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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Traing involved:
Trsin numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:

Opereatvion:

Traclk:

Weathner:
Time:
Casualties:

Couse:
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SUMMARY

Nasnville, Cnattanooga & S5t. Louic
Marcn 17, 1943
Gorman, Tenn.

Side colliislion
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Poesenger

Tnird S0 : Extra 654 Soutn
530-614 : 654

56 cars, 2 cawoocses : 16 care
Standing ¢ 25-30 m. p. n.

Timetable and train orders

Single; 1° curve; 0.9 percent
degcending prafe nortnward

Dense fog
About 3:192 a. m.

2 killed: 5 injured

’

Accident caused by train fouling
maln track immediately in front
of an opposing suverior train



INTERSTATE CCM:'ERCE COIZIISSION

IITVESTIGATION NC. 2685
IN THE JATTER OF MAXING ACCIDEVT INVESTIGATION RE-ORTS
U}DSR THE ACCT'ENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1°1C.

THE NASEVILLE, CHATTANOOCA & ST. LOUIS
SATILWAY COMFARY

May 1, 1943,

Accident at Gorman, Tenn., on Marcn 17, 1945, caused by
frein fculing fThe mein track 1m“edlately in front of
an opnosglng suoerior train.

1
REPORT OF THE CONMISSION

PATTERSO, Commisgioner:

On idarcn 17, 1943, tnere was a side collision petween
Treignt train end & passenger traln on tne lasaville,
1attznocza & St. Loul E Railway at Gorman, Tenn., wnlcn re-
1ted in Toe deat1 of two tTrain-cervice emwnloyees and tne
niury ol one passenger, one Pullmen employee ond taree
raln-gexrvice erplogees.

autiority of gection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
T tne DOVC—ePtltleu nroceeding was referred by tne
n to Commlsblonel Pattereon for consideration and
ion.
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> Bruceton, Tenn.
L 17.15 mi.
Johnsonville
15.90 mi.
Gorman (P.of A.)
| 22.20 mi.
o Colesburg
39,62 mi.

19 Nashville o Tenn.

k Morth siding—-switch
7L ft.
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No.
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louxs Railway

Inv,

Gorman, Tenx.

Cw: 1943
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Location of Accldent and lMetrnod or Cperation

Tris accldent occurred on that part of tne Nasnville
Division extending between Bruceton and Naenville, Tenn.,
94.87 miles, In the vicinity of tre voint of accident tals
1s a sinzle-~track line over wnicn traings are overated by
tirntetable and train orders. Trere ig no block system in use.
At Gorman a giding 3,578 feet in lengtn parallels the main
tracl on the east. Tne nortn asvitch of this siding 1e¢ located
2,885.6 Teet nortn of the statlion. Tne clearence voint st tre
nortn end of tne giding is 185 feet goutn of the egwltech. Trnere
1s no mark or sign to indicate the location of tae clearance
point. Tne accldent occurred 111 feet nortan of the clearance
point and 74 feet south of trne nortn sidin:-rwitcnh. Azproacn-
ing from tne soutn on tne siding there l1s a taggZent about
3,100 feet in lengtn, which is followed by a 1° curve to the
rignt 122.,9 feet to the clearance point at tne nortnh end of
tne siding. Ay proacning from the nortn on tune main track taere
is a tangent mere tnan 2 mllec in lengtn, wvnicn 1s followed by
a 1° curve to tihe left 262.8 feet to the point of accident and
233.9 feet beyond. Tarcugnout a ceonsiderable dietance north
and soutn of the point of collision tne grade for nortn-bound
trains varliesg between 1.822 and 0.25 percent desgcendlng and at
tne point of accident 1t is 0.39 percent descending.

Operating rules read in vwert as follows:

57. Inferior trains must keed out of tne wey of
superior trains in tne opwosite “irection, clear-
ing tneir time as requlired by rule, and in mceting
Tnem must, wnen practicable, pull into tae 'siding
at tne nearest end. If nccecsary to pass tnis
noint * * % fhe train must first be vwrotected, as
prescribed by R.1lgc 90, ¥ * =

5

N D

99. Wnen a trein gtone or isg delayed, under cir-
cumstances In wricn 1t mey be struck, tne flapman
musu (0 back immecdintely vitn stop signalg s euffi-
cient distance to ineure full protection, * % *

Tne front of a2 train must e protected in
tne same way by tne front brakeman. I7 the front
brakeman 1s unsble to go, tae fireman muet go.
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FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.

o
Form C. Giving Rignt to a Train Over Asother Train. .

