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Location:

Kind of accident:

Treins invelved:
Train numbers:
Encine numbe—g:

Consists:

Estimated speeds:

Operaticn:

Track:

Meather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Missourl Pacific
Decenoer 2, 1946
McFaddin, Tex.

Rear-end collision

Frelzht : Passenzer
Second &0 12
52C7 1 6414
Auxiliary water : 1C care
car, 7L cars,
cahoose
Stending © 25 m., p. h.

Timetaktle and traln orders

Single; tangent; C.0R percent
asceniing crade northvard

Clear
243 p. m.
1 k1l1lled; 4 injured

Fallure t» provide adeauste protec-
tion fic~ nrec~éing train
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INTERSTATE COMMTRCE CCv¥ISSICHN

INVESTIGATICON NO. 3044

IN THE MATTZR CF VAKING ACCICENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THEZ ACCIDTNT RFPORTS ACT OF MaY 6, 1910,

MISSCURI PACIFIC RAILROAD CCMFANY

o

Decemrber 31, 140

Accident near Mc@addin, Tex., cn Decembher &, 124F, caused
by failure to prnvide edenuate nrotectinn for the
vreceding train.,

) 1
RWP“DT CF TEZ CCMMISSION

- 3

PATTZRSON, Cormissioasr.

Cn December £, 1946, there was a rear-end colliesion
between a freight train and a pascenger train on the Missouril
Paciflc Railroacd near I'cFaddin, Tex., wkich resulted in the
death of one emplnyee, anc¢ the Lngury of one person carried
under contrect and three emplovees.

lUnCer authority oI secuvinn 17 (<) of the Interstate Com-

merce Act the above-entitled proceedine wac referred by the
Comm.ssion to Commissioner Patterson for consiceration and
Cisposition.
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Ceeaen Prnint of accident

Vanderbilt,
20480 mi.
Blecomrington
9.90 mi,
McFaddin
1,69 mi.

Point of accident

2,01 mi.
Inari

19.70 mi.
Refumo

23,90 mi,
Sinton

43.70 m,

Kingsville Yard, Tex,

Inv. No. 3044
Missouri Pacific Railroad
YcFaddin, Tex.
Decenber 8, 1946
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Location of Accident and Method of Cveration

This acci“ent occurred on that part of the Kingesvil.e
Pivision extendine between Kingeville Yard and Vanderbilt,
Tex., 121.7 mil=s, a sincle-track line, over wvhich trains
“re oneravted by timetable and treia orders. Trere 1s no
tlock er7gtem in use., The accident oceurred 28.31 mileg north
of Xingsville Yard and 1.69 miles south of the station at
Yereciin,  From th= south tkere are, 1in succe=sion, a tanscent

24 feet in leneth, a 2°02'492" curve to the richt 2,107
feet and a tangent 1,471 feet to the point of accident and
£,798 feet northward, The grade 1s 0,08 percent ascending
nortiward.

Coerating rules read in vert s followa:

DEFINITIONS

=% %

Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepareé to stop
short of train, obstruction or enything thet
may require the speed of a train cr engine to De
reduced.

11, A train finding a fus<e borning on or
near its tracg must stop and =xtinguish the fusee.
lrain may tren procoed at restricted speed.

12, The exvplosion of twe torpedoes is a <signal
to proce=sd at restricted speed, * * ¥

35. The follnawine signals will be us=d by flacmen:

(A reda flee,
Dey sicnals (Tormedoes and
(Fusees.

<,
E
s
=
s
B

5-72 Trzins of the first clase are superior to
8 “re sccond, *

Fhe

* % NE
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86‘ 3 %
Outside of sutomet’'c block sirnal territory, un-

less otherwise provided, an inferior train must be )

n the cle=ar at the time a2 firet cliss train * * ¥ ’

in the same Girection is due to leave the next statlon

in the rear vrere time is shown; ¥ % *

L AR

91. Unless some form of block signal is used:

Trains in the same direction must keep not less
tran five minutes apart, except in closing up &t
#5ations.

