INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSIICHN

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2633

THE NEW YORK CZNTRAL RAILRCAD COIPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR MARCY, OHIO, ON

OCTOBER 11, 1942

="



SUINIARY

Railroad: New York Centrsl

Date: October 11, 19-i

Location: Marcy, On'lo

Kind of accident: Rear-end ccllicion

Traing involwved: Freignt ! Frelont

Train numpers: Extra 218C Yest : Extra «8C9 Wes?t

Engine numbers 2100-2144 1 2809

Consist: 83 carc, cavooegz @ 90 crre, cabonge

Speed: Stending : 2 m. 0. n.

Cherotion: Yard

Track: Double; 1°30' 1left curve; 0.325
percent descending ¢rasde westward

Veatner: Dense Tog

Time: £:120 a. n.

Casualties: 1 killed

Cause: Accident causged by fallure to
provide [lag protection for
preceding train and by fallure
properly to conirol speed of ‘
foliowins train roving witnin

vard limits ana in conformity
witn signal irndication



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIZSSION

INVESTIGATION I'0. 2633

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IMVESTIGATIO!N REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF lAY &, 1©10.

TEE NEW YORK CZNTRAL RAILRCAD COMPANY

December 7, 19403,

Accident near Marcy, Onio, on October 11, 1942, csused by
fallure to provide flag protectlon for prccel .y train
and by failurec provmerly to control speed of folleocwing
train moving witnin yard limits and in conformity witn
gignal indication.
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PATTERSON, Commiggioner:

On October 11, 1942, tuncre was a rear-end collision
between two freignt trains on tane NVew York Central Railroad
near larcy, Onic, wnich resulted in tne deatn of one employee.
Tnis accident was investigeted in conjunctlon with represent-
atives of tne Public Utilitics Commisgion of Onio.

lunder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstatc Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding tas refcrred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metngd of Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on that part of tne Cleveland
Division designated as the Lake Erle and Pittsburgnh Brancn
end extending between Brady Lake and Marcy, Onio, a distance
of 27.75 miles. Between Warner, 1.72 miles east of Marcy,
and Marcy tnls is a double-track line witnin yard limits over
wnicn trains are operated by operating rules without tne vuse
of train orders. Tnere are no scnedules in effect. Tne
accident occurred on the westward main track at a point 4,883
feet west of the east yard-limit sifn and 4,400 feet east of
tne tower at Marcy. Approacning from the east thnere are, in
succession, a tangent 3,595.fcet in lengti, a 0°20' curve to
tne left 856 fect, a tangent 3,072 feet and a compound curve
to tone left 2,972 feet, the maximum curvature of wnich is 4°.
Tne accildent occurred on tne latter-mentioned curve ~% a goint
269 feet west of its eastern end wnere the curvature is 1°30'.
Tne grade for west-bound tralns averages 0.28 percent descend-
ing a distance of 14.23 miles to Marcy end is 0.325 percent
at the point of accident.

Semlautomatic signal Bl.l and home signal 19, wnich
govern west-bound movements througn lMarcy interlocking on tne
westward main track, are located, respectively, 240 feet east
and 5,760 feet west of the point of accldent. Signal Bl.1l is
of the two-arm, tnree-indication, upper-quadrant, semapnore
type, and is continuously lignted. Signal 19 hae three arms.
Tne top oarm is fixed, the middle arm operates in taree poei-
tlons and the bottom arm in two positions. Tne involved nignt
aspeclts and corresponding indications of tnese eignals are as
follows:

Signal Bl.1l

Agpect Indicotion
Red-over-red, Stop, tnen proceed at
staggered. restricted speed

Home Signal 19

Red-over-red-over-red. Stop.
Operaoting rules re~d in part as follows:
SIGNAL DEFINITIONS.
Restricted Speed.--A gpeed not exceeding that wnich
will enable a train to stop snort of train eneod,

obstruction, or switcn not properly lined, look
out for broken rall, and not exceeding slow speedz



Slow Speed.--A"speed -not exceeding fifteen miles
per nour

58. Tae followlng signals will be used vy flagmen:
#* % % ‘

Nignt signals--A red lignt,
A wnivte llgrt
Torpedoes,
Fusees.

c3 Within yard limits the main track may be
l, prctecting agalnst flrst class trains.

All other tralns end enrines mugt move within
yard limits prepared to stop unless the maln treack
1s secn or known to be clcar.

Hote.--Yard limits will be indicatcd by yard
1limit becards.

99. VWren a train stope under circumstances in
wiiica 1t may oc overtaken by anotner traln, the
flagman must go hack immediately with fle bmdn
signals a sufficient distsnce to ineure full
protectiorn, placing two torpedoes, nd wnen ne-
cessary, in addition, displaying 11gnted fuseces.

Tne maximum authorized speed for freignt trains is 40 miles
per nour.

