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-2 - Report "o. I6OR
FUMMARY ‘l|

Cctober &, 1955
Ml gsoury Pecifle
O'Yeal, Arx.
Collision

Track motor-car * Frelght traln
C-14

293
Dlesel-plectric
units 4339,
4237, and 43438
t 49 cars, caboose
£~12 m. », h. ' 45 m, », h,

T™metable and treln orders

Single; 2° curve, 0,03 percent
Cescending rrade southwrRrd

Cl=ar
1035 a, m,
1 kxilled

Fallure to provide acequate protectlon
for the movament of a track motor-
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT I'C., 3658

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDEI'T REZPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROCAD CCMPANY

Tovember 21, 1955

Accldent near O'Meal, Ark., on Cctober &, 1955, caused
by fallure to prcvide adecuate protection for the
movement of a track motor-car.

1
REZPORT OF THE COMMISSIOLN

CLARKE, Commlssioner:

Cn Cctober 6, 1955, there was a collision betwzen a
track motor-car and a freight traln on the MYlsggouri Pacific
Rallroad near C'I"eal, Ark., which resulted in the death of
one maintenance-of-vmy employee.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-~entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissloner Clarke for conatderation and
dlsposition.
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Location of Accident and fetrod of _psirtlon

Thrs eccicfent occcurred on that pert of the Jonlln and
"hrte River Dlvislons extendinc between Cotter and Tlaz,
Aric,, 122,72 miles. In the viginlty of thsz »oint of accl-
dent this is & sinele-tract lirzs over which trains éers
operatad by timetable and tralp-orders Ther- 1s ne bloe™
system in use, &t C'7-al, 22,61 miles sovth of Cotter, a
sl€ing Z,410 £r-t in length »arpl) ls the maln track on the
egt. The north svitch of thc siding is 3,918 fcet north
of thz stetlon shelter, The 2ccldeqt ~ccu ~r2d o the meln
track at a point 87Z f=~t north of the north siding—s-rltch,
rrom the north ther= are, 1n succrgsion, a 1°Z5' curve to
the left 774 fect 1n length, a tanrent 149 Feot, & 0°46!
curve to th~ Jeft BEQC feet, a tanernt 282 T-ct, and a 2°
curve tc the right 121 feet to the »olat of aceidcnt and
680 foo-t southward. At the woiat of eceidant the grade is
0.08 percent desconding southe-rd, '

A sct—o7f for track moter—cer
81de of the track at a point 8934 fce
sidling-sti teh.

& 18 located on ths ost
t north of th- north

his carrler!s rules for the oncratlon of treck motor—
cers rzed 1in part as follo-rs»

l44. Protcction againsgt Treins and Cthoe Cars,——
" (&) Care and Coutlon.--Ta the oporeticen of cars,
foren:n and othcrs must move at all timce vith carc and
caution n-cossary for sef-ty, cxmoetlng tralne ot any

tine rlthrut notico a1d prot cting +hoa n-ccssary, uslng

nrescribed g1pazle, COere must be cxorcls-d to eveo:id
c2llision mith treins ¥ ¥ ¥

kv

(e-1) Approx-mat: Train T1%ormotion,——
As oftcn 28 n-cossary for.nrn and otasr oo rators aof
cars stell, when wracticeble, s curc in riting,
Information ghorine tnc avnroximst: arrivel timc of
trains.

This infornetion is for usc in »nlenalng -ork 1in
grch way as to minimlz- dolavs to traffic, and not
#s avthority to cccun, th: mein trac. >21n track
may . occunkod by trzci cerg only by full commli-
ancc vita all ruvles,
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(c-2) Fosltive Train Informatlon.--In territory
suthorlz d by svoclal instructions issucd by Supcr-
- Intendeony, compl tz and dcfinlte Information w11l
be issued by Trein Dlspatcher for use of “alntenence
of ay *oremen in goinr to and retuvrning Trom wvork.

