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INTERSTATE CO^SRCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CON
CERTING AN ACCIDENT Til0*1 OCCURRED ON THE MISSOURI 
PACIFIC RAILROAD NEA* IIALVERJ, ART., ON APRIL 9,1932. 

May 11, 1932. 

To the Commission: 

On April 9, 193?, there was a derailment of a 
freight train on the Missouri Pacific Railroad near 
Malvern, Ark,, which resulted in the death of four 
trespassers. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on the Little Rock District 
of the Arkansas Division, which extends "between North 
Little Rock and Texarkana., Ark., a distance of 143.05 
miles; in the vicinity of tne point of accident this is 
a single-track line over which drains are operated by 
time-table, t r a m orders, and an automatic block-signal 
system, The point of accident was wit.vm tne yard limits 
of Malvern, 3,844 feet north cf the station; approaching 
this point from the north, the track is tan-rent for more 
than 1 mile, with a descending nrade of 0.35 per cent at 
the point of derailment. The"track is laid with 90-pound 
rails, 33 feet in lengtn, averaging 30 treated hardwood 
ties to the rail-lengrh, practically nil of which are 
tie-plated, and is single-spiked and ballasted with 
washed gravel to a depth of approximately 10 inches; the 
track is well maintained. The maxinum speed permitted 
for freight trams is 43 miles per hour. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 4.45 P . m. 

Description 

Southbound freignt tram No. 67 consisted of 71 cars 
and a caboose, *ith an auxiliary water H I next to the 
engine, and v.as hauled by onelne 1539, in charge of 
Conductor McDonald and Engmeman Stewart. Tn* s train 
departed from Worth Little Rock at 3.30 <o, ru, three hours 
late, and was derailed near Malvfin, 44.54 miles south o f 
North Little Rock, while traveling st a speed estimated 
by the crew to have been b e t w e 3 i 35 and 40 miles per hour* 

The locomotive -r„* fTFt 13 cars were not derailed 
and came to rest witi r_ie thirteenth car 2,6°7 feet south;* 
of the point of accident* The fourteenth car was oarti-
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ally derailed and stopped ?bout- 500 feet south of the 
pol&t of,accident r while the fifteenth t& the thirty-
first ^ars^ inclusive, we.ro 4erailed and oiled up 
within a. s-caee of approximately .225 feet. The iovx 
trespassers killed w--re riding G2> tae fifteenth cftr. 

Sumnary of eviden.ee 

Engineman Stewart stated that a test of the air 
brakes was made hy the ca~ inspectors before leaving 
North Little Hock and he was Informed all brakes were 
operating; he also applied the train brakes and ©jtme 
to a stop on leaving the yard, and there Was no- indica
tion of any defective brakes, T^f next application wgg 
made to reduce the s^ced of tae' train at Hot Springs 
Junctionj this application wa@ released wnile amoving at 
a speed of about rcil3s.a$r -loiar and the brakes-func
tioned properly at tnat ^lma. A 9-pound reduction was 
made when approaching Malvern, at a speed of 35 to 38 
miles per hour, and a few seconds after the brake-cine 
efhaust had ceased blowing he felt a slight jerk tn the 
tr&in, and tne brakes applied in e^ergeney, and as he 
looked o&ck ne saw the cars being derailed. He stated 
that the undesirsd emergency indicated to h%m that the 
train had parted, and that tne jerk he felt might have 
been caused by a quic^-action triple, although it felt 
as it often does wnen handling a train composed of 
loaded and empty cars, i,Tith the slack running in and out* 
On going back to the wreckage he found the coupler missing 
from the rear end of the thirteenth c-ar and saw a coupler 
with a broken yoke lyj "ig in the ceiter of the track, north 
Of tha fourteenth car; t^e fracture appeared to he new 
and clean t a.̂ d he fouid uotninr about tn© train that 
might have caused the couwler A o come out. After the 
derailment tha ronr portion of the t r a m w^s hauled back 
to Gifford, 4.10 "">ilee from Ifolvern, and when he was able 
to get his engine oy tie derailed oars Sn^inftraen Stewart 
proceeded to,that point and made several tasts of that 
oortiOTj of the tr«*n, in the presence of officials of 
the c0J3^eafj in an eT-deavor to locate a reported §uick-
aotion tritjle, but to no avail, *tAd after these taste 
t .rl s portion of the train was returned to .Xialveasn, the 
brakes functioning properly. At ifalvsm the two r>ortions 
of th£ train were loinad together -and taVe/n to Texarkann, 
and a<?%in there wai no indication o^ m defective triple, 
although the brakes were used sevor&l tunes. Fireman 
Evan&* statements corroborated thase naf Sjigfnemgav, Stewart, 
whfla Head Bralxeraan Dillon brought nothing further 
of importance. 

