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Feilure to operate New York Central
train 1n accordance with signal
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3269

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

AND
THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY

November 29, 1980

Accident at Galatea, Ohio, on October 8, 1950, caused by
failure to operate the New York Central traln in
accordance with signal indications,

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On October 8, 1950, there was a slde collision between
a frelght train on the New York Central Railroad and a
freight train on the Baltlmore and Ohlo Railroad at Galatea,
Onlo, whlch resulted in the injury of four employees. This
accldent was investigated in conjunction wlth a representative
of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above~entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commilssioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Lozation of Accident and Method of Operation

This accldent occurred at the intersectlion of the
New York Central Railroad and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road at Galatea, Ohio. The crossing igs located on that
part of the Ohio Central Division of the N,Y.C. extendlng
between Stanley Yard and West Columbus, Ohlo, 128.6 miles,
and on that part of the Chicago Division of the B,& O,
extending between Willard, Ohio, and Garrett, Ind., 128 miles,
The crossing is 29.7 mlleq south of Stanley Vard and 48,9
miles west of Willard, In the vicinity of the point of
accident the N,Y.C, is a single~track line, over which trains
are opcrated bty timetable, traln orders and a manual-block
system, The E.& O, 1s a double-track 1line, over which trains
moving with the current of traffic are operaued by siegnal
Indications. The mailn tracks of the B.& 0O, from north to
south are designated as track No, 1, westward, and track No,
£, eastwerd. Movements over the crossing are governed by
interlccking signals, The N,Y.C. extends north and south and
the B,& O, extends east and west., The two lines 1intersect at
an ansle of 80°07!, The interlocking station 1s located in
the southwest angle of the crossing, about 12 feet west of
the centcr~line of the N,Y.C, track and 20 fcet south of the
center-line of B.& O. track No. 2. From the north on the
N.Y.C, therc are, in suncessl~n, a tangent 5,308 feet in
length, a 0°30' curve to the left 460 feet and a tangent
1,161 feet to the point of accident and a considerable
dlstaace southwzrd. Throughout a distance of approximately
1.6 miles immediately north of the point of accident the grade
for south-bound trains varies from level to 0,3 percent
ascending southward., At the crossing the grade 1s practically
level, From the east the B.& O, tracks are tangent throughout
a distance of 11.% miles to the crossing and 10.4 miles
westvard, The rade for west-bound trains is 0,00 percent
descending westward,

On the N.Y,C. apvoroach signal 42031 and home slgnal 8,
governing south-bound movements, are located, respectively,
1.28 niles and 224 fest north of the crossing. Sienal 42031
1s of the color-light type, and signal 8 is a two-arm, upper—
quadrant semaphore type sivnal These slgnals are approacn—
lighted and each disnlays Three aspects., On the B.& O.
approach signal W47-36 and homc sicnal 33, governing west~bound
movements on track No, 1, are loceted, respectively, 1,24
miles and 379 feet east of the polint of accident, These signals
are of the color-position-light type and are approach-lighted,
The aspects applicable to this investleation and thelr
corrcsponding indications and names are as follows:



Signal Aspect Indication Name
42071 Yellow over Procesd preparing to '
rod markcer etop at next sional.,
lighkt, Train excecding
stagscred medium speed rust at
once reduce to that
speed. Reduction to .

medium speed must
comm:-nce tefore
passing signal and be
completed before
accepting 2 more
{avorable indication.

8 Red-over- Stop.
red
Wd7-36 Grcen-nver-— Froceed, Clear,

green under
T © lunar wvhilte
rarker liaght

Green-cvar- Proneed. Clear,
sreen uader

lunar white

markcr light

[N N L e

Two horizon- Stop. Stop.
tal r:d
lights

. The cilrcuits and the mechanical locking are so arranged that,

wven the route is lined for the B.& 0., signal 42031 1ndicatos
Anproach and signal! € indicates Stop. Approach and rouce
lockinz are providad., Indicabtors are provided in the Interlocking
station to indlcat. when a sonth-bound train enters th2 N,Y.C.
aprroach circult at a polnt 2,268 miles nortn of the crossing
121d when o west-bound train anters tre R.& 0. approach circult
at a point 2.57 miles cast of thz tower. A switch-polnt derail

1s located on th> N, Y,C, 187 fect north of the center-line of
2.4 C. track No, 1,

Operating rules of the N,Y,C., read in part as follows: .
EEFINITIONS.