This posltlve information on troing 11111 e deslg-
nated by the symbol "PX" and -111 be numterec¢ con-—
secutively eaclh day beginning at midnight, * * #

The PX system of lssulng line-~ups 18 in effect in the
tersltory involwved,

The meximum authorlzed speeds vere 45 miles per hour
for the frelght traln and 20 miles »ar hour for the treck
10 tor-car.

Tescrintion of ALccident

Track mator—car T-12, counlef to 2 traller on whlch
hand tools were loaced, devarted north-tound from Bates—
ville, 12.55 miles south of C'Teal, about 730 2., 1. Thse
Track motor-car tas occupled by a section foreman and flve
gectionmen and vwg “cing owereted br the foreman, It vnre-
ceed ¢l to a woint apnroximately 1,33 mlles north of the
siding at C'eal, +here the track motor-car vas turned, It
then proce:dad southvwrd and =nter>d the sidine at C'l'eal
igre the traller vas removed from the tracl: and malntsnance
work was performed. About 10:30 a, m, the track motor-car,
moving in backward motion gnd occunled by the ssctlon Torce,
re-—entered the m2ln track ot the north siding-sw!tch, pro-
ccaded@ northrard, and was stomnmed at a peint apnroxlnaetely
S0C fezdt north of the swltech., It wre immedlatcly started
soutivard, and a few seconds letar, tvhile moving at a gnced
variously estlmated as from 5 to 12 mlle- por hour, 1t
wes strucit by o. 293 a% a molnt 672 f=zt north of the north
slding-gwltch.,

Jo. 227, o south-ovnd s:ccond-cless fr-izht trein,
co1slstzd of Zicsel-~lrefric unlts 42392, 4337, o~nd 4343,
counled in multiple-unit control, 492 cars, end a ceecso,
Thieg train éeperted from Guion, 13.44 miles north of C!'l'eol,
et ©:45 2. 1., 45 niaut 8 lete, enc vhilc moving At en
=stinatzl so ©d of 4& milcs »~r hour 1t struck thc mntor-csr,
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No. 293 stoppcf -1th the front nd of th= locomotlve
aprroximately 2,520 fect sovth of the polnt of accld:nt,
Apvurtcnances of th- front :nd bf the locomotlve worce
g8lichtly camagced, The track motor-car, which wes not
dcrailed, wes moved sovthwrrd te the peint at vhiech the
locomotive stoppod, It wae coisidorably danag-c.

The scetlon Torcman w-s x1llad.

The 1rcather vas clzar at the time of tho eccldont,
vhich occurrcd about 10 35 =, m.

Treck motor—-car C-12 is of the hclt-Arive typo ond is
perer-d by ¢ l-cvlindcor € to 13 horscrorrr cngling It has
four~whocl brakes vith motal broke shoes and 1s coulpaod
"ith a canvas windghicld at thz front ~nd. It w2lghs 870
pounds and has scating canaclty for o2icht ncrsens.

The Dilcesol-cl:ctric vnlts of Mo. 293 v-r of th. road-
gvitcher time

During tho 30-Ccay pcriod =»roezdine the day of the
sccldant the av.raze faily moveomont in the vieinity of the
pornt of pceldont wes 5,6 tralns.

