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October 7, 1936 

To the Commission 
On September 8, 19eb, there was a derailment of a passenger 

train on the Missouri pacific Railroad at Mabelvale, Ark., as 
a result of striking an automobile, tnis accident resulting 
in the deatn of 1 tresprsser and the injury of 17 passengers 
end 2 employees. 

Location tnd method of operation 
This accident occurred on tne. Little Rock District of the 

Arkansas Division which eitsnas between North Little Rock end 
Tcxarkana, Ark., a distance of 146.5 miles, m the vicinity of 
the point of accident tnis is c double-track line over which 
trrins are operated by timetable, trdn order and an automatic 
block-signal system. The accident occurred at a point 19 feet 
north of the K a m Street crossing ft Mhbolvale. Approaching 
t-iis pomt from the south the track is tangent for a distance 
of approximately 1 milo, this tangent extending for some dis­
tance beyond. The grade for north-bound trains is level for a 
distance of 1,000 feet, 0.112 percent ascending for a distance 
of SCO feet and then lev^l for a distance of 3C0 feet to the 
point of accident. A whistle bojrd is located 1,318 feet south 
of the crossing end the maximum authorized speed for passenger 
trams m this vicinity is 70 miles per hour, A trailing-point 
switch located 317 feet north of the crossing leads to a spur 
track, 278 feet in length, wnicn parallels the north-bound track 
on the east. 

First Street parallels the tracks on the east and inter­
sects liain Street ..t o point lZt> feet from the crossing. Lain 
Street, which is " gravel ro^c. approxim:tely 25 feet in width, 
crosses the tracks at right angles. At the crossing the gravel 
is laid on an asphalt base, with the exception that the north­
bound tre CJ£ Is planked. The crossing is m good condition 
and is practically level, although there is a descent of cbout 
4 inches between the north-bound m d the south-bounds tracks. 
Tne crossing is protected by c standard crossing sign of the 
cross-bar type, located' t the northeast corner of the crossing 
aid bearing ahe words "RAILROAD CROSSTNC1. The driver of a 
vehicle approaching from the east has an unobstructed view of 
this sign. 

The weather was clear ;nd it was dcrk at the time of the 
accident, wmch occurred about 12 25 a.m. 
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Loscription 
Train No. 22, a north-bound passenger train, consisted of 

1 mail and express ccr, 1 baggcge ccr, 2 coaches, 1 chair car, 
3 Pullman sleeping cars, 1 dining car, and 1 Pullman sleeping 
Ccr m the order named, ell of steel construction, and hauled 
by engine 6615, and was in charge of Conductor Reesor and 
Engineman Keiiney. This train passed Hot Springs junction, 
13.28 miles scuth of Mabelvalo, and the last open office, at 
12:C8 a.m., according to the train sheet, 33 minutes late, 
and en passing through Mabelvele struck an automobile stend-
ing on the track ne:r the M a m Street crossing while travel­
ing at a speed estimated to have been between 55 and 70 miles 
per hour. 

The automobile involved was a Plymouth, 4-door sedan, 
1935 model, owned m d driven by H. H. Boyd, who lives near 
Mabelvale. It had been proceeding southward on Eirst Street, 
turned to the right onto Me in Street and then turned off the 
highway at an angle end proceeded onto the tracks at a point 
19 feet north of the crossing, stopping with the front wheels 
against the west re,il of the north-bound track and the rear 
wneels close to the snoulder, where it was standing when struck 
by Train No. £2. 

The automobile was carried on the pilot beam of the 
engine, the engine becoming derailed when some part of the 
automobile come in contact with the filler block of the switch 
frog located approximately 282 fe^t beyond, the engine stopped 
in a badly damaged condition, cn its left side diagonally across 
the south-bound tr^ck, with its front m d 1,027 feet beyond 
the point of collision. The aitorubile was demolished, with 
the body hanging from the L_„u pair of wheels of the engine 
truck. The tender end first five cars were derailed, stopping 
in zigzag positions across both m a m tracks; the, next three 
cars were also derailed but remained in general line with the 
track. The last twe cars wer^ not derailed or damaged. The 
employees injured were the engineman and fireman. 

Summary cf evidence 
Engineman Kemiey, of Train No. 22, stated that on ap­

proaching Mabelvale he sounded the crossing whistle signal, 
the engine bell was ringing, the heedlight was burning and he 
was operating the tram at a speed of about 60 miles per hour. 
When about 50 feet from the crossing he saw a man on the track 
at the edge of the crossing violently waving a hat or newspaper, 
and he saw an automobile beyond the crossing with its front 
wheels between the rails. He immediately applied the air brakes 
m emergency end the collision followed. He stated that the 



reason he did m>% see the automobile sooner was that l i g h t s 
were shining os the crossing âwfi th* automobile wa» in the 
darkness beyoiiid the c r o s e i ^ , ^ ' 

Fff4tt«rfirlC»iley, 6-f ̂ r a i n ^ ^ S t ? Stated tkat ha saw the 
maa 'Sn**$*'' crossing giving s t o ^ i g p l l s when m» ~%tt$im wae 4 1 