Mejium Speed.—-A spzed not exceeding thirty miles
. per hour. t
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34, The engineman and fireman must, and when
practicable the trainmen will, communlcate to
each other the 1ndlca®ion of all signals affecting
the movement of thelr trailn,

98. Trains must approach * * * prgilroad crossings
at grade * ¥ % propared to stop, unless * * * gignals
indicate proceed, and track is clear, * * ¥

The maximum authorized speed for freight trains was 40
miles per hour on the N,Y.C. and 55 miles per hour on the
B.& 0.

Description of Accident

Extra 1674 South, a south-tound N.Y,C., freight trailn,
consisted of Dipse1~elpcgr1c units 1674A, 2432B and 1642A
coupled in multiple-~unit contrel, and a caboose. This tr
departed from Bowling Green, the last open office, 13.6
miles north of Galatca, at 5:54 p. m., passed signal 42031,
which indicated Approach, passed sispnsl 8, which indicated
Stop, and was derniled at the switch-point derail north of
the crossing., The train stopped with the second Diesel-
electric urit across B.& 0. trecks Nos. 1 and 2. Immediately
afterward the second Dicsel-clectric unit was struck by B.& O.
Extra 5587 West.

Extra 5587 West, a wast-bound B.& 0. freight train,
consistcd of engine 5587, 47 cars and a caboose. This frain
departed from J Tower, 2.7 miles west of Willard, at 5:42
p. m., passecd Fostoria, the last oven office, 12.1 miles east
of the point of accidbnt at 6:24 p, m., pasqed signal W47-36,
which Indicated Proceed, pasch signal 33, which indicated
Stop, and whille moving at an €s timated speed of 45 miles per
hour it struck the second Diesel-electric unit of Extra 1874
South,

The first Diesel-electric unit of Extra 1674 South was
derailed to the cast and stopned about 60 feet south of B,& O,
treck No. 2, with the center of the pilot about 6 feet east
of the center-line of the N.Y.C., track. The rear of the unit
stopped about 10 feet south of B,& O, trrck No. 2, This unit
leaned toward the east ot an angle of about 30 degrees. The
second Diesel-electric unit stopped about 10 feet north of
B.& 0. track No, 1 and diagonally across the northwest
angle of the intersection. The rear end of this unit stopped
on the west edge of the M,Y.C. roadbed and 33 feet north of the
crossing, The front truck of this unit stopped in the vicinity
of B.& O. track No. 2 and about 200 feet west of the crossing.
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The third Diesel-electric unit and the caboose were deralled
to the east and stopped in line with the track. The first
and the third Diesel-clectric units werc somewhat damaged. .
The second Diesel-electric unit was badly damaged and the
caboose was sliphtly damaged. B.& O. engine 5587 was
derailed to the north and stopped with the front end 1898

feet west of the crossing. The tender remalned coupled to
the engine and stopped with the rear end between tracks Nos,
1 and 2, The enegline leaned toward the south at an angle of
about 15 degrees, The first slx cars were deralled and
stopped in various positlons along the tracks, The engine
and the tender were considerably damaged. The first car

was badly damaged and the second and third cars were somewhat
damaged, The fourth to the sixth cars, inclusive, were
slightly camaged.

The engine~r and the fireman of Extra 1674 South,
and the engineer and the front brakeman of Extra 5587
West were injured.