M scussion

Tho investligeticn flscloscd that before l.aving
Batcsville on the Cay of the accid-nt th~ section forcmen
obteinsd from the for=man of an extra maintevuance force
information as to the time to north-bound trains Trere
exvepcted to wove over the territory. This information had
Deen o2teraed orelly from the operctor. The s-=cticon
foremnen dl¥ neot ob»teln a line-un of troaln novem-nts from
the operator or the train cisprtcher, The members of the
gsectioa Torce sald that the foreman d1¢ nect rention trein
mov=m-nts tc them until they rerz zbout to leave tne sicing
at C! =al, FHe then told them that they -ouvld set the
track motnr—cor off at the motor—cer set-off nerth of the
north sidiag-sgwitch and "orix -t thet ncint until o, 293
passed, but he did not tell ithen ~hat timne he expectel the
train to pass. o, 293 is dues to l=ave Guion a1t ¢ a., 1
and ¢'eal at ©+45 2, m. The Toreman ¢1¢ not use the
nertable telepone rrlth thlch the track moter—-cer -wes
eoulvned or 2ilther of two telenliones leceted adjecent to
the si1ding to obteln information as to the locetlon of 7o,
223. As the treck notor-car wes closely approeching the
antor—-cer set-off the cccuments sa'r “p. 293 enproaching at
a dlstrnece of sprproxaimately 200 fe=t, The foromsn immedistely
gstopned the cer and instructed the sectionmen to push the
cer spoutorard to stert it in the onpesite Cirection. The
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car started irmedistely. Four o7 thz s~ctlonmen boarded the

car, 2n¢ then varned the foremen and Jumped off when they

sarr that & collislen vould occur. A merter of the forcs .
estigated that the car ias movine at a spez2d of 5 miies per

hour vhen it weg struck by the locomotive,

The fla men of an axtra meintenance forcz which wag
verforming service scuth of the siding was in ths viecinlty
ol trke north siding-switch -Ten the track moter-car deparied
northward. He said that immedirtsly before 1t pasged out of
hig vlew c¢n the curve north of the sidinge he heard Jo. 2033
approachlng, and he made eon unsuccessful attemt to stirect
the atteation of members of the sectlon force, Apmarontly
becauge of & tind whilch was Flowine from the south and the
nolse of the ensine of the tract motcr—car membdcers of
the szetlon forece could nnt hosr the oooroachin~ train

4

before 1t come 1-to vier,

A8 To. £83 mag aphreschlng the ot -t vhere the eccli-
fent occurred the sneed ~asg acors 4f riles por heur, 2s
satimated by mu=mbzrs o7 tho crew, The eénelneren wers
malntainiags a le~<out ahead Trox thelir rosvcective positiovs
in the control compartment of the first Dleeel-eolcctric
uni t, the coafuctor +-s o1 the s-cord unlt, and® the Tront
brewaman and the grlng brakemon vere o1 the resr wnlt., The
flarmen weg in the caboose, The headliecht was 11zhted
brigrntly. The brakes of thls traln hod been trstod and had
Tonetionsd prooarly vhen uszd e1 route. The znzlneecr saild
that he had souvnded the pn=umatic hnrn at nclilnts where thoe
view ieg obscured ty curveg and that 1t -we belng sounddd
on the curve nortk of the noint ¢f accidant whan the Tiremen
sa2w the treck motoro—cer end cell:d £ varning, Ee inmoclately
mede an emcrgency auvwlleatlon of the orees, but the cellisleon
ccevrred bofore the spe~d of the traln was materlelly reducad.
Th=z firgman zgtirated thoat the tract motor-car 'rag moving at
a soeged of 11 or 12 mlles ror lwur when 1t --as strugk by
the locomotive.

In testg made a“tor the oc

tha*t becaLsece of track corvetur A vret-flon ad)acent tn

crdent cccur-ed 1t vme founa
2 on
the treck the sieht dlgternec Botyrecn guopegine movem nts 11
the imacdiste viciixty of th:z pailnt of accrdent was restrictad .
to a figtonce of aporoxicu-~tely 1,020 f-~ct.