Examples.
(2) Ex 20 North anas rignt over No 3 Il to D,

is form of order makees the traln over wnich
rignt is given inferior to the train wnicn is
given rignt over 1t, between tne points named,
and 1t must not enter tae deglignated limits wiltn-
out furtner orders over tne trailrn tnus made
suncrior, ¥ # ¥

# %

o
RS

Form E. Time Orders.

(4) No 1 will wait at E until t
10 15 a m.

¢

n fiftceen

¥ % % Any opposing train receciving the order is

regvired to clcar the time egpeciflfied, at tne

desisneted point, # % ¥ a2t lecast five minutes.

# % %

Tne maximum autnorized spced for vassenger trailns nauled
by L2 class engincs 1s 40 miles per hour.

Degcrintion of Accident

Tnivrd 50, a nortn-bound taird-class elent train, con-
sisted of er.ines 535 and 614, couplcd, empty care and 2
cabooscs, in tne order named. Tnis train departed from
Nasnville, 61.82 miles sovtn of Gorman, at 11:0& p. m., March
16, accordinn to tae dispatener's record of ncvement of trains
2 nours &5 minutes late. At Colesburg, 22.2 milcs soutn of .
Gorman, tne crew reccelved a clecarance card and covies of tnree
traln ordcrs, of wnicn two worec orders Nos. € and 8, recading
in part as follows:

fr
58
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23 and 533 run extrs Bruceton
le nave rignt over % % % Tnhird
=

Three Exs 854 323 and 535 South wait at
¥ % % Gorman until tnree twenty 320.a m ¥ % %

Tnird 5C departed from Colesburg at 1:53 a. m., HMaren 17, 3
nours 4o minutes late, entered tae gilding at Gorman and stopped
into clear 2obout 3:1%5 a. n. Soon afterward.thnis train moved
nortawvard on tne siding and stonped about 3:19 a. m., with Tne
front eal of tne first engine fouliny tne mein track 74 feet
soutn of Tae nortn eiding-switcn. Immedletel;” afterward 1T was
gtruck by Extra 854 Soutn.

Zxtra 3584 Sout., a south-bound nassenger train, consisted
of engine 654, of tne L2 class, 3 baggage cars, 4 P.llman
tourist cears, 1 baggaze car, 4 Pullmen tourist care, 1 baggage
cer, 2 P llmen tourist cars and 1 Pirllmen sleering car, in tne
order named. Tne first, second, elgntn and thirteentn cers
were of steel underfreme construction and tne remainder were
of all-sTeel construction. At Bruceton, 353.05.miles nortn of
Gorman, tne crew received a clearance card and copies of train
orders os. 6 and 8. This train departed from Bruceton at 2:10
a. m., aecording te tne dispatcner's record of movement of
trains, denarted from Jonnsonville, 15.9 miles nortn of Gorman
and the last open office, at 2:50 a. m.,.and wnile moving at a
gpced of 25 or 30 miles wer nour it collided witn Tnird 50.

gnzine 535 and 1ts tender were derailed and badly damaged.
Tne engine stopred bottom un east of the siding ané at an angle
of avout 20 degreses to it. Tae tender stopned on its rignt
side cast of the siding. Engine 684 and ite tender were de-
railed and stovvoed, ncaded nertnward, badly damaged, about 180
feet sovin of tue polnt of accident, on their left sides and
west of the main track. The first four cors of Extra 854 were
derellcd and stovped in verious nositions west of the maln
track. 07 thicee cars, the first wes demolisned and the re-
mainder were conesiderably damaged. The front truck, of tne
Tifte cor was deralled.

There wos o dense fog at the time of the accident, wnick
occurred apout 3:19 a. m.



Tne Train-gservice em~sloyees Xilled were tne fireman and
the front brakemen of Extra 654, Tne train-service employvees
Injured were tne engineer of Txtra 654 and the engineer and
tne front obrakerman of Third 50, .

