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SUMMARY

April 16, 1950
New York Central
Albany, Ohilo
Derailment
Freight

Second &7

1772 and 1860

[9)]
]

7 ars, coboose

1

m

m. P. L.

Tim>table, train orders and
manual-block syctem

Sinele; spiral; 0.59 percent
ascending grade northward

Clear
1:56 p. m,
2 injured

Defactive swlitch
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO, 3324

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

June 23, 1950

Accident at Albany, Ohio, on April 16, 1950, caused by
a defective switch.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On April 16, 1950, there was a derailment of a freight
train on the New York Central Rallroad at Albany, Ohilo,
which resulted in the injury of two train-service employees,
This accident was investigated 1in conjunction with a repre-
sentative of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohilo.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Locatlon of Accident and Methcd of Opsration
Thig accident ncrurred on thet part of the Ohio Central ,
ending hetween Robson Jet. and Cornine, Chilo,
e. Ta the vicin.tv of the point of aceldent this ‘
& a single-track line, over wkich tvesins ere operatod by )
t.mctable, trein orders and a mannal-tlock system. At Alhauy, !
24,1 miles north of Hobson Jet., a siding 0,740 feet in (
length, desleneted as the soutnward ~idinge, pard‘lels the
m3in track on the west. The south and north ewitches of
tnis siding are, ?PSDCC+1VPly 5,215 feet and 16€ feet south
of the stsztlon. A siding & wau eet 1n lencsth, desiguated
gs the northward siding, arqllel the main track na the ;
east, The south and north gwltches of this sidiur arvre,
spectively, 476 Teet south and 2,80¢ fcet north of the i

station, The ac,c:idar‘r orcuzrred on th: main track at the
south switzsh of the southwsrd stin&. from the south thcre
are, In succcselon, a 4° curve to the right 200 feet in
length, a tansent VE2 fect, a spiral ?AO feet, an 8°20' curve
to the right 211 feet, and a spirol 135 fe-t to the polnt of
accldent and 1056 feot nqrthWﬁrd, Tre pvadc tor norti~tound 1
trans varies bhetween G,.14 vsrcent and 1.31 pareent - - . - . )
adcending throuvgrou®t a distance of 1,58 miles lmmediately

south of the point of accident, and is 0.89 p-rcent

ascendinz at that peint,

ul

p B oo W
f(’.)

The couth switch of the scuthwerd siding 1s provided
wlth a Ne, 10 turnout, The switch stand is ol the hand-throw,
intermediete—-stend type, and is locuted 8 feet 9 inches west
of the center-line of the main tTdOk. When the switch is
in normal pociticn, s graen banner 8 lnches wide and 33-1/2
inches lona 1s dicplayed at leYt snglfs to the track, Tris
banner igs pninted ot esch end, is e%tachcd to the spindle 1n
& diagonsl position, and is n’ fset, 8—1/2 inchce above thne
tops of the Ties When the switch 1s iined for enuvry %to the
slding, a red banner 11-1/2 inchkzs wide and 28 inchcs long
1s displayed at right aneles to the track. This bernner 1is
roundad at each cnd and is attached to the spindle in a
norlzontal position ot *he some level as the grecen banner,
The operating lever 1s of thc horizontal-throw type.

This carrier's opereting rules read in part as fnllows:

104, * % ¥ Switches must be properly lined after
havingz been used,

A switcen must not be left opsn for a following traln
unless in charge of a trainman of such trzin,

L
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The maxiuum suthorized spced for freight trains was 40
miles per bhour,

Degeription of Accident

Second &7, a north-bound second-class freight train,
consisted of helper encine 1772, engine 180, 76 cors and
a caboose, In the order named. Thils train Jeparted from
Carpenter, the last open office, Z.68 miles south of the
point of accident, at 1:49 p, m., 7 kours 42 minutes late,
While it wes moving at an estimated specd of 1€ miles per
hour, both ecngines and thelr tenders and the front truck of
the first car were derailed at the south switch of the
southwurd siding a®t Albony.

Helpeor engine 1779 «topped between the main track and the
siding, with the front of the engine 281 feet north of the
point of accident. 1t l.aned to the 1left at an anple of about
30 degrees, The Sender vemainsd coupled to the engine,

Engine 18€0 stopped ¢t an angle of about 35 degrees to the
muin track, with the front of the engine between the maln
treck and the sidiag. It 127ned to the left at an angle of
about 30 degreerse, The tendcr vremained couplied to the engine
and stopped with the rear end west of the siding, The first
car remnined upright and in line witk the siding. Both
engines and tenders were somevbat damogod, and the first

car was sligntly Jdamaged,

The flagman of helper eagine 1779 and the firemen of
engine 1860 were injured,

Thn weather wac clear =2t the tire nf the accldent, which
cccurred &t 1:88 p, m,

Diacussion

On this portion of the railroad, north-bound freight
trains with full tonnaac requlre o helper enmine botween
Sarpentcr and Albany. The tcorminal for help-r en~ines in
tnis distriect is Hokson, 22.4 miles south of Albany., "hen
o helprr enaire is provided, 1t usually 1s coupled ahend of
the road engine and assists the train to 2 point beyond the
crest of the ascending erade ot Albeny. It is then detached
from the train, If it is to help snother train, 1t proceeds
in backverd motion to Carpenter and =2ssicts the followlng
traln from that pHrint. Othorwise, it is turned on th: wye
at Albany, TFrior to the time of the accident, when a helper
englinz: was to follow a soutir-bouand freilght train departing
from the siding ~t Albany, 1t bad bLeen « practics for the
traln dicpatcher to isgsne a mecsage lnstructing the crews
of helper englnes at Albany to restore the south switch of
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the southward siding to narmal positi~n. Thecse messaces
wore iagqued over the sipnature of the superintendent and
copies were delivered to members of the craw of the fraicht
troin, They were issued to expedlte the movement of the
freicht traln by permitting 1t to lesve the s)dine witrout
stopplng for 2 member of the crew to rostore the switch

to normal position.