Descrinticn of Accident

Extra 2180 Wegt, a west-bound freight train, consisted of
engines 2180 and 2144, coupled, 92 losded cars, 1 emp.y car and
a cobooge. This train dep“rterq from Brady Like, 27.76 miles
east of Marcy, at 12:10 a. m., according to the diespeatcuer's
record of noveuent of troine, departed from Brandywine, 14.23
miles eacst of Marcy and the l;st open o?fﬂce at 4:15 a. m.,
stopped b Lmnul 1.1, tToen proceeded and uopped at nome sig-
nal 18 at 5:02 a. m. with the rear end stonding 240 feet west
of eignel Bl.1 and 4,883 fset west of the eret yord-limit sign. .
About 21 minutes lqter tne rear end was StPUUu by Extra 2809 West

Extra 2509 West, a wect-bound freight trsin, consisted of
engine £8C92, 5& loaded and 32 empty cars snd a cnbooge. This
train departed from Brady Lake at 2:10 a. according to tne

: . 2!
dispatcner's record of movement oi traing, deperted from
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Brandywine at 4:55 a. m., passed tae east yard-limit sign at
Warner, passed gignal Bl.1l, wiicn displayed stop-and-proceed,
end wrile moving at o speed of 25 miles per nour, ag indicated
by the tape of the speed recorder witn waich englne 2809 was
equivped, it struck the rear end of Extra 280 West.

Tne braxes of Extra 2809 nad functioned vprorerly at all
polints wnere used en route. Tnere was no contiticn of tThe
engine tnat obscured tnz vicion or distracted tne attention
of Tne enployees oa tne engine.

Tne caboose and the resr fcour cors of Extra 2180 West were
deralled and stopped across the traclks. Tae caboosc and the
second car from tne rear were destroyed and tne remainder were
congiderably damaged. One truck of the fiftn car from tne rear
vas deraliled. Engine 230¢ was deralled to tne rignt and
stopped, badly demaged, nractically wpright and parallel to
tne Track. Tne front end of *he engine and tue cab were de-

oyed. Tne tender stopred dlagonally acroesc the trackg st
tne rear of tne engire. The 1iret six core were derslled and
badly damaged. The front truck of tne scventz car wes derailed.

A dernse Tog prevailed at the time ol the ~ccildent, wnicn
occurred about 5:23 a. m.
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Dleccussion

Ine rulees governing operation witrnin yvexrd limits in tne
territory invelved nrovide tnst traing mugt move pvnﬂ"red to

ston unlesc the main treck ig geen or kneovm to e cieer. Ac-
cording to thne interprets tj n placed vpon tne flagring rule
by operating oflicers of tnig reilroad, men a train stops

witnin yard linits under oircunctmnues In vnicn 1t may be over-
talien by ar tner train tne flogman must go back immedietely

witn fTepn 's signale a2 sufficient distonce to insure full
protection Al1 qurvivinﬂ membere of tne crews involved under-

gtood tnese rsduirerients.

Acout 21 minutesg after Extrs 2180 "ect 2ad stonved at
Marcy, its reanr end wees struci by Extra 2002 Tegst albt & point
240 feet west of eignal Bl.1l, which digplayed stop-and-proceed,
and 4,833 feet vesgt of the east yerd-limit sizn. Extra 2180
was required to provide fleg vrotection and Extra 2809 was re-
quired to stop saort of =any onstruction *itnin yerd limits.

+m

ne conductor end tne
word thne fleagmen went
d ne reacned a point

Wnern Extras 2180 stopped nt Marcy, ©
Tflegman were 1in tne cabocose. Soon ~fter
back To provide flag protection. He egal
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about 500 feet east of the caboose and remalned tnere until ne
neard a train approaching from the east. He made no effort to
provide flag protection, but ran toward nis cabooes and called
a warning fto the conductor. Tne conductor said that ne re-
mained in the caboose until the flagnan warned nim of tne
approacaing traln Just before the collislon occurred. Thesge
employees gave no reason way Ilag protection for tneir train
was not provided. If adequate Ilag protsction nad bsen nro-
vided for Extra 2180 undoubtedly this accident would nhave

been averted.

As Extra 2809 was gpproecning the point wnere the acci-
dent occurred the speed was 28 miles per nour. The engineren
end tne front brakenman were maintaining s lookout anead. Be-
cause of fog, viseibility was restricted to a distence of about
100 feet. Just before the enzine passed sirnal EBEl.1l, the
Tireman observed simultavneously the stop-snd-procesd indica-
fion disgplayed by taat signal and tne red markere on the ca-
booge of tune treln anead. He called o warnin: to tne engineer,
wno moved the broke valve to euergency position, but tne dis-
tance wos riot sufficient for Extra 2809 to stop snort of Extra
2180. Ir thne speed of Exira 25C% nad been controlled in ac-
cordance with thne yard-1limit rule, or if tne indicrtion die-
played by signal 31.1 had beea obeyed, tnis eccident would not
nave occurred.

Couse

It is found taat this accident wes couced by frilure to
provide flag protection for tne preceding train cnd by fallure
proverly Co conirol trne speed of the following train moving
witnin yard limite and in conformity wita cignal indicatiorn,

a at Weenington, D. C., this seventn
of December, 1942,
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By tne Comnission, Commissioner Prtterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretory.
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