?S9~fe th^ « r © s 0 j ^ * § i £ he did n&tipsa.tha watS* „ 
sr%&#$£ jctst befogs i t wsiPslsuek, ae thd g£«*e from the 

h e a d l i n e of-an automobile whi«& *«e standing 1»#8fcdad toward -
hisz on the ' l e f t aide" "of the cassia*, obscured* vision. Ooa* 
duo tor Rees&r estimated the speed of*hI& traiiy-*©- iia** bae-a 3a«-
tweeo^efc and ?6 utiles per hour at - tl*& Lt-i«a 6f "^ie^ acai4«nt-;"'• • V 

~±>$*§to*i*#8<*6iii.- j& train- H&i 182, stated tHatfaa-tes fc8M 
the se^cHd §ar f*<mfm&49$T- *t ^ time sf the a c aide at «ad ae 
he left the train af ter it st^ppmi- he stepped on a n au%&&a£ile: 
hood. As t he walked hack towards the crossing ha saw mar&B be-
tween'fhe ra$i*~8bo«rtJ 20 Seet north of the c roe stag-: iad&S&Mhg 
where -jt^ttfaia had *#ruek tha eutcaaotelle, and" tSsfe, fc»*r a '-te*U 
^ S P W * * fftduSSer on th^ #a*r"«£de of th£ track- whde& 
w a * J f r g i i & ^ Wfeti ma4e *r * % * * # * s m i kad t>e*n s t t o ^ 
iagfMiwfe h a ^ p r ^ p - w a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ W ^ ^ s , » . grayer, aa fc-ye-

witaae-s 'of J^tfttft* the &rt$W «f> *ke 
o u t c ^ ^ t l e-^a^ H f t i-M^W" the fristt ahd 
•Gould not get :ilie ^ s r ~o£ f T Mr. fe&yer; t r i ed to help hla W t 
seeing the t ra in approaching he t o l d the dr iver to get ^ut "and: 
then tr ied ta - f jag the t ra in tafttfa Jils ha t . l*la#aah Linscott 
stat ©d^feMt *6#**iSo tai%#nHffe §*W B#yd^ ^he iri^r of -the auto-

U « S %€d also to ld h© was the ero earnjfr so t raft* 
rfjfiwfci "that h a t i e l f itfee doWh, the' ear was srtall&d an&ite 

felt -acta*; llagiaai £ra&o$H further stated' tfc*£i*hile, 
itr* -£oî -' was; a ^ v e # B and excited, Be did hot «jf£&&r ts'J&fr- ua&e* 
the influence of ILWior* " 1 « - ' - " ~ J * , *̂ 

E* H. aoydj aa-ive* oC t&fc. aut-cm^hile, stated that im.Jfad * 
be eh attending.' a , tabor ^ a ^ ^ e m i ^ ?#.ieh. j#as held a sfeert^jP-^ 
tejio* fjr©m,.$b£ ?fi>saiftg*"^>He l e f t the- pi«ji ic grounds' s^m- &ftar 
Tn1jMt4§aj|4aifpw^»»eded «outhwa^d on Firal> ^ r & e t and turned j i f M ^ p , 

IKR^OTJfW^ r t o r a r d r the cnosfi-i&fe-, J-Jĵ r-s1s4lt#4 that he waa aotr 
driving very^pj^^wB* for a^B :ar©%«5Ji* , aa he rej^iadjh^, 
crossing, h i s engine died. He d i d not see a t ra in appr^a^hitig 
nor did he hear one. ^fter melfcia^- e^e^al attempts to s tart 
the motor-h® got out and t r i ed to push fcfce automobile off t&e 
tr&ck.. a»d^ a b # ^ r fta i s time a man h^^e- r ^ame of ^r f tvar ? ; > c^e up 
and t r i e ^ to^j&#lp ila%* Boy^ fi?ajld hfe$$$ri got. ii^o, tha ca^ 
again'and -tr^d,̂ - -t^-*iax | i #a . i&o^ | | ^ MT> Stjaye^ ba l i^4 that 
a^train-: w&sr a|i^yo^«hiia&-i he i^n ;go% out o f the eo^, ficBd, jffpnlkedr. 
e&stward whlle.Stray*? 1. p^oo§«|t*d «tr,efesaft 4ri8tence §^n5^r#:the 
t3s&J^r*,c*-fla£ r^. , <&£^<^:®^,&l?<}£&i&a to fj.ag tfes-*»aia. 

