r struck a motor-truck oi a 
rail-highway grade-crossing 2.8 miles north of the station 
et Noiwood. 

The driver of the motor-truck said h - started to work about 
6:45 a, m. on the day of tne accident. He wos an ^xporioie d 
driver ana was familiar with the route over which the mo' g"-
truck wa" moving. When the accident occurred he was aiaein -
his third eastward trip for that day over the crossing. The 
vehicle was engaged in moving crushed stone from a euarry ~r 
a hiahwav construction project, a haul of about 12 miu^. The 
mo tor - track was in good mechanical condition. The drivr id 
tha* as fee motor-truck was approaching the crossing t] . e^-'d 
was 'gdue.ee: to about 30 miles n^r hour. He looked In -,e?n 
direction for approaching trains. Because of the restrl it̂ .d 
view of the track south of the crossing and a snow fane r,lor.g 
the vest wall of the cut and buildings~and vegetation adj cent 
to the track, the driver did not se'1 the track motor-car until 
the motor-truck was about to enter the crossing. He immediately 
applied the brake but the mo tor-truck could not be stcpreal | 
before it entered the crossing. After the collision occurred " 
the driver lost control of the motor-truck and it overtimed. 
Gasoline became ignited and the vehicle ^ s further dam ige-d 
by fire. 

http://'gdue.ee


- 9 - 3366 

From o point 300 feet south of the crossing, the operator 
of a north-bound track motor-car has an unobstructed view of 
the highway west of the crossing a distance of 70 feet. At 
a distance of 50 feet south of the crossing, the unobstructed 
view of the highway west of the point of accident is 370 feet. 
From a point 150 feet west of the crossing on the highway "Che 
driver of an east-bound vehicle has an unobstructed view of the 
track south of the crossing a distance of 181 feet. At a point 
20 feet west of the crossing the unobstructed view of tne track 
south of the crossing is 2,000 feet. The driver of the motor­
truck did not see the track motor-car until it was within a 
few feet of the crossing. All of the occupants of the track 
motor-car were killed in the accident, and it could not be 
determined what action was taken to stop the track motor-car 
before the collision occurred. 

It is found that this accident was caused by failure 
of the track motor-car operator and the motor-truck driver 
properly to control the speed of their respective vehicles 
approaching a rail-highway grade crossing. 

Cause 

Dated at Washington, D. 
day of November, 1950. 

this twentieth 

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

(SEAL) W. P. BAHTEL, 
Secretary. 


