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INTERSTATE COIMI:ERCE COLIIISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THT BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON TEE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD NEAR NEW
LEXINGTCN, OFIO, ON NOVELBER 2, 1933

January 17, 1934,
To the Commission:

On November 2, 19335, there was a hecd-end collision between
a light engine and a freight train on the New York Central Rail-
road near New Lexington, Ohio, which resulted in the death of 1
employee and the injury of 5 employees. The investigation of
this accicent was m~de 1in conjunction with representatives of
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio,.

Locution and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Onhio Division
extending between Corning; and Colwnbus, Ohio, a distance of 70.1
miles, This 18 a single-treck line over which trains are opereted
by time table, train orders, and a manual block-signal systemn,
trains being operated by the New York Central Reailroad except
from Bremen southward to New Lexington, a distance of 11,4 miles,
where the overation is hendled by the Pennsylvania Railroad. The
accident occurred 2t a noint about 2.3 miles souta of the joint
passcencer station of the two reilrosas. From New Lexington south-
ward to Clay Bank, a distance of 1.9 miles, tliere are many short
curves and tangents, and the treck passes through an unlined
tunnel 644 feet in length, cuht through solid rock, the accident
occurring in this tunrel at a point 155 feet from its southern
end. Approaching the tunnel {rom the south, the track 1s tangent
for a dictance of 977 feet, followed by a 4- curve to the ri:ht
470 feet in length, tancent treck for a distance ol 1bb feet,

a 4° curie to the left 298 feet in length, and 740 feet of
tangens track on "hiich the tunnel is located. Approaching from
the norta, there is a compound curve to the right 1,770 feet in
lengtn with curvatures varying from 1°25!' to 4°501!, tangent
track for » distance of ©26 feet, a 401lo' curve to the left 692
feet 1n length, tangent track for 473 feet, ana a 6° curve to
the left 210 feet 1n length,followed by the tangent track on
wnich the accicdent occurred. The grade approaching the tunnel
from either direction is ascending, wita a maximum of 1.0186
percent on the south and 1.05 percent on the nortn, reaching
the summit at a point about 112 feet north of the tunnel; in
the tmaediate vicinity of the point of accident, through the
southern half of the tunnel 1t i1s 0.6 percent. Due to the
curves on either side of the tunnel the view 1s limited to a
distance of about 1,000 feet anc 1s materially restricted by
smoke and steam after the encines enter the tunnel. Northkbound
trains are superior to south-ovound traing of the same class unless
otherwisc specified. The speed for freight and work trains 1s
restricted to 40 niiles per hour.
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The train order, A“nval block, ani trein register orfice
is Joczted Juct HO“th 0f the stotlo“ ns ew Lexinslon and the
south bounc trein-order ~nd monual--lock g1, nal is loucasew on
tne vest side of tiue main track abcut 200 fert south of tue
office and 165 feet soutl ¢f the north svitchr of the posging
track vhich perrallieis the main tracl on *the east.

The wear.er wae cloudy at the vimc 2f tTae aceirdent, which
occurrad etour 4 a.r.

Degscripticn

Fngine 9741, 1in canrge of Fngivemon Tvrncyr, vine tumed at
Thurston, 24.4 wiles nooti or MNew Lexinsten, &fter helning a
north—-ovound train to that staticn, ¢nd Tter rcceiving croers 1t
proceeded southward and ¢ »rivea at New Lexinghton ot 3145 a.n.,
according to the truin sleet. The engine ims topned no«r the
ofiice where the train reFister wos =xariined by ta7 ensineman
and train orders nis., 1€ :nd 64, ferrm 19, werc roccived; train
order ao., 13 provideda irn part icr = neet ~1th train se ‘ond no,
81 at Corning, vhilc the other crder was a slov onder; nothing
wag reccived concerning train first no. Hl, uc av Lew Lex1inaton
at 1:05 a.u. A olearqno“ card also was recelived ulwoving that
the siznel warcs et storn for the two ci1édrrr, Dul the Iine on the
clearance cord giving tLG tlock 1nd-oau<pn wne 12fu tlan!”; uander
such circumstances the crew of engine J741 bluUld lleve ulen
zoverned bty tue foot—nJcs at *the ovettonr of the cleerance card
mnich read as follovs:

Where Clearance 81 1s used wien ¢'¢ block 18 not
clear, the line givirg block indicatzion vill oe
left blark, aand Permigsive Ca:.. uscw 1n addirtion
to Clearance Card.

