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SUMMARY 
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L o c a t i o n : 
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Equipment involved: 

T r a i n number: 

En gi ne nurbe r: 
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T r a c k : 

H i g h w a y : 

W e a t h e r : 

Time; 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

C a u s e : 

l7eT-' Y o r k Central 

F e b r u a r y 2, 1946 

N e w t o n F a l l s , Ohio 

Collision 

Freight train 

E x t r a 1 2 3 3 S o u t h 

1933 

11 curs, caboose 

20 t. p . h. 

Mo t o r - t r u c k 

35 m. p . h. 

rders and T i m e t a b l e , train o 
m a n u a l - b l o c k system 

S i n g ' s ; tangent; 0.21 p e r c e n t 
d e s r e n d i n g grade southward 

Tangent; crosses track at angle 
of 50°11'; p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l 

Clear 

4:10 p . m. 

1 killed; 5 injured 

Failure to operate a m o t o r - t r u c k 
a p p r o a c h i n g railroad c r o s s i n g 
at grade in accordance w i t h 
r e q u i r e m e n t s of law 



I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N NO. 2971 

IN THE M A T T E R OF MAKING- A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 
UNDER THE A C C I D E N T REPORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1 9 1 0 . 

THE N E W YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

I'owno 9 R 1 CAR 

A c c i d e n t n e a r N e w t o n Falls, Ohio, on February 2, 1 9 4 5 , 
caused by failure to operate a m o t o r - t r u c k approach­
ing a railroad crossing at grade in accordance w i t h 
r e q u i r e m e n t s of law. 

1 
REPORT O'F THE COMMISSION 

P A T T E R S O N , Commissioner: 

On February 2, 1 9 4 6 , there was a collision b e t w e e n a 
freignt train on the Ne1'' Y o r k Central Railroad and a m o t o r ­
t r u c k at a h i g h w a y grade crossing n e a r N e w t o n F a l l s , Ohio, 
w h i c n resulted in the d e a t h of one t r a i n - s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e , 
and the injury of the d r i v e r of the m o t o r - t r u c k and two 
train-service e m p l o y e e s . This accident was i n v e s t i g a t e d in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Public U t i l i t i e s 
Commission of O h i o . 

U n d e r authority of section 1 7 (2) of tne I n t e r s t a t e Com­
m e r c e Act the a b o v e - e r t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
C o m m i s s i o n to C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n for c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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Phalanx, Ohio 
2.75 mi. 

Point of acci 
1.63 mi. Teuton Frllo 
33,26 H J L . Dillonval 
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This accident occurred on tnat part of "Che Cleveland D i v i ­
sion e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n P h a l a n x and D i l l o n v a i e , O h i o , £7.64 
m i l e s , a s i n g l e - t r a c k lire, over w h i c h trains are operated by-
t i m e t a b l e , train orders and a m a n u a l - b l o c k system. The accident 
o c c u r r e d 2.75 r i l e s south of P h a l a n x , at a point 1.65 miles 
n o r t h of the station at Newton F a l l s , where the railroad is 
crossed at grade by State H i g h w a y N o . 5. Fro: 1 the n o r t h on the 
r a i l r o a d there are, in s u c c e s s i o n , a tangent 3,813 feet in 
l e n g t h , a 2°03' curve to the right 542 feet, and a tangent 354 
feet to the p o i n t of accident and 2,630 feet s o u t h w a r d . The 
grade is 0.21 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g southward. 

State H i g h w a y N o . 5 i n t e r s e c t s the railroad at an angle 
of 5 0 ° 1 1 ' . The highway is tangent througnout a d i s t a n c e cf 
more than 1 mile west of che crossing and a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s ­
tance eastward. The grade is p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . The h i g h w a y 
is 24 feet wide and is surfaced w i t h concrete. The c r o s s i n g is 
3 1 . 4 feet wide. Throughout the w i d t h of the c r o s s i n g there are 
8-inch pl a n k s o u t s i d e and i n s i d e each r a i l . F l a n g e w a y s 2-1/2 
i n c h e s wide are p r o v i d e d . The r e m a i n d e r cf the surface of the 
c r o s s i n g is p a v e d w i t h asphaltum. 