9. When & train stops undsr circumstances in
which 1t may be overtaken by annther train, the
flagman must go back imrediately with flagman's
signals a suffici=nt distance to insure full »nro-
tection, placing two torpedoss, and when necessary,
in add-s TlOﬂ, dispmlaying lighted fuse

% % %%
FORVS OF
TRAIN CRDERS.
* % %

=1

Time Crders.

(1) Mo, 1 Bng 39 % % % wazit at
' until 9 59 & m
3% 4

R 10 28 a m

P

=tc.

The train, * ¥ % named, must not pass the desig-
nateé points, beiore the timeg civen. Cther trains
receiving trhe order ere required to run —ith respect
to trhe time specified at the designated voints, or '
any intsrredicte staticn vhere =chefule time is

arlier tran tre time specified in the order, g=
tefore recuir=d to run with respect to the schedule
time 07 the train * % ¥ ramed.

Q
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Ia thig territory the max:mum gutherized sreedk ars: 58
tileeg per hour for passenger traing and 2C mil~s p-» hour
for Ireight trains.

Descriotion of Accident

Ve 12 wait at

Sinton vnatil 1 20 p m

L U

Refuoio 2 02 oom

W% W

Inari 2 22 om

* o ¥ i
Fefumio and Inerd are, resvectively, 2&5.4 and 3.7 wilec soatn
of JcFaddin,

Sccocad 62, a north-boun® s=ceond-class freizbt trala, con-
slisted of encine 207, one sux.lispv 'atzr car, 75 cars aacd
a caboose. Al Sinfton the ecrew ~® Shapnd &0 recelved cop.os of
train orcer No. &2, anfl trie *rain Jepasteld at 10 £5 pn. 1.,
2 hours 21 minut-s la*e, departed from Retuzio, tre lac® oven
office, at 1:28 p. m., ¢ nours 20 Tinutes la“e, vasced Inary
about £:06 p. T, and stopped on *tre mein trac< atout 2:12 v. T.
ia complliance vithk sigrale siven 2y the flagnan 7 2 v.ecedling
train, with the roar end standine 1,€9 riles south of Ine
statin at Mcfaddin., Ab~ut &1 minutes later, the rear end cof

[

passenser traln, con-
wwer car, sne bag.age car,
ne mail-baccass car and
ne gecnné te the fourth
rame conctr.ction, and
~-ste2l conc tPWCLkOH
el Gd conies of trein ords
at 142 2. m,, &l Tmnots
‘20 ©v. m.,, *4 ainutes lare, ©va
- :

. north-tound firgt-
s1sved 3f 2

Ltwo exopr e
TLhree coac
cars, wnc ,
tlhe remainder of %tra cars
At Sinton trhe crew of

No. B2, ard this frain
decarted from Refug*o

Ineri about 242 v, .
of 28 mrles ver hour it coll

oo 12
e
s

3

The cabo and the rear *Free rcarve o7 Second &0 ~rere
demoliaked, 're faurth car abced of th= cabonse of Second €05
2nd the enzine 2nd *he rear vheels of ~Ye rear truck of fre
firet car ~f Na, 12 wepe dera led, The -n-in: of Vo, 12
stosped nn its left side, and was na’ly da-ared,


http://maii-bagra.ee

The firemsn of Wo. 12 tveg villed. Th= encincer, the
front brekemen and the flagmen of No, 12 v=re Injure

The weather wag clear 8t the time of the accident, which
occurred ebout ¢ 43 ». m, '

Durineg the 30-cay périod vreocedine ths cay of ths

accident, the averacs failv movement ia the vicinity of the

voint of accident wae 14,32 treias, 7

Discussion

Seconﬂ 8C, 2 north-bound second-class train, ston-ed

on the mein trac: about 2:12 p. 7 in compliance with sicnels

2
given by the flazman 2% & vreceding train, with the rear end
1.69 miles esnuth of the statiocn &t McFade ‘n. Several minutes
later an unsuccessful attenpt was made to sta.t Seconi &0,

Then the engine and tre fipret 20 cars were moved to the 51cwng

at ¥cFaldin, and the engine was returning to the remosizing
portion when the rear ~nd 5f thie rortion —as strucz o Yo.
12, a north-bouid f_rst-class train. Unler the precvisions of
train orcer No. f2, which recuired Fo. 12 to wait &t Ilaari,
2.7 wlles south of McFaddia, until 2:285 ©., m,, Second &C,
which vae 1nferior by clegs to Mo. 12, wes recuired to be
clear »f the main track at McgFaddin not later thaa 2:25 p. n.
cr to prov:0e fleg protection against No. 12, Th= employers
concerned understood these provisions.

