'

INTERSTATE COLMIRCE COMLISSION

WASHINGTON

-

INVISTIGATION NO. 0577
THE NASHVILLE, CHATTLNCOGA & ST.LOUILS
RAILVAY COMPANY
RIPORT IN RL ACCIDENT
NE/R DENVER, TENN., ON

IZahCH 15, 1942




RPrilroad:
Tinte:

Location:

Kind ot =ccicent:

Trajne involved:

m ., 2 e
Treein nunhern:

‘A
9]
-+
-
-
P
“
D
61
{(j
@]
S
[@l

Opersation:

Trarlke:

HNeather:
Time:
Casucltien:

(fsuce:

R-comrmendntion:

Inv-2577

SUMMARY

Nashville, Chettanooga & St. Loulrs
Msrch 15, lOLZ2

Denver, Tenn.

Herd-end collicion

Freight : Passenger
Exsra 606 North 1

H06 : 507

0

O cargs and cahoors @ O carc

~N

5-30 m. p. h. i 25-50 m. p. h.

Timesehle and train orders

Single; L9230' curve; 0.032 percent
rocending grade southward

Cloudy
L:?5 8. m.

5 killed; 35 injured

Accident ~aused by reilure to
nddrezs ¢ vestricting orier
to the =upcrior train

That the Nschville, Chettonooga &

. Louis Railway Compeny establich
2n adequatc blosk system on the
linc involved in thi: asccicent




INTERSTATT COMIZERCE COMMTS.CIOM

INVRSTIGATION NO. 2577

IN TELR MATTLER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVISTTGATTON RIPORTS
UNDER THL ZCCIDENT REPORTS ACT OW VAY 6, 1910.

THY RACSLKYITLL, CBATTANOOGA & 3T. LOUTS ®ATLYAY COMDANY

Aprll 29, 1942

Accident rnor v ienver, Tonun., on larch 15, 1942, cruced
by failure¢ to =udrcor n rostrictine order 1o the
superior train,

- ) 1
BIVORT O1F THL COWMIY =ION

PLTTFRSON, Coruission-r:

On Merech 15, 19472, bheroe o & heacd-end collision
between 2 pros gngkw train end ¢ freight troin on the
Nashville, Chettenoogs % Sn. Louis Railwoy nerr Denver,
Tenn., which recutted in the deeth of 5 train-corvice
cmploycees snd the injury ol 27 perscnrers, 1 Pullmen cem-
ployee, 6 cuployees off duty end 1 trein-service em-
ployec on duty.

Undcr ~uthority of seetion 17 (2) of the Interstete

L

Commerce Act the abhove-entitled procccding wes vroforred

by the Comrrisclion to Commissioner Pebttorson for con-
slderstion rnd dispecsition.



T Bruceton, Tenn.

| 17.15 m.,

o Johnsonville

| 2,60 mi.

# Denver

: 0.66 mi.

$ Point of accident
| 34.84 mi.

6 Colesburg

| 39.62 m.

o Nashville, Tenn. |

—.

_Point of
acclient

Extra 606
North

Yo Inv. No. 2577
v p.T¥ N. C. & St. L. Ay.
Denver, Tenn.
March 15, 1942



Location of Accident =and Mcthod of Operation

This acecident occurred on that part of the Nashville
Division which extends bctween Bruccton and Nachville,
Tenn., = distance of 94.87 miles. TIa the vicinity of the
point of accident this ig @ single-track linc over which
treing ere operated by timetable and train orders. There
ie no block cystcm in use. At Denver a siding 1,996 feet
in length perallels the melin track on the east. The south
gwiteh of this siding is 213 feet south of the stetion.
The accident occlirred ~t a point 3,271 feet south of the
south ciding-switch. As the point of accident is approached
from the north there in & tangent 1.39 miles in length,
which is followed by » compound curve to the left 1,847
feet in length, the curvature of which varles from 3°%27' to
4%30'., The sccident occurr.d on this curve 2t a point
1,364 feet south of ite north.rn end where the curvature
is 4°30'. As the point of accident is approached from the
sauth there arc, in succcralon, a 2° curve to the left 925
feet in length, a tongent 787 Toet, and the curve on which
the accident occurred. At the point of sccident the egrade
is 0.032 pcrecent cecending nerinward. In the vicinity of
the point of accicent the track is lzaid on < hillside cut.