An advance w a r n i n g r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g sign is located 447 
feet west of the crossing and 1 7 . 5 feet soutn of the c e n t e r - l i n e 
of the highway. This sign is a, d i s c 30 inches i n d i a m e t e r 
m o u n t e d on a mast 3 feet above the level of the h i g h w a y . It 
b e a r s two d i a g o n a l lines i n t e r s e c t i n g at right a n g l e s at its 
center, and b e a r s the letters

 nR.R." in b l a c k and in colorless 
r e f l e c t o r b u t t o n s on a yellow b a c k g r o u n d . A scandard c r o s s - b u c k 
r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g sign Is located to the right of the d i r e c t i o n 
of east-bound t r a f f i c 15.5 feet west of the c e n t e r - l i n e cf the 
track and 19 feet south of the center-line of the highway. This 
sign is mounted on a ma.st 10.25 feet above the l e v e l of the 
h i g h w a y , and b e a r s tne- words "RAILROAD CROSSING- 1' in b l a c k l e t t e r s 
on a w h i t e b a c k g r o u n d . A c r o s s i n g - T T h i s t l e sign f o r south-bound 
trains is located 1,133 feet n o r t h of tne crossing. 

O p e r a t i n g rules read in p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

1 4 . Engine W h i s t l e S i g n a l s . 

N o t e . - - T h e signals p r e s c r i b e d are i l l u s t r a t e d 
by n o r t for short sounds; " 11 for l o n g e r s o u n d s . 
* * » ~ 

Sound. I n d i c a t i o n 

(l) o (l) A p p r o a c h i n g p u b l i c 
crossings at grade 

L o c a t i o n of Accident and M e t h o d of O p e r a t i o n 
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S e c t i o n 6 3 0 7 - 6 1 of the M o t o r V e h i c l e Laws of Ohio read in 
part as f o l l o w s : 

* * * The o p e r a t o r * * * of any venicle car­
r y i n g # * * i n f l a m m a b l e liquids as a cargo, * * * 
b e f o r e crossing at grade any track o r tracks of 
a r a i l r o a d , shall stop such vehicle * * * and 
w h i l e so stopped shall listen t h r o u g h an open 
d o o r or open w i n d o w and l o o k in b o t h d i r e c t i o n s 
along such t r a c k for any a p p r o a c h i n g train, * * * 
and shall p r o c e e d only upon e x e r c i s i n g d u e care. 
• & 

• « • • » • • » • 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed for the train involved was 
25 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n of Accident 

E x t r a 1938 South, a south-bound f r e i g h t train, c o n s i s t i n g 
of engine 1 9 3 8 , a 2-6-6-2 type, 11 cars and a caboose, d e p a r t e d 
from P h a l a n x , the last o p e n o f f i c e , at 3:40 p . m., and w h i l e 
m o v i n g at an estimated speed of 20 miles p e r h o u r it struck a 
m o t o r - t r u c k on a grade c r o s s i n g 1.63 m i l e s north of the station 
at N e w t o n Falls, and the engine, the first car and the front 
truck of the second car were d e r a i l e d . 

The m o t o r - t r u c k involved was a t r a c t o r and s e m i - t r a i l e r , 
owned and operated b y the Standard Oil Company, Cleveland, Ohio 
Tne d r i v e r , who was the sole occupant, h e l d Ohio c h a u f f e u r ' s 
l i c e n s e No. 9 8 2 2 3 . The tractor was a 1 9 4 2 W A - 1 2 2 White 6-
c y l i n d e r m o d e l , and bore Ohio license No. 9-B-757. It weighed 
8,600 p o u n d s , and was equipped with d u a l tires on the rear 
w h e e l s and air b r a k e s on all w h e e l s , and was p r o v i d e d w i t h an 
e n c l o s e d steel cab. The semi-trailer was a T r a i l e r m o b i l e 1942 
m o d e l , w h i c h had d u a l tires on its w h e e l s , and was p r o v i d e d 
w i t n a i r b r a k e s . The s e m i - t r a i l e r was equipped w i t h a steel 
tank, and tne total weight was 9,800 p o u n d s . It b o r e Ohio 
l i c e n s e No. 5 1 - B - 1 0 . The o v e r - a l l l e n g t n of the two units was 
40 feet 1 0 - 1 / 8 i n c h e s . At the time of the accident the cargo 
c o n s i s t e d of 3,700 g a l l o n s of gasoline. This vehicle was raovin 
eastward on State H i g h w a y No. 5 at an estimated speed of 35 
m i l e s p e r n o u r when It entered upon the crossing and was struck 
by E x t r a 1938 South. 