Extra 9741 proceeded without & pernissive card, hxever., passed
the train-order and manusl-block sicna’l in the stop position,
and collided vith train 71rst no. 81 in the tunnel ecoubtl: oI Nev
Lexington winlle travelins, at ¢ speed estimated to ..ove Lcen fronm
30 to 32 miles per Lour.

North-bound second-class freight 4rrin first no. 81 con-
sisted of 39 loaded and ¢1 enpty ca:s onc a cobcose, nauled by
eafsine 4C, assisted by cnsine 9737 cruoled ahesa or tons cabourse,

and enwine 7989 behind thre cabhooge, ond ves 1n caarage on Cou-
ductor Drotton and Enginewan Fleninrs, At Jorning s clearance
]

“ward was received showing, the hlock as clear, and ot C ay benk,
4,9 nilee from New Le\1“'uon, engine 72890 was co pled behind
the cabocse gs a helper ~o New Lexineton., This train Qe,drtod
from Clay Bank, ander a clear bloc?—315n17 inaication, ot ;53
a.rm., 3 hours and 8 minutes late, e¢nd crilided wite exbra 9741
while traveling at & speed estlmatec e ho ve heen 1C or 12
miles per nour,
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Engines 9741 and 40 were perti~o.ly derciled and consicgerahly
daumaged; the fTirst four crrs 1n tren first no. 81 were drneged,
one beinz cestroyed. The employee tilled vas the firvernian of
engine 9741, onc those 1njured vere tlie enginoman and flagnan of
enzine 9741 and the ergineran, firearn and head Ttrakeman of
train first no. 81.

Sumrary oI evinence !

Engineman Turner, of engine 9741, stnted that at New Lexing-
ton he and Floaen Hoke went to the »{fice, whore ne received
the crders and then handed then to tle flogman, vho also read
them; he then checked the register and sav tiant 1t was coriplete
except Tor train no. 8l. When he returned to the eanfine lie
handed the ordeirs vo his Tiremen who real thew, wade the rerarx
that they would meet then at Corning, and placed tae orders in
his pocket instead of returning thew to the enginewrn, while as
Flagnan Hoke boarded the engine the flagnan stoted that fthey had
a clear bleock, nothing further beinc eai1d aboul nceting any
trains., Engineman Turner stated thnt they tren nroceeded, and
hs was operating his enyine at a svced of 00 or 32 rmiles per
hour when he essed off just before cntering t.oe tunnel and as
they entered 1t he sav the headlight of the opvosing train,
whicl was just entering the south portal, end it thcen occurred
to him whut they had cor ; he at once sppiied che brakes, shuv
off stean end reversed t.io engine., Tre nanual plock sicnel at
New Lexington was in ston position riien he left there tut he
did not pay any attention to it, saying that many tines he would
rece1ve a clearance cerd with the t!l-ck space left blenk, es
they are pernitted to zo to tie soutl. end of the passing track
where they call up for the block; e realized that he should
not have left without a permissive crnrd, snd cgeid thet he siaply
overlooked train first no. 8l. Engineuwnn Turner cdid nct remember
nhearing, the operstor make eny statewrnt 1o then not te be in a
hurry as they could nct o at that tire, nd se1d there wag
nothing urgent that vould cesuse hi'1 to ke any unusual haste,
Engineman Turner further stated that during the past month he
had neot been feeling well and that tais had interferred writh
his sleep; he had been working about every otuer day end while
home he vould rest frequently.
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Flaguman Hoke, of ensine 3741, :ie
he vent to the (ffice first, as souetl
and checs the register, but in this ca
rigat away as the operator did not Laove ;
engineman carle into tke otfice., Flegman Hoxe then went back to
the engine to turn the lichts and put up the Flsgo and as ‘
Fireman Parsons was having trouble with his slicdes lhe assisted
him, anc¢ he said 1t rust have been about 10 minutes hefore
Fngineman Turner carte out with the orders: th. cnsinenan cid
not give then tco eilther the firemen or hinsell, but seid "we
are oing to Corning for everythinn., Ve have a ~lcar block."
Flagnan Hoke and Firemar Parsons were still working on the
slides and did not et them fixed until after they had departed.
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Engineaan Flening, of trsin first no, 81, stated that he
entered the turnel at a speed of about 10 nileg per Lcur and
the fireunrn called his attention to cn approaching trzin; he

irmedietely anplied the air birakes 1in ewergency, the accident
occurring ebout 5 seconds afterords. Fireman Murray shtated
that the first ke sev was a narker on tnc approaching endine,
These erployecs were i1nierviewed at the hnspitel and cue to
tneir concition no furtaer statements were obteined. Head
Brakeman Schreiner, of train Tirst no, 38l, estimated the
gpeed of their ftrain to lLave been 12 or 15 miles per hour
while Concuctor Brotton, wlho was in the caboose, sa1l the
train was traveling at a speed of 10 cor 13 miies per hour,