Thc rules covzerning the oo ration c¢f trac: roter-c-rs
in tals Sorritory wrovide thot trola Cispeteh~rs will lssve
compl te sné d2fimite 1nTcrnrsion o1 tralas for vge of '
ralntensnco-gi—wy Iorcmon in cin~ teo and returnine from
1orz,  Line-unmg cotrteiniar thig nositive informotion are
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desionated Dy tne symbol "TM."  Tho rul-<s 2lso vrovide

that r#3 »7t-n as nce-asary foramen must, +hon nrectlceble,
securc 11 vwrltineg inforaction saowine the aprroximate
arrival tlme of {trains, This letter 1nformctlon is for

use oniy 1i vlanrinz vor% in suvuch o -7y s to minialze

del rs to trofilc,and ls not to be used ag zuvthorlty for

e trec: motocr—cor to ~couny the meln treck, ITIvcept when
noviag on the intormot:on contrined 1n o~ PX line-un yhen going
to or returning from -ork, the opsarotcrs of trac™ motor-cars
rre reovired to ~rpeet troins to rua ot any tlme and to
sretect toeir crrs vith the »rescrited clearls vhen
accesscory.  In tae iast-nt crse the sectlon foremrn dic

not obtoin ¢ PX line-un and rop-—ently obi-~ined no other
infermation cnacerning the movement of Mo, 283, ~nd fronm
1aformation obt-ined during this investipetlon 1t spnerrs
th-t he may hove ooerated hles trrek motor-cer in the scrme
monaer oin mreviovs ccerelons.

'n tkls 1line F{ line-urs rre lssued wy ths trein dls—
notcher ot ronromim-tely 730 ¢, 7. Geily =-cept Ssrturdrys,
Sundays, =nd holicders. “etvren 7 o, a. end 8 a, m, ench
ey the omerstor ot 2atesville is requlired te deliver treln
orierg o a ftroin at o polat ¢ consldorsbl~ dlgtrnoe From
tke stailon., Thers ig ~ treln dlsprteher's telenkone ~t
the polnt ¢t -hich the orders cre ¢sliv-r~d, ond il th:
onerster 1s o+ thls neint end 1ls not othoriige enmeoad
the 172 a2 P¥ liae-un le issued he mr'Zcg conmics. egn
conlcs rre mlec2d on o covrnt.r % th- si~"lon vher thy
rro ~volloblz: to cny trect motor—cor onIrotor tho A~sivres
onc., .o r-cord 1s Xent of tho =mle—reee who obtoln conl s,
Accordiang to the dison-terer's recsrd nf X line-ups issucd,
tho onurctor ot 20t gvill- ectnol ofzoed rec-int of only
niac of th-sc linr—ung frem 3ont-abcr 1, 155, tarough
~etober €, 1858, Tho repul-rly nscioncd anor-tor -t Bateg—

—d

i

oy
1
iy

|ﬂ [h)
¥

villc s~id thrt the sceilon forcan ~2d otncrs h 4 reauegtcd
Infora~tion zoncarnines troin movem hits from tim~ te tlme

but th.sc rcourgts hod not “cen fr ~v-nt, The co~crntor %e ps
no rocord of the line-vos which o rze lves s=nd delivers.

“hls oncrrtor ws on his voe-tion ot the tire of thc oceldznt.
ITn- op-rator vho g on duty s~1d thort he di? not copy thc

PX linc-up which s 1gsucd ot 7 20 ~, r, o¢n the d-y of the
reclcont ~néd th~t he d1¢ nat sc: or comtvnicrtc writh tas
s-ction for-mrn,
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During the p~st 10 yor~s th> Commisslon hrs 1nvestl-
In +hich

- ted 62 collisions, 1ncludlng the nrosont c-se,
invelvod., Thesoe recldonts resulted

teocz motor-crps vCr,
in the derth of 94 nirsons ~nd the inJury of 180 wnIrsons.
Cousn

celd it wrs exug. @ by T~ilar: to rrovide ofdrou~tc
» tr-e¢» motor-ceor,

T™is
the mov-g-nt of

nratrotion Tar
thls tronty-flrst

by

D-t.8 rt W-shin~ton, D, C.,
d -y of "sv.mber, 1255,

3y the Commlsslon, Zomrisslon-r Cl-r4a,

I74L) TARCLD 2. McelCY,
S-er-tory.