The tractor was torn loose from the s e m i - t r a i l e r , and both 
units were d e m o l i s h e d . The tank was p u n c t u r e d , and e s c a p i n g 
gasoline became ignited. The engine of E x t r a 1938 o v e r t u r n e d 
to the left and stopped w i t h the front end about 189 feet south 
of the crossing. The engine was badly d a m a g e d . 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d about 4;10 p. m. 
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The front brakeman was killer!. The e n g i n e e r and the fire­
man w e r e injured. 

D u r i n g the 24-hour p e r i o d b e g i n n i n g at 8 a. m., F e b r u a r y 
19, 1 9 4 6 , 717 a u t o m o b i l e ^ , 352 tracks, 4 b u s e s and 3 trains 
p a s s e d o v e r the crossing. 

E x t r a 1938 Soutn ws a p p r o a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g at a speed 
of about 20 miles p e r h o u r in territory w h e r e the m a x i m u m 
a u t h o r i z e d speed was 25 m i l e s p e r h o u r . The e n g i n e m e n and the 
front b r a k e m a n x^ere m a i n t a i n i n g a lookout ahead. The air b r a k e s 
had. functioned p r o p e r l y en r o u t e . The w h i s t l e s i g n a l for the 
c r o s s i n g was sounded in c o m p l i a n c e with the r u l e s . When the 
engine w a s about 200 feet n o r t h of the c r o s s i n g tne e n g i n e e r 
saw the m o t o r - t r u c k proceeding' on the crossing. He i m m e d i a t e l y 
moved the brake valve to e m e r g e n c y p o s i t i o n . However, the en­
gine struck the venicle and tne d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d b e f o r e the 
train could be stopped. 

The lews of the state of Ohio g o v e r n i n g the o p e r a t i o n of 
m o t o r vehicles require that a vehicle t r a n s p o r t i n g inflammable 
l i q u i d s must stop before it p r o c e e d s upon a railroad track, 
and must not p r o c e e d unl--ss It is safe to do so. The d r i v e r 
of tne m o t o r - t r u c k was -a experienced d r i v e r and was f a m i l i a r 
w i t n the route. The w e a t h e r w a s clear and the d r i v e r could 
n a v e seen the a p p r o a c h i n g train throughout a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s ­
tance i m m e d i a t e l y north of the crossing. He said that ne was 
m a i n t a i n i n g a lookout for a p p r o a c h i n g trains as his \ rehicle 
was a p p r o a c h i n g the crossing, and p r e p a r i n g to stop the 
v e n i c l e if a train was seen. The w i n d o w s of the cab were closed. 
He did not see or h e a r the train, and did not stop the vehicle 
b e f o r e it entered upon the crossing. 

It is found tbnt this rc.'.-:nt was caused b y f a i l u r e to 
operate a m o t o r - t r u c k a p p r o ° c > l a g " railroad c r o s s i n g at grade 
in accordance w i t h r e q u i r e m e n t s of law. 

Di sc ..si on 

Cause 

Dated at W a s h i n g t o n , D . 
day of ""I'-reh, 1945 

this t w e n t y - f i f t h 

By tne Commission., Commissioner P a t t e r s o n . 

(SEAL) 
W. P. B A R T E L , 

S e c r e t a r y . 