Conductor McDonald stated no staps wer$ nade 
be tree*! North Little Rock and the noint of accident, but 
that the "brakes functioned properly rne*i used to reduce 
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Oar Inspectors IteSutt and Lewter stated they made 
the required air-brake test on train No. 67 before it 
departed *"rom North Little Rook and found all brakes 
operating. 

Section Foreman Heath stated that he asf^t*** at 
the scene of the accident about 5,45 P * and mate an 
examination to ascertain the caufte of the aeeidanfj he 
found various marks on the ties w-.ich he thought were 
paused by something that had fallen from the train to 
the center of the track, and a^ter finding the det ched 
drawbar lying on the track, he decided that was what 
had made the "narks and caused the derailment. 

General Gar Inspector Dysart stated that his in
spection of tne drawbar and orolcen yoke disclosed that 
the brea.k was new, as no flaws were found in the »etal, 
and he thought the yoke nad been broken by a severe jerk; 
he did not know whether this jerk was caur?ei by s defec
tive triple valve but !t his opinion that if a 
triple valve had caused the creak H ^ould have to be 
located toward the rear of the trnin. He al'-o stated 
that he was present at a series a* tests at Si f ford 
trying to locrte a defective triple, out that no un-
de^ired emergency '-as obtained m th?so tests or In a 
runnug test male \be,n leaving Gilford. 

The first nar^ in the vicinity of the sccide.it was 
on the top of a tie near the center, 301 fept south of 
mfle post 338; t nf mar1: was about 10 inohe3 ride and 
Indicated that tie tie lad been struck by some heavy 
object. The next mark was 3S feet south o* this point 
and also wis on a tie, just inside the lef rail; this 
vrjs a li3h.t mark } as woa also tho ca<=e vita carles found 
on three~otier ties farther t V soatn. The first 
mark of a vheel consisted of a flaneh1 ^ark on the inside 
of the east rail and the oat side of the n-egt rail, 87 
feet south of the fir»t tie " i v T k ; taese nark*: led to the 
left for a distance of 14 feet, and fro" then on the 
track was* torn out for a distance of 361 feet. The 
coupler which had nulled oat of the rear of the thirteenth 
csr ~mo found in an uprifnt position bet1.sen the rails 
401 foct south of the -first marcd tie, ^nile the hack 
end cf the couoler yoce wag found approximately opposite 
the firet oiarked tie. This coupler ca^e fro - Tab-ash 
box 731S9; this oar had arrived 1 1 t 10 yard ot North 
Little Rock on the aftjrnoon of t^e accident and depart
ed in train No. 67 aoout 55 minutes afterward?, no 
exceptions navmg been taken or repairs made. The 
coupler involved r a s a type D A.RA coupler with Cardwell 
draft gear, Tn; jo , r 3 V R F ^ro^on at the bac<< end where 
bent to for" th - top cotton straps; the oreak xr*a 
nevr, witn no fl^-a vi^i^le, and the springs, spring rods, 
and other parts of tho draft £ear appeared to be in 
good condition. 
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