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SUMMARY
@
"Railroad: Yew York Central
Date: Februsry 2, 19406
Location: Newton Falls, Orio
Kina of accident: Collision
Equipne..t involved: Frei~-ut train : Motor-truck "
Train number: Extra 1238 Scutn
Engine nurover: 1933 :
Consist: 11 core, catbooss
Speed; 20 . p. n. r b m. p. n.
Coeration: Time%table, train orders and

- 1
manval-0lock syelen

Track: Sin~7=2; tangent; 0.21 percent
dee:2ndin~ grace sovtnward

Hignway: Tangent; creeses track at angle .
of &C-11'; practically level

Weatner: Clear

Time; 4:10 p. m.

Casuclties: 1 x321ed; S injured

Cavse: Failure To operate a motor-truck
ap-roacning raliroad crossing
at grade in accerdance with '

requireanents of lav
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Accident near Newton Fao
cavsed by feilure
ing 2 rellroad cr
reguirements of 1

ls, Ohio, on February 2, 1946,
0 operate a motor-truck spproacn-
ossins at ;rade in accordance witn

PATTERSON, Commissionex:

Crn. February 2, 1946, there was a collision between a
freigrt train on the llew Yorlk Central ‘ﬂ17wo ad and a motor-
truck at a nignway grede crossing ncer Newton Falls, Chioc,
vnlcn resulted in the deatn of one trair —uorvice employee,
and tue injury of the driver of the notor~truck and two
train-service employees, Tnis accident was investigated 1n
conjunction vitn representatives of the Public Utilities
Commission of Onic.

lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of t-e In“srstates Com-
merce Act the above-ertitled procecding wos referred by the
Commission to Commisgioner F:tfterson for consideration and
disposition.



, . GHET ‘v hsenaasg
/ ul,, CTUO amﬂ.mﬁ,m COTaT
A % PLOSTTel 1903UB0 300X Mo,
. 2 TLET *0il *Aul
(@) . 199)
e P —
o\ c i
PR \ a4 _...m. -
\ N c A
e ~ <
\ N 3 ol
\ e o, 2D
\ - N0
AJ,, < - - - -y e T et ian e »
. / [ =N ' =2
w N e S
Gy \ mﬁJ \ Tu. -
: &
I D - R S RIS /.y../ oo
C . 5 \ T E O B
£ =, »\ N v .
y 4 :
- — \ ' ~ il
L i rr.cOm \ b o7
v .

I ¥ "\ > ----UdTS Lutesea)
L) 4 Y
e N\
,l“. , // ﬁﬂ, . ITRAVOTTTC 0T
— .., ,v/X// . )Atﬁ
'.. MU,V «%J

] SO\ e\t
| - w an A \ r,\/J \
- 3 0 \ X -

£1 b} o N <.
| & - LA h @Q/ oS 3 .. UCSTS JUTSSCIO—-PTOJITIPS

[ BV~ | ) . CTITT N

| m: et Hp o ﬂ.u_ A o\ STUTUTRIA 25URADY
| < 2

A =AY I =

dr~p0 C o o‘ /_m..ml_m

~ e (! Te D e, Y -

@ H o s . \

o & O o ' 2,
| e T Ay N i\
b O—= b1 T2 A
L - _



'®

-9 - 2971

Location of Accldent and Yectihinod of Oneration

This accident occurred on ftnat nart of the Cleveland Divwi-
sion extending betwesn Fnalanx and Sillonvale, Onio, £7.64
milee, & single-track lire, over wilca trains are operated by

timetable, traln orders and a manual-2lo sstem. Th2 eaccident
occurred 2.75 wiles south of Phualanx, at a moint 1.63 miles
nortn of the station at Newton Falle, where the railroad 1is
crossed at grade by Stave Highway No. 5. Frci the nortz on thne
railroad thnere are, in svccsssion, a tangert 3,818 feet in
length, a 290! curve to toe ri-nt 842 ?:i a tenrent 35
fzet to tne point of accident and 2,63

grade 1is 0.21 percent desceniing so

feet,
0 fect scutuward. The
rd

State Hignway YMo. & intcrsects the reilroad at
of 50°11'. The nighway is tancent urroughout o dis
more tnan 1 mile west of che crossin, and a conside
tance eastward. The grade is praculoally level. T ighway
is 24 feet wide and is surfaced with concrete. The crossing is
8l.4 feet wide. Througnout the width of thne crossing there are
8-incn plarks outside aad inside each rail. TFlangeways 2- l/O
incnes -wide arc provided. Tne remalnder cf thae Qurface of the
croseinz is paved with asphaltum.