No, 12 was movina at 2 gpe=d of atout €5 niles v-sr rour,
in territory WFA“~ the mexicum speed for trhis trein was €5
miles per hour, wren the engineer sav stop signals being
given with a rcd “lag about £CJ feet distant, end the caboose

of the preceding train about 200 feet north of tre point where

tke sicnals were beinc given, The engine~r immedietely mnoved
the breke valve 10 emergency poceition, tut wae vnable to
ston the ftrein in time tc prevent trhe collision. The fireran
ct No, 12 wae kxilled. Thke ~necineer said that no flazeging
sional vas seen or heaed in this vicinlty nrior to the time
he first obsrrved the signale given with the red trlag. The
brax~g of this trein had beren tested and had functionszd
proverly en route.

Wnen the accident occurred the sneinemen of Second €0
and the front brakeran were on the eneine, and th= conductor
wes about midray of tre trairn. These emcloyess thought the
flagman was prov & ag nrotsctinon for the rear end of their
train. The flacman said that soon aiter hig train stovped he
preceeded sovtrward and rad reacted @ peint which ke thought
vaa about 2,400 foet aouth of his cabnose when he saw No, 12
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approaching sgbout 1,200 Teet dlstent. Fe immelistely gave
stop signcls with o red flag and continued to give stop
signals until tke enzine of No, 12 passed him., He thouzht
he had reached tre meximunr Dosh*blﬁ disvance to the rzar of
his tra:n Curing the time avei.ctle.

Becauece of vezetation on the inficde of the curve
1anecdiately scuth of the po nt where the accident occurred,
the view of tre track shesd from the engcine of a north bound
train 1s materially restricted,

In this terr tmrv trains are operatel by “imetazle and
train orders only. The oualy provbbwon Tor epeccing Tollowiag
Treéins 1e¢ by the +¢me interval methof enforced 2y onerators
8t onen s*taliong, end dy fleeran's sicnelcs "Fe rul~s re culre
thet a follewing trzin rtust be gpeced 217 least & minutes behin
a ovrec=2Cing train. In trie cecee the precedine train ﬁeparted
from Refuziec, 22.71 mil=s csovth of the voint where the accident
occurred, &% ~inutegs be ore tre follawinge %rain derarted fron
that szat:on. The coll:einon occurred betore tre ftrainos
reecied Bloomiaoton, tho next or-en office, 11.59 ailes north
of the print o7 acc dent. TF £n efeauate vlrck system had
been in uvse in this territory, the crew of fire fol o ing train
woull have received definite information that tre preceding
T ain was occurvine the main track ia the sene block.

Yo recommen’atinn is made here coacerning additional
nrotection for overation of trains at tre max*mur cuthorized
speeC dicclnsed in thie investi-ctirn, Yeceuse there is aonw
pending before t“e Conmicgion Cocmet To. 2654Z, which ig e
investication instltuted May 20, 1€4€, »y the Commiesi~n on its
ovn @mot on, ta determine wpathpr it is necesczry, in the
public interest, to rsquire any commen cerrisr by reilrcad to
install blocxz sivnel gyster, lnfﬂrlﬂcAlnﬁ avtomatic train
stop, treis control and/~r cob s3Tnel ﬂeV1 ces, and/or o“rer
siriler alelance:, Telrods anc svglems 1nfeﬂéad to orcuante
satety of reilroad oneration, uron the vhole or &ny cart of
ris rallroed on vn g oaay treon is ooerated 2t a spred or 20
cr more miles per hcour.

cayse

It 1s founi that tris cceident wae caused by fellure to
provide edeguate protsciion “cr the vpreceding train.

ceted at Wachiizrten, D, C., trig thirtyv-firet
dey of December 1940.

2y the Commiegsion, Commissioner Patterson.

Secrestary.
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