The weather was misty and it was dark st the time of
the accident, which occurred about 6:4C p. m,

Discussion

When the route at Galatea interlocking is 1lined for a
west-bound movement on the B.& 0., slgnal 42031 and signal
8, which govern south-bound movements on the N,Y,C., indicate,
respectively, Approach and Stop. If the approach clrcult on
B.& O. track No., 1 is occupled and signal 33 displays an
aspect to nroceed the route cannot be changed until after
the explration of a time interval of 3 minutes 12 geconds.
About 2 minutes before the accident occurred the operator
at Galatea interlocking lined the route for the movement of
B.& O, Extra 5587 West through the interlocking. N,Y.C.
Extra 1674 South had entcred the approachk circult on the
g.Y.C. a few seconds before the route was lined for the

& O.

As the N.Y,C, traln approached the point where the
accident occurred the speed was ahout 40 miles per hour. The
headlight was lighted brightly. The brakes of thils train had
been tested and had functioned properly when used en route. ‘
The enginemen were maintalning a lookout shead from their
respective positions in the control compartment of the first
Diesel-electric unit, The conductor, the flagman and the front



-9 - 3369

brakeman were in the caboose. Slenal 42031 indlcated Arproach
and the enginemen called the indication. The engineer sald
that after the eneine passed the signal he became concerncd
abtout an opposing second-class train and consulted the
timetable to ascertain 1ts schedule. He did not 1lnitlate

a breke application to comply with the approach signal
indication., He sounded the grade-crossing whlstle-slgnal

on the pneumatic horn for a rail-highway grade crosslnz south
of signal 42031, He said that be first became aware that
elgnal 8 indicated Stop when the engine was about 70 feect
nortin of the slgnal. He immediztely inltiated an emergency
application o1 the brakes. The fircman sald that he repeated
the Andication of sipgnal 42031 after the engineer called 1t,
When hie first observed signal 8 1t indicated Stop., He called
the indication and the engineer responded, He sald the speed
of the train wes beinz regulated by manipulating the throttle
and he thought the speed was belng properly controlled., When
the train was about 1,200 feet from the crossing he agaln
called the indleatlon of glpgnzl 8, Eefore he could take any
action to stop the train the englneer inltlated tae emerzency
application of the brakes, None of the cmployees in the
caboosc observed the aspect of signal 42031, The flagman said
that he saw the Stop aspect of signal 8 when the traln wes a
short digtance north of the signal, The brakes were applied
in emcrgency before he could tske any action to stop the
train, The members of the train crew alighted from the
caboose a few seconds before the colllision occurred.
According to the tape of the speed recording device of
Diesel=-electric unlt 1674A, the speed of the trsin was about
40 miles per hour when the brekes were apvlied in emerge-ncy,

As By& 0, Extra 5087 West was aporoaching the crosrilng
the speed was about 50 miles per hour, The headlight was
lighted brightly. The brakes of this traln had becn testcd
and had functioned properly when used on route, The englnecnen
and the front brakeman were in their respective positions in
the cab of the engine, The conductor znd the flagman were
in the caboose., The englnecr saild that both signal W47-35
and slgnal 3% indicnted Proceed. The indicatlons were cnlled
by the enrinemen and the front brskeman. However, when the
engline was about 750 feet eact of siwnal 33 Extra 1874 South
occupied the tracx circult south of signal 8. This track
occupancy caused the indication of signal 33 to change from
Proceed to Stop. The engineer called the Stop indication and
Immediately initiated an emergency applic-tlon of the brakes,
closed the throttle and oprned the sanders. When he saw the
N.Y.C. train enter the crossing he warned the fireman and the
front brakeman and placed the roverse lever in pocition for
backward movement, The colllislon occurrod before the speed of
the train had been materially reduced,



- 10 - 3369

Cause

It is found that this accident was caused by fallure

to operate the New York Central train in accordance with
slznal indicatilons.

( SEAL)

Dated at Washlington, D, C., this twenty-ninth
day of November, 13550,

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

W, P. BARTEL,

Secretary,

@

.