Data

Tne capaclty of tne siding at Gorman is 71 cers, The
norta siding-switcn is provided witn a stand about 7 feet
nign, located 6 feet 6 incnes eost of tne east rail of tne
main track. Wnen tne switcn is lined for tne main track an
oblong target, painted green, about 2 feet long and 12 incnes
wide, is disblayed at rignt angles to tne track and, in addi-
tion, a switcn lamp, equipped witn reflex lenses, displays o
green asnect.

Discusgsion

Une rules governing cneration in trils territory provide
tnat at meeting points tne inferior trein must, vnen practi-
cable, enter the siding at the rearest switch and must not
pass tne clearance noint of the Jleaving switcn wituout autnor-
1ty or flag protection.

Tne crews ol bota troins neld conies of train order Yo.
6, wnicn gave Extra 604 Souta rifnt over Taird 5C 3ruceton to
Colesburg, end train ordéer 'o. 8, wnlch reduired Extra 654 to
wait at Goramen, 22.2 miles norti. of Colesourg, until 3:20 a. m.
The cepacity of tne siding at Gorman is 71 cars. Third 20,
consisting of 2 engines, 56 cors anl 2 cobooses, entered tne
siding at Gorman and stonped into clear about 3:15 2. m. About
4 minutes later, after tais train nad moved nortaward on itne
siding anc stopped, tne front end of tne flrst engine fouled
tne nain track at a »noint 74 feet soutn of the nortn siding-
ewiten and wes strucl by Extra 6954.

As Extra 654 was avnroacning Gorman tie speed was apout
40 miles mer nour. Thne enginemen and the front brakeman were
maintaining a lookout anead. Tne neadlignt was ligated and
tnere wes no condition of tne engine wnicn obscured tne view
or digtracted their attention. Because of denge fog, vislibillty
at many Hlaces was restricted to a distancc of about 25 or 30
feet. Vren the engine wes approacning the station-one-mile
sign, located 3,227 feet nortn of tne north siding-switch, 1.
engineer closed tne tnrottle to drifting Josifion to control
tne speed of nis ftrain in such manncr that it would not pass
tne clearaance point at tne soutnh siding-switch prior to 3:20
a. nm. in compliance witn train order No. 8. Wnen tne engilne
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passed tne station-one-mile sign the englneer sounded tne
en;,ine wnlstle and observed tne fime as belng ©:19:1C a. m.,
He momentarily saw the reflection of o lignt in tne vicinilty
of tne nortus siding-switcn, but ne tnougnt it was trhe reflec-
tion of the headlignts of an automoblle moving on a nlgaway
wnicn varellels the track on tne west in trnat wicinlty, His
firet knowledge of anytning being wrong was wnen tne collision
occuvrred. o wvarning was glven by thne front brakeman or the
fireman. IT could not be determined wnen they first became
aware thnat Third 50 nad fouled tne main track, as tney were
®x1l1led in tne accident.

The engirnemen of tne first engine of Tnird E0 said they
first beceme sware tnat their engine ned fouled the main track
about 2 seconds prior to the collision. The engineer of the
first engine sasld that wnen nis train first stopped into clear
on tne siding nis engine wac some distence soutn of tne nortn
gidins-svitcn. Becauce 1t was customery for trains using »
siding to procced to thne clearance ooint at tne leaving switceh,
nis train proceeded nortovard on trie sidiry. Tne enginemen
were mointaining a lookout anead and tie neadlignt was lignted,
put becceuge of tne dense fop they were unable tec determine tne
locaticn of thnelr engine wltn respect to tne cle=rance voint
at tne nortn end of tine giding until thelr train nod fouled
tne main Crack. Tnere was no sglgn or mark to indicete thne
clearance »olnt., The front brazemen, wio was on the second en-
fine, and tne enginemen of the second enrine were not aware tnat
the firet engine nad fouled the main track until the collision
occurred.

If tite clearance roint at the nortn end of the siding nad
veen providaed witn a digtinctive slgn to indicate the fouvling
point, tne engineer of tae firet engine of Tnird 50 would hnave
Leen awsre of nis locotion with respect to the clearance polnt,
and tnls accident would nave been averted.

Cause

It is found tnat tnis cccident was caused by a train
foulin;; tne main track immediately in front of an opposing
guperior trsin.

Dated at Wasnington, D, C., thls first
day of May, 1943.

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. RARTEL,

Secretary.



