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FEPORT IN RE ACCIDENT

NZAR ELBA TOYWER, PITTEBURGH, PA., CN
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SUINARY
Reilroad: Monongarela Connecting
Date: lay 6, 1946
Locaticn: Elbs Tower, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Kind of accident: Rear-enc collision
Movements involved: Engine and cars : Engine and cars
Engine numbers: 175 : 86
Consists: 18 cars : 3 cars, caboose
Estimated speeds: Starding : 5 m. p. h.
Operation: Operating rules
Tracxs: Twc: tangent; 1 psrcent
ascending grede eastward
Weatner: Raining
Time: 11:35 p. m.
Casualties: 1 killed; 5 injured
Cause: Fallure to provide adequate safe-

guards for movenents involved

Recommendation: That the Monongahela Conrecting
Railroad Company provice adeduate
safeguards for tne operation of
movemnents or 1its line



INTERSTATE COMMERZE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION 1'O0. 2991

IN THE MATTZR OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE MONONGAHELA CONNECTING RATLRCAD COMPANY

June 14, 1945.

Accident near Zlbs Tover, Pittsburgh, Pa., on llay 6, 19486,
caused by failure fto wrovide adequate safeguards for
novenents invclved.

1
REPORT OF THE CCILIISSION

PATTERSO!N, Commlssioner:

On llay 5, 1946, there was o rear-end collision between
a yard engine pusnilng cars and anotner yard engine pusning
wrecking eauipment on the llonongahela Connecting Railroad
near Elba Tower, Pittsburgh, Pa., wnich resulted in tne deatn
of one train-service employee, and the injury of five em-
ployees.

lunder autnority of section 17 (2} of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled »nroceeding was velerred by thne
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Thie accident occurrsd -on trat part of the rallroad wnicn
extends between Eldba Tower and Eastern Tower, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
0.88 mile. Between these voints and bYetween lndustrial yards
wnlen lie to tne north and to the south, there are two tracks
designated as tne eastward and the westward main tracke, over
walcn yerd movements arc authorized by opcrating rules and oral
instructions., Tuere are no tine-sable echedules in effect, and
there is no block systerr in use. The accident occurred on the
eastward main track 0.33 rmile eastv of Elba Tover. Fron the
weet there are, in succession, a tanpent 958 feet in length, a
5040 curve to the left 83 feet, a tangent 131 fect, a 19° curve
to the right 83 feet, and a tangent 43 Teet To the peint of
accldent and some dlistance eastward. At thne point of accident,
the grode for east-bound movements is 1 perceant ascending.

Crossover No. 1, a treiling-point crossover, connects the
two main tracks and is 174 feet in length. Its east switen is
612 fect eact of Elba Tower and 1,125 feet west of tne point
of accident. The souta abutment of en overhead bridge parallels
the eastward mein track oxn the south, and 1s 10 feet horizontal-
1y distant. Tre east end of the abutment is 100 fect -vect of
tne point of accident.

22. Eaca engine opcrat
wncn obscured by fog or oths s
plwy the headlignt in fron r tiae lignt in re-r
of englne cor tendecr. All crews will car>y a red
lontern to be used as a marksr following the di-
rection the enginc is going to indicate the rear

. s,

end % nlgnt % % %

8€. Woen a trrin is stopned by ar accident
or obstruction, .the brokeman nust immedistely go
beck with danger signals to stop any trein moving
in the seme direction. * % %

87. ©No trein, crgine, crene, truck or other
cquiprient will occuny or run over the m-in tracks
wvitnovt ruthority from Picpntencr, Yordmaster or
Towarman.

TAc maximum authorized speced is 25 miles per hour.
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Description of Accident

Yard engirne 17E&, Diesel-electric eng ine, wvas pushing a
cut of 18 cars. This mcvement pasced EWba Tower at 11:39
P. m. anrd stopped on tie eastward nain track about 11:45 p. m.

witn tne rear end of the engine 1,737 feet eust of Elbs Tower. |
About 10 minutes later the rear end was struck by equlpment
wriich was being pushed by yard engire 66..

Yard engine 66, a sterm engine headed west, was pushlng
wrecking eduipment. Thls movement from east to ‘west conulsted
o7 & cavecse, one box car, one flat car loaded witn car trucks,
one wreclking crane and nﬂgLﬂe 66, Thls movement entersd tne
eastward main track at crossover lio. 1 about 11:50 p. m., and
was moving at an estimated speed of about 5 miles per hour wien
it struck yard engine 175.

The west end of the caboose ond the east end of the firet
car of yard engine 66 were itelesconed. The front palr cf wneéls
of ‘tne first car were derailed. Jone of the equipment of yard
erngine 178 was derailed or Jdemaged.

A 1icat rain was falling at the tine of the accident, wnich
occurred about 11:5E p n. Ii.

Tae freont brakeman of yard engine 66, wno wae in tre ca-
boose, wys killed.