Flarman Nelgon, of treain first no. 81, stoted that aiter
assisting the injured .1en he telked 171t Engincman Turne, who
asked hin to look at the orderas the engineran nec in his pocket,
The engineran hended hin tvo sete of ordergs, one coverel the run
froix Taurston to Brewen and tne other from Brenen to New Lexing-
ton; there was notning o.ionz shern vhicin hao been received at
New Lexington.

Flagnen Wheeler, of relper engine 79869, cteted that after ,
the 1ngured men had been carriec ous of the tunnel he talled
with Flamen lloke and asked hin 1f he hal ceen their train
orcers, wnc tie flarmien said thet neither he nor thae fireuwen
hacd seen the orcers; that they were busy orkinp with tnc glides
and the enginewan heac told tnen tney hal a cleer block.

Operator Robinscn, at New Lexington, ctated that on the
arrival of engine 9741 the encineman and flaguen entered his
office about the sarme time, the fla,rman sitting cown vhile the
engineman ssked for the orders. Opeiator Robinscn inguired of
the enginewan if he hed anything on trnin cecond no. &1, to
which the engineman replied tu~t he did not, nnd the operator
then said "There is no snecial hurry, they arc leaving Clay
Bank", not mentioning the train but meaning train firet no. 81,
He celled Clay Bank and was advised that the helper wss being
counled to the trawn, and then callied tne dispatcher and re-
ceived order no. 16, which he handed to the enineman. At that
time he did not know whether the flagman hed left the cffice,
altliough he stated that the flasman was there when he told the
engineman that there was no hurry. IEngines frequently 2o down
to the south end ol the passing track, which 1s periiesible
except on the time of first-cless trains, and Operator Robinson
did rnot realize that engine 9741 had pone until ke heard it
going up the hiil.

Ccrnclusicns

This accident was caused by the operation of extra 9741
agalnst an opnosing supericr train rithoul authority, and by
the failure ol the crew of excra 9741 properly to observe and
obey the stop indication of a manual tlock signal.
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There 1s a discrepancy in the statements as to whether the
fireman and flagnan of engine 9741 read the orders received at
New Lexington, including the clearance card. Engineman Turner
read the orders, checked the register, and admitted that he over-
looked train first no. 8] and then paid no attention to the bloc‘
signal, his statement 1ndicating thet this was due to his custom
of vproceeding to the soutn end of the passing track, more than 1
mi1le from the office, before asking for the bilock. Flagman Hoke
was i1n the office part of the time, but stated the orders were
not ready while he was there and that he then returned to the
engine and became engaged 1n helping the fireman, and he said
the engineman did not show ther: the orders and that he and the
fireman still were busy when the engine derarted. Engineman
Turner stated that he gave tne orders to the flagman to read
while in the office and then gave them to the fireman to read
on boarding the engine and that the firemen placed the orders,
after resding them, 1n hig own pocket. So far as the engineman
1s concserned, 1t 1s clear he overlocked the opposing sunerior
train and also disobeyed a block-signal indication; with respect
to the fireman and flagmen, they weire experienced men and even
if the flagman's statement of the facts 1g¢ correct, they should
not have become so engrossed with their repair work as to cause
then to fail to ask for the orders &nd to find out whether they
had authority to enter the block and to move against a train
long overdus.

The third car in train first no. 81 was a tank car loaded
with gasoline. Under r~culations prescribed by the Commission
governing transportation by rail of explosives and other danger-
ous articles, varagraph 677(e), 1t is provided that such cars
when practicable must be placed not nearer than the sixth car
from the engine; a similar provision 1s contained in the New York
Central bcok of operating rules, rule 1255, under the rules to
be observed by freight conauctors. The purpose of such require-
ments 1is to provide for the safe handling of dangerous articles
and 1t 1s believed thet a railrosd 1s not warranted in placing
an elastic 1nterprectation on the phrase "when practicable". In
this particular casc there does not appear to be any good reason
why this car of gasoline could not have been so placed in the
train as to comply fully with the intent of the rules.

Respectfully submitted,

W. P. BCRLAND, ‘

Director,

-

¥



