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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind orf accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
En/ine numbers:

Consict:

Teatner:
Time:
Casuvalties:

CavLse:

Recommendation:

SUMMARY

Misggourl Pacific
April 21, 1943

Sageeyan, Okla.

Head-end collision

Pesegenger

Txtra 5511 Vortn

Timetable and train

Freignt

191

2305

12 care, ceboose
30 m. p. Q.

orders

Single; 1905' curve; level

About 4:56 p. m.

3 killec; 125 injured

Accicdent caused by Tallure to

cber a meet order

That tne !lissouri Pacific Reillroad
Company instell en adequate block
gystem on tne line on wnilcn tnig ‘

\

accldent occurred



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

TNVESTIGATICYN N0. 2695

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDTNT INVSSTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REFPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Accicent near Sageeysn, Okle., on April 21, 12435, caused
oy failure to obey s meet order.

1
REPCRT OF THT COUIIISSION

PATTERSON, Comniesioner:

On April 21, 194&, there vas a nead-end collision be-
tween o passenger btrair and a freignt train on the Missouri

.

Pacific Rallroad near Segeeyan, Okla., wnichn resulted in the

ceatn of & employees, and thae injury of 119 passengers and

& employees.

linder rutnority of section 17 (2) of the Interctate Com-

merce Act tie above-entitled proceeding was referred by

Cne

Commicsicn %o Commissioner Peatterson Tor considerstion and

disposition.
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o Coffeyville Yard, Kans.
1
|

li 22.64 mi.
'0 Nowata, Okla.

18,08 mi.
Qologah
! 5.37 mi.
T Point of accident
1.74 mi,
Sagcee yah
L,66 mi.
Claremore Tower
28,85 mi.
Vagoner

84.20 mi,
Van Buren Yard, Ark.

|

1.9393 't
--------- XP.C
North , ¥ :
siding-switch X o
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54 : Inv. No. 2695
[3'?;7 ffissouri P.caific R-ilroad
Hj ‘ S pecyah, Okla.
%Ej _______ Yoo Aoril 21, 1943



Location of Accldent and lietnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of tne Soutnern Xansas
and Central Divisiong designated as the Wagoner Subdivision and
extending between Coffeyville Yard, Kans., and Van Buren Yard,
Ark., 155.54 miles. In tne vicinity of the ooint of accident
tnis is @ single-track line over which tralns are overated by
timetavle and train orders. There i1s no block system 1n uce.
At Sageeyan a siding 3,603 feet in lengtn parallels tne maln
track on tne east. Thne nortn switch of thies siding is 781 fect
nortn of tne station. The accldent occurred on thne main track
et a point 1.59 miles nortn of the nortn siding-switcn. Ap-
proacalng from the sovtn tnere are, in successlon, a tangent
2.59 miles in length, o 1905! curve to tne right 1,303 feet,

a tangent 1,534 feet and a 1°05' curve to the left 855 feet

To tne point of accldent. Aporoacning from tne nortn there

is a tengzent 3,772 feet in length, winlch is followed by a 1°05!
curve to thne ripnt 634 feet to the point of accldent. At thne
point of accident the grade is level.

Operating rules read in vart as follows:
14. Engine Wnistle Signals.
lMote.- The slgnals prescribed are illus-

trated by "o" for snort sounds; "__ " for longer
sounds., % % %

e

Sound. Indication.

L

(n) ) A-~proacning meeting
or waiting points.
See Rule 8-90.

13. Communicating Signals.

Note.- Tne signels nreccrived are illus-
trated by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer

A2,

goundg, ¥ % %

Sounc. Tndication.

(1) A jproacrning meeting
or walting voints.
See ule S-C0.
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S-89 (a). S8 3 #

At tiroin order meeting polints, the trein
nolcin? trne main track must ston clear of the
switcn ueged by the trein to be met 1n going on
siding, unless the train to be met 1s clear of
the main vtrack and switch 1s pronerly lined.

5-20. On trains eguipped with communicating
signal system, the conductor must give signal

16 (1) to tue engineman after paseing tne last
gtctlion but not less thsn one mlle mreceding

% % % o point wnere by train order it is fto meet,
¥ % % gn onposing train. The enpglneman will
immediately reply with signal 14 %n). If tne
en_inemen falls to answer by slgnel 14 (n), the
corductor must take immedlate action to stop tne

A L
L& 1T

#® 3%

o
S

Snould engineman * # % fai1l to prevare to
gtod snort of fouling polnt, wnen required, tac
conductor rmust take immeciate action Tto stop Lne
'GI"EL.:L {ia

204, ¥ ¥ %

Tnglinemen and firemen and, when practicable,
forward trainmen must read traln orders, caeck
witn eacn otner and nave a definlte and »nrover
underetending of taneir requirements. Conductors
2ad, waen practicable, trainmen, must resd train
orders, cncck witn eacn other and nave a definite
and proper understanding of tneir reagulrements.

