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Octcber 7, 1936

To the Commlission

On September 8, 19ub, there wes o dercilment of = pcssenger
trein on the Missouri Pacific Railro-d ct iMcbelvzle, Ark., as
a result of striking z2n automobile, tnis accident resulting
in the dezta of 1 tresprsser and the injury of 17 passcngers
tnd 2 umployecd,.

Location ¢nd method of operstion

This eccldent occurrcd on tne Laittle Rock District of the
Arkeinses Divicion wualen extenas botwecen North Little Rock cnd
Texarkana, ATk., o distence of 146.9% miles, in the vicinity of
the point of accident tnls is ¢ double-trock line over which
treins ecre oper-tcecd by timetrble, troin order cnd an cutometle
block-sicnal system. The accident occurred ¢t o point 19 feet
north of thv Maan Strect croseing ¢t Mobelvale. Anproaching
ti1s paint from the south the truck 1s trng.nt for a distocnce
of zpprroximately 1 milce, this tangeut cxtending for some dilis-
tonce beyond. The grade for norti-bound troins is level for o
dictcnec of 1,000 Teet, 0,112 percont ascending for a distance
of 5C0 feet wnd then level for o distonce of 3C0 feet to the
peint of ze¢cident. A whistle boord 1is loceted 1,318 feet south
of the crossing .nd the mecximum suthoraized speed for passengor
trains in tais vieinity i1s 70 miles per hour. A troiling-polint
switch located 317 feet north of the crossing lecds to u spur
treck, 278 fuet 1n length, wiaien parallcels the north-bound trock
on the cest,

First Street perellels the trucks on the sast and inter-
secets lain Streoet .t < point 149 feet frow the crossing. Lain
Street, which 1s - gravel ro.c cpproxiuactely 25 feet in width,
crossss the trocks ot right anglss. At the cressing the gravel
1s 1«14 on nn ¢spaclt base, with tis exceptlion that the north-
bound trecx is planked., The crogsing is i1in geood conditron
end 1s practleelly lcvel, slthough there is ¢ descent of obout
4 i1nches between the north-bound .nd the south-bounds trecks.
Tae crossing 1s protected by ¢ standerd crossing sign ol the
cross-bar type, lcceted .t the northeast corner of the crossing
«nd bearing the words "RATIROAD CROSSING". The draiver of =
vehiele approeching from the ecst hes an unnbstructed view of
this sign.

The weother was clecr ncé 1t waes doirk ot the time of the
accident, waich occurred about 12 25 2.m.
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Dzecerintion

Train No. 22, @& north-bound nossenger trelin, coensisted of
1 mcil end express cer, 1 baggcge ccr, 2 cooches, 1 chsir cer,
3 Pullmen sleeping cers, 1 dining ccr, and 1 Pullman slceplng
cer 1n the order nemed, ©ll of steel construction, and hauled

by engine 6615, and was in ch.rge of Conductor Reescr and

Engineman ¥eaney, This train passced Hot Springs Junction,
13.28 miles scuth of Mabelvale, and the last open office, at
12;C8 ..m., according to the train checst, 33 minutcs late,
znd cn passing tarough Mebelvsle struck on automobile stend-
ing on the track nezr the Moin Street crossing while travel-
1ing et o speed estinct.d te hove been between 55 and 70 milcs
per nour.

The eutomobile involved was o Plymouth, 4-dcor sedan,
1935 model, owned ond driven by H. H. Boyd, who lives near
Mabelvale. Iv had been procccding scuthward on first Street,
turned to the right onto Meln Strect and then turned off the
highway at an angle end procecded onto the tracks at a point
19 feet north of the crossinz, stopping with the front wheels
exalnst the wiest rail of the ncrth-bound track end the rear
wneels close to the snoulder, where it was standing when struck
Dy Train No. 22,

The sutcmobile was cerried on the pllot beem of the
engine, the engins becoming derailed when some part of the
sutcmoblle came in contoet with the filloer bloek of the switch
frog located cpproxzim-tely 282 fact beyond, the engine stopped
in a badly dameged conditicn, cn its left side diagonally across
the south-bound troack, with ite front .nd 1,027 feel beyond
the point of collision. Thc .wtomobile was demelished, with
the body hanging from the 1. .¢ 72ir of wheels of the engine
truck. The tender end fairst five cers were derailled, stopping
in zigzag positions across both main trocks; the next three
cars were olso dorniled but remcincd in genersl line with the
trauck. The leost twe cars were not derailed or damaged. The
employees injured werc the engineman ond firemen,