Oper=ting rulcs reod in part as Tollowe:

204. Train ovr-ors must be addrosced te those
who ~ne to ovccube tnem, naming the plesce =t
which e2ach ir to rucoive hic-copy. Thoce for
2 train musht be addresced to the conductor and
enginemen, ~nd 2180 Lo any one wht Lote g its
pilot., £ copy for =ach pcrson addressed must
b supplied by tho operator.

X X %

-

in 2 book proviccd for the purrnos
fice of the trein dispatcher; =ng vith i
recorded the nwmes of those who heve cign

the order; the time 2nd the signsle which show
when and {rom whet o’fices the order wes repeated;
the responces tranemitied, and the trnain dis-
prtcher's initis:ls. These rccords m.ot be nade
at once, fné never from memory or memnorands.

[
T
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205. Teach trein order must b writt-n in rull
’r
3

208. A train order to bs cent to two or morc
of fices must be trensmit-.cd simultsanecusly to
as many of them 25 prreticeble,
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The several cddresses must be in the order
of superiority of troins cnd when practicable
must include the operator at the meeting or wait-
ing point, each office teking its proper eddress.

* k%

210, When-a "31" train order has been tranc-
mitted, * * *, Each operator receiving the order
should observe whether thie others repeet correctly.

X k X

4?4- * >k Xk
Each figure and word of a tr-in order nust
be written or underscored while it is being
repeanted.
X K %
On the curve involved the marimum oauthorized speed
for passenger treins igs 45 milec per hour, ana for freight
trains, 35 miles per nhour.

Extra 606 North, a north-bound freight train, con-
sisted of engine 606, 22 lozded cars snd 1 empty car end =
cuboose. \t Nashville, 75.12 miles south of Dlenver, a
terminal air-brake test was made and the brales functioned
properly. At Colecbure, 35.5 miles south of I'enver, the
crew received a clezrance card togecther with copies of train
order No. 14, Form 19, which read =5 Tollows:

Ex 605 North meet No. 1 Tng 507 ot
Denver First Ne 55 Fng 601 art John-
_Bam¥ille® :nd has vight over Second
No 55 Colesburg to Bruceton

according

Extra 60& departed from Colesburg ® 3:20 4. m.,
cins, peossed
1

to the dispatcher's rccord of mov.ren® o1 %«
McFwen, 17.95 miles south of Llenver ww +r L
at 3:54 a., m., and while moving a2t >n - ftivatcd speed of 25
to 30 miles per hour it collided with lio. 1 at » point about
0.6 mile south of the south siding-switch at Lonver.

No, 1, z south-bound first-cless poascnger train, con-
cisted of engine 507, 1 cxpress car, 1 tageege cor, 1 mail
car, 1 passenger-brggage c=r, 1 COdCh 2 Pullm=n sleeping
cers, 1 coach and 1 bqunesb car, 1in th, order named. All
cers were of steel construction exccnt the rear car, which
wag of wooden construction. At brucotou, 19.75 miles north
of Denver, the crew recelved copie<e of a clesrance together

st open office,
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and the Tropt o> A of Lereo 505 Nerth, snd the fire-
man of No, L ond - ctud.nn Tilropmnn vho soo oon tne engine.
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Jr_‘u-\tq

. , o g PR
Durine S 3=y eriod proccding the cay of the

R LT ) - ) ; oy S e A

cecidout, e oagesoers o 1ly severart n o the vieinity ol
e ~ Y ~3 + T ~ - i -y~ "

Fhe nant o cociLaens < Dol honerlnrc.
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