FORMS OF
TRAIY ORDERS.

2-A
Fixing Meeting Points for Opveocing Trains.
(1) % % %

No 5 Eng 58 meet Extra 95 nortn at B.

Ko
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Tralns receiving these orders will
rvn witn respect to eacrn otner to tne
decignated point and tnere meet in tae
manner prescribed by tne rules.

e-C

Giving Rigat Over An Opnosing Train.

¥ % s

(3) Txtra 77 nortn nhes rignt over No 97
Eng 75 F to A and vait 2t D until
10 20 a m * * %

* ¥ % The gecond named train
clear tne time sgpeclfied * ¥* ¥ not
tnan five minutes.

oo

M w

=
m ct

oo
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%

Tne maximum authorized speed for passenger trains is 55
miles per nour and for freignt trains, 50 miles per nour.

Description of Accident

Passenger Extra ©811 Norta, a nortn-bound passenger train,
consglsted of engine 8511, one exnress-refrigerator car, two
Pullman sleeping cars, one bagpage car and two Pullman tourist
cars, in tne order named. Tne first car wes of steel-under-
frame construction snd tne remainder were of all-steel congtruc-
tion. AT Wagoner, 33.51 miles soutn of Sageeyan, tne crew
received a clearance cord and copies of five traln orders, of
wnlcn onz was troin order No. 237 reading in part as follows:

Psgr Extra 6511 Vortn nas
rignt over No 191 Eng 2305

* % % Waponer to Coffeyville
Yard and wait ot % % % Oologan
until 3 &7 p m ® w3

Passgen_er Extra 6511 departed from Wagoner at 2:57 p. m., ac=-
cording to tne dlspatcher's record of movement of trains. At
Clereore Tower, 4.886 miles sovtn of Sageeyan and thne last
onen crfice, thne crew received a glearance card and coples of
train order Yo. 271 reeding in part as follows:

o 191 Eng 2305 !eet Psgr Extra
£511 Norin at Sageeyvan * * *

PR

.
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Passencer Extra 6511 denarted from Claremorc Tower at 4:43

p. m., passed tne nortn siding-switcn at Segesyan wnere it
wasg roquired to weit unless No. 191 was into clear, and wnile
moving at an estimeted speed of 80 miles ver nour it collided
witn Nc. 191 at a point 1.59 miles nortn of tine nortn siding-
switen.

Yo. 191, a southn-bound second-class freignt train, con-
sisted of engine 2305, 2 loaded and 10 empty cars and a caboose.
At Nowata, 25.19 miles nortn of Sageeyan, thne crew recelved a
clearsnce card and conies of six train orders, of wnich one was
train order No. 237. No. 191 denarted from Nowata at 12:58
p. m., according to the dispatcner's record of movement of
trains, 2 nours 44 minutes late. At Oologan, 7.11 miles north
of Sagecyan and tne last open office, the crew received a
clcarance card and conles of tnree train ordcrs, of wnicn one
was Trein order No. 271. Tnis train departed from Ooclogan at
4:4S5 p. @., 5 nours 33 minutes late, and wnilc moving at an
egtimated gpeed of 30 miles per nour it collided witn Passenger
Extre 6511 North.

Fron on engine moving in eilther direction, in tne vicinity
of tne point of accident, the view of a train approaching from
ne oppositc dirzction 1s restricted to a distance of about
1,400 frct, beceuse of vegetation adjacent to tac track and
track curvature.

Ige carfine of eacn train, tne first two cers of Passcnger
Lxtra 5211 end tne first, second end seventn cars of llo. 191
were Gemolisned. The third car of Passeager Extra 6511 was
derailed and sligntly Qamaged. Tne front truck of tne third
car of Mo. 121 wace derailed. Tne elgntn, tentn and eleventh
cars were gligntly dameged.

It wes clear at the time ol the accident, walcn occurred
about 4:56 p. m.

Tne employees killed were tne engineer anéd tne fireman
of Passenger Extra 6511, end tne firemen of i¥o. 191. The en-
ployees injured vere cne conductor, tinree brakemen and thne
englineer oif Yo. 191, and the front brakeman of Passenger
Extra 6511.