Sunmary cf evidence

Englneman Kemney, of Trein No. 28, statec thot on ap-
proocaing Mabelvale he gounded the crossing whistle signel,
file engine bell was ringing, the heedlight was burninz and he
wos opureting the troin ot a speed of obout 60 miles per hour.
When about 50 fect from the crussing he saw a man on the track
at the ecdge of the crossing viclently waving o hat or newspaper,
and he sew en automcbile beyond the crossing with i1ts front
wheels between the rails. He immediately applied the air brakes
1n emergency cnd the collision followed. He stated that the
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cause his automobile to becone scniled, tut he had been having
uotor treuble for som: tim=, he h.d had sesverel mechanics work-
1ng on the car, put they had been unable to locate the trouble,
1ir. Royd was positive he did nct drive his car on the treck
nortn of the crossing, but thet 1t stopped on the crossing;

ne was unable to explain, however, why he and MNr. Strayer were
unable to push the car off the crossing excapt to say that he
mlght heve left it in gear, he d1d not think the brakes were
lef't epplied, and seid that the hesd8lights on hls cer were in
good condition, Iir. goyd further steted that he was familiar
With the crossing and was sober nt the time of the gccident and
thet he had not hod any intoxicating liguor that day nor had he
been 1n any of the beer perlors in that vicinity. He also
stated that he dald not telk with any member of the crew after
the accident, just as soon rs tne derailment occurred he walked
back to the picnic grounds cnd was tnen driven to his home.

H. C. Straysr, a resident of Mebelvele, ststed that the
Plcnic wes held nbout 3 blocks northeast of the tracks and
he was on his way hom. from the nicnic when he ssw the auto-
robile stalled on the crossing he.ded west with the hendlights
burning, ena the driver was trying to push i1t off. He tried to
heip him, but they were unable to move it, and he then saw
the approaching traln .né i1mmedintely started down the track,
flzgging with his hat .nd he reached a point zboubt 150 feet
south of the crossing. He did not hear the engineman answer
hisg signals nor did he hear the enginemen sound the crossing
whistle, and he did not know whether or not the engine bell was
ringing, although he steted thst, due to his excitement, he
may not have heard them even if they were sounded. Mr. Strayer
Stated that he did aot see uny li.hts wzround the crossing that
mignt heve blinded the driver of o sutowoblle approaching the
¢rossinz, and he was unabl. ©o s.y whether or not the driver
of the car hed been drinking,. H. vas not acguainted with him.

J. A. Crandall, who resides ocu the west side of the tracks
about opposite t.e polnt of zccident, stated that when he went
out on his porch he saw an eutonobile stslled on the track
about 25 or 30 feet north of the crossing. Some boys had
stopped tnelr automobile west of the tracks with the headlights
shining toward the crossing, and the stslled asutomobile was
north ol the crossing sign with but one headlight burning. He
heard the motor running, neard the wheels spinning, and sbout
thet time saw the reflection of the headlight of the train.

He did not know how long the sutomobile had been stalled, but
1t was not therc when he came howe about 30 minutes previously.
e saw tlr. Strayer walk southward across the crossing and flag
the trein when 1t wis about £0 feet south of the crossing, and
he heard the reguler crossing whistle signel as the train ap-
proached. Mr. Crandall stated thset after the accident he saw
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north of these marks and 1t wus a~proximctely the width of the
trecd of tas rutomobils tire. Similar merks were zlso found
slightly north of, and 1n line with, these maerks on the gauge
s1de of the west ruailse Heavy sbrasions wer. Tound on the ties
butween the rails approximetely @ feet north thorcof, and con-
tinuzd for a distegnee of 273 Tect to the point whore the cnzaine
.ncountered the trailing poaint switeh loerding to o spur track.
Inspzcticn ol tne crossing snd tne track south therecf did

net reveal any murks indlcuting thrt there hed bsen znytning
draczing between or outside of the reils,.

Subsequent to the accident o twenty-four hour check of
troffic was nade ot thie erossing ~nd it was found that a total
of 287 nctor vealcles prssza over this erossing during that
time,

Tiere 1s now & cn'nge und.r considcration involving the
re-location of tuis crossing, which when completcd, will move
the crossing 114 Tect south of its present loestion. The change,
however, will not climincte the turns necessary 10 pass over
the crossing.

Discussion

The evidencs 1ndicctes that the driver of the automebaic,
on mcking tne turn to the right Trom First Street onto Main
Strect, apporently continucé on toward the raght, leaving the
highwoy at o point sbout 4o lest from the trecks and continuing
In 2 sligatly diegonal dircvction until the front wheels had
pessed cver the ecst rall of tne nortu-bound track where the
car beceme stalled. The driver mede scveral attempts to get
the car off the treck and wes ssi1gt.d by a pesscerby who, on
secllgz the approachim. troin, ~ttewdited to flag 1t but had pro-
ceedued only a short distonec gouth of the crossing when the
engine passed him, The e.agineaan sounded the crossing whistle
c1gnal and ne saw the man flogging when sbout 50 feet from the
crossing and he had mwerely time to apply the brakes in emergency
before the collision occurred.

M =

The driver of the automobile stated that he had not been
drinking that evening cnd the steteanents of several of the
witnesses who talked with [r. 3oyd at the time of the accldent,
were to the effeet thet he was sober and there was no evidence
of his having been drinking. One witness, however, stated that
he sow [r. Boyd arinking beer sbout 11 p.m. that evening. While
his condition as he ¢nppro-ched the crossing, cannot be definite-
ly steted, 1t 15 apparent that Mr. Boyd was not fully alert es
to hiis druiving or ne would not have missed the crossing znd pro-
ceeded upon the truck to one side,
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