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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:
Estimated speed:

Cperation:

Track:

Weatnher:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Missouri Pacific
May 10, 1944
Marquand, lo,

Rear-end collision

Freignt : Freignt
Extra 153 Nortn : Extra 18 North
153-9 : 18-4

45 cars, caboose : 39 cars, 2 cabooses
Standing : 15 m. p. h.

Timetabkle and train orders;
yvard limits

Single; tangent; 0.20 percent
ascending grade northward

Clear

3144 p. m.

1 killed; 4 injured

Failure properly to control

speed of following train
moving within yard limits ‘



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2798

I" THE HATTER OF IMAKING ACCIDENT IMVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDE= THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE TIISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Accident at Marquand, llo., on May 10, 1944, caused by

failure nroperly toc control the speed of the Tol-
lovring train moving within yard limits.

.

. 1
REPORT CF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSCKN, Cnairman:

On liay 10, 1844, thnere wes a rear-end collision be-
tween Tvo freignt trains on tne ilissouri Pacific Railrocad
at ilarquand, 'lo., wnich resulted in the deatn of one
employee and tne injury cof four employees.

ltnder atthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commission to Cnairmen Fattercon for consideration and dis-
position.
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Direction of trains

1,107 ft. 4

< To Cuerleston

Iav. 0. 2756
Pdissouri Pacific Railroad
Tarcuand, 0.

Tay 10, 1944,




Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that »art of tne Missouri Divi-
gion Cesignated as tne Belmont Subdivision and exteading
nortnrard from Cnarleston to Bismarck, 'lo., 102.93 miles. This
wag o sinzle-track line over wnich trains were operated by
timetable and trein orders. Tnere was no plock system in use
Tne accident occvrred witnin yard 1limits on tne main track at
arquand, 50.26 miles nortn of Chnarleston, at a point 2,046
feet soutn of tne station and 241 feet north of tne souta yard-
limit sizn. From the soutn there were, in succession, a tangent
07 feet in length, a 20271 curve to tne left 820 feet, a
nt 544 fest, g 3° curve to the right 645 feet and e tangent
et to the point of accident and 2 coneifershle Sistance

Tne grede for northn-vound trains varied between 1.5C
nt and 0.11 percent descending 3,000 Teet, tnen 1t was,
cessively, 0.18 percent ascenélnt 500 feet, 0.20 percent

ding th feet, 0.8C percent ascending 700 feet, 0.30
percent ascending 500 feet, (.40 percent ascending 400 feet
end ©.20 percent ascending 155 feet to the point of accident
and a consicderagble distance hejyonad.
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DEFIFITICYS.

Restricted Sweed.--Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anything that
rnay reduire tne speed of a train or engine to be
reduced.

Overating rules read in part as Tollows:

Uitpin yard limits tne mein track may be
uged without »rotecting against second and in-
ferior class, extra trains and engines.

Second and inferior cless, extra trains
and engines must move within yard linits at re-
strizted speed.

Trhe maximum authorized svneed for freignt treins was 30
miles ver hnour.
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Descrintion of Accident

Extra 153 Yorth, a nortn-bound freight train, consisted
of engines 155 and 9, 45 cers and a caboose, in the orcer ‘

named. Thnls train stodped on the main track at Marcuand at
5:13 p. m., with the rear end standing 241 feet nortn of tae
gouth yard-limit sign. About 31 minutes later the rear end
was struck by Extra 18 llorth.

Dxtra 18 Northn, a nortn-bound freignt train, consisted
of engines 18 and 4, 392 cars and 2 cebooses, in the order
nemed. 'nile this train was moving at an estimated speed of
15 miles per nour it struck tne rear end of Extra 153 Forth.

Ine cabooee and the rear car of Extra 153 Vortn were
demolisned. The engines and seven cars of Extra 18 lNorth were
derailed and damaged.

Fromn the rignt side cf a nortn-bound engine tne view of
tne point waere tqe accldent occurred was materielly restricted,
becavse of an emDa nkrnent and vegetation adjacent to tne track
and track curvatur

It was clear at the time of the accident, wnich occurred
a2t c:144 n. m.

The fireman of thne second engine of Extra 18 Nortn was
killed. The ensineer and the firenan of tne first engine, the
encgineer of trne second engine, and the front brakeman of Zxira
18 Yorgn were injured.

Discussion

The rules of this carrier governing overation witnin yard
limits onrovide tnet all trains except first-class trains must
be operated prepared to ston snort of a train or an obsiruction,
and all tne surviving employees concerned: so understood.

About 31 minutes after Extra 153 Nortn stopned at Marquand
tne rear end was struck by Extra 18 Nortkh, about 240 feet north
of tne soutn yard-limit sign.

As Extra 18 Norta was avvroacning llarquand the speed was
about 30 miles per nour. The train air-brake system was in
tne cnarge of the engineer of the first engine. Tne breakes
nad been tested and functioned vroperly en route. The front
brekeman, wno was on the first engine, and the enginemen of
eacn engine were maintaining a lookout anead. Wnen tne first
engine was about 4,000 feet soutn of tne south yard-limit sign,
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the engineer made a 7-pound brake-pipe reduction. [I'rom this
point nortnward the view of the track anead was materially re-
stricted vecause of embankments and vegetation adjac:i:nt to the
track and track curvature. Wnen the first engine wa:t in the
vicinity of the soutn yard-limit sign the speed was about 25
miles per novr, and the engineer made an additional 7--pound
brake-nine reduction. Immediately afterward tne emplcyees on
eacn engine saw tne caboose of the preceding train. Tie en-
gineer of thne first engine immediately moved the dbrake valve
to emergency position. The speed of Extra 18 MNorth was about
15 miles per nour wnen tne collision occurred.

The engineer of the first engine of Extra 18 overated
engine 18 as tne second engine of a south-~-bound train over
tnis territory on tne day the accident occurred. Prior to
tnat trip, ne nad not opersted an engine over tnis territory
during the previous 12 years. He said that prior to making
the trip involved ne informed the trainmaster ne wss not
faniliar witn the territory, but the trainmaster instructed
nim to proceed. Horever, the engineer knew tne locations of
yard limits on this subdivision.

Cause
It is found tnat this snccident was caused by failure
properly to control the speed of thne following train moving
witnin yard limits.

Dated at Yashington, D. C., tnis seventh
day of June, 1944.

By tne Commission, Cnairman Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
Secretary.