The investlysmtion disclosed that on the day of the
accident the south switehr of the southrard =siding at Alhany
vag lined for movement from the siding to the maln track
by the crew of Extra 21f0 Souvth, o sontk—-bound freisht trsin,
This traln arrived at Albany at 10:£0 &¢. in, and ontered the
southward siding to meet First 37, a north-bound frel.:ht
train. As the trein passed ths station, the crew recsived
coples of a2 messace contalning the instructlon ther the creow
oi the helper engine on Firet &7 would reejore the south
glding-switch to ncraal nozition after Extra 2180 Sfouth had
departed from the sidine., Aftrr Flrst &7 arrlved, the crew
of Exfra 2180 South lin«d the sonth ziding-switch for novement
from the slding to the maln track, and the train dspartd
sovtaward, Tre crew dld nnt reastore the switch to ncrmal
position.

Firet 37 ar-lved at Alhany at 12:C1 n., n. ~nd stopp~d
with the front end of the troin nnrth of the station. Helper
engine 1779 waa d-tached from the train, and it roturncd
throuzh the northrard siding to a point near the station,

The crew of the helr:ir eneine then entered the station, The
operator had placed on the desk o copy of th megsage
instructing this crew to restorz the south ridinr—switch to
nermal position, He intsnded to Gellver thir mogeage with

a traln crder antrorizing tre moavexr-at ¢f the halper engine
from Albany to Carpenicr, Vhile the crew wos wailting for

the operator to obttaln the traln ordcr, the flarman uged

the margin of the mesragec to drmonstrets the writing
aualltles of 2 new ven, Hc gald r¢ dld not read the nessa
Soon afterward the asvow of the hclper engine raceivaed copl
of the train order, and the helper snginz depoarted south
About 30 minutes later, the onerator discenversd the meseggze
on the desk, However, th: cperstor assumed that the flazman
had read the message before he 127t the office, &nd made no
attsmpt to communicate with the cr-» at Garcentor,

Helper enzine 1779, hecadrd nortnwsrd and in backward
motion, entered the raln track at the south gwitch of the
northward siding and departed routhward cn the mailn track at
12:195 p. m, It passed the south swifeh of the scuthward
slding, which was lined for movemant from th~ sldinc to the
main track, at a spced of sbhout 19 miles per hour and asrrived
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at Carpenter at 12:34 p. m., The firemsn wns operating the
engine, and the engineer and the flagman vere seated on the

left side of the cab. These employees said they did not .
observe the position of the south switch of the sonthward
siding as the engine approached it, and they were not avare
that the switch was not 1n proper position for the movemnent
of thelr engine,

Second 37 arrived at Carpenter at 1:32 p. m, Helper
englne 1779 wes coupled shead of the rosd engline, and the
traln departed at 1:49 p, m. As the train approached the
south switch of the southward siding at Albany, the speed
was about 18 miles per hour. The fireman was operating
the helper engine, and the engineer and the front braiemen
were seated on the left side of the cab. The cngineer and
the flreman of enzine 1860 were in their respective positions
on the engine, and the flagman of tke helper engilne was seated
behind the fireman of engine 1860. The conductor and the
flagman weres in the caboose. The employees on the snglnes
did not observe the position of the switch, and were not
aware of anything being wrong untll the derailment occurred,

After the accident occurred, the south switch of the
southward siding at Albany was found to be lined for entry
to the siding. The operating lever wac properly latched 1n
that positilon, uxaminatlon of the switch Aiscloszd that a
south-bound train when mcving on the main track had trailed
through the swltch while it was lined for entry to the siding.
The switch rods were bent in such manner that the switeh rail
was held away from the stock rail a sufficlant distance %o
p~rmit a flange of a north-bound trasin to nass between the
switch point and the stock rail, PFlange merks on the ties
indicated that a pair of wheels had dropped inside the stock
ralls at a peint 15.3 feet north of tne switch points.
These marks continued northward and in line with the siding
a dlstance of 94 feet, At this point the general @eraiTment
occurred and the siding was destroyed thronghout a distance
of 140 feet northward., It is evident that, while proceeding
soutaward on the main track, helper edvjne 1772 treiled
through the south switch wben the points were 1lined for
~ntry to the siding,

After this accident occurred, the practice of issuing
messages instructing the crews of helper engines at Albany
to 1ine switches for the crews of freight trzins was
discontinued,
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Caysme

It ie fourd that this accident was causcd by a
defective switch,

/
Pated at Washington, D. C., this twenty-third
day of June, 1980,

By the Commission, Commissioncr Pattcrson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secrctary.