Thne cobo

cee wocd construction,
except for stecel

S
T the center-eill, It is

&
ginforcenent of ¢
equivred witn a combinaticen back-un :al e gnd alarm wnistle,
)@

ceiticn by an e€lbow to a
ot abo ut 4 incnes above the

s

walcn 18 attached ir a ori
1 t

n valve 1s so arranged that

K

¢
zont
vertical brancn pipe, an? is lo
cnd-ovlatform railing. The be=ck
wien a ousn-butiton is oncrated a is vented tnrough the whistle
for warning purposes, and tnc whistle itself cerves as sn angle-
cock. Wnen the whistle is turned to either side it vents braxe-
pipe alr to the atmosphore and the train air-braxes becone
anplied.

Discussion

Yard engine 175, which was pusning a cut of 18 cars,
stoppbd on the eastward naln track about 11:48 p. m,, with the
ear of trne engine stand ng 1,737 feet eact or Elba Tower, and.
43 feet east of a 19° curve to the right. About 10 minutes
later tne rear of the engine was struck by wrecking equipment.

Tne wrecking edquipnent involved was being pusned by engine
€6, walch was headed west. About 11:50 p. m. tuis rovement
e2ntcred the eastwari main track at crossover No. 1, loceted
1,125 fect west of the noint of accident, As tuis movement

-f._
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approachecd tne
was sbout & mile < ‘
were maintaining a lookout znesd from the east platforn of ths
caboose, eand anotier breoreman wgs inside tné c~booss. Tae en-
gineer w~s maintainine a Tookont tousrd treo enct ~nd tne flre-
man was on tnz decx ¢

g/

oint vhcre the accident occurred, the speed
g per nour. The conductor and one brakeman

£

cudling the fire. The conductor sald tnat

tne first he was arar f ornytiing Weing vrong veos when he saw

tne dimmed e ”dllPdE b fiie rear of ennlae 175 cbout 120 feet

distent. He irmmedi stely ottompred to onen ths broi-un velve

to apply tne tresin Yreckes. Howevzr, tre “ipo cornestion of ths
valve woe loose eni the v ive orr-n ement turned 1lnstead of

%] (_D
O

+

~3

becoming open. Taen the conducter jumved off tc the nortn and
proceeded cbocut 2C Tuet fte the nortn becauce ol the track curvao-
ture, end gave ctop simas

wnlte lanfern. Tnm~dil-tToly unor cesing tiese step signnls tae

c
1s tn tho ercincer wita a lirfnted
B
o
*

enginecr i engine 72 moved tie broiz velve to erer”ency nosi-
tlo“. Ine spacd was eobout & vilces »or nour of ths
collision. The braken-~a, vao “rac on tns Slatforn with thie
ductor, ju"ped of? to trhe seut and rqve sSop signrcls te
fircmen. ine e 1latter sirmels were rot onserved eog th
vies tending tne fire. ~~oausa of shorp enrveturc ond

abutner.t of an ovaracsd oridge, the view of the poin®

dent from tne west wrs »ostriceted to o dist-nrce of =bo
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le¢ r~ilroad rrovide that
1ntcd as maln trocke may be eutnor-
cter, trs dilenatener or the towerman
wrere hore <ignale cre uvsed ot towers,
ized by signal indicnatio Inm2 sicnals
ceunancy, as the trocks e rnot provided
entered tne
not con-
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tanco, vard entine
int wviers thc mover
ns. There is ac de te rvle or
instruction wnicn nDrescribeces thc manner in whi moy emern

may be made on tracks designated as rnnin tracks. Flag protec-
Ttion 1s not requirzd unlece a rovemernt is stormed b sn obstruc-
tion c¢r as a result ¢ on 3001ucn+. Zmoloyeass involwvced end
offlciels ¢id not nav 2 commor understornfing of what constitu’
an obstruction. Sonc th vsrt thrt o movencnt stopped on a malr
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track constitutes an obstruction, while otners thougnt a main
track must be blocked as a result of an accident before flag
protection is required. The trainmaster and taese employees
seld tnet wken a mzin track is occupled it is customary to in-
form crews of following movements of sucin condition. The em-
ployees said i1f tney are not instructed that a main track 1is
occupled by a preceding movement they assume that the track is
clear. However, without receiving informaticn about a movement
on the main track, tney have occasionally found such movement
ori the track over which their train had authority tc operate.
The dispatcher sald tha®t he dces not in eacn instance instruct
crews of followlng movements that the track is occupied. 1In
the instant case, no member of the crew of yard encine 6€ was
instructed by either the disvatcner or the towerman at Elba
Tower tn-t the eastward main track was occupied by yard engine
175.

There was no rule tnat dcfinitely required the crew of tre
preceding movement to furnisnh rear-end protection, and there
was no rule tnat definitely required anyone to inform the crew
of tne following movement about the existence of the first move-
ment. From this it is evident that the movements were not
properly safeguarded.

m

Lauge

It is found that this accident was caused by failure %o
provide adequate safeguards for movenents involved.

Recommendation

It is recommended tnzt the lMononganela Connecting Railroad
Company provide adequate sofeguards for tae operation of move-
ments on its line.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this fourteentn
day of Junc, 1946.

By tnc Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. ZARTEL

]

(SEAL)
Secretary.