An advance werning rellroad-crossing sign is loceted 447
feet west of the crossing and 17.5 feet souts of the center-lire
of thne nignway. Tris sijn is a disc S0 incnes 1n diameter
mounted on a most 3 feet zbove the level of tue nignwey. It
bears two CQlaponel lines intersecting at right angles at its
center, and bcers tne letters "E.R." in blacr and in cclecrless
reflector buttons on ¢ yvellow backgrcund. A standord cross-ouck
rallroad-crossing sign is locetzd Te the rigat of the dircction
of eest-bound traflic 15.5 feet wssy of the center-line cf tne
traeck and 19 feet souvtn of the contar-line of tne hignwsy. Thls
sign is mounted on 2 mast 10.285 fcet sbove the level of the
nignway, and bears tnc vords "RATLROAD CROESING' in bleck lctters
on a wnifc background. A crossing—nistle sipn for soutih-bound
treine 1s located 1,13Z Teet nortn o tne crossing.

i N

3‘)

Opereating rulecs rensd in peort as follows:

14. Enpine Waistlce Signals.

- -

Note.-~-The signals prescribed are 1llustratzd
by "eo"™ for snor: scunds; M " for longer sounds.
%

* %

Sound. Indicstion.
R
(1) 0 (1) Apvrorckhing public

crossings at grade

&
%
%



-8 - 2971

Section B8307-61 of the Motor Venicle Laws of Onio read in
part as follows:

¥ % % The operator ¥ % ¥ of any vehicle car-
rying % * ¥ inflammable liquids as a cargo, ¥ % *
before crossing at grade any track or tracks of
a railroad, shall stop such vehicle * * ¥ and
wnile so stovoped shall listen through an open
door or open window and look ir botn directions
along such track for any approachning train, % * ¥
and snall proceed only uvon exercising due care.

« % %

S T

The maximum authorized speed for the train involved was
25 miles per nour.

Description of Accildent

RAxtra 19238 South, a south-bound freight traln, consisting
of engine 1938, a 2-6-6-2 type, 11 cars and a caboose, departed
from Pnalanx, tne last open office, at 3:40 p. m., and wnile
moving at an estimated speed of 20 miles per nour 1T struck a
motor-truck on a grade crossing 1.63 miles nortn of tne station
at Newtor Falls, and tne engine, the first car and the front
truck of tne second car were deralled.

Tne motor-truck involved was a tractor and semi-trailer,
owned and operated by the Standerd 011 Company, Cleveland, Onhio.
Tne driver, wno was the sole occupant, held Chio chauffeur's
license No. 98223. The tractor was a 1942 WA-122 White 6-
cylinder model, and bore Onio license No. 9-B-757. It welghed
8,600 pounds, and was equipped vith dual tires on the rear
wneels and alr brakes on all wneels, and was provided with an
enclosed steel cab. Thz semi-trailer was a Trellermobile 1942
model, wnicn nad dual tires on its wheels, end was provided .
witn air oprakes. The semi-trailer was equipped with a steel
tank, end tane total wcight was 9,800 pounds. It bore Onio
license No. 51-B-10. The over-all lengtn of the two units was
40 feet 10-1/8 inches. At the time of the accident the cargo
consisted of 3,700 gallons of gasoline. Tnis venicle was moving
eastwerd on State Highway No. 5 at an estimated speed of 35
miles per nour wnen it entered upon the croesing and was struck
by Txtra 1938 South.

Tne tractor was torn loose from the semi-trailer, and both
units were demolisned. The tank was punctured, and escaping
grsoline became ignited. The engine of Extra 1938 overturned
to tne 1cft and stooped with the front end about 189 feet soutn
of the crossing. Tne engine was badly damaged.

The weather was clear at the time of the eccident, which
occurred about 4:10 p. m.
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Tne front brakeman was killed. Tnc engineer and the fire-
man were injured,.

During the 24-hour neriod beginning at 8 a. m., February
19, 1946, 717 eutomobilcs, 352 trucks, 4 buses and & trains

passed over the crossing.

Tisec .s3ion

Extra 1938 Bouvtn wes approackinﬁ the crossing at a speed
of about 20 miles mer 1ovr in territory wnere the maximum
autnorized speed was 25 mileg wer hour. The enginemen and the
front brakeman ints 1nin, a lookout anead. The air brakes
ned functioned ovoow_lj en ”ou e. Tne whlstle signal for the
crossing wes scunded in cornliance with the rules. Wnen the
engine was sbout 202 feet nort of tie crossing tne engineer
saw the motor-truck nroceedinc cr the crossing. He immediately
noved the brake valve tc emorzney position. However, the en-
gins struck the venicl: and tr- derailment occurred before the
train couvld be stopved.

=t
o
3
[49]
g)

.

The lowe of tne gt

ate of Oaio governing the operation of

motor vericles require thnat a vonicle transporting inflammable
liquids nust ston belors it pProcesds unon a raillroad track,
and must not procced url-qss it is saf. to do so. The driver
of tne motor-truck wac -~ oxderienccd driver and was Tamiliar
wita the route. The wegetiier was cleer snd the driver could
nave sgen tne ap»roacrnin™ train throuznout a consideresble dis-
tance immediately ncron c¢f the crossing. He sald thatl ne was

maintaining » lookout for epuroacning tralne as nis venicle
mﬂq ﬂbﬁroecd¢pg the croseing, and wos nreporing to stop the

venicle 1f 2 trein was seen. Thc wiaCows ol the ceb were closed.
H¢ did not sce or nesr the treain, ond did rnot ston tac venicle
bcfore it centeresd uron the creoesing.

Crusc

It is found t-nt tiiis o~ .o.nt vas ceuced by follure to
operatc a motor-truck ~mnroesc-ing - raillrood crossing at gracde
in accordance witn rodquirements of 1lovw.

or.,, 2. C., tals twventy-fifth
~

By tane Comriiesion, Comnilssioner Potterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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