t|*a heard = ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ 3 j t | i , a e ! W < M # a * ^owrhojf.mai^y „ ; 

oar-'«£9g#*eft ^ - i » tj|e of rf|^a ̂ ifogfiine ^Sd-tftat/ * , -
thera wus nothicg aboat the cond 111 on of the crossing t o 
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cause his automobile to become scalJed, but he had been having 
motor trouble for some time, he hc.a had several mechanics work­
ing on the car, out they had been unable to locate the trouble. 
llx, poyd was positive he did net drive his car on the track 
nortn of the crossing, but that it stopped on the crossing; 
ne was unable to explain, however, why he and Kr, Strayer were 
unable to push the car off the crossing except to say that he 
might have left it in gear, he did not think the brakes were 
left applied, and said that the headlights on his cer were in 
good condition. Mr. Boyd further stated that he was familiar 
•vith the crossing and was sober at the time of the accident and 
that he had not had any intoxicating liquor that day nor had he 
been in any of tht beer perlors in that vicinity. He also 
stated that he did not talk with any member of the crew after 
the accident, just as soon as tne derailment occurred he walked 
back to the picnic grounds end was tnen driven to his home, 

H. C. Strayer, a resident of Kebelvsle, stated that the 
picnic was held about 3 blocks northeast of the tracks and 
he was on his way horn- from the nicnic when he saw the auto­
mobile stalled on the crossing headed west with the headlights 
burning, ana the driver was trying to push it off. He tried to 
help him, but they were unable to move it, and he then saw 
the approaching train und immediately started do*vn the track, 
flagging with his hat l J I Q he reached a point ebout 150 feet 
south of the crossing. He did not hear the engineman answer 
his signals nor did he hear the engineman sound the crossing 
whistle, and he did not know whether or not the engine bell was 
ringing, although he stated that, due to his excitement, he 
may not have heard them even if they v/ere sounded. Mr. Strayer 
stated that he did not see any lights around the crossing that 
mignt have blinded thi_ drivei of te>i mtomobile approaching the 
crossing, and he was unable to s ry whether or not the driver 
of the car had been drinking. H- vas not acquainted with him. 

J". A- Crandall, Who resides on the west side of the tracks 
about opposite tne point of accident, stated that when he went 
out on his porch he saw an automobile stalled on the track 
about 25 or 30 feet north of the crossing, some boys had 
stopped tneir automobile west of the tracks v/ith the headlights 
shining toward the crossing, and the stalled automobile was 
north of the crossing sign v/ith but one headlight burning. He 
heard the motor running, neard the wheels spinning, and about 
that time saw -che reflection of the headlight of the train. 
He did not know how long the automobile had been stalled, but 
it was not there when he came home about 30 minutes previously, 
lie sav/ Hr» strayer walk southward across the crossing and flag 
the train when it was &boat 50 feet south of the crossing, and 
he heard the regular crossing whistle signal as the train ap­
proached. Jlr. Crandall stated that after the accident he saw 
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north of these marks and it was approximately the width of the 
tread of tno automobile tire. Similar marks were also found 
slightly uorth of, and m line tfith, these marks on the gauge 
side of the west rail. Heavy abrasions were found on the ties 
between tha rails approximately 9 feet north thereof, and con­
tinued for a distance of 273 feat to the point whore the engine 
encountered the trailing point switch leading to a spur track. 
Inspect ion of tne crossing end tne track south thereof did 
not reveal any m urks indicating that there had been anytnmg 
dragging between or outside of the. rails. 

Subsequent to the accident J twenty-four hour check of 
traffic was made at this crossing m d it v/as found that a total 
of £87 motor vcnicles cassia ov.r this crossing during that 
time. 

There is now a en urge under consideration involving the 
re-location of tnis crossing, which when completed, will move 
the crossing 114 feat bouth of Its present location. The change 
however, will not eliminate the turns necessary to pass over 
the crossing. 

Discussion 
The evidence indicates that the driver of the automobile, 

on making tne turn to the right from First Street onto Main 
Street, apparently continued on toward the right, leaving the 
highv/ay at a point about 4o ie&t from the tracks and continuing 
in a sligntly diagonal direction until the front wheels had 
passed over the e m t rail of tne north-bound track where the 
car became stalled. The driver mide several attempts to get 
the car off the trecK: and wet. ssist-d by a passerby who, on 
seeing the approaching tram, atteigptyd to flag it but had pro­
ceeded only a short distance south of the crossing when the 
engine passed him. The engineman sounded the crossing whistle 
signal and ne saw the man flagging when fcbout 50 feet from the 
crossing and he had merely time to apply the brakes in emergency 
before the collision occurred. 

The driver of the automobile stated that he had not been 
drinking that evening end the statements of several of the 
witnesses who talked with nr. Boyd at the tune of the accident, 
were to the effect that he was sober and there was no evidence 
of his having been drinking. One witness, however, stated that 
he saw gr. Boyd drinking beer about 11 p.m.. th&t evening. While 
his condition as he eppromhed the crossing, cannot be definite­
ly stated, it is apparent that Mr. Boyd was not fully alert es 
to his driving or he would not have missed the crossing and pro­
ceeded upon the track to one side. 
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_ ^ &i<£ accident was #aus«cl by a train - s tr iking an auto-
«©?Hle "arnica teed turned off the highway and had become atall* 
on the track* 

E«sp«*trfu3^|y submitted, 

Erixector. 