Yuring the 30-day oeriod preceding the day of tne acoider.
tne averane dally movement in tne vicinity of the noint of
accident was 20.3 Trains.
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Digcugsion

Tne rvles governing operation on this line provide that
et a meeting point the superior train must stop clear of the
switcn to be used by the train wnich is to enter the siding.
On passenger tralns equipped with a train air-signael tne con-
ductor must sound the meeting-point signal on tie train alr-
slgnal efter tne last station is passed obut not less tnan one
mile before tne meeting point is reacned. In acddition, tne
engineer must ecknowledge this signal by sounding thne proper
gignal on the engine wnistle. If the engineer falls to sound
tne proper signal, or fails to prepare to stop tne train snort
of tae fouling point, tne conductor must take immediste action
to stop the train. Eaginemen and trainmen must read all train
orders affecting tne movement of thelr trains and nave a defi-
nite and proper understending of the requirements of the orders.

Tne crew of each train neld coples of train order No. 237,
wnicn gave Passenger Extro 6511 Norta rignt over No. 191 Wagonerx
to Coifeyville Yard, and train order No. 271, wnicn establlsaed
Sageeyan as tne meeting noint between Passenger Extra 6511 and
No. 181. Pasgenger Extra 6511 was reculrsd to stop snort of
the foulin; point of the north siding-switch at Sageeysn unless
No. 1921 wvas into clear on the siding. Passenger Extra 6511
passed tne nortn siding-switch at Sageeyan and collided witn
No. 191 1.59 miles norvth of the switch.

Ag No. 191 was approacning the voint winere the collisicn
occurred tne speeG was about 35 miles per nour. Tne englnemen
and tae front brakeman were maintaining a lookout anead. Thelr
view of tne track anecad was restricted because of vegetation
and track curvature. Wnen the engine reacned a point about
1,400 feet nortn of the point wnere tne accident occurred tae
engineer saw the engine of Passenger Extra 6511 and immedlately
moved the brake valve to emergency position. The speed of lio.
121 wos about 30 miles per nour wnen the collision occurred.

About 10 minutes before the acclident occurred the enginemen,
tne front brokemen and thne flagman of Passenger Extra 6511 re-
celved conies of train order Neo. 271 from a frein-order delivery-
device as their traln passed Claremore Tower, 4.66 miles soutn
of Bageeyan. Tne front brakeman and tne flagman read the order
and undergtood tnat their train was required to stop clear of
tne Touling polnt of trne nortn siding-switcen unless Mo. 1G1 was
into clear on tue siding. The flagmen saild ne sounded the
meeting-point signal on thne train air-signel vnen nie trsin
wasg about 1-1/2 miles soutn of Segeeyan, and tne engine wnigtle-
signal was sounded 1in acknovleagment. As nis trailn was approachn-
ing tne siding tae gneed was about 50 mileg per nour. He saw a
train on tae siding, out wnz. uls trein pessed thne viecinity of
the aortn siding-switca he realized tnat tne train on tne
sidin” weg not No. 191. Tnen .ie became confused and ne took no
action to ston nis train. Tne front brakemesn caid tnat wnen ne
determined that No. 161 was notv on tne siding ne made an eflfort
to anply the brakes by opening tue conductor's valve, but tne
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collision occurrecd before ne had reacned tne locstion of the
valve. Tne conductor saild ne knew thot cooies of a traln order
nad been received at Claremorc Tower by the otner members of
nis crew, tut ne was engaged in verforming clerical duties and
did not read tne order nor nave knowledge of its requirements.
He was wroceedlng toward the rear cer of nies trein to confer
wita the flggman regarding the train order wnen the collision

occurred. The brakes nad been tested and nad functioned »Hroper-

ly en route, but thnere was no anplication of tne brakes in the
vicinity of SBageeyan prior to the collision. Tie overestor at
Claremore Tower sald ne saw a member of theé crew on tne engine
of Passenger Extra 8511 remove 2 copy of train order No. 271
from tne train-order delivery-device. Wny tne englnemen failed
to take action to stop tnelr train short of the fouling point
of the nortn giding-switch could not be determined, as both of
then were killed in tne accident.

Tn the territory wnere this accildent occurred, trains are
operated by timetable and train orders only. If an adequate
block gystem nad been in use on this line thnese trains would
not nave been permitted to occupy a block gimultaneously, and

tne eccident would not nave occurred. Tnis corrier nes an auto-

matlc block-cignal system 1n operation between Greenwood Jct.
and Wagoner, Okla., 77.82 miles. The nortnern end of tals sys-
tem is 53.51 mllee soutn of Sapeeyan.

Cauge

4

by failure to

Qu

Tt is found tnat tnis accident was cause
obey a meet order.

Recommendation

ourl Pacific Railroad

Tt 1s recommended that tne Miss
system on tne line on wnicn

Company install an adeauate block
1nls accident occurred.

Dated at Weenington, D. C., tnis nintn
cay of June, 1249,

By the Commigsion, Commissioner Patterson.

(SEAL)



